HIGH HOLIDAY
GUIDE
YOUR PARTNER IN BRINGING
IN THE NEW YEAR

A MESSAGE FROM OUR RABBI
Dear Friends,

This past year has challenged all of us of us in different ways. I want
to extend my sincere wishes that you and your loved ones are
thriving. As the High Holidays approach, Kesser Israel is committed
to meeting your needs in dynamic ways that respond to the challenges
of our times. This year, we will be offering an array of resources:

Live services that adhere to excellent standards of safety
Virtual services, such as Yizkor and Erev Yom Kippur Vidui
Online learning, inspiration and preparation for the Chagim
Written resources, such as our 2020 High Holiday Davening
Guide
Opportunities for safe, in-person connections…AND MORE!

While our 5781 High Holiday experience will be unique, it is
appropriate to ask: what will the High Holidays look like in
5782/2021 and beyond? Given all that we have learned about
technology, perhaps we will not need to return to the synagogue
model after the pandemic passes?

In the days of Elisha the prophet, the Jews of the northern Shomron
and the southern Yehuda sections of Israel sought to make an
alliance.

Before doing so, they wanted the advice of a prophet. “Is

there not a prophet here through whom we can seek out G-d?” King
Yehoshafat asked. To this question, a servant of the King answered:

"Elisha son of Shafat is here, who poured water upon
the hands of Eliyahu [the prophet]."

This description of Elisha is startling. Elisha was, by all accounts, a

venerable prophet in his own right.Yet, he is praised in terms of
attending to his master, the great Eliyahu.

What was it that made Elisha a legitimate prophet? It was not so
much the miracles he performed (those helped!). It was rather the
fact that he personally attended to Eliyahu, “pouring water on his
hands.” Much like Joshua served Moshe, Elisha came into his own
through his personal, intimate connection with Eliyahu.

In modern times too, our close in-person encounters with our
teachers, our rabbis and with one another are vital. Just like Elisha
physically poured the water upon the hands of his master, so too we
deeply need to directly connect with one another for our spiritual
vitality.

We are fortunate to have technology that enables us to connect at
this time. Looking toward the future, though, we will make it past
the pandemic. As we do so, and even today, we look forward to
rebuilding and deepening our living connection with one another.
Our Shul family is an integral part of our healing process and our
future as a Jewish community.

This High Holiday season, as the pandemic persists, we will work
extra hard to connect with one another. To that end, we are proud to
serve you through the many programs and resources outlined in this
pamphlet.

Finally, Aviel, the kids and I join with you in Davening for a sweet
New Year of success and good health.

Shana Tova u’Metuka,
Rabbi Ken Brodkin
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR
PRESIDENT
Dear Friends,

What a difference a year can make in our lives. COVID 19 is
taking its toll on so many of us, but I believe that these
challenges also give us an opportunity to grow and to
become closer to Hashem.

Soon, the days will be shorter and cooler, with a return to
the Oregon rain – and the time, again, for our community to
draw closer together for the Days of Awe. And I believe we
will all come out of this experience stronger, both
individually and as a community.

When I think about High Holidays at Kesser, I think about
the moving Tefillot of Kol Nidrei, the Shofar blasts, dwelling
in the Sukkah, and celebrating at Simchat Torah. This year,
of course, we won’t be able to gather together, in our
community spaces, in the same numbers as we have in years
past. Our faith is being tested as we face a global pandemic,
issues of social justice, and economic upheaval in our
community and throughout the world.

As I reflect on these challenges, I’m reminded of the story of
my grandfather, David, who was born in Poland. His parents,
Reuven and Sarah, and his young sister, Rachel, all died in
the influenza epidemic that claimed 50 million lives a
century ago. David, at age 10, was an orphan. He and his
five brothers were split among relatives, and he later lost his
brothers and his entire family during the Shoah.

