
Parshas Beshalach 

We say Az Yashir every day in davening, something which is discussed by the Geonim. But we 

begin from two pesukim before Az Yashir begins, with the pasuk ושעוי . We say: 

ם. וירא ישראל את היד  שפת היאת מצרים מת על  מיד מצרים וירא ישראל  ל  הוא את ישראביום ה  ושע ה' וי

ו העם את ה' ויאמינו בה' ובמשה עבדולה אשר עשה ה' במצרים וייראגדה  

Why do we say these introductory pesukim? What we want to do is say the Shirah, so why not 

begin with Az? 

If we explore the meaning of this, we will see there is great depth, and it gives the correct 

perspective in saying Az Yashir, why we say it every day. 

The Mishnah Berurah in Siman אנ  seif kattan יז, quotes a Magen Avraham who is quoting a Zohar, 

and says: 

ותיו עונן לו עבר בים והאומר בשמחה מוחליבאותו היום ה וידמה בדעתו כאלו ם בשמחרת היויאמר שי  

You should say the Shirah of the sea with joy, and picture in your mind as if that day you crossed 

the sea, and if you say it with joy, you will be forgiven all your sins! 

This is quite a hefty zchus to have from merely saying Az Yashir! All your sins forgiven? Why would 

this be? We have to understand this as well. 

In sefer Siduro Shel Shabbos of Rav Chaim of Tzernovich, in Tefilas Ha’amidah אות י, he says an 

amazing insight into what we are saying in ויושע. He asks, why does it say ביום ההוא – which seems 

redundant, obviously, that is the day we are talking about. He explains that whenever it says in 

the Torah that day, or this day, it means the current time we are living in. The meaning of this is, 

that when Klal Yisrael were by Yam Suf, their zchus wasn’t sufficient for them to be saved. They 

needed more merits. Hashem combined all the future generations, every single Jew in the future 

who would also say Az Yashir every day in davening as a result of Krias Yam Suf, as a sufficient 

zchus to save Klal Yisrael on Yam Suf. He brings a medrash in Vayikrah Rabbah (30) that explains 

the pasuk:   אברהםת  פדה אאמר ה' אל בית יעקב אשר  כה  – Hashem said to the house of Yaakov 

that redeemed Avraham, when did Yaakov redeem Avraham? When Nimrod threw Avraham into 

the Kivshan Ha’Aish, Hashem said, ‘What merit does Avraham have to be saved? That he will have 



a grandson Yaakov!’ Yaakov redeemed Avraham. To Hashem there is no difference in time, He is 

יהיההיה הוה ו , all at once. Likewise, here too, Hashem saw all the future generation of Jews saying 

Az Yashir and that was the zchus that saved Klal Yisrael. That’s why it says ע ה' ביום ההואשויו  – 

this day – and that’s why preface that to our Az Yashir – to understand the power of what we are 

saying! 

When we think about this, we realize that we are not merely recounting history when we say Az 

Yashir, but we are actively participating in it! Our Az Yashir every day is super important – it is 

essential so that Krias Yam Suf will actually happen! We are not spectators or historians, we are 

the Jews who are waiting for Hashem’s redemption, and Hashem uses our zchus to create the 

miracle of Krias Yam Suf, and in that way – it is our miracle. 

The Medrash on Tehillim (18) quoted in sefer Lev Shomaiah, says: 

אומר שירה בידוע שמוחלין נעשה לו נס והוא רוצה לומר שירה אומר, אלא כל מי שימון לא כל מי ש סאמר ר'  

.ה כבריה חדשה כו'לו עוונותיו ונעש  

Rav Simon said, not everyone who wants to say a Shirah can say it, only someone who had a 

miracle occur to him, and then says Shirah, we know for certain that he will be forgiven all his 

sins, because he has become a new person! 

This is what the Zohar quoted by the Mishnah Berurah is saying. We can’t just say Az Yashir – it 

is a Shirah and not everyone is allowed to say a Shirah. But only because the miracle is actually 

happening to us, through us, because of our participation, is it our own miracle, and if we say Az 

Yashir with that in mind, with the full appreciation of how Krias Yam Suf is happening to us – we 

become totally different people – and that’s why all we have done is forgiven – that was done by 

a different person! 

But how truly do we accomplish this? How are we able to say Shirah with the proper kavanah 

and emotion?  

