
Parshas Lech Lecha 

Now that we are beginning the parshiyos which teach us about the Avos, it is important to 

understand how we have to learn from the Avos. There was a Rebbe known as the Chozeh of 

Lublin. He (as many Rebbe’s did) had a discretionary fund which he would always give out to poor 

people. He would however give larger sums to relatives, as is the halachah ‘Mi’besarchah al 

tisallaim,’ one has to take care of his relatives. One time a fellow borrowed a huge sum of money 

thinking that he could get a similar amount from the Chozeh, because they were ostensibly 

related. However, when he approached the Chozeh and began explaining how they were related, 

going back a few generations, the Chozeh finally said, “Nu, ah Vayter Karov”, meaning a very 

distant relative. He gave him the standard amount. 

The man left quite dejected as he had been counting on this. One of the talmidim of the Chozeh 

who later became a famous Rebbe, Rav Naftali of Ropshitz, met this man and heard his story. He 

told the man, ‘Don’t worry, I have a plan.’ They went together to Mincha. Rav Naftali instructed 

the man to stand near the Chozeh, and when he hears him saying Elokay Avraham in Shemonah 

Esray, he should whisper into the Chozeh’s ear “Nu, a vayter karov!” A distant relation! The man 

carried out the plan, and when he whispered those words into the Chozeh’s ear, the Chozeh 

turned white. After finishing davening, the Chozeh went and gave the man the full amount he 

wanted. 

Now let me add a Litvishe angle to this story. The previous Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivas Brisk in 

Yerushalayim was known as Rav Berel Soloveitchik. At that point the Yeshiva had a whole 

procedure that bachurim went through when they came. At first, they didn’t go to the shiur for 

about a half a year, and then they were admitted but they sat in the back, and slowly moved their 

way up as they gained seniority. However, if a relative of the Rosh Yeshiva would come to yeshiva, 

he would generally fast track this process, in keeping with the halachah of “Mi’besarchah al 

tisallaim.” One time a boy came to the yeshiva claiming to be related to the Rosh Yeshiva. Rav 

Berel said, “Really? How?” After a long and convoluted explanation, Rav Berel still didn’t get it, 

so he said, “Nu, A Vayter Karov!” The boy said “Let me tell you a story!” He proceeded to tell him 

the whole story of the Chozeh. Rav Berel listened and said, “I don’t agree. It’s true when it comes 



to relatives there are close relatives and distant relatives. But Avraham, Yitchak and Yaakov are 

not our relatives! They are our fathers!” 

Let me explain what this means. If a person has a prominent relative, he might feel very 

important, he’ll definitely try to milk it for what it’s worth. But that’s about it. The relationship a 

person has with his father is very different. If the relationship is healthy and a person respects 

their father, they will try to emulate them! They will try to excel at what their father or mother 

is good at, they will find themselves unconsciously copying their mannerisms and talking like 

them. A person wants to be just like their parents! This can extend back a few generations as 

well.  

If we are referring to Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov as our fathers, it’s because we are trying to 

emulate them in any way we possibly can. We learn these parshiyos and try to glean whatever 

lesson we can apply to ourselves all the elevated and amazing qualities demonstrated by the Avos 

and incorporate them into our lives. In that way they aren’t merely related to us, they are our 

fathers! 

The commandment of Bris Milah is counted as one of the ten nisyonos that Avraham was tested 

with. Why was it a test? Was it the physical pain and danger that was the test? It seems hard to 

believe that for a person who was ready to get burned alive for Hashem’s sake, and was able to 

go to war against four established armies with just 318 people, would be worried about the pain 

of Bris Milah. But the medrash explains what was Avraham’s challenge, and it the course of 

Hashem’s answer, we can learn a very fundamental principle in our relationship with Hashem.  

When Hashem introduces the mitzvah of Bris Milah, it begins with this pasuk: 

יה תמים י התהלך לפני וה-ל שד-וירא ה' אל אברם ויאמר אליו אני א  

Hashem appeared to Avram and said to him, I am Keil Shadai, serve before me and be complete. 