His life was full of tragedy, but if you were to meet him, you
would never know it. He always had a smile on his face and
was thankful for everyone around him. People from all over
Baltimore made their way down the rickety stairs of his row
house to get measured for suits he would sew on his old
Singer machine, nights and Sundays, after working 10- and
12-hour days at Joseph Banks.

David made time for children and grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. His family, his work, and being a Jew brought
him joy. He always greeted guests with a glass of tea, some
cookies, and a smile. Ask him how things were going, and he
always answered: “All is well.”

When I think of my grandfather, I think of how we all have
the power to create Achdut – unity among the Jewish people
– through our service to Hashem and our relationships with
each other. At Kesser Israel, we build community through
joining together, even virtually, with all of our talents and
gifts.

This High Holiday season, may we deepen our commitment
through kindness to ourselves, to our families, to one another
and to Hashem. May that commitment usher in a New Year
which is sweet and filled with hope.

Shana Tova,
Eric (Yitzchak Yaakov) Kornblit

HIGH HOLIDAY
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
All Our Weekday (“Chol”) Services Will Be Livestreamed
Zoom Link: Zoom.us/j/991174090
Daf Yomi Zoom Link: Zoom.us/j/991174090
*There will be a makeup time for those who can't attend Daf Yomi on
the High Holidays

September 12, Selichot
Begin Selichot………………………………………... 11:55 pm

September 14 -17
Daf Yomi……………………………………………….. 5:45 am
Shacharit & Selichot………………………………...… 6:35 am
Mincha/Maariv……………………………………….... 7:00 pm

September 18, Erev Rosh Hashana
Daf Yomi……………………………………………….. 5:10 am
Shacharit & Selichot………………………….……….. 6:00 am
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat …………………………..... 6:45 pm
Candle lighting……………………………….………... 6:56 pm

September 19, Rosh Hashana First Day/Shabbat
Shacharit (Public services begin at Nishmat) ...……. 8:55 am
HaMelech……………………………………….…….... 9:00 am
Daf Yomi……………………………………………….. 5:55 pm
Mincha……………………………………………..….... 6:40 pm
Maariv……………………………………………….....

7:50 pm

Candle lighting……………………………………...…. 7:57 pm

September 20, Rosh Hashana Second Day
Shacharit (Public services begin at Nishmat) .……... 8:55 am
HaMelech………………………………………..……... 9:00 am
Mincha………………………………………………….. 6:40 pm
Maariv………………………………………………...... 7:45 pm
Havdalah…………………………………………..……. 7:56 pm
Daf Yomi……………………………………………….. 8:15 pm

September 21, The Fast of Gedalia
Fast Begins …………………………………………….. 5:46 am
Daf Yomi .......…………………………..................... 5:25 am
Selichos & Shacharit…………………………………... 6:15 am
Mincha/Maariv……………………………….……....... 6:40 pm
Fast Ends…………………………………………..….... 7:51 pm

September 22 – 24
Daf Yomi……………………………………………….. 5:30 am
Shacharit & Selichot….……………………………..… 6:25 am
Mincha/Maariv………………………………….……... 6:50 pm

September 27, Erev Yom Kippur
Daf Yomi……………………………………………….. 6:55 am
Selichot & Shacharit…………………………..………. 7:45 am
Mincha………………………………………………...... 4:00 pm
Fast Begins…………………………………………..…. 6:57 pm
Kol Nidrei & Maariv………………………..…………. 7:15 pm
Candle lighting……………………………………….... 6:36 pm

September 28, Yom Kippur
Shacharit (Public services begin at Nishmat) ...….... 8:25 am
HaMelech……………………………………......…….. 8:30 am
Yizkor………………………………..………………... 10:30 am
Mincha………………………………………...…….......5:00 pm

Nei’la………………………………………………….... 6:20 pm
Maariv………………………………………….…..…... 7:30 pm
Fast Ends.............................................................. 7:40 pm
Daf Yomi...………………………………………….......8:00 pm

September 29 – October 1
Daf Yomi……………………………………………….. 6:15 am
Shacharit………………………………………….....…. 7:00 am
Mincha/Maariv……………………………………..….. 6:35 pm

