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INSTRUCTOR: RABBI GREGORY S. MARX

•	Ben Franklin and Pirkei-Avot
Ben Franklin, one of the founding fathers of our 
nation, was an inventor, writer and signer of the 
Declaration of Independence.  He also believed in 
the possibility of moral perfection. In pursuit of that 
goal, he identified 13 specific virtues, which became 
the focus of a unique mission.  A millennia and 
half before Franklin, the rabbinic scholars in Israel 
fashioned a similar roadmap to living a moral life, 
known as Pirkei Avot - the Ethics of the Fathers. We 
will explore these two great traditions side-by-side 
to help us engage in a dialogue about moral growth.

PRIVATE "IN HOME" ZOOM COURSES

INSTRUCTOR: RABBI JASON BONDER

•	The People of the Book 
We have so many texts that define us.  
Learn about one particular book of Jewish 
literature and how it shaped our culture. 
Choose from The Tanach (Bible), The 
Talmud, Rashi’s Commentaries, Maimonides’ 
Guide of the Perplexed, The Siddur (prayer 
book), The Zohar (Kabbalah), Joseph Karo’s 
The Shulchan Aruch, Theodore Hertzl’s 
Der Judenstaat.  Each book changed the 
trajectory of our history, practice and thought.

•	The New Face of Anti-Semitism
What is happening in the Jewish 
community due to the rise in 
Anti-Semitism? We are seeing an 
unprecedented rise in Anti-Semitism 
around the world.  How should we respond 
to the rise in hate and what should our 
relationship be with the government and 
those that seek to delegitimize us and our 
concerns?

•	Adding Your Voice to the 
Community: Takeout Judaism for 
Young Families
This family-friendly course begins with an 
introduction to Israeli children’s songs in a 
fun and engaging way for children and their 
families. Then, children will go with some adults 
for an Israel/Hebrew themed art project, while 
other adults learn about the children’s song 
Nad Ned by Chayim Nachman Bialik. This 
nursery rhyme has a much deeper meaning 
and offers profound commentary on Judaism 
that is still relevant today. After the first group 
of adults learn, they will switch to kid duty 
while the second group comes to learn. It will 
be a fun experience for the whole family.

•	Machloket L'Shem Shamayim: 
Argument for the Sake of Heaven
You've likely heard the old adage, "two Jews, 
three opinions." Ours is a tradition of debate 
and argument. We value it, so long as it is 
done right. Join me on a journey of looking 
at the wisdom around disagreement. We will 
explore how disagreement appears in our 
sacred texts. We will learn the proscribed 
ways to disagree, and then we will figure out 
how to apply them in our own lives. I think 
this will be a great time, but you don't have 
to agree with me.

Gather your family or your personal "pod" and we will bring the learning to you! Our clergy and 
instructors offer a variety of courses that can take place at your convenience in the comfort of your 
home. Please contact Barbara Murtha, bmurtha@bethor.org, 215-646-5806 x220 for additional 
details and to schedule one of the in-home courses. Classes may be altered to align with 
current CDC Safety Guidelines.

INSTRUCTOR: RABBI GREGORY S. MARX

Request to reserve a time to “host” a Torah in your own home! Rabbi Marx, Rabbi Bonder, 
Cantor Green, or Aaron Nielsenshultz will lead a discussion for your friends and family. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for our B’nai Mitzvah to prepare for their Torah reading.  Following the 
discussion, the Torah stays in your home for the week.

TORAH TO GO



•	Jewish Texts: Who’s Who and What’s What
For four thousand years, our people have been exploring what it means to be Jews, 

and along the way our people have written down a lot of their thoughts. In 
this wide-ranging survey, learn the basics about Jewish texts so you 

can tell your Torah from your Talmud, and your Mishnah from your 
Mishneh. We’ll talk about the history of text and what our long 

tradition of using texts says about us—and how modern 
habits might influence the directions we take in the 

future.

•	Understanding the Prayer book: 
How Do We Pray?

Where do our prayers come from? Why do 
we pray the way we do? Let’s explore the 
formation of our prayer book, getting to 
know the history of siddurim in general 
while we learn about Reform prayers 
specifically. Change the way you see 
prayer!

•	 My Journey Through the 
Talmud
The Talmud is an enormous collection 
of Jewish law, stories, and thought that 
forms the basis of our understanding of 
Torah. If you read one page a day, it takes 

over seven years to read it all. I started 
my Talmud journey in May 2012, and it’s 

been over seven years. I’d love to share my 
insights on the Talmud, Jewish practice, and 

life in general over this period.

