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There’s a young man I know who had it rough as a teenager. At 14, he was kicked out of  yeshiva and took on behaviors 
that damaged both body and soul. He was in a really bad place. His parents guided him to a unique yeshiva for boys 
with similar struggles. His rabbeim took a real interest in him and cared for him. By the time he graduated high school, 
he was reconnected to Torah and mitzvos. He then went to a yeshiva in Eretz Yisrael for similar boys, to help him 
continue his positive development. The next year, he went into a higher-level yeshiva. Last year on zos Chanukah (the 
eighth day), he entered a very challenging Torah contest in his yeshiva. Usually, the contest winner is a long-time 
student. There were over 150 young men competing, and he won! When he answered the last question successfully, 
all the boys started cheering and broke into song. They lifted him on their shoulders and danced around the yeshiva.  
On zos Chanukah, out of all the boys in the yeshiva, he won the contest. That was a Chanukah miracle!  

At the end of Shacharis every day of Chanukah, an extra chapter of Tehillim is added (Mizmor Shir Chanukas Habayis 
l’Dovid), since it discusses the dedication of the Beis Hamikdash, which was re-dedicated on Chanukah. It’s interesting 
that the opening line mentions the dedication and inauguration of the Beis Hamikdash, but the rest seemingly has 
nothing to do with the inauguration. Rather, it focuses on Dovid’s different troubles when Hashem saved him: 
“Hashem has lifted me from the depths…I was sick and You healed me…Hashem, You lifted me from the dungeon...I 
went to sleep crying and awoke with joy…Hashem You transformed my lament into dancing.” 

Besides on Chanukah, we say this chapter every morning as the introduction to Pesukei d'Zimra. What is unique about 
this chapter of Tehillim to introduce our morning prayers? 

Rav Shimshon Pincus1 explains that a person's life is filled with ups and downs. Dovid Hamelech had many troubles 
and challenges: He was shunned by his older brothers; his father-in-law and son wanted him killed and his sons 
attempted to usurp the kingdom from him. He had inner struggles as well, like the episode with Bas Sheva, when he 
sent her husband to the front lines of battle. With all of these issues burdening him, many people wonder how Dovid 
was able to persevere in a positive way? What gave him the strength?? 

This chapter of Tehillim is the secret of Dovid and the Jewish nation. Dovid looked at each day as a new start. Each 
day was a new inauguration of the Beis Hamikdash; another opportunity. The young man I spoke about at the 
beginning, started from a point of physical and moral failure, but through his daily efforts was able to elevate himself 
to be a learning star of his yeshiva. Like Dovid, he thought, “Today is a chance to dedicate myself and my actions to 
Hashem.” We start each day with the Mizmor l’Dovid tefillah, giving us the message that although we might have 
messed up yesterday in a major way, today we can dedicate ourselves anew to Hashem.  

Shlomo Hamelech says that a tzaddik (righteous person) falls seven times and gets up.2 The simple lesson of this 
teaching is that both the tzaddik and the rasha (evil person) have failures! However, the rasha stays down in his state 
of failure, while the tzaddik picks himself up and moves on in a positive way. Still, Rav Hutner3 provides a more 
specific lesson - the tzaddik rises directly as a result of his fall. The fall was the cause for his rising!  Consistently 
getting back up after a failure is what helped him develop into a better person.  

Therefore, Dovid wrote this chapter of Tehillim on the dedication of the Beis Hamikdash, with an eye towards an 
individual’s ups and downs. He knew that he and Klal Yisrael would not remain in the perfect state they achieved at 
the time of the dedication. As we recite mizmor shir before Shacharis every day, plus before and after Shacharis on 
Chanukah, let us use this recitation as a new opportunity to dedicate ourselves to Hashem, even stronger than before.  