October 2, Erev Sukkot
Daf Yomi……………………………………………….. 6:15 am
Shacharit………………………………………………....7:00 am
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat…………………………...... 6:30 pm
Candle Lighting……………………………………..…. 6:29 pm

October 3, Sukkot First Day/Shabbat
Shacharit………………………………………………... 9:00 am
Daf Yomi……………………………………………….. 5:35 pm
Mincha………………………………………………...... 6:20 pm
Candle Lighting…………………………………….…...7:30 pm

October 4, Second Day Sukkot
Shacharit ……………………………………………….. 9:00 am
Mincha……………………………………………….......6:30 pm
Maariv……………………………………………..….....7:20 pm
Havdalah………………………………………………....7:59 pm
Daf Yomi……………………………………………….. 8:15 pm

October 5 – 8, Chol HaMoed Sukkot
Daf Yomi……………………………………………….. 5:50 am
Shacharit………………………………………………... 6:40 am

October 9, Hoshana Rabbah/Erev Shemini Atzeret/Erev
Shabbat
Daf Yomi……………………………………………….. 5:40 am
Shacharit……………………………………………..…. 6:30 am
Virtual Yizkor……………………………………….... 10:00 am
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat………………….................6:20 pm
Candle Lighting………………………………………....6:16 pm

October 10, Shemini Atzeret/Shabbat/Erev Simchat Torah
Shacharit………………………………………………... 9:00 am
Daf Yomi……………………………………………….. 5:25 pm
Mincha/Maariv……………………………………..….. 6:10 pm
Candle Lighting………………………………………....7:18 pm

October 11, Simchat Torah
Shacharit………………………………………….…..... 9:00 am
Mincha…………………………………………….…......6:15 pm
Maariv…………………………………………….…….. 7:05 pm
Havdalah…………………………………………..……..7:16 pm
Daf Yomi.....………………………………………….... 7:30 pm

HIGH HOLIDAY CAMPAIGN
2020/5781
WHAT IS THE HIGH HOLIDAY CAMPAIGN?
The High Holiday campaign is a combination of opportunities for people
to support our Shul in meaningful ways.

WHY PARTICIPATE?
Kesser Israel touches the lives of hundreds of Jews in the Portland area.
We are the only synagogue in Portland with daily Minyanim 365 days per
year where mourners can say Kaddish. We support community members
in need, provide programming, learning & inspiration, Jewish resources
and more! Your help makes this happen, and we need your support to
continue as a resource Jewish Portlanders can COUNT ON day in and
day out.

WHAT ARE THE OPPORTUNITIES?
Our High Holiday Campaign has several components, please contribute
generously to any or all. Opportunities include: High Holiday Auction,
High Holiday Appeal, Yizkor Book and Yahrzeit Plaques.

HIGH HOLIDAY CAMPAIGN EXPLAINED:

ALIYAH AUCTIONS: High Holiday Aliyah auctions have taken
place at synagogues for many years. At Kesser, the auction has been a
High Holiday tradition for decades. Each Aliyah for Rosh Hashana and
Yom Kippur is auctioned off. This year, our Auction will take place
ONLINE. STAY TUNED FOR DETAILS.

HIGH HOLIDAY APPEAL: Our HIGH HOLIDAY APPEAL is
about supporting our community. This year, we will be honoring Jodi
Fried for her five years of outstanding service to the Congregation. Jodi
grew up in Kesser Israel, and from 2015—2020, she served our
community day in and day out as our Membership & Program Director.
There is not a single aspect of congregational life that she did not touch
and improve, and we have all benefited from her work. Thanks to Jodi,
the Congregation has taken many important strides that have enabled us
to serve hundreds of local families and individuals.

This year, we will be honoring Jodi Fried via our High Holiday
appeal. You will be able to donate in her honor and share a message
with her. PLUS, join us on Tuesday, October 6 as we honor Jodi at a
special virtual Sukkot celebration. STAY TUNED FOR APPEAL
DETAILS.