What is the significance of Hashem identifying Himself as ‘Keil Shadai’? Rashi explains: 

ה ולפטרון. -אהיה לך לאלויכך התהלך לפני וה. לפהותי לכל בריאני הוא שיש די באלו  

I am the one who there is sufficient (measure) of my Godliness for every creature. Therefore, serve 

before Me, and I will be a God and Patron to you. 



What is the meaning of this Rashi? What does it mean that Hashem has sufficient Godliness for 

every creature?  

To understand this, we have to see the Medrash where this comes from. The Medrash explains 

that Avraham Avinu had a question when Hashem commanded him to do the Bris. He asked: 

? זדוגים לימגים לי תאמר משמלתי הן באין ולא מלתי היו באים ומזדוואמר עד ש  

Avraham said, before I did the Bris Milah, the nations of the world would come and associate with 

me, but once I do the Bris, will they continue to associate with me? 

Avraham’s whole life was dedicated to teaching people about Hashem and bringing them close 

to Hashem’s service. He and Sarah converted many people, and everywhere he went he built a 

Mizbeach and called out in the name of Hashem and gave fiery speeches, and through his 

Hachnassas Orchim had a platform to encourage people to recognize Hashem Yisborach. But 

Avraham understood that once he does the Bris, history will change. He would be now a nation 

apart, as Klal Yisrael became, a unique and elite nation, separate from the nations of the world. 

We don’t marry and consort with them, and as a result there is a great hatred towards us from 

all the nations of the world. Avraham asked Hashem, how is this a good thing? Everything I have 

been working towards has depended on me being able to one with the nations, and thereby 

influence them – but now I will be apart, and they won’t associate with me! This was a great test 

for Avraham – it upended everything he was working towards. 

Hashem answered him: 

ךטרונדיך שאני אלוקיך דיך שאני פ רהםאמר לו הקב"ה אב  

Hashem said to Avraham, it is sufficient that I am your God, it is sufficient that I am your patron. 

The Alshich explains that this means, Hashem was saying, I don’t need anybody else in this world. 

To Me it is sufficient that I am your God, and I have a relationship with you! It can be true that 

Avraham potentially could have much more of an effect on other people without the Bris, and 

more people could have been brought to the fold, and all different kinds of calculations can be 

made what is better for the sake of Hashem – but what Hashem was telling Avraham was – Ani 

Keil Shadai – I don’t need anyone else – it is sufficient for Hashem’s Godliness to be appreciated 



and connected to one, single, unique individual! This holds true for every single Jew. It 

accomplishes Hashem’s purpose in this world, and to Hashem nothing else holds any importance, 

other than having a connection and relationship with one, single Jew! 

There are a few steps in understanding this concept, which are detailed in the pasuk and 

Rishonim. The first step is what we have said, that Hashem doesn’t care about everything and 

everyone else – to Hashem – the relationship with one person is ‘Day.’ The next step is Hashem’s 

expectation of us is the same – that for us the relationship with Hashem will be sufficient for us, 

and we won’t need or want anything else at all!  

This is the command Hashem was giving to Avraham, התהלך לפני והיה תמים – this is the midah 

of ‘temimus.’ Not wanting or needing anything else other than Hashem, not looking for other 

methods to understand spirituality, not looking for the future or control over the world in any 

other way, other than being connected and having a relationship with Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Just 

as for Hashem, in His Godliness, the relationship with each one of us is sufficient for Him, likewise 

for us, Elokus should be ‘day’ to each creation of Hashem – the mere fact we have a relationship 

is sufficient. 

There’s a pasuk in Tehillim which I heard Rav Shimshon Pincus explain. The pasuk says: 

ונךישבחי  תם שפב חסדך מחייכי טו  

Your kindness is better than life, my lips will praise You. 