•	 Shimon, Nachum, and Nachman: 
How the Teachings of Three Rabbis 

Can Change the Way You Think
We always talk about “the rabbis” in our stories and 

teachings, so isn’t it time to learn about a few of them? 
The three rabbis in the title have lessons that can help us 

understand ourselves and the world around us, as we’ll learn by 
studying their stories and their texts.

INSTRUCTOR: RABBI JASON BONDER INSTRUCTOR: AARON NIELSENSHULTZ

•	Hail to the Victors: The Song of the Sea as the Israelite Fight Song?
Join me as we dive into what many consider to be sacred texts - college football 
fight songs. We'll ask what these fight songs communicate about the 
people singing them. Through this lens, we will turn our sights to 
the Song of the Sea - a special part of the Torah that recounts 
the Israelites' passage through the Sea of Reeds as they 
escaped Pharaoh and his armies. We will ask ourselves 
what this song tells us about our ancestors and what it 
means to us today.

•	The Wall Between Us
Yossi Klein Halevi in his book, Letters to My 
Palestinian Neighbor, states:  “I call you 
‘neighbor’ because I don’t know your name 
or anything personal about you.  We are 
intruders in each other’s sense of home.”  
We will explore this book as part of new 
diverse narratives on the Israeli/Palestinian 
conflict.

•	Jewish Music as Spirituality
How can our musical traditions & prayer 
reflect our kavanah (spirituality)? Let’s 
review and study our various Jewish 
musical styles and nusach (correct and 
traditional melodies) to help make our 
prayers more meaningful.

•	Tzimtzum in Our Everyday Lives
How can we incorporate the Kabalistic concept 
of tzimtzum (restriction) in our everyday lives?  
How can we use rituals, prayer and the practice 
of mitzvot to deal with our everyday problems and 
challenges of life?  Our traditions and our Jewish actions 
can help address the everyday challenges we face.

INSTRUCTOR: CANTOR DAVID GREEN



A variety of interactive and thought-provoking classes are scheduled to take place this year, 
including some NEW and EXPANDED classes, added due to popular request. 

Register for as many courses as you like from the selections in this brochure.

Contact our instructors with questions about specific courses.

•	The Hidden Meaning of Kaddish
Tuesday, October 13  7pm - 8:30pm

We have been reciting it for much of 
our lives, whether or not we are in 
mourning.  We read it, but rarely dissect it 
or understand the secrets of this ancient 
Aramaic Text.  The kaddish contains, 
Judaism’s ancient secrets and it’s been 
staring us in the face all of our lives.  After 
this class you will never see it the same 
way again.

•	The Fragments of Torah
Tuesday, October 20 7pm - 8:30pm

One of the most dramatic moments in the 
Torah, is when Moses smashed the Ten 
commandments, upon seeing the people 

of Israel worshipping around the golden 
calf.  So, what happened AFTER Moses 
smashed the Torah and what happened 
to those broken tablets?  Judaism began 
when Moses broke them at the foot of 
Mount Sinai, not only when he received 
them at the top.  This small event impacts 
our development to this very day.  

•	How Jews Got Woke 
Tuesday, October 27  7pm - 8:30pm

Join Rabbi Marx for a master Talmud class 
in English.  We will learn the secrets of the 
text, the dialogue, the arguments and the 
way to struggle with truth.  We will look 
at a few funny, poignant and touching 
Talmudic stories and apply them to our 
daily lives.

SYNAGOGUE-BASED (OR VIRTUAL) CLASSES

INSTRUCTOR: RABBI GREGORY S. MARX (gmarx@bethor.org)

•	 Introduction to Judaism
18 week course on Tuesday night 
beginning Tuesday, October 13  
7pm - 8:30pm

Judaism is complex. Judaism is confusing. 
But the more you learn, the more you can 
find beauty within the complexity. This 
course will introduce you to the basic 
concepts of Judaism. You will acquire the 
beginning skills necessary to participate in 
Jewish community and propel you on your 
very own Jewish journey. Whether you are a 
Religious School grad interested in brushing 
up, or if this is your first time learning about 
Judaism, this course is for you.

•	On One Foot
Every Sunday morning 
beginning Sunday, October 11 
9:30am - 10:30am

Come join us for the perfect mix of 
community, coffee, schmoozing, and 
learning. Building on the success of last 
year’s “Re-Intro to Judaism,” this weekly 
class will feature stand-alone Jewish topics 
that we’ll learn about and discuss. This 
class will feature presentations from Rabbi 
Marx and Aaron Nielsenshultz as well.

INSTRUCTOR: RABBI JASON BONDER (jbonder@bethor.org)

INSTRUCTORS: RABBI GREGORY S. MARX & RABBI JASON BONDER 

•	Torah Study 
Shabbat mornings 
beginning Saturday, October 10  
9:30am - 10:30am

Uncover the wisdom, relevance and beauty 
of the Torah.  Join our family of Torah 
learners who meet every week to study, 
schmooze and learn together.  

