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Religious Service Times 
Friday Evenings at 8:00 p.m. The family service is held on the first Friday of each month 

at 7:00 p.m. instead of 8:00 p.m. from September though June. 
Saturday Mornings at 9:45 a.m. with preliminary prayers at 9:30 a.m. 

 
Emergency Contact Information 

Please use the following protocol in the event of an emergency or if you lose a loved one:  
Call the synagogue office at 973-244-9800. If the office is closed, call Rabbi Finkel at  
(973) 287-7047 (home) or (973) 407-0065 (cell). If you are unable to reach the Rabbi,  

contact Cantor Toren at (973) 980-7777 or Michelle Zuckerman at (973) 886-5456. 
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RABBI’S MESSAGE    
RABBI MARK DAVID FINKEL 
 

When the Pandemic is Over … A Jewish Story 

Since Spring of 2020 we have been starting our sentences with the expression, “When the pandemic is over 

… “ I still say it myself, often. I consider it a sign of hopefulness and resilience - that we expect that, after 

multiple spikes, there will be a point in our lives when the pandemic will be relegated to merely an epidemic 

(or less). But it will be looming still in our minds, perhaps even a factor in many things that we do, yet we will 

know that, hopefully, after, please G-d, a broader vaccination program, the pandemic will be increasingly 

behind us. It will possibly be a frightening thought that never completely goes away, perhaps like the Great 

Depression was to our parents or grandparents, a factor in many things that they did even years later. Yet, 

after World War II, so many of them (immigrants and children of immigrants) reached plateaus in education, 

profession, business, and lifestyle of which they hardly could have dreamt in the early years after their arrival 

in America or during the depression or during the war. 

I have shared the following story, but not in this context: Hanukkah became the holiday it is in response to a 

similar turn of events in Jewish history. We all know the Hanukkah story: Antiocus, the Syrian-Greek 

Emperor, as a matter of policy, felt it would be easier to rule the Empire if everyone lived a common culture. 

In his madness, Antiocus took this to great lengths and since the Judeans lived a conspicuously different 

lifestyle and since Judea was a swing buffer zone between Antiocus and the rival Egyptian-Greek empire of 

the Ptolemies, Antiocus would go to any length (culturally, politically, religiously, or militarily) to make the 

Judeans look and live like the majority of the Empire. 

So, in response, the Maccabees and their followers were willing to do whatever it took to repulse or overthrow 

Antiocus, lest the Judeans become assimilated to a point of no return. Let alone that they would be living a 

life very much not in accord with the Torah. We sometimes forget (or never knew) that the first phase of this 

war of independence took three years until they were able to purify the Temple. It took another fourteen years 

until Antiocus and his army were pushed back into Syria. 

As I mentioned on Rosh HaShanah, the COVID variants have been labelled with Greek letters. It is hard for 

me to remember that I used to read Greek to study the Septuagint, the Greek translation, from the time of 

the Maccabees, of the Hebrew Bible. Time and the pandemic have made me associate Greek letters more 

with disease than with my love of Bible study. (I never belonged to a fraternity.) It has done a number on us 

in so many ways. 

I also like to remind (anyone who will listen) that while purifying the Temple, the Judeans realized that what 

they had missed the most was the celebration of Sukkot the longest (8 days, Passover was only 7 days in 

Israel) and most joyous of holidays in those days. So, this holiday of rededicating the Temple would be 

modeled after Sukkot. Furthermore, the Maccabees also knew their Jewish history: the dedication of 

Solomon's Temple coincided with the eight days of Sukkot. (I know that every time that I tell this story, I pop 

somebody’s bubble about the miracle of the oil story. We can discuss this at some other time.) 

In our celebration of Hanukkah, almost bringing 2021 to an end, even as we await the verdict on omicron, let 

us be hopeful and let us continue to fashion our dreams of what we are going to do … when the pandemic 

is over. 

Hag Same’ah, 

Rabbi Finkel 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
MICHAEL WEINSTEIN 
President 
 

 
HAPPY KHANUKKAH!!! 
 
According to the Oxford English Dictionary, there are 24 variant spellings for Hanukkah: 
 
Chanucha, Chanuchah, Hanuca, Hanucka, Chanuca, Chanucah, Chanucca, Chanuccah, Chanuka, Chanukah, 
Chanukka, Chanukkah, Hanucah, Hanucca, Hanuccah, Hanucha, Hanuckah, Hanuka, Hanukah, Hanukka, 
Hanukkah, Khanukah, Khanukka, and Khanukkah.  
 
This year, it just feels like a new one of these ridiculous spellings is in order…so Happy Khanukkah, everybody!  
 
Growing up as a kid during the holidays, I likened the modest flames of the menorah as my holiday lights to the 
basic nature and character of my religion - be proud, be humble, don't draw too much attention to yourself, and 
be accepting of the token dreidel song in school to acknowledge your tradition. It was implied that you needed 
to follow the Jewish traditions of your forefathers - forget about the big presents and big lights you saw outside 
your neighbors’ homes and accept your eight small presents as you learn to feel the love on the inside. After all, 
your father will be feeling the love with the other Jewish tradition, manageable electricity bills.   
 
As much as any Jewish holiday, Khanukkah can be whatever you want it to be. Spell it the way you want it, or 
like with a dreidel, spin it the way you want it. It may be a relatively minor Jewish holiday on our calendar but as 
others celebrate hope this time of year, it feels appropriate for us to do the same. Since Khanukkah literally 
means dedication in Hebrew, let’s all dedicate ourselves to being as thankful, hopeful, and introspective as ever.  
     
Lighting the menorah to commemorate the story of the Maccabees and the oil miraculously burning for eight 
nights is all about shining the light. Light symbolizes hope. Hope these days is synonymous with, “I sure hope 
this stuff ends soon because I never imagined I’d be celebrating Khanukkah again with still so much to hope for!” 
To me, darker times mean this miracle of the light burns brighter so it feels easy to feel more hopeful than ever. 
What do we have to hope for? Plenty!  
 
