
Parshas Va’eirah 

This parshah has a fascinating exchange between Hashem and Moshe, which followed an 

exchange that Moshe had with Klal Yisrael. Moshe Rabbeinu according to Rashi employs a ‘kal 

va’chomer,’ to make his point. Yet there are many questions on this pasuk, and from them we 

can learn a very important lesson about our own avodah of Emunah. 

Moshe Rabbeinu told Klal Yisrael that Hashem would take them out of Mitzrayim, and he told 

them the five words of redemption, גאלתי, ווהוצאתי  and so on. But Klal Yisrael couldn’t listen to 

him, as it says,   מקצר רוח ומעבודה קשה  משהולא שמעו אל  – they simply couldn’t hear him because 

of the difficult work that Pharaoh had imposed upon them. 

Hashem then commands Moshe once again   וישלח את בני ישראל  בא דבר אל פרעה מלך מצרים 

 Go speak to Pharaoh and command him to send Klal Yisrael from his land. Moshe – מארצו

responds with a ‘kal vichomer:’ ל שפתיםשמעו אלי ואיך ישמעני פרעה ואני ער  הן בני ישראל לא  – If 

Klal Yisrael didn’t listen to me, how will Pharaoh listen to me, and I have difficulty speaking.  

There are many questions that are asked by the meforshim. One, this isn’t a good kal vichomer, 

because there was a reason why Klal Yisrael didn’t listen – because they were working so hard! 

That doesn’t apply to Pharaoh! Two, why was Moshe saying that Pharaoh won’t listen – Pharaoh 

was not meant to listen – Hashem already told him that in Parshas Shemos, that the king of 

Mitzrayim won’t listen to him. Why did Moshe expect Pharaoh to be able to hear? Three, why is 

Moshe once again reenacting the argument about his difficulty in speech – Hashem and Moshe 

already went through this in Parshas Shemos, where Moshe said he has difficulty speaking and 

Hashem told him that Aharon would serve as his voice – as Hashem says now, so why is Moshe 

bringing this up again? Lastly, why is Moshe referring to his impediment as ‘aral sfasayim,’ as if 

there is an ‘arlah’ on his mouth – up till now Moshe referred to it as ‘kevad peh’ – difficulty of 

speech? 

To begin understanding, the meforshim quote both Targum Yonason here, and the Mechilta who 

say that Klal Yisrael didn’t listen to Moshe because of ‘Avodah Kashah’, really means Avodah 

Zarah, it was difficult for them to separate themselves from Avodah Zarah! What this means, is 

that they had trouble believing in Hashem’s promise, and in those days, if you didn’t believe in 



Hashem you believed in Avodah Zarah, today it would be atheism or simple non-belief – but this 

was essentially what was happening – Klal Yisrael couldn’t bring themselves to believe. Now, the 

kal vi’chomer makes a lot of sense, if Klal Yisrael couldn’t bring themselves to believe because of 

their connection to Avodah Zarah, certainly Pharaoh who is so connected to Avodah Zarah won’t 

be able to hear! 

We see this concept in the Seforno as well. The Seforno writes: 

משה. להתבונן בכל זה בענין שיבטחו בישועת האל יתברך ויחשבה להם צדקה, כענין באברהם, וכן    ולא שמעו אל

 :לא נתקיים בהם ונתתי אותה לכם אבל נתנה לבניהם

They didn’t listen to Moshe – to ponder all this, so that they would trust and believe the 

redemption of Hashem, and that would have been a special merit for them, just as it was for 

Avraham, and since they didn’t the promise of ‘I will give them Eretz Yisrael,’ wasn’t fulfilled with 

them – only to their children. 

Here too, we see that it was held against Klal Yisrael their lack of belief, which came from a lack 

of extending themselves and trying to believe, and as a result Klal Yisrael lost out on the zchus of 

receiving Eretz Yisrael! 

But this creates another question. Why then did Klal Yisrael listen to Moshe the first time and 

believe him? Then too, they were just as attached to Avodah Zarah – why were they so receptive, 

yet now they weren’t?  

Sefer לאתיהם אמאוצרו  quotes the Bohoshe Rebbe, Rabbi Yisrael Friedman shlita, who explains 

that a person has to constantly work on his Emunah and Bitachon. If you are in a state of constant 

growth, then when Hashem tests you and you have a nisayon, you will be prepared and able to 

maintain your Emunah and Bitachon. Klal Yisrael had been working on their Emunah and Bitachon 

throughout the Galus, and it was sufficient that they were able to stand up to the test and 

believed Moshe Rabbeinu the first time he came. But when Pharaoh then made their life so much 

more difficult, and Hashem amped the nisayon up a notch, they weren’t prepared for that, and 

weren’t able to withstand that difficult test and couldn’t believe or listen to Moshe the second 

time. 