This too, is the reason why we preface Az Yashir with ויושע. It teaches us how Klal Yisrael reached 

a level to say Shirah. They didn’t say Shirah immediately after Yam Suf. No! It took some work 

and introspection. The pasuk says:  



ו העם את ה' ויאמינו בה' ובמשה עבדולה אשר עשה ה' במצרים וייראגדוירא ישראל את היד ה  

Klal Yisrael saw the powerful hand of Hashem, what he did to Mitzrayim, and they feared Hashem 

and they believed in Hashem and Moshe his servant. There’s a famous question asked by many 

meforshim – how is this ‘Emunah?’ They saw! The expression ‘seeing is believing,’ is actually an 

oxymoron – if you see there’s no believing necessary – seeing is seeing! What then does this 

mean? 

There’s a story with a chassid of Rav Aharon of Tshernobyl, who after his passing went to the tish 

of Rav Mordechai of Lu’ov, who was his grandson. The rebbe asked this chassid – ‘Did you know 

my grandfather?’ The chassid answered, ‘No, I can’t say I knew your grandfather, but that wasn’t 

the reason I went to his tish, which involved difficult travel of many days time. I went because I 

believed in him!’ The rebbe liked this answer very much, and said – this is the explanation of our 

pasuk. What does it mean that Klal Yisrael believed? They had a nisayon. They saw such a great 

display of Hashem’s might and power, they might think – this is everything! We have seen what 

Hashem is and what He can do! That was their test. But from what they saw, they were able to 

get to the next level, and realize – we don’t know anything! What Hashem did just opened our 

eyes to the power and strength and unfathomable capability that Hashem has – and they 

believed in that great strength! What they saw – led them to believe in the all-powerfulness of 

Hashem. 

In truth, that was the test of Klal Yisrael throughout the Midbar. They saw Krias Yam Suf and the 

Makkos, but they worried when they didn’t have water. Would Hashem be able to provide? Then 

they worried when they didn’t have food? How would Hashem create food? This was all the test 

of Emunah – they knew what Hashem could do, but did it bring them to the next level of Emunah 

– that they can trust Hashem and He can take care of any and all their needs! That was נו  ויאמי

 .בה'

This is our test as well. We have our own  יעת ים סוףקר . It’s not for nothing that Chazal refer to 

our challenges as ריעת ים סוףק כקריעת  זיווגו של אדם  קשה    –סוף  עת ים  ו של אדם כקרינותימזוקשה   :

 our parnassah is like Krias Yam Suf, as is our finding a shidduch. When Hashem performs - ים סוף  

these wondrous miracles for us, we have to look back and see – Hashem was able to provide us 



with what we need last year, and Hashem found us a wife and husband, Hashem gave us children 

– that was the Krias Yam Suf which now has to create 'ויאמינו בה – we trust Hashem this year too! 

If He gave us last year, He can give us this year as well! That is the introduction to Az Yashir which 

is so crucial – we have to preface it with ויושע – so we understand how to approach the joy and 

certainty that Shirah requires. 

If we are able to achieve this level, to whatever amount we can – we truly change dramatically 

and are not the same person anymore –  חדשהבריה  – that is why we are forgiven our sins. 

To take this one step further. Klal Yisrael saw what Hashem did to Mitzrayim. What does this 

mean? Hashem didn’t just swoop in at the last minute and save Klal Yisrael because they were in 

a fix. Krias Yam Suf was planned from the days of Creation, thousands of years earlier! This means 

that Hashem manipulated the Mitzrim into chasing Klal Yisrael into the Yam Suf – it was an 

elaborate trap. What Klal Yisrael ‘saw’ was Hashem’s ‘Yad Hagedolah,’ Hashem’s ultimate control 

of all events – everything proceeds according to His plan. That is why they achieved such a high 

level of Emunah – because they understood He controls everything, and nothing will happen only 

as He wishes! This is what we have to do as well.  

If we would take the trouble to look back and appreciate how Hashem found our shidduch, how 

He arranged our parnassah, it wasn’t an accident, a lucky break – it was all manipulated and 

planned! Hashem controls all, and therefore – next year will be the exact same! As Hashem 

wishes! That – and only that – can bring us to the level of joy we need to become active 

participants in Krias Yam Suf, and say it like we mean it! 

Now we truly understand why it is so important to preface our saying of Az Yashir with ויושע! 


