
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A monthly publication of the Pine Brook Jewish Center. 
Serving the needs of our diverse Jewish community for more than 120 years. 

CANDLESTICK 
 

Clergy and Staff 
Mark David Finkel, Rabbi 
Menachem Toren, Cantor 

Dr. Asher Krief, Rabbi Emeritus 
Michelle Zuckerman, Executive Director 

Arlene Lopez, Office Administrator 
Karen Herbst, Office Administrator 

Mary Sheydwasser, Educational Director 
Lisa Lerman and Jill Buckler, Nursery School Co-Directors 

Robin Mangino, Religious School Administrator 
Esterina Herman, Bookkeeper 

 

Synagogue Officers 
Evan Zuckerman, President 

Michael Weinstein, 1st Vice President 
Jonathan Lewis, 2nd Vice President 

Betsy Steckelman, 3rd Vice President 
Seth Friedman, Treasurer 

Barry Marks, Financial Secretary 
Mike Singer, Corresponding Secretary 

Jay Thailer, Men’s Club President 
Fran Simmons and Ilene Thailer, Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

 

Religious Service Times 
Friday Evenings at 8:00 p.m. The family service is held on the first Friday of each month 

at 7:00 p.m. instead of 8:00 p.m. from September though June. 
Saturday Mornings at 9:45 a.m. with preliminary prayers at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Emergency Contact Information 
Please use the following protocol in the event of an emergency or if you lose a loved one:  

Call the synagogue office at 973-244-9800. If the office is closed, call Rabbi Finkel at  
(973) 287-7047 (home) or (973) 407-0065 (cell). If you are unable to reach the Rabbi,  

contact Cantor Toren at (973) 980-7777 or Michelle Zuckerman at (973) 886-5456. 
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RABBI’S MESSAGE    
RABBI MARK DAVID FINKEL 

The Beginning of the Flowering of Our Redemption 

Each Shabbat morning, we read A prayer for the State of Israel. In the first sentence of the prayer, we find the 

phrase “…with its promise of redemption.” Among the goals of the editors of our prayer book was to let the 

translation flow, not necessarily stopping to translate each word literally. However, if I might, for the moment, 

translate that Hebrew phase literally, it would probably read, “the beginning of the flowering of our redemption” 

or let me even suggest, “the genesis of the flowering of our redemption.” 

The authors of the original Hebrew understood that the modern state of Israel was not the first time our people 

lived autonomously in the land of Israel. Although we have called ourselves by many names in our 5,000-year 

history: Hebrews, Israelites, Judeans, Jews, and Israelis, and we have had a constant presence in the land of 

Israel (there are some scholars who hold that we even did not all go down with Jacob to sojourn in Egypt), we 

have not always lived under our own autonomy. Those periods of autonomy were: the period of our patriarchs 

and matriarchs (approx, 2,050-1,700 BCE), the period from Joshua until the destruction of the First Temple 

(approx. 1,400-586 BCE), the Second Jewish Commonwealth until the destruction of the Second Temple (538 

BCE-70 CE), and 1948-present. The authors also understood that each of those ancient periods (not including 

the modern state of Israel) came to a sad end that left the Jewish people reeling. 

Beyond that, we have understood that living under our own autonomy is not a guarantee that governing, or that 

life itself, will go smoothly. “The beginning of the flowering of our redemption” has the quality that we almost do 

not want to tempt fate, lest we be left with disappointment of some sort. However, if we are on the right track, 

this could be the beginning of something, literally “wonderful.” I have thus added the alternative translation “the 

genesis of the flowering of our redemption” (the prayer uses the same word that we find in the first sentence of 

the Torah, the creation of a whole new world). 

This summer will be the post-COVID “beginning of the flowering of our redemption.” Like the tone of the prayer 

for the State of Israel, we do not want to tempt fate, lest we be left with disappointment or worse. We understand 

that COVID has far from disappeared. In addition, the doctors and scientists tell us that the “variants” have the 

potential to pierce our immunity. Even though we have done a miraculous job in vaccinating ourselves against 

the virus, that isn’t the case worldwide and the jury is still out as to whether we can vaccinate enough people, 

even in the US, to produce “herd immunity.” 

Booster shots may be the norm, and although guidelines have allowed us to let down our masks, no responsible 

person is telling us to dispense with them entirely. But like other diseases that require booster shots, much of 

the world has seen the steady decrease of those diseases, although “anti-vac’sers” have opened the door to 

what many of us thought was heading towards “case(s) closed.” 

PBJC as a community within a community now have the opportunity to begin a flowering of our redemption. We 

have the potential for a genesis if we approach it with courage, with caution, and with “sakhel:” common sense. 

This summer will let us set the tone that will lead us into the new year of 5782. We need to find the pace that will 

allow us to go forward, sensitive to each other’s needs, but going forward none-the-less. When Joshua led the 

Israelites into Israel, ushering that second era of Jewish (Israelite) autonomy in the land of Israel, he offered the 

people two words: Hazak v’Ematz: be strong and be courageous. The message is no different for us to rebuild 

the autonomy over our lives, taking away the power that it has held over us for well over a year. 

I look forward to seeing you in schule (the synagogue), 

Rabbi Finkel  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
EVAN ZUCKERMAN 
President 
 

When I agreed to fill the gap for a year and be president of PBJC again in January of 2020, I imagined the year 
would go by smoothly and relatively easily. After all, Barry Marks was leaving PBJC in a great place, the staff 
were performing their jobs seamlessly, the clergy were doing what they always do so well, and we were a vibrant 
community that had just successfully merged with CBS. I was looking forward to working to bring us together 
even more with some great events and programming. But then…just like that, everything changed and the year 
was filled with many tough conversations and decisions that weighed on me, the staff, the clergy, and all of the 
volunteers and members of PBJC. Back in January of 2020, I could never have imagined what we would go 
through this year and where we would be today. However, I am proud of what were able to accomplish and 
provide for our community this past year and I am very hopeful about how we will continue to move forward. 
 