Please try to do things to remind yourselves you are part of our community, even though it may sometimes be 
harder for us to see our fellow congregants as often as we have in the past. One congregant shared with me 
they felt that PBJC has been walking the line of safety very appropriately - offering activity through in person, 
hybrid, and virtual options throughout the pandemic. To that point, I hope you will look through this Candlestick 
to see the various programming and activities being offered. To you, our congregation, I’d like to share how 
proud I am of this community for continuing to be charitable and show grace and support for our Pine Brook 
Jewish Center! 
 
We are doing the things we can with care and safety, which is always most important for our membership! If 
there’s more to do and if you have suggestions, of course we will listen, so please do not be shy and reach out 
to us with comments, suggestions, and ideas.  
 
I hope each of you do the things to keep the flame burning the way that feels right for you. Please step out into 
the light when you can or reach out to us when you need a little light to shine your way!  
 
Michael 
pbjcmweinstein@gmail.com 
551-404-2089 

 

mailto:pbjcmweinstein@gmail.com
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NURSERY SCHOOL 

LISA LERMAN and JILL BUCKLER    
Nursery School Co-Directors 

 
To say time is flying by would be an understatement. It seems like just yesterday we were busy preparing for 
the school year. In the blink of an eye it is December and we have been so busy learning and making fabulous 
memories.  

In the Nursery School, we are all very thankful for our friends, teachers and of course our families. Thanksgiving 
is always a very special time of year as we invite our families to share the holiday with us. This year we were 
able to invite the parents to Scheinman Hall and we told the story of the pilgrims, sang some fun holiday songs, 
and enjoyed a wonderful Thanksgiving feast. The children especially enjoyed the chance to munch on some 
holiday favorites including homemade cornbread and butter!  

Hanukkah is always a very exciting time of year for our preschoolers, and at PBJC Nursery we really know how 
to celebrate! The holiday spirit is alive and thriving. Just ask your children what they have been creating. Our 
classrooms and our hallways are decorated with all of their beautiful art projects!  

 

We will continue to read holiday stories, bake yummy treats, and make crafts that our families will cherish for 
years to come. The children have been practicing for weeks and to cap off our holiday season, a very special 
Nursery School Hanukkah/Shabbat program will be performed. The staff and children join us in wishing 
everyone a Happy and Healthy 2022!  

It is almost January which means that it will be time to start our Introduction to Preschool class for children who 
will be 18 months old by January 1. This transition class is designed for toddlers to slowly gain confidence and 
independence in a classroom setting. The children in “Intro” will be ready for Pine Brook Day Camp Summer 
2022 program as well as the 2’s class in September. Registration is taking place now.  

Planning for Summer 2022 is in full swing! We are currently working on registration for the PBJC Day Camp for 
children ages 18 months old to 5 years old. Registration will be available in the nursery school office or please 
feel free to contact us at pbjc@pbjc.org to hear more about this wonderful program.  

Registration for the 2022-23 school year will soon be open. Stay tuned for details regarding our dynamic 
and vibrant Intro, 2, 3 and Pre-K programs in our January newsletter.  

As always, our door is open to anyone who would like more information about any of our early childhood 
programs.  

Warm Regards,  

Lisa Lerman and Jill Buckler  
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL              
MARY SHEYDWASSER                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Educational Director                                                                                                                                                                              

Our Religious School students have been hard at work learning about Hanukkah, which always fall on the 25th 

day of Kislev. They have been busy creating beautiful artifacts to share at home. Mainstage Productions did an 

amazing job engaging our students in a fun and interactive manner. Many thanks to Sisterhood for providing this 

program, the Hanukkah candles, gelt, and dreidels for our children!  

We had an extraordinary event to commemorate Kristallnacht. Mr. Mark Schonwetter survived the Holocaust, 

along with his mother and sister, by hiding in the forests as well as in the homes of righteous Polish families. 

Over the last few years, Mark and his daughters, Ann Arnold, and Isabella Fiske, have been sharing his story of 

survival all over the Northeast.  In 2016, Ann put her father's story in writing and published her first 

book, Together A Journey for Survival.  

On December 12th, a memorable Bar/Bat Mitzvah workshop for our Kitah Dalet (6th grade) parents and students 

will take place. We will be discussing the meaning of this milestone along with Jewish values, wisdom, and 

identity. Some of the thought-provoking questions will be:  How would one explain this important life cycle event 

to a non-Jewish friend? Has the family come together to discuss why their child goes through the trials and 

tribulations of studying for 6-8 months for a 21/2-hour service?  

Students will be creating their “yads”, a ritual object that they will be using at their own Bar / Bat Mitzvah service. 

They are also working hard on their tefillot, prayers, as they will be leading services on Friday,                                      

January 28th, 2022.  

Attending Junior Congregation services is so essential for the children.  They learn about the Shabbat service, 

the Torah Parsha for the week, and so much more. It gives them the confidence to lead prayers in front of their 

peers and the socialization of meeting other students in the school. Please encourage your child to attend; the 

result will be priceless! 

We are doing our very best to offer an excellent education during these challenging times. Fortunately, we are 

back in person and focusing on catching the students up with their Hebrew reading. Please take the time to listen 

to your child practice their homework. Many thanks to you, the parents, for your patience, cooperation, and 

support in ensuring that Jewish education will continue to flourish. 

Upcoming Events: 

Thursday, December 2nd – B’Yachad Hanukkah Party 

Saturday, December 4th – Junior Congregation 

Sunday, December 12th – Kitah Dalet Yad Workshop 

Saturday, December 18th - Junior Congregation 

Sunday, December 19th – Challah Days 

Wishing you a very Happy Hanukkah; may the light from our Cheruiyot continue to lift our spirit and souls. 