What is the pasuk saying? Your kindness, meaning all the good Hashem heaps upon us, our 

parnassah, our health, our children, our families – are better than life itself! How could that be – 

the point of those kindnesses is to provide us life – Dovid Hamelech answers, because now my 

lips can praise You. Meaning, that the greatest value of all the kindness we receive – is that it 

affords us the ability to praise Hashem. 

He gave a mashal. Someone was very sick and found a doctor who could treat him. The process 

took a long time, a year of treatments, and in the course of treatment he became very close with 

the doctor. After he recovered, they remained close and the families got to know each other, and 

shared simchos, and eventually, the person’s son married the doctor’s daughter. He then said, 



‘The kindness that you did for me, you healed me and saved my life, was truly a great thing. But 

greater than that is the fact that I developed a relationship with you – and that is something I 

cherish today more than anything else!’ This is the essence of ‘Tamim tihyeh’, be complete and 

whole with Hashem – don’t look for anything else and don’t desire anything else beyond that 

relationship! 

I remember many years ago, when I was a bachur, a couple of us were sitting around and 

discussing the marriage of a friend’s sister, who had to get married in someone’s backyard in LA, 

because the riots were going on and there was a curfew. We’re very familiar with this kind of 

setup after Covid. We were saying how difficult that must have been to have such a reduced 

wedding. One guy said, ‘By my wedding, I don’t need anyone, just the Mesader Kiddushin, a 

minyan of men, and my wife!’ Now, he was a big talker, and I don’t think he really meant that. 

But the point is well-taken. If we understand what a true relationship means, and the value of it, 

and how it actually encompasses one’s whole life and being, we don’t need anyone else if we 

have our wife! That’s the nature of ‘day’ – in the relationship with Hashem there is a concept of 

‘day’ - He doesn’t need anything else, and we don’t need anything else. 

The last step of this concept of ‘Ani Keil Shadai,’ is the explanation the Ramban offers. The 

Ramban writes that this name of Hashem is invoked to demonstrate how Hashem runs the world 

with hidden miracles. It isn’t nature that dictates that if someone does a mitzvah it will rain and 

we will be prosperous, or when we sin, there will be a famine. This is something we say twice a 

day in  והיה אם שמוע – our mitzvos and avairos dictate if there will be rain or not. That isn’t the 

nature of the world! It is a miracle that Hashem creates to run the world this way and control 

nature – but it is a hidden miracle, and it is the essence of what the Torah tells us.  

At that time the science of the world was Astrology. This was a real science, and it seems that 

Hashem created the world with a set of instructions, and those instructions could be viewed 

through the stars and constellations. That was the nature of Tevah – of the natural world – it ran 

according to the ‘mazalos.’ Avraham was the leading astrologer of his time. Medrash says that all 

the kings of the East and the West would send emissaries to Avraham to divine the future 

according to the stars. But Hashem told Avraham צא מאצטגנינות שלך – abandon your expertise 

in astrology – if you have a relationship with Me – you don’t need anything else, Hashem will 



alter the world against the stars and constellations, and be your ‘patron’, giving you whatever 

you need! This is the final concept of ‘Shadai,’ Hashem has sufficient Godliness, that nothing else 

is necessary – only focus on your relationship with Hashem, and everything else will fall into 

place. All of this world will revolve around that relationship, because the approach of Shadai is 

that the world is molded according to Hashem’s will, and overrides the built-in instructions of the 

constellations.  

These were the three steps of defining the relationship that every Jew has with Hashem, which 

was at the core of the test of Bris Milah. Our relationship is based upon the principle that Hashem 

needs nothing else but the relationship with each individual. Hashem expects each of us to not 

desire anything else, and not turn to any other force, and the relationship with Him should be 

the most important thing in our lives. Lastly, if we focus on that relationship, by definition it will 

determine everything else that happens in the world, and all that happens to us, overriding every 

single force of nature!  

That is the concept of ‘ הותי לכל ברילוהי שיש די בא-ל שד-אני א ’! 