I truly hope that all of you, as congregants, see the value in your PBJC membership and in what we provide for 
all you in times of joy, in times of sadness, and in global pandemics. Jewish life would not exist so strongly in 
Montville and in our surrounding communities without your support. We often talk about passing our knowledge 
and traditions from “generation to generation.” We have an obligation as current congregants to ensure that 
Jewish life continues in our communities for future generations who move into Montville, Towaco, Pine Brook, 
Parsippany, Lake Hiawatha, Pompton Lakes, Pompton Plains, Wayne, and beyond. I implore all of you to 
recognize what PBJC provides our communities and how we, as a strong voice in all aspects of our towns, 
safeguard what we cherish most about our Jewish culture, heritage, traditions, and identity. We cannot count on 
anyone but ourselves to continue to support PBJC and the Jewish life in our communities.  
 
I now ask you for your indulgence as I thank some important people for their assistance during this year.   
 
To my executive committee, running a synagogue during COVID was not an easy task and I could not have 
done it without all of you and your hard work and dedication.  
  
Michael Weinstein – My fellow Lafayette alumnus, thank you for being the voice of community and for reminding 
all of us to think not only about the business end of the synagogue but also about the human, compassionate 
side, as well. We have served on the executive committee for many years together and you always seem to 
balance the executive committee and are never afraid to speak your mind and to speak from the heart. Your 
dedication to this synagogue, its programs, and its future is unwavering and I know that you will be a great 
president. I am proud and humbled to turn the synagogue reins over to you. 
 
Jonathan Lewis – For an executive committee to function properly, it requires someone who is not afraid to 
discuss the harsh realities of a decision from all aspects and viewpoints. I always appreciated your ability to 
make us think two steps ahead so we could come to the most informed decision possible. I also want to thank 
you for your leadership in helping us secure the PPP funds which were so greatly needed this year. While you 
are stepping down from this leadership position, I know that Michael and the whole executive committee can 
always count on you when we need your help or advice. 
 
Betsy Steckelman – As president, it is helpful to know that someone is always looking for ways to creatively 
market the synagogue and to ensure we present ourselves to the greater community in the best light. Your 
dedication to doing just that and to always making sure we remember who we are as a community have been 
invaluable to all of us. Thank you for your many years of leadership and for continuing to work to help make 
PBJC stronger every day. 
 
Barry Marks – You provided so much support in so many ways as you always do. You were always there to 
represent the board when I could not physically get to PBJC. Your dedication to PBJC and to Judaism is 
something I admire and your compassion towards your fellow congregants is something that everyone can learn 
from. I know that you will use your amazing energy and dedication to continue to greatly assist Michael and all 
of us. 
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Seth Friedman – I know you did not necessarily want to come back as treasurer as you have so many other 
family and work commitments. But, what would a Zuckerman presidency be without you as treasurer? I really 
did not want to worry more than necessary about the books and records, and I know it was a tough “yes” when 
we asked you to come back onto the executive committee. We were all especially glad that you were here during 
these tough COVID financial times. Your insight was invaluable, as always, and you will help lead this synagogue 
into the future as you hopefully move forward to president of PBJC. 
 
Beverley Berkowitz – Thank you for your insight and perspective as a former president of a synagogue for many 
years. You helped guide me through some very tough decisions and I knew that, whenever I came to you with 
an issue, your thoughtful and knowledgeable approach would help us to make the best decision possible. I also 
want to thank you for helping out this past year at many services to make announcements and to greet our 
congregants (even if it was via Zoom). It truly feels like you have been a member of PBJC much longer than you 
have and we are very fortunate that you agreed to continue your tenure on our executive committee. 
  
Michael Singer – Thank you for stepping up this year and agreeing to take a leadership role. I know how hard it 
is with both young children and a career to volunteer and dedicate so much of your time and energy to the 
synagogue. Your leadership on the security committee is an example to all of us. Your assistance in helping to 
secure and effectuate our security grant and your commitment to the safety and security of our community is so 
important and greatly appreciated. I truly hope that one day in the future I am listening to you on Yom Kippur as 
president of PBJC. 
 
To the Chevra Board – I promised you that I would keep the meetings on point and allow all ideas to be discussed 
regardless of my position. I hope I fulfilled my promises. I want to thank you for coming to all the meetings, 
participating, and adding true value to our synagogue. I look forward to many of you becoming future leaders of 
PBJC. 
 
To the Committee Chairs – Thank you for committing your time and energy to ensuring each aspect of our 
synagogue runs smoothly and efficiently. It truly has meant so much to me to know that our committees were in 
such capable, enthusiastic and dedicated hands. 
 
To the COVID Taskforce – Thank you for your leadership in all phases of this pandemic. We had to make 
decisions that impacted all of our congregants from planning for High Holy Day and Shabbat services, to how 
the Nursery and Religious Schools operated, to office and general synagogue operations, to programming and 
events, as well as the implementation and use of technology. Throughout the year, we adjusted as appropriate 
so that we could accommodate and celebrate simhas and ultimately move towards the re-opening of PBJC 
safely. I know our work is not complete, but a hearty thank you for all of your continued work. 
 
Rabbi Finkel – Over this past year, you taught our entire congregation about what it means to compromise and 
how we will always find a way to provide our religious and spiritual services to our community. You went above 
and beyond this year, as you always do, providing comfort to the entire congregation and guiding us through this 
pandemic. It was much easier being a synagogue president during COVID with such a supportive Rabbi who 
listened to our issues and helped us to find solutions that balanced the needs of the congregation with our Jewish 
customs and traditions. I sat in many meetings listening to presidents complain about how their Rabbi won’t do 
this, won’t consider that, and I was so thankful that you are our Rabbi. Your creative and thoughtful virtual adult 
education classes were also a bright light for many. Thank you for your powerful spiritual guidance and leadership 
during these difficult times. 
 