B’Shalom, 
Mary Sheydwasser 

  

http://www.togetherajourneyforsurvival.com/
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THE HARVEY JAFFE B’YACHAD MEMORIAL FUND 

Harvey Jaffe, Hershey, was the driving force behind B’yachad. He helped make our dream come alive by leading 
a vibrant community of learners who come together post their B’Nai Mitzvah! This is what Hershey had to say 
about it: 
 
The success of our Hebrew High School, B’yachad, is dependent on the ability to not only learn about ‘the ethics 
of our people,’ but more importantly to build a community. When students trust and care about each other they 
feel safe to share their views and ideas in a classroom setting and a dialogue begins. The fear of being judged 
by one’s peers dissipates, and discussions become lively and interactive. From the time of Hillel and Shammai, 
our tradition teaches that there was always room to examine, dissect and re-evaluate our laws. In fact, many 
believe that different perspectives are exactly the reason Judaism has survived for almost 6000 years. However, 
all our ancestors agreed on the importance of a holy community a ‘kehilah kedusha,’ where everyone is 
respected, and every opinion is valued.   
 
A few testimonials… 
 
The reason I come back to B’yachad cannot be put into words. I cannot describe how much fun it is; it is 
something that needs to be experienced to understand.  Hershey is a magnificent teacher who does an incredible 
job engaging with all the students and I strongly recommend that everyone attend B’yachad.  
 
The reason I keep coming back to B’yachad is because I want to keep learning deeply about Judaism and all its 
many different features.  Also, I love Hershey’s sense of humor and the way he handles things are funny.  Finally, 
I like the things we talk about and hanging with friends. B’yachad is the best place to be on a Thursday night, 
Mrs. Sheydwasser, Hershey and everyone in it are the best. 
 
B’yachad has given me the opportunity to grow closer with my peers. I’ve learned beyond the basics of 
responsibility, right from wrong and a series of life lessons.  The friendship, trust and creativity in the room allows 
me to connect individually with each person. I am proud to be a part of B’yachad and I am proud to speak freely 
there without hesitation. 
 
I still come to B’yachad because of the environment and because I know I will learn something I may not 
anywhere else. Hershey is someone I know I can tell anything to and ask anything without worrying about it 
leaving the conversation. I love learning about my Jewish roots and about what my religion stands for in relation 
to the past, the present and what will happen in the future. 
 
Funds were collected after his untimely passing four years ago, however, his legacy still lives on. Hershey’s 
family has decided to put this money and all future donations towards scholarships for students interested in 
enrolling in B’Yachad, along with funding off-site excursions that have always been highlights of our program. 
Donations are accepted in any amount. To make a donation, go to the DONATE NOW section of the PBJC 
website and make sure to select Harvey Jaffe B’yachad Memorial Fund as the Payment Type. 
 
May this serve as a living tribute to his memory. 

 

  

https://www.pbjc.org/payment.php
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ELIOT SAKOLSKY AARON MELZER SCHOLARSHIP 

  
Arlene and David Sakolsky, along with their three sons, Eliot, Harvey, and Bill, were pillars of the Jewish 

community. Eliot was the United Synagogue Youth (USY) leader at Congregation Beth Shalom in Pompton 

Lakes. He passed away at the age of thirty-one. 

A scholarship fund was established by Congregation Beth Shalom in Eliot’s memory. The goal of the fund is to 

provide financial aid to youth participating in Jewish activities, such as Kadima, USY, Camp Ramah, Israel trips, 

and other Jewish educational activities. 

Congregation Beth Shalom has transferred the fund to Pine Brook Jewish Center, where it will continue to 

perpetuate Eliot’s memory. May his memory be a blessing to your youth. 

Eliot’s brothers, Harvey and Bill, are current members of Pine Brook Jewish Center. Upon learning of the sudden 

and tragic loss of Aaron Melzer, a Pine Brook Jewish Center Religious School student, Congregation Beth 

Shalom honored the Melzer family by rededicating the fund as the Eliot Sakolsky Aaron Melzer Scholarship 

Fund. 

Aaron is the son of Margo and Jason Melzer, and the older brother of triplets, Anna, Brielle, and Brian. Aaron 

was a Religious School Student at Pine Brook Jewish Center, beginning at the age of two in its Nursery School. 

Aaron was a kind, loving, thoughtful and empathetic young man who was looking forward to his Bar Mitzvah. It 

was Aaron’s dream to travel to Israel, but he never did, as a result of his sudden passing at the age of eleven. 

The Melzer family shares the Sakolsky family’s mission to offer financial assistance to Religious School students 

so that they can further their Jewish studies at home and abroad. 

In memory of Eliot Sakolsky and Aaron Melzer, this fund will continue to financially assist Jewish youth to obtain 

a meaningful Jewish education and to fulfill their own individual dreams. Please note that recipients of this 

scholarship must be members of Pine Brook Jewish Center and students in high school or college. All decisions 

related to this fund will be governed by the Eliot Sakolsky Aaron Melzer Scholarship Fund Committee. 

Please contact the Eliot Sakolsky Aaron Melzer Scholarship Fund Committee chairperson, Beverly Berkowitz, 

at sakolsky-melzer-scholarship@pbjc.org with any questions. 

We are pleased to announce that we awarded two scholarships last year and two again this year. 

We would like very much to award many more in years to come; however we need more applicants and donations 

from congregants. If you would like to make a donation to PBJC, we would like you to consider the 

Sakolsky/Melzer Scholarship Fund. 

