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Wednesday of this coming week is the Yahrzeit of my mother-in-law, Rebbetzin Ita Singer a”h. Many of you know of my father-
in-law, Rabbi Singer, his love of all Klal Yisrael and the incredible vision he had many years ago of building a yeshiva for the 
working man. It all became a reality because of his dear wife, Rebbetzin Singer.  She was the mother of our yeshiva and she 
encouraged Rabbi Singer to dream big in building our yeshiva.  She is sorely missed. All those who knew her felt her true care 
and concern for each person’s well-being, whether to share a recipe, suggest a shidduch, or just be a listening ear.  

I can give you an insider’s view of Rebbetzin Singer. Stereotypical grandparents enjoy spending the day with their family and 
enjoy being able to leave at the end of the day, leaving the chores of parenthood to the parents. However, Rebbetzin Singer’s 
attention to her family did not stop with a visit. She would drive carpools, take them shopping, go to doctor’s appointments and 
give the little babies a bath. Raising a Torah-observant family was her focus and her greatest pride. Even dealing with the 
challenges and chores of her grandchildren were embraced by her as a mother, because that's what being a Jewish mother/ 
grandmother is about. Helping her family is what she lived for.   

Raising a Torah observant family is a major theme of Parshas Vayishlach.  Yaakov met with Eisav upon his return to Eretz Yisrael. 
Eisav asked Yaakov, “Mi eileh lach”1 who are all these to you (referring to Yaakov’s wives and children)? They were clearly 
Yaakov’s family, so what was Eisav really asking?  The Chofetz Chaim explains that Eisav saw how much respect Yaakov’s wives 
and children had for Yaakov and how well-behaved the children were.  Eisav did not have a similar experience with his family. 
Yaakov replied, “This is my family, “asher chanan Elokim .”-  which Hashem graced me with.” The Hebrew word chanan is an 
acronym for the three special mitzvos of a Jewish mother: Challah (separating dough when baking bread; Ner (lighting Shabbos 
candles); and Niddah (family purity). This is the secret of a Jewish home: When the mother is careful in carrying out her special 
mitzvos, a special blessing is given to the home, which results in the raising of a beautiful family.   

The centrality of Jewish family is also seen when Yaakov sent a message to Eisav, which included many presents and much 
livestock. Yaakov gifted to Eisav the vast majority of the fortune he had amassed while living with Lavan, in order to appease 
Eisav.  Wealth was not important to Yaakov- the survival of his family and the furtherance of Torah values were his primary focus.  

When Rochel gave birth to Binyamin, she called him “ben oni (son of my pain),”2 but Yaakov called him Binyamin (son of my right 
side- the last child of Rochel and the last of all his children). Why did Rochel call him “the son of my pain?” I believe the 
explanation is that the best praise of a Jewish mother is her dedication to her children. All the pain and suffering the mother 
endures to raise her family is worth it, because that's the main purpose of her life. Therefore, “son of my pain” expresses Rochel’s 
belief, “All my hardships were worth it to give birth to you.” 

Rav Chaim Shmulevitz would often pray at Kever Rochel. He would plead, “Mamma Rochel, after you died and were buried along 
the side of the road when the B’nei Yisrael were exiled, you cried to Hashem because of your children’s exile. Hashem answered 
you, saying you should stop crying because Hashem will ultimately bring the B’nei Yisrael back from exile because of your 
merits.3 But I, your son Chaim, am pleading with you to continue to cry!”   

How was Rav Shmulevitz able to make such a request? If Hashem told Rochel to stop crying, how could Rav Shmulevitz ask her 
to do something against the wishes of Hashem? Rav Paysach Krohn gave the following answer.  Hashem was like a father telling 
his daughter Rochel to stop crying, but Rav Chaim is a child of Rochel, and a child can always ask a mother to cry to his Father for 
help. 

I would like to add that it is the essential right of Rochel Imeinu to cry for her children because the whole function of a Jewish 
mother is to provide guidance to her family, as well as beseech Hashem for the success of her family. The Almighty told Rochel 
to stop crying because He will ultimately bring the redemption, but until that time, Rochel may continue to cry.  

Rebbetzin Singer's life-long dedication to raising her family in the correct way was her biggest attribute and her biggest success. 
It is clearly no coincidence that her grandson, Dovid Yehuda Katz, will be getting married this coming Wednesday night, 
immediately following his grandmother’s Yahrzeit! 