Cantor Toren – Thank you for being so supportive to me and to the entire congregation this past year, as always. 
Just like Rabbi Finkel, you went above and beyond in helping all of us navigate these tough times. The creativity 
you used to educate our students in any way possible and to ensure they would shine on their special day was 
apparent. Your virtual cooking classes have been so popular and it meant so much that you found a way to 
continue to give everyone a “virtual” hug that is so comforting to all of us. You are a true asset to this synagogue 
and you never said no to anything I asked. PBJC would not be the same without your amazing voice and 
presence in our halls. 
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To the Staff of PBJC – Being president is a difficult job that can only be done with the greatest staff supporting 
the position.  From Lisa, Jill, Mary, and Robin leading our wonderful schools with such creativity and dedication, 
to all of their teachers who always go above and beyond for our students, to Michelle, Arlene, Esterina and Karen 
who keep the office running so well no matter what the circumstances, I give you all a heartfelt thank you for all 
your support.  
 
Lindsay and Hailey – Thank you for allowing me to serve as president of PBJC once again. The meetings on 
Zoom were frequent this year but I knew you understood and really appreciated why I wanted to take on this 
responsibility again. I know you understand that being proud of your Jewish culture and identity and giving back 
to the community are very important to mom and me and I hope that our actions instill in each of you the desire 
to pass along the same to your children one day. Thank you for being such great daughters and for blossoming 
into young ladies whom I greatly respect and admire. I love you very, very much. 
 
Michelle – I am so thankful that I have the best partner in life to support me through all of my endeavors. My 
presidency was once again enhanced by your support, guidance, enthusiasm, and desire to see me succeed.  
Words cannot express my appreciation for all you have done for me the last year supporting me both at PBJC 
and at home. As I have said to you many times before – you are my best friend, my confidant, and the love of 
my life.   
 
As I close my Candlestick article one last time, I want to say how proud I am to be a member of Pine Brook 
Jewish Center and to thank each and every one of you for your support.   
 
Stay safe, stay healthy, and stay strong. 
Evan 
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NURSERY SCHOOL       
LISA LERMAN and JILL BUCKLER    
Nursery School Co-Directors 

 

As another school year comes to an end, it is hard to believe how much all of the children in the Nursery School 
have blossomed, each in their own unique way. Our hallways and classrooms show the progression from 
September to the present, and the staff and we are blessed to have watched each child grow into such special 
and wonderful young people. The last few weeks were bustling with activity, leading us to a spectacular ending 
to what has been a fantastic year.  
  
Truck Day is always a huge hit with the preschool children! Again this year we were treated to an up close and 
personal look at some of the most fascinating vehicles on the road! From fire trucks and police cars to street 
sweepers, tractors, backhoes, school buses and an ambulance, we saw it all. As a special treat, we had ice 
cream from the ice cream truck!!   
 
This month we celebrate the “end of an era” for many of our students. Our graduation ceremony highlights the 
Pre-K 4’s as they close the doors to nursery school and are prepared to move up to kindergarten! We took a 
walk down memory lane from the past few years together and we are bursting with pride at the fine young ladies 
and gentlemen who are the Class of 2021. We know our graduates will continue to grow and thrive and bring 
happiness to their families as they move forward in life! Mazel Tov to all!! 
 
Summer 2021 will be here before we know it. Pine Brook Day Camp is ready to open on June 28th! We are still 
accepting applications for children ages 18 months – 5 years old. Registration forms are available through the 
Nursery School. At Pine Brook Day Camp we offer an 8 week program highlighted by fabulous weekly themes 
and programming that includes water play, arts and crafts, music, games, sports, special events and more! 
 
PBJC Nursery continues to grow! Our already vibrant and stimulating preschool program includes “Giggle Zone,” 
an expanded care option (hours available 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.) accommodating the needs of parents who 
require longer hours. We are so pleased to have already welcomed numerous new families into our PBJC 
community and more are on their way.  
 
Planning for the 2021–2022 school year is nearly complete. We will be spending the summer putting the finishing 
touches on what promises to be another amazing, memorable, and fun school year. As always, our door is open 
to anyone who would like more information about any of our nursery programs. 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful, relaxing, and happy summer!! 
 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Lisa Lerman and Jill Buckler 
Co-Directors  
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL              
MARY SHEYDWASSER 
Educational Director 
 

Our Religious School students have completed another phase of their journey learning about our rich traditions 
and culture. The Kitah Hey class of 5781 has graduated with the anticipation of returning as B’Yachad students 
in the fall, while our other Kitot move up another rung on our educational ladder. This academic year was 
enjoyable, rewarding, and challenging, filled with adventure and experiences that will help navigate our students’ 
religious and spiritual development. Every step has been a blessing, and I look forward to watching your children 
grow into fine young adults. 
 
Our end-of-year festivities were a great success! It was wonderful to finally see the children in person and watch 
them connect with their friends. They had fun making edible torahs, creating sand art, and tracing and decorating 
their handprints, which will be used to create a large tree of life, “eitz chaim”, on our bulletin board. I do believe, 
however, that the main event was the ice cream truck! Thank you all who came and participated in our program. 
 
On May 16th, we celebrated the graduation of Beyond B’Yachad and our B’Nai Torah Confirmants. Fourteen 
remarkable young men and women devoted and dedicated themselves to study the teachings of The Torah. 
Together, B’Yachad, they learned how Judaism is relevant to them and to the issues and problems they face 
daily. Through discussion, debate, and dissection, they took the words of our traditions and made Jewish values 
come alive. 
 
These students created a community, a kehilla, by studying together, sharing adventures and meals, and most 
recently, by gathering on Zoom. They now understand the importance of belonging to a synagogue and 
continuing Jewish studies with their peers.  
 
To you, the graduates, I honestly believe that each one of you will succeed in finding a Jewish organization that 
speaks directly to you once you arrive on campus. You are bright, articulate, and sensitive, and I am sure that 
every one of you will make us proud! 
 
Sam, Joey, Griffin, Sammy, Charlotte, Steven, and Lindsay, I have had the privilege of joining you on your Jewish 
journey. Together, we laughed, bared our souls, and searched for our own truths on a myriad of topics. I have 
watched you grow from children into fine young men and women. You all have touched my heart and have 
created memories that I will cherish forever. Mazel Tov! 
 
To our Confirmants, Zachary, Ethan, Matthew, Jack, Amanda, Rachel and Hailey, congratulations on continuing 
your Jewish education post-B’Nai Mitzvah. Your dedication, commitment, and enthusiasm should be 
commended. I look forward to the next two years as we continue to study together, embark on new adventures 
and field trips, and have you serve as madrichim to our younger students during school hours. 
 