 

CLICK HERE FOR THE SAKOLSKY/MELZER SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

 
 
 

 

 

mailto:sakolsky-melzer-scholarship@pbjc.org
https://www.pbjc.org/sakolsky/melzer-scholarship.html
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B’NAI MITZVAH 
 

Owen Ramos 
December 4, 2021 
 

 

Owen Zachary Ramos was born on December 24, 2008 at 
5:16 PM to parents Jennifer and Angel. He is the big brother 
in our house to Quinn, and is a 7th grade honor roll student at 
William Annin Middle School.  
 
Owen is a talented gamer and proud member of Boy Scout 
Troop 113. For his Mitzvah project, Owen decided to help 
support boys and girls who cannot afford to purchase uniforms 
and supplies by raising money to donate to Boy Scouts of 
America.  
 
Owen has worked very hard to prepare for his Bar Mitzvah and 
we are so proud of his efforts. We can’t wait to celebrate with 
him on December 4th! 
 

   

Aiden Solotoff 
December 11, 2021 
 

 

Aiden Eric Solotoff was born on December 21, 2008, making 
Cory and Justin proud parents for the first time. Aiden is a role 
model and big brother to his siblings, Avery and Adriana.  
 
Aiden is a committed seventh grade student at Newark 
Academy. He enjoys playing tennis, basketball, golf, and 
chess. Aiden is extremely mindful of helping others. He has 
spent time supporting many community organizations through 
the years. Most recently, Aiden organized an online chess 
tournament for his Mitzvah project in order to raise money for 
The Lymphoma Research Foundation. This money will be 
used to fund grants and also to help attract researchers to the 
lymphoma field.  
 
We are so proud of Aiden’s hard work to become a Bar 
Mitzvah. We are grateful to be his parents and look forward to 
his Bar Mitzvah on December 11, 2021. 
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Chloe Adest 
December 18, 2021 
 
 

 

Chloe Rachel was born December 22, 2008. As first time 
parents, Karen and Keith were blessed with a sweet, easy-
going baby and this has continued as she becomes a 
teenager. Chloe is smart, funny, independent, and driven to be 
her best at all times. She is a wonderful role model for her 
younger sister, Chelsea.  
 
Chloe is a 7th grader at Robert J. Lazar Middle school. An 
aspiring writer, her favorite subjects are ELA, French and TV 
Production. When she’s not at school, Chloe is practicing with 
her competition dance team. She’s very excited to be 
performing her first solo this year. Chloe also loves playing 
basketball, reading, watching movies and spending time with 
her friends.  
 
For her Mitzvah Project, Chloe is collecting books to donate to 
a preschool in Newark in need of classroom libraries. She 
loves reading and it’s so important for her to share her love of 
books with others. She has volunteered as a dance and 
basketball mentor for Pathways, helping young children learn 
some of her favorite activities. Last spring, Chloe also 
participated in Grains of Hope where she packaged meals for 
families in need.  
 
We are incredibly proud of Chloe and can’t wait to see her 
become a Bat Mitzvah with our family, friends, and the PBJC 
congregation.  
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SISTERHOOD       
ILENE THAILER and FRAN SIMMONS 
Co-Presidents 

 

 PBJC Sisterhood 

Mishloach Manot 
      Fundraiser 

      COMING SOON 

 

LOOK FOR SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION 

IN THE JANUARY CANDLESTICK 

 

 
We want to thank Monique Mendelson for organizing a wonderful in-person game night on November 29th. 

There were games of mah jongg and canasta as well as a learning mah jongg table. A great time was had by 

all and it really was wonderful to come back together in-person for this event! 

We are pleased to co-sponsor, along with the Betty Crane Friendship Club, a fun program on Monday, December 

13th at 7:15 PM via Zoom. Jamie Novak is a helpful and hilarious speaker who will show you how to Keep This, 

Toss That so that you can be Clutter-Free in the new year. We hope you can join us! 

Finally, save the date for this year’s paid-up event, which will take place on Thursday, January 13. We will laugh 

all night as we enjoy the comedy of Johnny Lampert. You can attend the event however you are most 

comfortable. There will be in-person dinner with the comedy show. We will also Zoom the show and will deliver 

some treats to your home to enjoy during the evening if you prefer. However you choose to join us, we know it 

will be a fabulous night. Look for more information soon about how to register. The event is open to all paid up 

Sisterhood members. 

As always, thank you for your support of the PBJC Sisterhood. Do not hesitate to contact us with any questions 

or suggestions. 

Ilene Thailer 
201-658-4244 / ithailer@optonline.net 
 
Fran Simmons 
973-650-0566 / fmsimmons@hotmail.com 

  

mailto:ithailer@optonline.net
mailto:fmsimmons@hotmail.com
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SISTERHOOD TORAH FUND 

The Torah Fund theme for 2021–2022 is B’Yachad, which means ‘Together’. This theme signifies the joy of 
sisterhood members working together year-round to make important contributions to the Jewish community 
through their volunteer efforts at synagogues across the United States and Canada.  
 
Our pride in being Jewish shows in everything we do. 
 
The Women's League for Conservative Judaism (which you are all a part of) in the Torah Fund B’Yachad 
Campaign supports scholarships and programming at The Jewish Theological Seminary in New York, Ziegler 
School of Rabbinic Studies in Los Angeles, Schechter Institutes of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem, Seminario 
Rabinico Latinoamericano in Buenos Aires, and Zacharias Frankel College in Potsdam. Help 
strengthen Jewish education and ensure the vibrancy of the Jewish people for decades to come, with your gift 
to Torah Fund. You each can make a difference, and do make a difference, every time you donate a small $18 
or $36, or bigger amounts when you are given a gift of a B'Yachad pin as a “Thank You”. You each make a 
difference for the future. 
 
Women's League for Conservative Judaism understood, decades ago, that they had to support the future leaders 
and educators of our communities, and they began the Torah Fund Campaign now supporting the five centers 
of education mentioned above. 
 
I am honored to announce that Gail Feldman will continue to send Torah Fund cards for all occasions. Gail can 
be reached at gfeldman3993@gmail.com, 973-334-2482 (home), or 201-323-4854 (cell). 
  
