
Parshas Noach 

There is a story in this parshah which isn’t understood well, and it was a world history altering 

story. I’m referring to when Noach leaves the Teivah and plants a vineyard. He grows grapes, 

creates wine, and becomes intoxicated and somehow undressed. Cham mocks his father, Shem 

and Yefes honor him, and Cham is then condemned to eternal slavery, and Shem secures his 

place as the servant of Hashem.  

But the truth is that this story had a much greater effect on world history than just that. The 

Ramchal says that Noach was meant to accept the Torah just as Moshe eventually did. This is 

mentioned in the piyyutim of the second day of Shavuous (quoted in sefer Mizmor Li’Dovid,) 

where the Torah is giving a soliloquy about its history: 

יש צדיק תמים בדורות מישר מעגל ומסילות ישרות... יום נשתכר נפרדה ועמד ארבו שנים והלכו דורות...  

 תאותו... בעשותו ככה מאסתיו לשנאתו ונמתי לצורי לא אחפוץ קרבתו... 

Many years passed and the generation went by… and man who was a tzaddik and pure stood in 

his generations, and had a just path and just ways… the day he became drunk and he separated 

into his desires… when he did that, I became disgusted and hated him, and told my creator, I don’t 

want to be close to him… 

Imagine! Noach could have accepted the Torah and all his generations would have been ‘Bnei 

Torah!’ But getting drunk ruined everything. As with all the stories of the Torah there is a great 

depth to what Noach did and why he did it, but there is also a point that Chazal make, where the 

source of his undoing lay, and this is a great lesson for us as well. 

Chazal compare Noach to Moshe. In medrash it says: 

אמר ר' ברכיה חביב משה מנח, נח, משנקרא איש צדיק נקרא איש אדמה, אבל משה משנקרא איש מצרי 

 נקרא איש האלוקים.

Rav Brechyah said, Moshe is more beloved than Noach. Noach, was originally called an ‘Ish 

Tzaddik,’ but then was called a ‘Man of the Earth.’ Moshe was called by the daughters of Yisro, 

an Ish Mitzri, but then was called a ‘Man of God.’ 



Moshe improved himself and grew from being identified as an Ish Mitzri, who reflected some of 

the Egyptian tendencies, to being an Ish Elokim, an angel in human form, the ultimate perfection 

that a human can reach. Noach began as an Ish Tzaddik, someone who’s creator testifies to his 

righteousness, but eventually became an Ish Adamah, a man of the earth.  

Chazal further compare Moshe to Noach, in Maseches Chullin, the Gemarah asks,   משה מן התורה

 where is the source for Moshe in the Torah? The Gemarah quotes the pasuk from the end ,מנין

of last week’s parshah, where Hashem is condemning the Dor Hamabul to destruction –   בשגם

בשר  because they are just flesh and blood – the word ‘beshagam’ has the numerical – הוא 

equivalent of Moshe! Meaning, that Moshe achieved the perfection which demonstrated that 

even a flesh and blood person can reach the level of an angel – and justify Hashem’s creation of 

man. 

When did the change in Noach happen? When he planted the vineyard. Let’s examine those 

pesukim. 

 .Noach began, the man of the earth, and he planted a vineyard – ויחל נח איש האדמה ויטע כרם

Chazal make a number of observations here. One, the word ‘ויחל’, he began – Rashi quotes Chazal 

– he didn’t have to start with a vineyard! Couldn’t he have planted apples or oranges first? 

Second, Chazal say in Sanhedrin: 

 אמר ר' זכאי אמר לו הקב"ה לנח, נח, לא היה לך ללמוד מאדם הראשון שלא גרם לו אלא יין?  

Rav Zakai said, Hashem said to Noach, Noach, shouldn’t you have learned from Adam Harishon, 

whose downfall was through wine (assuming the Eitz Hadas was grapes.) 

In sefer Mizmor Li’Dovid he quotes a Ramchal and other sources which explain this event as 

follows. When Adam Harishon sinned by eating the Etz Hadas, he created a combination of 

Neshamah and Guf which didn’t previously exist. The Neshamah was separate and much more 

powerful than the body, but Adam Harishon chose to eat from the Etz Hadas, and that caused 

the Neshamah to be absorbed by the Guf, and the boundaries unclear, and now the body had a 

much greater strength and could subvert the Neshamah. The meforshim explain that Adam 

Harishon did this intentionally because he wanted to have a greater test of faith and service to 



Hashem, and by overcoming his physical self, he would demonstrate great devotion, but this was 

a mistake, and eventually was his downfall. 

The generation which followed, the Dor Hamabul became increasingly self-centered and 

consumed with their own needs. In contrast to Sodom which was organized selfishness, the Dor 

Hamabul was each man for himself. Every person stole the little bit he wanted, ‘pachos mi’shaveh 

prutah,’ they took other’s wives, simple selfishness, ultimate sinking into physicality which has 

no room for other people. 

Noach, through the Mabul, went through an intense year of tikkun, to cleanse humankind of this 

tendency. He separated from his wife, he barely ate or slept, and devoted his life and strength 

and everything he had, to save the world, to help others, to take care of the creatures of the 

world. This was the extreme opposite, and it was finally giving the Neshamah dominance over 

the Guf, and effectively undoing the damage done by eating from the Eitz Hadaas. Noach could 

have achieved a level of perfection, the level which Moshe achieved, to become totally an ‘Eved 

Hashem,’ where every cell in his body was focused on serving Hashem. He then would have been 

chosen to accept the Torah. 