Our program has grown and evolved over these past twelve years. I do have a dream that, in the future, we will 
find a creative way to provide an educational peer trip to Israel for our B’Yachad students. As Herzl said, “Im 
tirtzu ein zo agadah” “If you will it, it is no dream.”  
 
Wishing you all a wonderful summer. Looking forward to seeing you in September. 
 

B’Shalom, 

Mary Sheydwasser   
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B’NAI MITZVAH    
Alyssa Citron 
June 5, 2021 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Alyssa Citron entered this world on June 18, 2008. She joined her 
big sister Amanda and big brother Aaron in the Citron household. 
She cried a lot that first day but has been a joy ever since. 
 

Alyssa is a happy, optimistic, level-headed, engaged person who 
relates so well to everyone she encounters. She is a flyer on the 
Montville Competitive Cheerleading Team and also a second 
baseman/center fielder on the Montville Travel Softball Team. 
She is excelling at Lazar Middle School where she currently is in 
7th grade 
 

Alyssa chose to raise money for the Mark Schonwetter Holocaust 
Education Foundation as her mitzvah project. The funds raised 
will enable the foundation to provide grants to schools for 
Holocaust education. Please consider donating. You can make a 
donation online at  https://givebutter.com/rK5xil. Alyssa has been 
working very hard on her Bat Mitzvah prayers and is looking 
forward to leading Shabbat services on June 5. 
 
 
 

 
Ari Miller 
June 12, 2021 

 
Ari Miller was born to his parents, Amy and Daniel Miller, with 
wide-open eyes and a full head of hair on November 17, 2007. 
He has not stopped moving since that day. He is the oldest child 
to his two sisters, Dahlia and Jordana, and is the oldest of many 
cousins. They all love to follow his energy and are thrilled when 
he plays with them. Ari loves his friends, family, and 
grandparents, always stops to pet, speak to or hug his two cats, 
and prefers sports over almost all else. He is a basketball fanatic 
and knows practically every basketball stat out there, which 
usually includes hour-by-hour updates to his family or anyone 
who will listen. He has played soccer and skied for years and 
excels at both. He loves the Brooklyn Nets, the Baltimore 
Ravens, University of Maryland sports, and also has a unique skill 
to speak in multiple accents. Ari spends time drawing, mostly 
honing his sports-drawing skills.  
 

Ari is in the 7th grade at Lazar Middle School and is looking 
forward to returning to camp at Pinemere this summer. For his 
Bar Mitzvah project, Ari delivered food to those in need and those 
who were unable to leave their home due to the pandemic. We 
are so excited to share this simcha with our family and to watch 
all of Ari’s hard work and preparation as he becomes a Bar 
Mitzvah. 

 

https://givebutter.com/rK5xil
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MAZAL TOV TO OUR PBJC GRADUATES! 

Nursery School 

Sophia Barness 

Jax Baumgarten 

Maya Boxer 

Asher Eskinazi 

Graham Goodstein 

Logan Hall 

Sabrina Jacobs 

Jagger Jensen 

Avery Lawrence 

Micah Schachter 

Austin Singer 

 

 

Kitah Hey 7th Grade 

Aiden Blumenthal 

Max Blumenthal 

Eden Brodsky 

Ruby Brodsky 

Alyssa Citron 

Hayley Edelstein 

Emma Friedman 

Hannah Friedman 

Chase Garb 

Brody Hammer 

Jacob Hammer 

Alexis Handler 

Chloe Horowitz 

Alexa Landau 

Jonas Liebowitz 

Romi Michales 

Ari Miller 

Zachary Pett 

Kevin Reiss 

Jordan Rothenberg 

Leah Seewald 

Harrison Talman 

Kate Wise 

B’Yachad 10th Grade Confirmants 

Zachary Friedman 

Ethan Kraut 

Matthew Reiss 

Jack Steckelman 

Amanda Stiller 

Rachel Thailer 

Hailey Zuckerman 

 

 

 

 

Beyond B’Yachad 12th Grade Graduates 

Samuel Abramson 

Joseph Crane 

Griffin Smolar 

Samuel Stiller 

Charlotte Weinstein 

Steven Zampaglione 

Lindsay Zuckerman 
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MAZAL TOV GRADUATES! 

Class of 2021 
 

 

Name Graduating From School Attending 

Samuel Abramson Montville Township High School Binghamton University 

Zachary Boyer Montville Township High School Syracuse University 

Spencer Carus Montville Township High School Quinnipiac University 

Amanda Citron Montville Township High School Indiana University 

Joseph Crane Montville Township High School The College of New Jersey 

Sage Drewke Kinnelon High School Montclair State University 

Brady Garb Montville Township High School University of Delaware 

Charlie Landau Montville Township High School Penn State University 

Aidan Mach Newark Academy University of Wisconsin - Madison 

Joelle Sandler Montville Township High School Indiana University 

Reece Spielberger Montville Township High School Penn State University 

Samuel Stiller Morris County School of Technology Binghamton University 

Michael Usatine Newark Academy Lehigh University 

Charlotte Weinstein Montville Township High School Emory University 

Evan Yorston Morristown High School  

Steven Zampaglione Montville Township High School SUNY Oneonta  

Lindsay Zuckerman Fusion Academy Morristown The College of New Jersey 

Emma Zwickel Montville Township High School Johnson & Wales University 

   

Name Graduated From School Attending 

Jason Davis Marist College  

Parker Fox Franklin & Marshall College Johns Hopkins University 

Sydnie Friedman St. Georges University, 

School of Veterinary Medicine 

 

Carly Goldsmith The College of New Jersey The College of New Jersey, 

Graduate School of Education 

Ashley Hay University of Maryland Rutgers University School of 

Dental Medicine 

Sydney Kirsch New York University,  

Masters in Social Work 

 

Sara Schneiderman Ithaca College Ithaca College 
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ELIOT SAKOLSKY AARON MELZER SCHOLARSHIP  

Arlene and David Sakolsky, along with their three sons, Eliot, Harvey, and Bill, were pillars of the Jewish 

community. Eliot was the United Synagogue Youth (USY) leader at Congregation Beth Shalom in Pompton 

Lakes. He passed away at the age of thirty-one. 