•	Beginning Hebrew
Mondays & Tuesdays, beginning 
October 12 & 13 5:30pm - 6pm

Are you interested in learning (or re-learning) 
basic Hebrew? Join this weekly Hebrew class 
– no previous Hebrew knowledge required! 
Our focus is on learning to read Hebrew with 
a goal of achieving Siddur literacy. Cost: $18 
for materials

FALL 2020 LIFELONG LEARNING CLASSES WILL TAKE PLACE ON 
ZOOM UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED.

To participate, follow these steps:

1. Go to www.bethor.org/calendar to find the class you want to take.
2. Register for the class by clicking the Zoom Registration link, entering the 

requested information and clicking the submit button.
3. You will receive a confirmation email with details and the Zoom meeting link for 

that class.
4. Note – each class has a different Zoom meeting link. Follow the above steps for 

each class you want to take.
5.  Call Barbara Murtha, 215-646-5806 x220 with any questions.



INSTRUCTOR: AARON NIELSENSHULTZ (aaron@bethor.org)

•	This Book Could Change Your Life! Three sessions:
How the Torah Teaches us to Avoid Objectifying Others, Ourselves,  
and the World Around Us
Tuesday, November 10   7pm - 8pm

How the Narrative Arc of the Torah Mimics our Lives, and How Knowing  
it can Help us through the Bad Times
Tuesday, November 17   7pm - 8pm

The Torah’s Secret Meaning: Infusing Holiness into Everything we Do,  
from the Mundane to the Majestic
Tuesday, November 24   7pm - 8pm

We’ve heard it before, haven’t we? Some self-help book comes along that holds the secret to 

adding meaning or clarity to our lives (and sometimes they really do help). What if I told you that 

we’ve had the best self-help book around for more than 3500 years? Over three sessions we’ll look 

at what the Torah can teach us about our relationships to ourselves, others, and the world around 

us, and how exploring its lessons and mysteries can offer structure and holiness to us. Learn to peel 

back the layers of the Torah, getting at its beauty and its ability to change our lives.

INSTRUCTOR: CANTOR DAVID GREEN (dgreen@bethor.org)

•	Adult B’nai Mitzvah: Year 1 of 
2-Year Course
Every Other Tuesday 
beginning Tuesday, October 13 7pm – 9pm

Did you miss the opportunity to have 
a Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony as a 12 or 
13 year old?  Now is the opportunity 
to celebrate that great moment as an 
adult. Join our Adult B’nai Mitzvah class. 
During the first hour, we will learn to read 
Hebrew.  The second hour will be devoted 
to studying the meaning of the Shabbat 
Friday evening liturgy, learning to chant 
Torah, exploring some of the basic tenets 
of our holy text and preparing to lead 
services for your special evening as an 
Adult Bar or Bat Mitzvah at the conclusion 
of year 2. For further information, please 
contact Cantor David Green at 215-646-5806 
x218 or to register contact Barbara Murtha 
at 215-646-5806 x220.

•	Adult Confirmation: Year 1 of 
2-Year Course
One Sunday/Month, October – May
beginning, Sunday, October 11 12pm – 2pm

A new adult confirmation class begins 
this Fall. Topics for the first year of study 
include: Life after death, Euthanasia, 
Abortion,  Sociology of the American 
Jewish Community, Arab –Israeli Relations 
Antisemitism, Cloning, Abortion, Gay/
Lesbian/Transgender issues and Finding 
God.   The class will culminate in year 
2 with a graduation as part of a special 
Friday night Shabbat service. There are 
NO prerequisites. You do NOT have to 
have  gone through a Bar/Bat ceremony to 
qualify to register. For further information 
and a copy of the syllabus, please contact 
Cantor David Green at 215-646-5806 x218 
or to register contact Barbara Murtha at 
215-646-5806 x220.  

YOBO (Youth of Beth Or Teen Program)

YOUTH LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Mitzvah Project Nights
Students will have the opportunity to 
volunteer and receive volunteer hours for 
these projects. Each of these programs 
will be tied to a different Jewish Value. 

Israel
As a Zionist congregation, we want our 
teens to be prepared to discuss Israel 
in a variety of situations, including their 
high school and college campuses. The 
programs we’re offering this year will give 
students the knowledge they need to 
form a meaningful connection with Israel 
as well as the confidence they need to 
discuss Israel in any setting. 