However, Noach decided to make the same choice as Adam Harishon did. He too, wanted to 

demonstrate that he could overcome the power of physicality, even when he is immersed in it, 

and thus achieve the ultimate Avodas Hashem. He planted a vineyard. Wine is the perfect symbol 

of gashmiyos. A little wine is a very good thing. It brings simchah to people, it helps us serve 

Hashem, we make kiddush and other mitzvos with wine. We give wine to an avel, to take the 

edge off. Wine levels the playing field and helps us take control of our emotions and serve 

Hashem with happiness. But too much wine has the effect of drowning us in physicality. We lose 

our capability to think, and we are thrust fully into the hands of our body, and we don’t control 

ourselves at all. Wine also demonstrates, that immersing oneself in gashmiyos will cause great 

damage to yourself, just as someone who intoxicates themselves, suffers the aftereffects of a 

hangover, likewise, too much gashmiyos will destroy a person. 

Noach chose to drink wine and intoxicate himself to make the same choice that Adam Harishon 

did – to immerse himself in gashmiyos, and nevertheless serve Hashem – to fully overcome and 



master his physical self. He was not successful, and Hashem rebuked him – couldn’t you have 

learned from Adam Harishon! He wasn’t successful – why did you take the same path! This 

disqualified him from being the one to accept the Torah, and rendered him from an Ish Tzaddik, 

an Ish Ha’adamah. 

But the fascinating part about this, is the point that Rashi mentions. Noach would have planted 

a vineyard no matter what – it was his duty to do so. The problem was he chose to do this first! 

Rav Yerucham says: 

מקדי לדבר שהאדם  חולין, כי  או  קודש  הוא  אם  אותו  מכירים  במה שמקדים  נמצא,  הוא  עצמו שמה  ם 

 והדברים מבהילין. 

Whatever a person chooses to do first – that is where he is, by what he does first we can identify 

him if he is holy or not, and this is frightening! 

This is an extraordinary point, and extremely important to appreciate. In Shulchan Aruch Orach 

Chaim there a small siman not well learned – סימן קנה – it says: 

 אחר שיצא מבית הכנסת ילך לבית המדרש ויקבע עת ללמוד.

After you leave davening, go to Beis Medrash and make time to learn. The Mishnah Berurah 

explains: 

היוצא מבית הכנסת ונכנס לבית המדרש ועוסק בתורה זוכה ומקבל פני השכינה שנאמר ילכו מחיל אל חיל 

 יראה אל אלוקים בציון 

Someone who leaves shul to go learn in Beis Hamedrash will greet the Shechinah, as it says, ‘Go 

from one strength to another and you will be seen before Hashem in Tzion.’ 

He continues: 

ללמוד  יוכל  אונס שלא  לו  ארע  אם  אפילו  שחרית  מבית המדרש  שיצא  קדם  וכתבו האחרונים שלעולם 

 בקביעות ילמד על כל פנים פסוק אחד או הלכה אחת

The Achronim write, that one should always see to it, before they leave shul in the morning, even 

if something comes up out of your control and you can’t have a regular seder of learning, but 

learn at least a pasuk or a halachah! 



This is the extreme importance of starting your day off correctly! If Noach would have started 

with something else, which would have been pure Avodas Hashem, everything would have been 

different! When we start our day, we have to start with learning Torah – something at least! 

This holds true for so many aspects of our lives. If you sit down to learn with a Chavrusah, and 

you really want to tell him something, discuss an important issue – don’t do that first! First start 

learning – then your whole seder will be different. 

We just had an Avos U’Banim program for Chol Hamoed morning, a few minutes after Shachris, 

and B”H it was well-attended. I was inspired to this, by something my rebbi shared with us, he 

should have a refuah shelaimah, Yehudah Daniel ben Bunya, that his father, who was a working 

man, had a number of sons who all became great marbitzei Torah. His father on Chol Hamoed, 

they would go on a Chol Hamoed trip, but first – he always learned something with each of his 

boys – they always started the day with Torah! 

There’s a story of the Chofetz Chaim which I understood better now. He and his son-in-law had 

just completed an arduous journey for the sake of Klal Yisrael, and it was in the winter, and they 

were totally exhausted. When they got home, the son-in-law related, he had just turned around 

from hanging up his coat, and the Chofetz Chaim was already sitting and learning by a Gemorah! 

This tells us of the hasmadah of the Chafetz Chaim – but more so, the Chafetz Chaim was going 

to take care of his needs – but first he learned! That always has to come first – and it changes 

everything that follows. 

I always tell the girls – daven first! You have a number of things to do, but you want to daven 

regardless – so do it first! 

By Moshe Rabbeinu we see he is praised for this point specifically. The pasuk says: 

ירד משה מן ההר אל העםו  

Rashi explains: מלמד שלא היה משה פונה לעסקיו אלא מן ההר אל העם 

Moshe went from Hashem’s command, immediately to Klal Yisrael to tell them of Hashem’s 

desire. He didn’t take care of his own things first! Although clearly he had ‘asakav,’ things which 

required his attention – and would justify him taking care of them at this time – he prioritized the 



mission Hashem gave him and did that first! That’s where we see the difference between Noach 

and Moshe. 