A scholarship fund was established by Congregation Beth Shalom in Eliot’s memory. The goal of the fund is to 

provide financial aid to youth participating in Jewish activities, such as Kadima, USY, Camp Ramah, Israel 

trips, and other Jewish educational activities. 

Congregation Beth Shalom has transferred the fund to Pine Brook Jewish Center, where it will continue to 

perpetuate Eliot’s memory. May his memory be a blessing to your youth. 

Eliot’s brothers, Harvey and Bill, are current members of Pine Brook Jewish Center. Upon learning of the 

sudden and tragic loss of Aaron Melzer, a Pine Brook Jewish Center Religious School student, Congregation 

Beth Shalom honored the Melzer family by rededicating the fund as the Eliot Sakolsky Aaron Melzer 

Scholarship Fund. 

Aaron is the son of Margo and Jason Melzer, and the older brother of triplets, Anna, Brielle, and Brian. Aaron 

was a Religious School Student at Pine Brook Jewish Center, beginning at the age of two in its Nursery 

School. Aaron was a kind, loving, thoughtful and empathetic young man who was looking forward to his Bar 

Mitzvah. It was Aaron’s dream to travel to Israel, but he never did, as a result of his sudden passing at the age 

of eleven. The Melzer family shares the Sakolsky family’s mission to offer financial assistance to Religious 

School students so that they can further their Jewish studies at home and abroad. 

In memory of Eliot Sakolsky and Aaron Melzer, this fund will continue to financially assist Jewish youth to 

obtain a meaningful Jewish education and to fulfill their own individual dreams. Please note that recipients of 

this scholarship must be members of Pine Brook Jewish Center and students in high school or college. All 

decisions related to this fund will be governed by the Eliot Sakolsky Aaron Melzer Scholarship Fund 

Committee. 

Please contact the Eliot Sakolsky Aaron Melzer Scholarship Fund Committee chairperson, Beverly Berkowitz, 

at sakolsky-melzer-scholarship@pbjc.org with any questions. 

We are pleased to announce that we awarded two scholarships last year and two again this year. 

We would like very much to award many more in years to come; however we need more applicants and 

donations from congregants. Thank you for your support. 

 

CLICK HERE FOR THE SAKOLSKY/MELZER SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

 

 

  

mailto:sakolsky-melzer-scholarship@pbjc.org
https://www.pbjc.org/sakolsky/melzer-scholarship.html
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BETTY CRANE FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
FRAN HOBERMAN-SCHENKEL AND BETH FUCHS 
Club Coordinators              

       
We hope everyone has been enjoying the onset of spring and getting outside, whether to take a walk or sit on a 

bench with a book. We sent a gift to Sheila Basem at the end of April on behalf of the Friendship Club to thank 

her for her time and efforts leading the Friendship Club these past few years – a little something for her new 

home in Pennsylvania. 

We hope everyone enjoyed Oscar Israelowitz’s tour of Synagogues of Western Europe on May 10th. He led us 

on a photographic journey through Italy, Switzerland, Germany, France, Holland, and England, showing us the 

interiors and exteriors of a number of the great Synagogues of Western Europe. As it was Jerusalem Day, Fran 

opened up the evening with a brief lesson on Yom Yerushalayim, the Israeli national holiday commemorating 

the reunification of Jerusalem and the establishment of Israeli control over the Old City in the aftermath of the 

June 1967 Six-Day War. 

Plan to join us again on Tuesday June 15th for a presentation on New Jersey State Parks by historian and 

photographer Kevin Woyce. Some of NJ’s most exciting history can be found in its more than two dozen State 

Parks. Kevin will share his photographs of many of NJ’s beautiful state parks, plus vintage maps and images of 

historic people, places, and events. We hope that you will find a summer day’s destination after watching this, 

so mark your calendar for June 15th at 7:15pm. We look forward to seeing you on Zoom. 

If you have suggestions for future programs or want to be more involved and join the Friendship Club Committee, 

please reach out to us at PBJCfriendshipclub@gmail.com. 

Beth and Fran 

SASS      
ELAINE NACHSHEN 
Coordinator 
 

Finally, SASS has started programming again. We have made it through the pandemic to a time when the 

majority of our group feel safe enough to get together and enjoy being out and about with each other. On May 

26th SASS got together for an outdoor Bingo game with prizes. We played quite a few games, we talked, we 

laughed and had a great time just being together again. After bingo, we did not want the event to end and a 

group of us went out for a salad and pizza lunch at a local Italian restaurant. A wonderful day was had by all. It 

seemed like old times again and we loved it! 

In June, I hope to arrange for a picnic in a local park and a trip to the Arboretum in Morristown to walk through 

the beautiful gardens. We love to eat out and will break bread in a Morristown eatery after the Arboretum. We 

love dining out and will arrange for an evening dinner. Time and place to be determined at a later date.  

Hopefully by July, some of the local playhouses that we have supported in the past will be up and running again. 

We cannot wait to see a show or two over the summer. We are anxiously waiting for their reopening. Hopefully, 

there will be an outdoor concert or two for us to attend. Please let me know if you know of any.  

SASS will NOT be charging dues in 2021 to any of our current members until 2022. We welcome new members 

and dues paid by any new member will be paid thru 2022. 

Please call with any questions about our friendly group of Socially Active Single Seniors at PBJC.             

Elaine Nachshen   973-263-0407          nachshen@aol.com 
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nourish.NJ 
Louis Schwartz 
Chair 
 

I would like to send a heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped PBJC help nourish.NJ in May. Due to the 
generosity of our congregants, we collected $1,295 in cash donations and once again delivered a full car load 
of food to people in need. Given the current circumstances with the pandemic, these donations are so greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Our next formal collection for nourish.NJ will be in August.  
 