I look forward to connecting with each of you and answer any questions you may have, as well as helping Pine 
Brook Jewish Center, The Garden State Region of WLCJ and Women's League for Conservative Judaism reach 
their goals during 2021-2022, so our children, grandchildren, families, and communities benefit as we move 
forward into the future together – "B'Yachad"!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
Heddy Belman 
Past Sisterhood President PBJC 
Torah Fund Cabinet and WLCJ Board, 
Worldwide Communications WLCJ 
AND Representing you on various Boards in  
the Greater Jewish Community 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gfeldman3993@gmail.com
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BETTY CRANE FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
FRAN HOBERMAN-SCHENKEL AND BETH FUCHS 
Club Coordinators              

      
We hope everyone enjoyed Thanksgiving and was able to spend it with loved ones once again. And we hope 

you enjoyed Miriam Kraemer Gray’s lecture on Jewish Superstitions the week before Thanksgiving. 

On Monday, December 13th join us on Zoom for a helpful and hilarious speaker who will help you de-clutter. 

Jamie Novak will show you how to Keep This, Toss That so that you can be Clutter-Free in the new year. Jamie 

has been on morning TV, published a few books, has a podcast and a YouTube show. She will help you decide 

what to keep, what to toss, what to sell and where, and how to let go of your stuff.  Meet and greet at 7:15pm 

and presentation will begin at 7:30pm. This program is being co-sponsored by Friendship Club and Sisterhood. 

For the time being, Friendship Club will continue to hold programs via Zoom. In the new year, we will collect 

dues and also do another survey, and when the majority of the group is comfortable meeting in person, we will 

resume in-person events.  

If you have suggestions for future programs or want to be more involved and join the Friendship Club Committee, 

please reach out to us at PBJCfriendshipclub@gmail.com. 

Beth and Fran 

 

mailto:PBJCfriendshipclub@gmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND INFORMATION 
 
Wednesday, December 1 at 5:00 PM - Nursery School Hanukkah Family Dinner with Hanukkiah 
Lighting at PBJC (Registration Required) 
 
Wednesday, December 1 at 7:30 PM - Cooking with Cantor Toren: Hanukkah Favorites, via Zoom 
 
Saturday, December 4 at 5:30 PM – Men’s Club Training Class at Retro Fitness in Fairfield 
(Registration Required) 
  
Tuesday, December 7 at 7:30 PM - Adult Education with Rabbi Finkel: The Two Sides of King David - 
Session III, David as the Political Outsider 
 
Wednesday, December 8 at 7:00 PM - Congregational Meeting on the Proposed 2021-2022 Fiscal 
Year Budget followed by the Chevra Board Meeting at 8:00 PM (both meetings are in-person and via 
Zoom) 
 
Sunday, December 12 – Last day to Drop Off Toys for the Holiday Toy Collection for the Leonidas 
Foundation 
  
Monday, December 13 at 7:15 PM - Betty Crane Friendship Club and Sisterhood present "Keep This 
Toss That for a Clutter Free New Year" via Zoom 
 
Tuesday, December 14 at 4:00 PM - Deadline to submit your vote on the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year 
Budget 
 
Wednesday, December 15 at 10:00 AM - Adult Education with Rabbi Finkel: The Two Sides of King 
David - Session IV, David as the Political Insider 
 
Sunday, December 19 at 4:00 PM - The Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs Man of the Year and 
Youth of the Year Dinner. We will honor Hannah Schneiderman as our PBJC Youth of the Year! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pbjc.org/track.php?id=15ae5cd01ee24f5881cdf40003159283&color=45454a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbjc.org%2Fevent%2Fnursery-school-hanukkah-party.html&h=33212
https://www.pbjc.org/track.php?id=15ae5cd01ee24f5881cdf40003159283&color=45454a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbjc.org%2Fevent%2Fnursery-school-hanukkah-party.html&h=33212
https://www.pbjc.org/track.php?id=15ae5cd01ee24f5881cdf40003159283&color=45454a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbjc.org%2Fevent%2Fcooking-with-cantor-toren---hanukkah-favorites1.html&h=25466
https://www.pbjc.org/track.php?id=15ae5cd01ee24f5881cdf40003159283&color=45454a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbjc.org%2Fevent%2Fmens-club-training-class-at-retro-fitness.html&h=0e186
https://www.pbjc.org/track.php?id=15ae5cd01ee24f5881cdf40003159283&color=45454a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbjc.org%2Fevent%2Fmens-club-training-class-at-retro-fitness.html&h=0e186
https://www.pbjc.org/track.php?id=15ae5cd01ee24f5881cdf40003159283&color=45454a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbjc.org%2Fevent%2Fadult-education-with-rabbi-finkel---the-two-sides-of-king-david---session-iii.html&h=e160f
https://www.pbjc.org/track.php?id=15ae5cd01ee24f5881cdf40003159283&color=45454a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbjc.org%2Fevent%2Fadult-education-with-rabbi-finkel---the-two-sides-of-king-david---session-iii.html&h=e160f
https://www.pbjc.org/track.php?id=15ae5cd01ee24f5881cdf40003159283&color=45454a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbjc.org%2Fevent%2Fholiday-toy-drive-for-the-leonidas-foundation---last-day-to-drop-of-toys.html&h=4102e
https://www.pbjc.org/track.php?id=15ae5cd01ee24f5881cdf40003159283&color=45454a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbjc.org%2Fevent%2Fholiday-toy-drive-for-the-leonidas-foundation---last-day-to-drop-of-toys.html&h=4102e
https://www.pbjc.org/track.php?id=15ae5cd01ee24f5881cdf40003159283&color=45454a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbjc.org%2Fevent%2Fkeep-this-toss-that-for-a-clutter-free-new-year.html&h=674e5
https://www.pbjc.org/track.php?id=15ae5cd01ee24f5881cdf40003159283&color=45454a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbjc.org%2Fevent%2Fkeep-this-toss-that-for-a-clutter-free-new-year.html&h=674e5
https://www.pbjc.org/track.php?id=15ae5cd01ee24f5881cdf40003159283&color=45454a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbjc.org%2Fevent%2Fadult-education-with-rabbi-finkel---the-two-sides-of-king-david---session-iv.html&h=6c6ed
https://www.pbjc.org/track.php?id=15ae5cd01ee24f5881cdf40003159283&color=45454a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbjc.org%2Fevent%2Fadult-education-with-rabbi-finkel---the-two-sides-of-king-david---session-iv.html&h=6c6ed
https://www.pbjc.org/track.php?id=15ae5cd01ee24f5881cdf40003159283&color=45454a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbjc.org%2Fevent%2Fadult-education-with-rabbi-finkel---the-two-sides-of-king-david---session-iv.html&h=6c6ed
https://www.pbjc.org/track.php?id=15ae5cd01ee24f5881cdf40003159283&color=45454a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbjc.org%2Fevent%2Fadult-education-with-rabbi-finkel---the-two-sides-of-king-david---session-iv.html&h=6c6ed
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy Anniversary to…   
                                                                                                                   