 

 

 
1 Nefesh Shimshon - siddur hatefillah - Mizmor Shir Chanukas Habayis Yesod hatefillah  
2 Mishlei 24:16 
3 Letter to a student  
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The Gemara (Shabbos 21b) says that the mitzvah of 
menorah is from sunset until there is no one left in the 
marketplace. This is because we want to publicize the 
miracle, or pirsumei nisa, and this can only be done if 
there are still people left in the street. The Shulchan 
Aruch (672:1-2) explains that when the Gemara says 
sunset, it really means the end of sunset, or tzeis 
hakochavim. The amount of time from tzeis until 
everyone leaves the marketplace is half an hour.  
The Gemara explains that a menorah does not need to 
be continually lit from sunset until everyone leaves the 
market. Rather, it either means that this is the time 
frame that one must light the menorah. Or that there 
must be enough oil in the menorah to last until there 
is no one left in the market. What if one didn’t light yet 
and everyone left the market? Tosfos (D”H Dei) writes 
that according to the first explanation of the Gemara, 
the mitzvah is over and he can no longer light. 
However, since there is a second explanation in the 
Gemara, one should light out of doubt, without a 
bracha. The Rashba (D”H Viha) argues on Tosfos. He 
says that when the Gemara cites a time that the 
menorah must be lit, it is not a total requirement. 
Rather it means that the best way to do the mitzvah is 
to light when people are outside. However in a case 
where you cannot have pirsumei nisa, you should still 
light with a bracha. 

Rabbi Chaim Torchin zatza”l in his Kuntres Chanukah 
U’Megillah (Siman 2) explains the machlokes between 
Tosfos and the Rashba. He says they are arguing about 
what is the main mitzvah of menorah. The Rashba 
holds that the main mitzvah is to light the menorah. 
However there is an additional mitzvah, pirsumei nisa, 
which can only be done when there are people outside. 
Pirsumei nisa is not a requirement to do the mitzvah, 
rather it is a way to do the mitzvah in a more optimal 
fashion. Tosfos argues, and holds the main mitzvah is 
the pirsumei nisa. Without this, there is no mitzvah at 
all. Therefore, there is a machlokes what to do if no one 
is left outside. According to the Rashba there is still a 
mitzvah to light with a bracha, even though it is not 
being done in the most optimal way. Tosfos argues and 
holds that since there is no longer pirsumei nisa, one 
should only light out of doubt without a bracha.  
Perhaps we can use this explanation to explain 
another machlokes. The Gemara (ibid) also tells us 
that one should light his menorah at the entrance of 
his house. However, at the time when there were  

 

decrees forbidding Jews to light outside, one should 
light inside. The Rama (671:7) writes that this is the 
contemporary custom. Tosfos (ibid.) writes that the 
time frame mentioned in the Gemara was only for an 
era when people lit outside. However nowadays, when 
we light inside, the pirsumei nisa is only for our family 
members. Therefore, there are no time restrictions 
and someone can light with a bracha even after no one 
is left outside.  
The Magen Avraham (672:6) writes that if one delays 
lighting until very late, one can still make a bracha, 
provided that his family members are still awake. 
Mishnah Berura (672:11) explains that when they 
used to light outside, they would only make a bracha if 
it was the time of pirsumei nisa. So too, we also need 
to have our family members around when we light in 
order to have pirsumei nisa. Therefore one would need 
to wake up his family members in order to light with a 
bracha.  
The Chemed Moshe, quoted in the Shar Hatzion 
(672:17) argues on the Magen Avraham. He asks that 
if we always need to have pirsumei nisa to make a 
bracha, then one who lives alone or among non-jews 
should not be able to make a bracha? Rather, one can 
light with a bracha even if none of their family 
members are awake. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (Orach 
Chaim Vol. 4 105:7) explains that this is based on his 
understanding of pirsumei nisa. Pirsumei nisa is not a 
law that precedes the mitzvah of the actual lighting of 
the menorah. Rather, it is an additional law that one 
should light his menorah in a way that publicizes the 
miracle. However, if this is not an option, one should 
still fulfill the main mitzvah of lighting the menorah, 
and also make a bracha. 
The machlokes Magen Avraham and Chemed Moshe 
seems to mirror the machlokes Tosfos and Rashba. 
The Magen Avraham holds like Tosfos, that the 
mitzvah of ner chanukah is in order to create pirsumei 
nisa. Since pirsumei nisa nowadays has been relegated 
to a person’s family, they must be awake for someone 
to make a bracha on his menorah. The Chemed Moshe 
agrees with the Rashba. The aspect of pirsumei nisa is 
just a hiddur, a better way of doing the mitzvah of 
lighting the menorah. If one cannot light with pirsumei 
nisa, the main mitzvah of lighting ner chanukah still 
remains, and one can still light with a bracha.  
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