I'd like to send a special thanks to: 
 
Pam and Michael Baron Carol Kotch 
Jordan and Sheila Basem Marion and Bob Lowenfish 
Beverly Berkowitz Susan and Gil Mandel 
Ilene and Jonathan Cabelly Barry Marks 
Sue Charnet Michelle and Craig Nadel 
Julie and Peter Cohan Maryam and Kia Nili 
Diane and Frank Dalton Erica and David Paris 
Susan and Fred Decter William Sakolsky 
Judy and Art Eisen Reese and Micah Schachter 
Gail and Ray Feldman Sandy and Arnie Schancupp 
Sheila and Wally Ferguson Marlene Scheinthal 
Sharon and Bob Fields Sondra and Rich Schuman 
Randee and Glenn Fox Louise Shapiro 
Nancy and Mickey Gilbert Patty Schwartz 
Barbara and Abe Goll Libby and Charlie Stein 
Marcy and Alan Guilder Estelle Stein 
Sharon and Joe Huber Myra Sumka 
Gayle and Jeffrey Isacson Allison Weinberg 
Paula and Ed Kadushin Nany and Jeffrey Weiss 
Bea and Sy Katz Howard Youngman 
Shirley and Sheldon Kavesh Michelle and Evan Zuckerman 
Sheila and Michael Kirsch  
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IMPORTANT LINKS AND INFORMATION  

Click Here for the full PBJC Calendar       
 
*Be sure to regularly check the calendar on the PBJC website as updated flyers and event/program 
information will be added. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 

Sunday, June 6 at 3:30 PM – Stand with Israel/Stand Against Anti-Semetism Rally at Smithfield Park 

in Parsippany 

Wednesday, June 9 at 7:30 PM - Congregational Meeting on the Vote of the 2021-2022 Slate of 

Chevra Officers and Trustees followed by the Chevra Board Meeting at 8:00 PM via Zoom – 

Remember to submit your votes by 5 PM on Wednesday, June 9. 

 

Thursday, June 10 at 7:00 PM - Cooking with Cantor Toren via Zoom 

 

Tuesday, June 15 at 7:15 PM - Betty Crane Friendship Club: New Jersey State Parks presented by 

Kevin Woyce via Zoom 

 

Friday, June 18 at 8:00 PM - Friday Night Services with Installation of 2021-2022 Chevra Officers and 

Trustees, Sisterhood Board, and Men's Club Board; Presentation of Sakolsky-Melzer Scholarship 

Award Recipients 

 

Monday, August 9 - PBJC Golf, Tennis & Game Room Classic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pbjc.org/calendar
https://www.pbjc.org/event/stand-with-israel---stand-against-anti-semetism-rally.html
https://www.pbjc.org/event/stand-with-israel---stand-against-anti-semetism-rally.html
https://www.pbjc.org/event/cooking-with-cantor-toren---salmon-recipes.html
https://www.pbjc.org/event/betty-crane-friendship-club-new-jersey-state-parks-presented-by-kevin-woyce.html
https://www.pbjc.org/event/betty-crane-friendship-club-new-jersey-state-parks-presented-by-kevin-woyce.html
https://www.pbjc.org/golf-and-tennis-classic.html
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Happy Anniversary to…      
6/1 – Sharyn and Stewart Nadel 
6/6 – Ellen and Malcolm Shelsky 
6/7 – Sheila and Jordan Basem 
6/9 – Randi and Seth Friedman, Anne and Gerald Kirk, Erma and Asher Krief 
6/11 – Susan and Gilbert Mandel 
6/13 – Roberta and Bob Kanarick 
6/16 – Bea and Sy Katz, Sandy and Arnie Schancupp 
6/18 – Janet and Daniel Schiff 
6/21 – Judy and Art Eisen      
6/23– Shirley and Sheldon Kavesh 
6/26 – Suzanne and David Reiss     
6/27 – Irene and Jerrold Davis 
 

Happy Birthday to… 
6/1 – Diane Dalton, Lisa Weinstein 
6/3 – Erica Langer, Jessica Langer, Phil Schachter 
6/4 – Greg Baron 
6/5 – Jake Bernstein, Jeremy Cabelly, Rosalee Keech, Aili Monahan, Jamie Singer 
6/6 – Jared Bergman, Joshua Dratler, Ryan Dratler, Logan Kayne, Marcia Mauro, Jack Rosenkranz 
6/7 – Daniel Weiner 
6/8 – Dean Baker 
6/9 – Beth Fuchs, Nan Rothberg, Jonah Seewald, Noah Sokaler, Jeffrey Weinflash 
6/10 – Layla Baines, Jason Nazmiyal 
6/11 – Scott Baron, Ruth Bernstein, Monica Citron, Rita Isaacs, Richard Kurland 
6/12 – Howard Schenkel 
6/13 – Emma Prince, Martin Sarver 
6/15 – Raymond Mariash, Monique Mendelson, Kim Stiller 
6/16 – Eleanor Damiano, Sharon Huber 
6/17 – Charlie Stein 
6/18 – Alyssa Citron, Vicki Sukoneck 
6/19 – Lila Bortniker 
6/20 – Jay Glickson, Hunter Zacker 
6/21 – Jay Birnbaum, Connor Gitlin, Adi Mittler, Ira Robbins 
6/22 – Sheila Kirsch, Jordyn Silverman 
6/23 – Isaac Bedell, Nancy Drillings, Melinda Kraus, Jack Wenarsky, Jeff Wise 
6/25 – Andrew Abramson, Matthew Silverman, Michael Singer 
6/26 – Jill Bernstein, Warren Usatine                                 
6/27 – Emma Friedman, Joseph Gonzalez                 
6/28 – Shayna Hay, Eric Kayne, Ryan Wortman 



 

June 2021 Sivan – Tammuz 5781  15 

6/29 – Noa Boxer, Tracy Horowitz                            
6/30 – Dara Manheim, Helene Vallese 

DONORS/SPONSORS          

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 
By: Robert & Amy Charles  
In honor of Hayley Edelstein becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah 
 
By: Sue Charnet 
In appreciation of the Rabbi’s efforts to bring a 
meaningful service during difficult circumstances 
 