Rav Tzadok takes a similar approach but explains this even further, and I found this particularly 

relevant to us. He writes, why did Klal Yisrael fail to listen? Because Pharaoh had taken away 

Shabbos from them! Moshe Rabbeinu in his youth had begged Pharaoh to grant Klal Yisrael a day 

off on Shabbos. What did they do on that day? The medrash says they had ‘megillos’ which 

transmitted their heritage, it told of Avraham Avinu and how he believed in Hashem, and how 

Hashem performed many miracles on his behalf, and Yitzchak and Yaakov, and by doing so, they 

strengthened their Emunah and Bitachon to believe in their own redemption. But Pharaoh had 

decreed that they should no longer have Shabbos after Moshe came: י שקרואל ישעו בדבר  – and 

once they didn’t have Shabbos, they didn’t have the ability to ponder and think about their 

redemption, and couldn’t believe Moshe Rabbeinu the second time he came. 

We spoke on Shabbos Shuvah about the importance of utilizing Shabbos in our Avodah of 

Teshuvah, when we set our goals and vision for the year, we have to use Shabbos to remember 

them, strengthen them, empower ourselves to keep on working and growing!  

Rav Tzadok explains that this is the connection to ‘ani aral sfasayim.’ The concept of ‘Aral 

Sfasayim,’ is literally like an ‘arlah’ by Bris Milah, which means a covering which blocks the ‘gid’, 

likewise there is a concept of ‘arlus hapeh,’ when the mouth is blocked and one can’t express 

what they truly feel or are thinking. This is different than what Moshe complained about being 

‘kvad peh’, difficult speech – this was a ruchniyos affliction, that prevented them from truly 

accessing what was in their heart – the true desire for redemption. Once Klal Yisrael couldn’t 

bring themselves to believe in Hashem, Moshe Rabbeinu as their Manhig was limited as well, and 

he couldn’t express the true desire to be redeemed either – he had ‘arlus hapeh.’ If Moshe would 

have been able to fully express the true desire to be redeemed – Pharaoh would have listened! 

But due to the state of Klal Yisrael – he was in a position of ‘arlus hapeh’ and couldn’t properly 

express himself. This was what he was saying to Hashem Yisborach. 

What did Moshe want? The Sfas Emes explains that Moshe was asking Hashem to begin the 

Makkos! Hashem said that Klal Yisrael still need to work on their Emunah to reach the level of 

redemption, but Moshe said, they can’t! They aren’t able to withstand this test! Start the Makkos 

and that will give them the power to believe and grow in Emunah and Bitachon. But as the 

Seforno points out, they lost out because of this, and they didn’t gain that level of Emunah that 



they could have achieved, and ultimately didn’t merit going into Eretz Yisrael as a result – as the 

sin of Meraglim was due to a lack of Emunah and Bitachon – which they should have conquered 

now. 

Every one of us is tested in Emunah and Bitachon – many times in our lives. When we need a job, 

when there are bumps in our parnassah, when we want to find a shidduch, when we want to find 

a shidduch for our children, when we struggle with our children, and many such types of tests. If 

we work on our Emunah constantly, then these tests serve to make us greater. If we don’t stop, 

we will eventually walk away with a much deeper Emunah and Bitachon. If we don’t work on it, 

we will struggle, and eventually when Hashem does redeem us or grant us what we need, we will 

thank Hashem, but will not walk away with the Emunah we could have gained! This is our lifelong 

Avodah, which we should utilize the power of Shabbos to achieve. 

There’s a story with Rav Avigdor Miller zatzal which I never quite understood this way before. 

Rabbi Miller had a grandson who was very close with him, and basically was his shamash. This 

grandson tragically died in a car accident. During the shiva, Rabbi Miller was asked, ‘How do you 

retain your equilibrium and calm in the face of such a terrible tragedy? What do you tell yourself?’ 

He answered, ‘It’s true Hashem gave me a potch. But does that make me forget all the thousands 

of breakfasts Hashem served me? All the lunches and the suppers, and all the good things He has 

done for me?’ What Rabbi Miller was saying was, ‘You think I started working on this test now?! 

I have been working on this my whole life – seeing how Hashem is constantly doing good and 

giving me so much, and that strengthened my Emunah and Bitachon so that I can withstand this 

test!’ 

 