UPCOMING VIRTUAL
EVENTS
VIRTUAL DRASHOT AND
HIGH HOLIDAY PREPARATION
ZOOM.US/J/83314044053

"The Joy of G-d is Your Strength"
The new view on Rosh Hashana
Thursday, September 17 | 8:00 pm

Creating Seder:
Yom Kippur & Your Mental Health

Includes Pre-Yom Kippur Q& A for Shabbat
Teshuva
Thursday, September 24 | 8:00 pm

Our Generous Spirit

The relationship challenge & opportunity of our
times
Followed by virtual mincha (4:20 pm)
Sunday, September 27 | 4:00 pm

A Time to Seek

Kohelet and the Jewish Quest for Faith
Thursday, October 8 | 8:00 pm
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CELEBRATE
SUKKOT WITH
KESSER ISRAEL
Saturday & Sunday, October 3 & 4
Sukkah Scavenger Hunt
Tuesday, October 6 | 7:00 pm
Virtual Sukkot Celebration
“Simchat Beit HaShoeva”
Honoring Jodi Fried

VIRTUAL YIZKOR
SERVICE
Join us for a service to honor
the memories of our
loved ones
Friday, October 9
10:00 am
Zoom.us/j/81489930937

LIVING LESSONS
FROM TEHILLIM
With Aviel Brodki n

November 4 & 18 | 8:15 pm
Zoom.us/j/85368298538
Women Only
Explore the words of David
haMelech as he infuses us with
strength for our daily lives,
through his faith. Join us for
learning and discussion, as we dig
deep into the text of a few
psalms of Tehillim.

Marshall Goldsmith developed a method for coaching
CEOs and other top business executives that is currently
ranked #1 in the world. What lessons, insights and
potential value might this method have for married
people who want to remain married, or for singles who
might like to be married? Jathan Janove, a Goldsmith
disciple and member of his international team, will
explain how Goldsmith’s executive coaching principles
will make a difference if you're in a long-term
relationship or aspire to be in one. This session will be
entertaining, informative, and interactive.

Executive Coach Tackles
Marriage
with Jathan Janove
Join us for an informative session that
will help YOU enrich your marriage
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27 | 8:00 PM
HOSTED BY RABBI KEN &
AVIEL BRODKIN
ZOOM.US/J/85368298538

A MESSAGE FROM OUR STAFF
Hello Friends,

I want to wish everyone a Chag Sameach. Thank you for all the
warm welcomes from everyone in the community. My first six
weeks with Kesser have been busy, fun, challenging and
rewarding. I have enjoyed meeting and talking with many of
you, assisting Rabbi Brodkin with plans for the Chagim, and
slowly starting our way back to in-person programming with
services, the Kona Ice event and our array of upcoming holiday
programs.

The New Year and 5781 will definitely be unique.

However, we promise to strive to find innovative ways to
provide connections with each other.

In the newly formed position of Operations Manager, part of
my job is to work with the Rabbi, the Board and Kesser’s
leadership in strengthening Kesser’s infrastructure. Together
with volunteers, we are working on updating our processes and
systems to build a stronger future for Kesser Israel.

It is easy to

get lost in the challenges of our times, but we are using this as
an opportunity to improve and grow stronger.

What is most impressive about this community is the dedication
and passion that Kesser’s volunteers have for our shul. Kesser
could not run without the endless dedication of so many. It is
vital that we continue to engage with you as we build a strong
future together. Please reach out to us with your visions and
ideas. We need all levels of dedication to keep our shul running
strong for the generations to come.

Thank you for this opportunity to partner with you to grow and
strengthen our shul. We look forward to building more
connections for the community in 5781. Wishing you a very
sweet and healthy New Year!

Shanah Tovah,
Shannon Katz

shannon@kesserisrael.org

THANK YOU BEE-LICIOUS FOR
YOUR SUPPORT!
www.beelicioushoney.com | sales@beelicioushoney.com | (503) 867 4596
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