By: Susan and Gary Messinger  
In appreciation of the Rabbi’s Mi Shebayrekh   
 
By: William Robinson  
In memory of his beloved wife, Rhoda Robinson  
 
 
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 
By: Robert & Amy Charles  
In honor of Hayley Edelstein becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah 
 
By: Sue Charnet 
In appreciation of the Cantor’s efforts to bring a 
meaningful service during difficult circumstances 
 
By: Diane Dalton 
Gratitude for the Passover Seder, cooking classes 
and the lovely Shabbat and holiday services 
 
 
NOURISH.NJ 
 
By: The Weinberg Family  
In honor of their mother and grandmother,  
Sue Charnet’s birthday 
 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
 
By: Diane and Frank Dalton 
In honor of Sue Charnet’s birthday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PBJC GENERAL DONATION 
 
By: Barry Marks 
In honor of Chloe Horowitz becoming a bat mitzvah 
 
 
ELIOT SAKOLSKY/AARON MELZER  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 
By: Beverly and Ilysa Berkowitz  
In memory of Aaron Melzer  
 
By: The Bourhill Family 
In memory of Aaron Melzer  
 
By: Stacey and Larry Garb and Family 
In memory of Keith Lewis’s father, Frederic Lewis 
 
 
KIDDUSH FUND 
 
By: Diane and Frank Dalton  
In gratitude of Mark Roffman for his genuine  
and caring commitment to keeping us  
connected and informed 
 
 
PBJC CARING COMMITTEE 
 
By: Diane and Frank Dalton 
In honor of Erika Rosenthal’s Birthday 
 
By: Sharon and Bob Fields 
In honor of their Aunt Irma Herz’s “100th” birthday 
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YAHRZEIT DONATION  
 
By: Janice Aibel  
In memory of her beloved father, Manuel Kurzberg 
 
By: Jeffrey Alexander  
In memory of his beloved, Stanford Alexander  
 
By: Benjamin Buren 
In memory of his beloved father, Paul Buren 
 
By: Cyndy Chase  
In memory of her beloved husband, Norman Chase  
 
By: Arnold Decof  
In memory of his beloved son, Eric Decof 
 
By: Joan Disler  
In memory of her beloved grandfather,  
Benjamin W. Cohen 
 
By: Marc and Lisa Eidelberg 
In memory of their beloved mothers,  
Reba B. Eidelberg and Barbara Gilbert 
 
By: Arthur Eisen  
In memory of his beloved mother, Roslyn Eisen 
 
By: Barry Falk  
In memory of his beloved sister, Teddy Carchman 
 
 By: Sima and Abe Feder  
In memory of their beloved mothers and friend, 
Rebeca Rapoport, Ana Kolpen Feder and  
Grisha Lewitan 
 
By: Barbara Goll  
In memory of her beloved sister, Taube Schofield 
 
By: Marcy Guilder  
In memory of her beloved mother,  
Rosalind Shapiro 
 
By: Charles Levitan  
In memory of his beloved father, Walter Levitan  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
By: Fred Morrison 
In memory of his beloved mother, Lottie Morrison  
 
By: Marlene Rosen 
In memory of her beloved father,  
Tully N. Kostner  
In memory of her beloved son,  
David Michael Rosen 
In memory of her beloved mother-in-law,  
Sadie U. Rosen 
 
By: Dorothy Rubin  
In memory of her beloved father, Albert Spodeck  
 
By: Mel Sanders 
In memory of his beloved mother-in-law,  
Lillian Epstein  
 
By: Fran Hoberman-Schenkel and  
Howard Schenkel  
In memory of Fran’s beloved father, David Server  
 
By: Patty Shwartz  
In memory of her beloved grandmother, aunt, and uncle, 
Anna Shwartz, Rebecca Shwartz, and Jacob Schwartz 
 
By: Harvey Sussman  
In memory of his beloved father, Oscar Sussman 
 
By: Lester Wolfson  
In memory of his beloved uncle, Max Lieberman 
 
By: Ann Wolman  
In memory of her beloved mother,  
Sherley Ballen Katz  
 
By: Shelley Zemel  
In memory of her beloved father, Irving Alper  
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SISTERHOOD TRIBUTES    

     

To:  Dean Baker –  
In memory of your father, Howard Baker 
From:  Natalie and Len Wallach,  
Ina and Mark Roffman, Nancy and Jonathan Cohen, 
Sandy and Arnold Schancupp, Ilene and Jay Thailer, 
Janet and Michael Slipowitz, Marcy and Alan Guilder, 
Melinda Kraus, Wendi and Leonard Leicht,  
Eleanor and George Damiano 
  
To: Sue Charnet –  
Wishing you a Happy Birthday 
From:  Bev and Ilysa Berkowitz 
 
To:  Monica and Richard Citron –  
Mazel Tov on Alyssa's Bat Mitzvah 
From:  Sisterhood 
 
To:  Jessica and Seth Edelstein –  
Mazel Tov on Hayley's Bat Mitzvah 
From:  Ina and Mark Roffman 
 
To:  Eve and Scott Fields –  
Mazel Tov on Sydney’s marriage to Andrew 
From:  Melinda Kraus 
 
 
 
 

To:  Glenn Fox –  
Mazel Tov on your honor by  
UJA Federation of NY Estates and Trusts 
From:  Jackie and Paul Fenton 
 
To:  Stacy Landau –  
Mazel Tov on Alexa's Bat Mitzvah 
From:  Ilene and Jay Thailer,  
Jennifer and Brad Horowitz 
 
To:  Keith Lewis –  
In memory of your father Frederic Alan Lewis 
From:  Andrea and Mitch Goldsmith 
 
To:  Amy and Daniel Miller –  
Mazel Tov on Ari's Bar Mitzvah 
From:  Sisterhood 
  
To: Erika Rosenthal –  
Wishing you a Happy Birthday 
From:  Bev and Ilysa Berkowitz 
 

 

 

If you want to send a tribute card, please contact a member of the tribute team according to your last name. 
Tribute cards may be sent to synagogue members and non-members, but only members will be listed  
in the Candlestick. 
 