Social Justice
As a link to our CBO Social Justice 
committee, and in conjunction with our trip 
to the Religious Action Seminar in 10th grade, 
we are pleased to present a series of Social 
Justice programs for our teens. While most of 
our students are not of voting age, all of them 
have a voice that matters. We will give our 
children the tools to feel empowered while 
being engaged in the democratic process 
through a Jewish lens. 

Chai Notes
As a next step for our YOBO-aged Junior 
Choir participants, Cantor Murley will lead our 
teens in their own choir program! These teens 
will be singing old songs and writing new 
ones. They will also have the opportunity to 
help lead at worship services! 

•	Sunday Nights
Programs meet 2-3 times per month from 5pm – 6pm. These classes will rotate through 4 
program themes: 

Additional Lifelong Learning Classes will be added for Winter & Spring.  
Check your weekly Chai Lights emails for upcoming programs and registration.

Fall 2020 Lifelong Learning Classes will take place on Zoom unless otherwise noted. 
Visit www.bethor.org/calendar for registration links. Questions? Contact Barbara Murtha, 
bmurtha@bethoror.org or 215-646-5806 x220.



•	APEX Lunch & Learn In The Sukkah 
(and Zoom) with Rabbi Marx
Wednesday, October 7  12pm – 2pm 

Weather permitting, bring your own lunch and 
join Rabbi Marx and your friends from APEX 
for an interesting discussion in our outdoor 
Sukkah.  This program requires advance 
registration by calling or e-mailing Barbara 
Murtha, 215-646-5806, ext. 220, bmurtha@
bethor.org.  Due to current health & safety 
guidance, in-person attendance is capped at 
10 people. All others can register to attend 
on Zoom. If weather doesn't cooperate, this 
program will move to Zoom for all.

•	Virtual Israel Tour
First Thursday of the month, 
October 2020 – March 2021 
beginning Thursday, October 1   
7pm – 8:30pm

Travel to Israel from the comfort of your 
home! Our first two rounds of Virtual Israel 
Tours with our Israeli Tour Guide, Rotem 
Shahar, were a great success, so we are 
back again with 8 more sites to explore. See 
the website calendar for the list of areas we 
will visit each month.

ADDITIONAL CLASSES

COOKING WITH GASS

•	Fall Into Fall
Monday, October 19   7pm

Fall In love with the taste of Autumn’s 
delicious veggies and fruits! Alyson Gass is 
looking forward to showing you some fall 
recipes that will make you feel great with 
these fresh Ingredients!

•	Easy Thanksgiving
Monday, November 16  7pm

Not sure if you are having a full table or 
just your immediate family, but Alyson 
will share a few recipes that will be easy 
to make and bring comfort to your 
Thanksgiving table!

•	 Israeli Film Screening & 
Discussion: My Polish Honeymoon
Monday, October 26  7pm – 8:30pm

Join Rabbi Marx for an in-depth discussion 
about this film, a story about a young 
Parisian couple traveling to Poland for the 
first time, where they attend a ceremony 
in memory of the Jewish community in the 
village of the husband’s grandfather, which 
was destroyed 75 years ago. The movie 
will be available for streaming at your 
home in advance of the discussion, starting 
Wednesday, 10/21 through Monday, 10/26, 
4:30pm. 

•	Film Screening & Discussion:  
The Tobacconist
Monday, November 23  7pm – 8:30pm

Rabbi Marx leads a conversation about 
this movie, based on the international 
bestseller by Robert Seethaler. A tender, 
heart-breaking story about one young man 
and his friendship with Sigmund Freud 
during the Nazi occupation of Vienna. The 
movie will be available for streaming at 
your home in advance of the discussion, 
starting Wednesday, 11/18 until Monday, 
11/23, 4:30pm. 

•	Film Screening & Discussion:  
I Shall Not Be Silent
Monday, December 7    
7pm – 8:30pm

This interactive movie discussion is 
sponsored by Beth Or, the Anti-Defamation 
League, the Black Jewish Alliance of 
Philadelphia and Bethlehem Baptist 
Church. Join Rabbi Marx, Pastor Quann 
and leaders of the ADL to review the 
groundbreaking film, I Shall Not Be Silent, 
about the early days of the civil rights 
movement and Rabbi Joachim Prinz’s 
impact on it. The movie will be available 
for streaming at your home in advance of 
the discussion, starting Thursday, 12/3 until 
Monday, 12/7, 6pm. 

*All 3 movies are sponsored by APEX, 
Lifelong Learning, Brotherhood & the 
Israel Committee. I Shall Not Be Silent has 
additional sponsors as noted above. See 
the web calendar listing or weekly Chai 
Lights email for movie screening links and 
Zoom meeting registration links.

FILM SCREENINGS & DISCUSSIONS
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