12/11 – Jennifer and David Katz 
12/13 – Anna Kundel and Omar Bellorin Marin 
12/18 – Ann and Ray Mariash 
12/19 – Sharon and Bob Fields 
12/23 – Rosalyn and Peter Lippa    
                                                                                                                                                                                  

Happy Birthday to… 
 
12/3 – Andrew Boyer, Michael Margiotta, Randy Wenarsky 
12/4 – Muriel Leon, Lainie Weiss, Skylar Zacker 
12/5 – Jennifer Orris 
12/6 – Howard Chesler 
12/7 – Sydney Glickson, Lauren Kideckel, Zoe Willner 
12/8 – Jake Baron, David Honig, Diane Krause, Howard Lefkowitz, Shoshana Schiff 
12/10 – Barbara Kaufman, Shawn Yudkin 
12/12 – Hannah Friedman, Steven Sandler, Reese Schachter 
12/13 – Staci Handler, Alexandra Musikant 
12/15 – Jason Schneidkraut 
12/16 – Sima Feder, Liam Pugach, Reece Spielberger 
12/17 – Sophia Baron, Arielle Katz 
12/19 – Jennifer Ramos, Diane Talman 
12/20 – Rita Murray 
12/21 – Aiden Solotoff 
12/22 – Chloe Adest, Melanie Lewis 
12/23 – Beverly Miller, Jake Willner 
12/24 – Owen Ramos, Robert Rosenhouse, Harrison Talman 
12/25 – Michael Baron, Adam Handler, Ellen Lewis, Allison Wise 
12/26 – Sigmund Harac 
12/27 – Michelle Hay 
12/28 – Andrew Jacobs, Bennett Rothenberg 
12/29 – Mitchell Goldstein, Jennifer Marchant, Barry Marks, Stewart Nadel 
12/30 – Steven Horowitz, Gary Murray 
12/31 – Jacqueline Fenton, Lynn Glass, Alan Rothberg, Cory Solotoff 
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DONORS/SPONSORS          

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 
By:  Hanna and Blake Friedman 
In appreciation for the Rabbi for all he did for 
Emma becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
 
By:  Elaine Korn and Gary Korn 
In appreciation for the Rabbi’s very meaningful 
service 
 
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

By:  Hanna and Blake Friedman 
In appreciation of the Cantor for all he did for 
Emma becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
 

CIRCLE OF LIFE 
 
By:  Elaine and Arnold Litt 
In memory of Edith Sanders Rudell 
 
PRESIDENT’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 
By:  Eric Weinstein 
By: Joyce Weinstein 
 
PBJC GENERAL DONATION 
 
By:  Anita and Larry Freimauer 
In memory of Linda Handelman’s beloved mother 
 
By:  Amy Goodman Sanders 
In memory of Edith Sanders Rudell  
 
By:  Larry Tornow 
 
THE HARVEY JAFFE B’YACHAD 
MEMORIAL FUND 
 
By:  Marcie and Steve Agnello, Shira Antonoff, 
Marissa Davis, Sandy and Joseph Gonzalez,  
Daniel P. Greenstein and Andrea S. White,  
Allison Howe, Kari Jaffe, Sharon Hope Jaffe, 
Richard S. Jaffe, Sheryl Jaffe, Rebecca Kaplan, 
Marilyn Labendz, Alexi Praskin, Shiri Redensky, 
Mona Ringor, Barbara Seiden, Barry Sokol,  
Evan and Michelle Zuckerman and  
Eric and Charyl Zweigbaum 
 
 
 

KIDDUSH DONATION 
 
By:  Susan Charnet 
In memory of her beloved husband,  
Richard Charnet 
 
 
YAHRZEIT DONATION  
 
By:  Rochelle Askinazi 
In memory of her beloved mother, Ruth Fins 
 
By:  Sheila and Jordan Basem 
In memory of Jordan’s beloved mother,  
Sylvia Basem 
 
By:  Arlene Benowitz 
In memory of her beloved mother,  
Beatrice Freedberg 

 
By:  Cyndy Chase 
In memory of her beloved mother, Tillie Bohana  
and her beloved father, J. Leon Bohana 
 