 
Email notification is preferred. No calls on the Sabbath, Jewish holidays, before 9:00 AM, or after  
9:00 PM please.        PLEASE NOTE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS FOR ESTELLE STEIN 

 
 

A-GO   Marlene Scheinthal malkacs@msn.com 973-227-5142   (only if not sending email) 

GR-M  Melinda Kraus msubq@aol.com 973-656-1986   (only if not sending email) 

N-Z       Estelle Stein EstelleBPStein@gmail.com 973-588-7332    (only if not sending email) 

 

 

          

mailto:msubq@aol.com
mailto:EstelleBPStein@gmail.com
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YAHRZEITS 
 
READ ON FRI/SAT, 
6/4 and 6/5 
 
6/5/21 – 25 Sivan 
Gwen Rosen 
Chana Fluke 
Jack Rothberg 
Philip Tanenbaum 
Irme Perlmutter 
Albert Kadushin 
 
 
 
 
 
6/9/21 – 29 Sivan 
Herman Minzenheimer 
Florence Joseph 
Khanom Peykar 
Samuel Rosenthal 
Bertha Hellman 
Nathan Daniels 
Fay Schneider 
Celia Goldstein Lane 
 
 
READ ON FRI/SAT, 
6/11 and 6/12 
 
6/12/21 – 2 Tammuz  
Victor Siegal 
Martha Gerver 
Joseph Merory 
Rose Kwasnik 
Stanford Alexander 
Joseph Brooks 
Morris Binder 
Alexander Bruskin 
N. Edward Deutsch 
Nathan Kaplan 
 
 
6/16/21 – 6 Tammuz 
Jacob Thorner 
Selig Weinberg 
Charles Einhorn 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6/6/21 – 26 Sivan 
Donald Silberman 
Fannie Silberman 
Anna Shwartz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6/10/21 – 30 Sivan 
Beatrice Donow 
Max Ornstein 
Joseph Dubovy 
Blanche Kurzweil 
Jacob Schwartz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6/13/21 – 3 Tammuz 
Stewart Schulman 
Harry Halprin 
Jesse Halpern 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6/17/21 – 7 Tammuz 
Victor Davis 
Harry Pivnick 
Arthur B. Joseph 
Yetta Schwartz 
Jerome Glick 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6/7/21 – 27 Sivan 
Etta Unterman 
Max Lieberman 
Agatha Spitz 
Jacob Markowitz 
Miriam Wolfson 
Nathan R. Malakowsky 
Ike Scher 
 
 
 
 
 
6/11/21 – 1 Tammuz 
Dora Seman 
Etta Harris 
Alan Brill 
Irene Gapin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6/14/21 – 4 Tammuz 
Sonia Kaplowitz 
Howard Herbitter 
Pauline Freimauer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6/18/21 –  8 Tammuz 
Herbert Donow 
Isadore Waxberg 
Baruch H. Mann 
Sarah Kostner 
Lila Moretzsky 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6/8/21 – 28 Sivan 
Max Taigman 
Frank M. Robbins 
Sarah Bader 
Setareh Nili 
Eric Decof 
Lottie Morrison 
Norman Drucker 
Larry Preven 
Anna Meistrich 
Sarah Seidman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6/15/21 – 5 Tammuz 
Michael Crane 
Sam Katz 
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READ ON FRI/SAT,  
6/18 and 6/19 
 
6/19/21 – 9 Tammuz 
Walter Levitan 
Carolyle Weiner Reisman 
Rose Kantor 
Albert Levin 
Sadie L. Bloom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6/23/21 – 13 Tammuz 
Taube Schofield 
Donald M. Stiel 
Harry Rappaport 
Jonathan Birnbaum 
 
 
 
 
READ ON FRI/SAT,  
6/25 and 6/26 
 
6/26/21 – 16 Tammuz 
Sherley Ballen Katz 
Claire Dozsa 
Julia Bloom 
Esther Goldstein 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6/30/21 – 20 Tammuz 
Younes Nili 
Rose Thorner 
Emanuel Paster 
Yudel Rapoport 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6/20/21 – 10 Tammuz 
Edwin Radin 
Bernard Weiner 
Morton Grossman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6/24/21 – 14 Tammuz 
Anna Silver Safier 
Max Kampf 
Rachel Reiser 
Jill Davidson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6/27/21 – 17 Tammuz 
Seymour Schancupp 
Solomon Kaplowitz 
Jean Berger 
Ida Newman 
Saul Altman 
Fanny Markowitz 
Herman Schkolnick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7/1/21 – 21 Tammuz 
Ethel Miklacki 
David Server 
Lillian Rubin 
Albert Spodeck 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6/21/21 – 11 Tammuz 
Helen Rosenberg 
Bessie Nesman 
David Glass 
Jack Stein 
Faith Goldweitz Ganz 
Anne Rosenberg 
Barbara Bernstein 
Michael Thailer 
Edward A Newman 
 
 
6/25/21 – 15 Tammuz 
Stanley Gottlieb 
Charles Fisch 
Tania Manheim 
Rebecca Shwartz 
Philip Chesler 
Helene Hirschhorn 
 
 
 
 
 
6/28/21 – 18 Tammuz 
Fanny Kitay 
Jules Delancey 
Herman Friedland 
Alan Jay Feldman 
Paul Buren 
Matthew Cole 
Morris Emanuel 
Berkowitz 
Morris Miller 
Sally Welger 
Hyman Fechter 
 
 
7/2/21 – 22 Tammuz 
Fannie R. Leifer Rader 
Tillie Greenberg 
Abraham Bainnson 
Leo Bernstein 
Gussie Nagin 
Jerold W. Moskowitz 
Lillian Epstein 
Eleanor Joseph 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6/22/21 – 12 Tammuz 
Harriet Alboum 
Jerome Hirschhorn 
George Weinberg 
Linda Weiss 
Audrey Rita Pivnick-Erman 
Mark Adelman 
Irving Haffner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6/29/21 – 19 Tammuz 
Ruth Lambert 
Saul Kohn 
Frieda Taube 
Alexander Fishman 
Rose Rapoport 
Sally Zager 
Bernard Gerald Golloub 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