 
1 Vayishlach 33:5 
2 Vayishlach 35:18 
3 Yirmiyahu 31:14-16 
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We have been discussing the bracha of  של   מעונשו   שפטרני  ברוך  
 Although Remai simply writes that the bracha is said by a .זה
father when his son becomes bar mitzvah, he does not 
mention the exact time and venue for its recitation. Magen 
Avrahamii writes that the minhag is to recite the bracha 
when the boy davens or reads from the Torah for the first 
time because at that time it becomes known to the public 
that he is bar mitzvah. Mishnah Berurahiii quotes the Magen 
Avraham and explains that the bracha is specifically made 
when he serves as chazan or reads from the Torah. Since 
even a child can technically receive an aliyahiv, his getting an 
aliyah is not recognizable as an outward demonstration of 
his becoming bar mitzvah; and therefore, he must 
specifically daven or lein to provide the impetus for his 
father to make the bracha. Perhaps this explains the practice 
for the bar mitzvah to lein and/or daven on the Shabbos of 
his bar mitzvah in addition to receiving an aliya. 
Nevertheless, Mishnah Berurah does point out that based on 
the minhag nowadays that a child cannot get an aliyahv, the 
bracha can be made as soon as he gets called up for the 
aliyah even if he will not be the one reading from the Torah. 
However, Rav Malkiel Tzvi Tenenbaum in Divrei Malkielvi 
writes that since a child can get maftir even nowadaysvii, 
getting an aliyah doesn’t demonstrate that he has reached 
the age of bar mitzvah (especially if he gets the aliyah of 
maftir itself). In fact, Rav Betzalel Stern in B’tzel 
Hachochmaviii quotes Likutei Maharich who says that for this 
reason, the bar mitzvah should receive an aliyah other than 
maftir. However, considering the common practice for the 
bar mitzvah to get called up for maftir, it would seem better 
for the bar mitzvah to also lein or serve as chazan. Indeed, 
Chayei Adamix writes that the bracha is said when the son 
reads from the Torah. 

However, Kitzur Shulchan Aruchx writes that the bracha is 
made when the child goes up for an aliyah and so writes 
Sha’arei Ephraimxi, who elaborates that when the boy goes 
up to the Torah (for an aliyah) his father should follow him 
up and wait until the aliyah is finished, and after his son 
makes the concluding bracha on the Torah, his father should 
say ברוך  שפטרני. Nitei Gavrielxii suggests that the father goes 
up with the child to teach him how to properly recite the 
brachos on the Torah. If so, perhaps the reason the  ברוך 
 immediately follows the aliya is so that it should be שפטרני
recited in conjunction with the father’s symbolically 
transferring responsibility for mitzvos to his son by teaching  

 
i  הגהות  לאו"ח ס 'רכ"ה סע 'ב 
ii  מגן אברהם ס  'רכ"ה ס"ק ד 
iii משנה ברורה ס 'רכ"ה  ס"ק  ו ושעה"צ שם  ס"ק  ז 
iv  שלחן ערוך או"ח  ס' רפ"ב  סע' ג 
v  משנה ברורה ס' רפ"ב  ס "ק י "ב 
vi  שו "ת דברי מלכיאל ח "א ס' ד 
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him how to make the brachos on the Torah. If this is the case, 
then it explains why, unlike Magen Avraham, Sha’arei 
Ephraim apparently holds that it is sufficient for the bar 
mitzvah to receive an aliyah and need not actually lein the 
aliyah himself for the father to be able to recite the bracha. 

Rav Moshe Shternbuchxiii suggests an additional reason to 
recite the bracha immediately after the aliyah of the child. 
As we mentioned last week, it is questionable whether the 
bracha should be recited with Shem U’malchus. To 
circumvent the issue, the bracha is recited immediately 
following the concluding bracha of birchas Hatorah, making 
it a bracha hasemucha l’chaverta, a bracha that follows a 
previous bracha, which does not require its own Shem 
U’malchus. Rav Shternbuchxiv also writes that the bracha 
should specifically be made in the presence of the son. After 
all, the text of the bracha includes the word זה, referring to 
“this” child. Based on this, he explains why the popular 
minhag is not to make the bracha for a daughter. It would 
not be within the confines of modesty for a father to come 
before a crowd with his daughter (especially if it is done in 
the context of leining) to make the bracha. Perhaps, this can 
also explain why Sha’arei Ephraim requires the father to go 
up with the son at the beginning of the aliya. Since the father 
should ideally be together with the son so he can say זה, 
“this” and the bracha needs to be made immediately 
following the son’s concluding bracha after his aliya, the 
father must be with his son from the beginning of the aliya. 

Divrei Malkiel questions the entire minhag to wait until 
leining to make the bracha. Although he agrees that the 
bracha should be made in a public setting, like birchas 
hagomel, he contends that it should be made at the first 
opportunity. Therefore, if there is a seudas bar mitzvah the 
night that he becomes bar mitzvah, it should be made at that 
point. Rav Shternbuchxv writes that it can be made when the 
bar mitzvah leads bentching. In this manner, the bracha is 
made when the bar mitzvah performs a task that publicly 
demonstrates that he has become a bar mitzvah, in 
accordance with the Magen Avraham. However, Rav 
Shternbuch says that this should only be done if the father 
recites the bracha with Shem U’malchus. If he follows the 
common practice to recite the bracha without Shem 
U’malchus, there is no need to make the bracha at the first 
opportunity, and he should wait until leining. 

ix  חיי אדם  הל 'ברכות כלל ס"ה:ג 
x  קצור  שלחן ערוך ס 'ס"א סע 'ח 
xi  שערי אפרים  שער ד אות כ"ה 
xii ספר נטעי  גבריאל הלכות  והליכות  בר מצוה  פרק י"ב :א 
xiii  שו"ת  תשובות והנהגות  ח"ד ס 'נ"ה 
xiv  שו"ת  תשובות והנהגות  ח"א ס 'קנ"ו 
xv שו "ת  תשובות  והנהגות ח "ג  ס' ע"ו 

by Rabbi Moshe Silverstein 
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Have A Wonderful Shabbos! 
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