By: Arnold Decof 
In memory of his beloved father-in-law, Louis 
Neiditch 
 
By:  Abby Edelman 
In memory of her beloved father, Evan Fader 
 
By:  Judith Eisen 
In memory of her beloved mother, Ruth Wolff 
 
By:  Alice Gordon 
In memory of her beloved brother, Steven Belsky 
 
By:  Thomas Kaufmann 
In memory of his beloved mother, Ella Kaufmann 

 
By:  Eric Kayne 
In memory of his beloved father, Philip Kayne 
 
By:  Vivian Lebowitz 
In memory of her beloved father, Benjamin Levine 
 
By: Susan Lefkowtiz 
In memory of her beloved father, Max Cone 
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YAHRZEIT DONATION (CONTINUED) 
 
By:  Barbara Neelman 
In memory of her beloved husband,  
Herbert Neelman 
 
By:  Andrea Orris 
In memory of her beloved father, Gene Bass 
 
By:  Alan Rosmarin 
In memory of his beloved mother, Evelyn Rosmarin 
 
By:  Mel Sanders 
In memory of his beloved grandmother,  
Millie Sanders 
 
By:  Marlene Scheinthal 
In memory of her beloved mother-in-law,  
Nettie Scheinthal 
 
By:  Esther Soussa 
In memory of her beloved husband,  
Maurice Soussa, beloved brother, Steve Hay  
and beloved sister, Hannah Shahmoon 
 
By:  Jodi Spitzberg 
In memory of her beloved mother, Edie Silverstein 
 
By:  David Stein 
In memory of his beloved father, Merton Stein 
 
By:  Ira Sukoneck 
In memory of his beloved mother, Mae Sukoneck 
 
By:  Vicki Sukoneck 
In memory of her beloved mother, Harriet Sherman 
 

 

 
 
By:  Francine Teitelbaum 
In memory of her beloved husband, Ralph 
Teitelbaum 
 
By:  Jan Trefny and Larry Wayne 
In memory of their beloved grandmother, Ethel 
Joseph 
 
By:  Deborah Ulrich 
In memory of her beloved father, Joseph Goldberg 
 
By  Lester Wolfson 
In memory of his beloved father, Jacob Wolfson  
and his beloved aunt, Nelma Lieberman 
 
By:  Ralph Zemel 
In memory of his beloved father, Jacob Zemel 
 
By:  Ralph Zemel 
In memory of his beloved mother, Sally Zemel 
 
By:  Michelle and Evan Zuckerman 
In memory of Michelle’s beloved grandfather,  
Leo Zucker and her beloved grandmother,  
Freda Zucker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANK YOU: 

Thank you for the generous donations in memory 
of Howard Korn, beloved son and brother.                                                                                       
Elaine and Gary Korn 
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 SISTERHOOD TRIBUTES    

     

To:  Karen and Keith Adest –  
Mazel Tov on Chloe's Bat Mitzvah 
From:  Sisterhood 
 
To:  Jodi and Jason Benson  -  
Mazel Tov on Scott’s Bar Mitzvah 
From:  Wendi and Leonard Leicht 
 
To:  Amy Brachfeld –  
In memory of your father Martin Glassman 
From:  Pamela and Michael Weinstein,  
Ilene and Jay Thailer 
 
To:  Barbara and Abe Goll –  
Mazel Tov on your new home 
From:  Marge and Earl Rostoker 
 
To:  Marv Kaufman–  
Wishing you a Happy Birthday 
From: Marcy and Alan Guilder  
 
To: Elaine Korn –  
In memory of you son Howard 
From: Debbie and Bernie Ulrich,  
Shelley and Ralph Zemel, Marlene Scheinthal,  
Sheryl and Howard Chesler     
 
 
 
 

To:  Ann and Ray Mariash –  
Mazel Tov in your new home 
From: Marlene Scheinthal 
 
To:  Margaret Miller-Sanders –  
In memory of your mother Sherell Miller 
From Bev and Ilysa Berkowitz 
 
To:  Jennifer and Angel Ramos –  
Mazel Tov on Owen's Bar Mitzvah 
From:  Sisterhood 
 
To:  Margot Reich –  
Wishing you a Happy 100th Birthday 
From: Roberta and Bob Kanarick,  
Natalie and Len Wallach  
 
To:  Cory and Justin Solotoff –  
Mazel Tov on Aiden's Bar Mitzvah 
From:  Sisterhood 
 

If you want to send a tribute card, please contact a member of the tribute team according to your last name. 
Tribute cards may be sent to synagogue members and non-members, but only members will be listed  
in the Candlestick. 
 
Email notification is preferred.  
No calls on the Sabbath, Jewish holidays, before 9:00 AM, or after 9:00 PM please.         
 

A-GO   Marlene Scheinthal malkacs@msn.com 973-227-5142   (only if not sending email) 

GR-M  Pam Weinstein 23cheryl@optonline.net 973-296-7020   (only if not sending email) 

N-Z       Estelle Stein EstelleBPStein@gmail.com 973-588-7332    (only if not sending email) 

 

  

mailto:malkacs@msn.com
mailto:EstelleBPStein@gmail.com
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YAHRZEITS 
 
READ ON FRI/SAT, 
12/3 and 12/4 
 

12/4/21 – 30 Kislev 
Ida Lifshitz 
George Faecher 
Evan Fader  
Dorothy Klass Facher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12/8/21 – 4 Tevet 
Edward Mark Breinan  
Jacob Lesh  
Jeffrey Lipson M.D.  
Benjamin Chodor  
Jeffrey Edelman 
 
 
 
READ ON FRI/SAT, 
12/10 and 12/11 
 

12/11/21 – 7 Tevet  
Samuel Fisvitz  
Steven Saloway  
Martin Grossman  
Sidney A. Levkov  
Marion Buckholtz  
Joseph Baltuch  
Jeanne Resnick  
 
 
12/15/21 – 11 Tevet 
Dr. Richard Charnet  
Michael Feinstein  
Adolph Sherwin  
Wolf Levine  
Isador Golden  
Jacob Kravetz  
Morton Stein  
Anna Kanengiser  
Charles Korn  
Nelma Lieberman  
Eva Pallay 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
12/5/21 – 1 Tevet 
Chaim Yechiel Neuhaus 
Samuel Greenfield  
Blanche (Madee) Dubman 
Chava Rochma Neuhaus 
Jacob Wolfson  
Erica Zwickel  
Gene Bass  
Ida Bornstein  
Harryette L. Aibel  
Harriet Sherman 
  
 
12/9/21 – 5 Tevet 
Sadie Rosenthal  
George Greenspan  
Jennie Bailynson  
Hannah Shahmoon  
Ruth Fins  
Siegfried Katz  
Sarah Osur 
 

 
 
 
12/12/21 – 8 Tevet 
Jacob Zemel  
Irwin Goldstein  
Philip Welger  
Esther H. Klein  
Larry Boxer  
Benjamin Levine  
Sidi Schlesinger 
 
 
12/16/21 – 12 Tevet 
Gilda Horn  
Phyllis Ampel  
Joseph A. Sarrow  
Seymour Brumer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
12/6/21 – 2 Tevet 
Sidney Fietelson  
Saul Schwartz  
Gerald Lebowitz  
Jean Klein  
Lena Zerman  
Helen Isenberg  
Sophie Ratnoff 
Philip Daniels 
 
 
 
 
12/10/21 – 6 Tevet 
Judith Cohn  
Wendy Lenner  
Michael Kevin London 
Ida Grossman  
Claire Grossman 
Joan Feldman 
 
 
 
 
 
12/13/21 – 9 Tevet 
Mae Sukoneck  
Robert Gellman  
Fannie Trencher  
Freida Fish  
Renee Gothelf  
Lillian Pedlosky  
Joseph Reich 
Florence Sumka 

 

12/17/21 –  13 Tevet 
Rose Kluger Mendelsohn  
Paul B. Weiner  
Haim Toren  
Dora Cohn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12/7/21 – 3 Tevet 
Evelyn Jankowitz  
Helen F. Isenberg  
Michael Morenstein  
Minnie Delancey  
Sady Pearl  
Harold Silverberg  
Estelle Rose White Nadel 
Isadore Atkins  
Abraham Disler  
Heather Edelstein 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12/14/21 – 10 Tevet 
Shirley Ashendor 
Merton Stein  
Louis Neiditch  
Edith Kirsch  
Leah Saviet  
Lillian Nadel  
Edward Stoller  
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READ ON FRI/SAT,  
12/17 and 12/18 
 
12/18/21 – 14 Tevet 
Rose Weinstein  
Sol Shoflick  
Tzivia Rachel Merkatz 
Tillie Glick  
Rose Lefkowitz  
Ben Zion Segalowitz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12/22/21 – 18 Tevet 
Suzanne Krief  
Abraham S. Zakarin  
Dr. Paul Schofield  
Leo Zivin  
Fania Timlichman  
Harry Lifshitz   
Murray Scher  
Frances Bader  
Mary Goldberg  
Benjamin Abrutyn 
 
READ ON FRI/SAT,  
12/24 and 12/25 
 
12/25/21 – 21 Tevet 
J. Leon Bohana  
Gladys Pulver 
Charlotte Bernstein 
Issy Sokolow  
Louis Flamenbaum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12/29/21 – 25 Tevet  
Doris Baum Silverman 
Morris G. Levine  
Arthur Fruchtman  
Frieda Rosen  
Harvey Koslow  
Louis Rosen  
Joseph Geisler  
David Kimmel  
Gisella Gonsenhauser Herz 

 
 
 
12/19/21 – 15 Tevet 
Louis Youngman  
Sheldon Abrams  
Charles Wolk  
Anna Klasner  
Herbert Neelman  
Max Epstein  
Frances Berson  
Hannah Osterling  
Herman J. Fischer  
Mary Deutschman  
William H. Moretzsky 
 
12/23/21 – 19 Tevet 
Barbara Welger  
Rita Samuels  
David J. Baratt  
Shirley Yaroshefsky 
Jack Nadler  
Harry L. Jacobs  
Lena E. Liss  
Edie Silverstein 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12/26/21 – 22 Tevet 
Herman L. Wolfman  
Harry Milnik  
Jack Rothenberg  
Gabriel Goldberg  
Stanley Rauch  
Minnie Weiss  
Jennie Berger  
Leo Zucker  
William Rosen  
William Samuel Sperling 
 
12/30/21 – 26 Tevet 
Frank Harris  
Ralph Teitelbaum  
Soloman Goldenberg  
Millie Sanders 
Isadore Stein 
 
 
 

 
 
 
12/20/21 – 16 Tevet 
Charles Colfin  
Morris Abraham  
Benjamin Salzberg  
Rachel Dora Ershowsky 
David Halpert  
Lillian Zuckerman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12/24/21 – 20 Tevet 
William Goldberg  
Rose Osur  
Beatrice Cohen  
Stephen Lieber 
Joan Nathan  
Sophie Goldenthal Frankel 
Maurice Prager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12/27/21 – 23 Tevet 
Philip Kayne  
Cressie Wolk  
Samuel Reiss  
Jacob Polsky  
Fannie Bauman  
Alex Brief  
Morris Kaplan  
Arline Druckman  
Yetta Kesselman  
Minnie Orenstein 
 
12/31/21 – 27 Tevet 
Benjamin Spitz  
Isaac Tell  
Sidney Warsaw  
David Newman  
Jacob J. Olstein 
Karen Krampf  
Rebeca Rapoport 
Freda Zucker  

 
 
 
12/21/21 – 17 Tevet 
Steven Belsky  
Abner Zerman  
Bertha Spodeck  
Max Pasternack  
Anna Grossman  
Ray Shapiro  
Sophie Wechsler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12/28/21 – 24 Tevet 
Sidney Sigety  
Beatrice Sonners  
Douglas Mauro 

 


