
Timely Torah Insights 
 

 

Beshalach 
Helping Others as a Conduit for Hashem 

 

This issue is dedicated L’iluy Nishmas 
Rabbi Mordechai Rindenow, Harav Mordechai Yisrael Tzvi ben R’ Moshe Aharon zt"l (Yahrzeit, 16 Shevat) 

 

There used to be a game show called “Let’s Make a Deal”, where the host told contestants to choose one of his many pockets. 
Some pockets had large amounts of money, some just a few dollars, and others might just have a paper clip. This week is 
the second yahrzeit of Rabbi Mordechai Rindenow zt”l, a Rebbe in our yeshiva and a very close mentor to many people. He 
would often reach into his pocket for money and then say, “The right pocket is for this tzedakah fund, the left pocket for 
that tzedakah fund...” The back pocket, the inside pocket, the jacket pocket… he ran out of pockets!  Finally, he figured out 
which pocket was his own personal money. He raised money for so many causes. He took upon himself to pay the tuition 
of countless boys and girls at yeshiva and seminary in Eretz Yisrael. 

A friend of mine who has a Gemach (free loan fund) told me that Rabbi Rindenow borrowed money many times personally 
to lend to those in need.  I know of a time that he borrowed money to help pay the rent for a family to live in a more Jewish 
neighborhood. 

Money was not a concern for him, except to the extent that he needed it to help others after he paid his own bills. He 
worked as a psychotherapist. He performed many therapy sessions without charge if the individual couldn’t afford it. He 
recognized that money came directly from Hashem. He lived with the feeling that he was receiving mann (which B’nei 
Yisrael received as food in the desert after being led from Mitzrayim). He felt that Hashem will make the “mann” fall, both 
taking care of him and allowing him to give to help others. He saw many times how Hashem was directly involved in 
providing his livelihood.  

Parshas Beshalach is the parsha which talks about the mann that Hashem gifted the B’nei Yisrael in the desert for 40 years. 
Hashem instructed Moshe to fill a flask of mann and save it for generations, so people would remember that Hashem is the 
one who provides our livelihood. That message is clear from the mann itself, but why place the mann inside a flask? What 
is the significance of the container? 

I would like to present an explanation from the great-grandfather of Rabbi Rindenow, Rav Nachum of Chernobyl, known 
as the Meor Einayim. He explains1 that mann is food delivered directly from Hashem. The Gemara2 says there are three 
areas that Hashem handles personally: children, life itself, and livelihood. When Hashem delivered the mann while the 
Bnei Yisrael were in the desert, the mann fell on the ground, with a layer of dew on top and underneath to protect it. After 
our 40 years of receiving mann directly from Hashem, He started delivering our food less directly, through various 
mediums. Nonetheless, it’s still Hashem who gives us our sustenance. 

The flask was a message for future generations: There will be a vehicle for our livelihood, but we still need to recognize 
that Hashem is the one delivering the sustenance within that vehicle. 

Another special aspect of Rabbi Rindenow was his incredible hospitality. Both Rabbi and Rebbetzin Rindenow filled their 
home with guests for both lodging and meals. Rabbi Rindenow's hospitality extended beyond his home. He would offer 
people who came to the shul a cup of coffee and a pastry. Every Shabbos after davening, he would host a Shabbos “tisch” 
and personally fill up bowls of cholent for each person. During the tisch, amidst the delicious food, he would share inspiring 
and encouraging Divrei Torah, along with stories about great tzaddikim.   

The graciousness of Rabbi Rindenow exemplifies another lesson of the flask that contained the mann. Shlomo HaMelech3 
said, “Don't eat bread from a stingy person.” Why should it matter if the person giving the food is stingy? The Meor Einayim 
explains that the reason a stingy person is reluctant to give food to other people is because he doesn’t realize that when he 
gives to others, he is acting as a conduit for Hashem. When someone doesn’t realize his role, he doesn’t have the mitzvah 
of acting as a flask/conduit from Hashem. However, people who graciously give food and hospitality recognize that they 
are a channel for Hashem to provide sustenance to others.   

On Shabbos, the mann did not fall. B’nei Yisrael received a double portion of mann on Friday, to last through Shabbos. 
Today also we don't work on Shabbos, recognizing that Hashem has taken care of our needs sufficiently during the week 
to satiate us as well on Shabbos. Rabbi Rindenow’s pockets overflowed with sustenance for all. On Shabbos, let us stop and 
contemplate the overflowing goodness that Hashem sends us each day, via the many vehicles He uses to care for us, and 
look for opportunities to share it with others.   

 
1 Meor Einayim Beshalach 16:33 
2 Moed Katan 28a 
3 Mishlei 23:6 

by Rabbi Baruch Bodenheim 
Associate Rosh Yeshiva 



 

In this week’s parshai, we read of the fulfillment of the 
promise to take Yosef’s bones from Mitzrayim for eventual 
burial in Eretz Yisrael. We previously discussed the benefits 
of burial in Eretz Yisrael. However, many are not buried 
there due to halachic and hashkafic factors as discussed or 
other practical considerations. Yet, even those who are 
buried outside of Eretz Yisrael may share in some of the 
benefits of being buried in Eretz Yisrael itself: 
Remaii quotes a minhag from Ohr Zarua to put soil from 
Eretz Yisrael in the grave. Similarly, Hagahos Maimoniyosiii 
quotes the minhag and suggests that it is based on the 
following talmud yerushalmiiv that we discussed previously: 
The gemorah records that upon bringing a deceased who 
had lived life abroad to Eretz Yisrael for burial, the practice 
was to put dirt on the coffin upon entrance to Eretz Yisrael 
and that accomplished atonement based on the pasukv  וכפר

 understood in this context to mean and His land ,אדמתו עמו
(Eretz Yisrael) will atone for His nation. Although the placing 
of the soil on the coffin was in Eretz Yisrael, Hagahos 
Maimoniyos suggests that perhaps this would effect the 
same result even if done outside Eretz Yisrael. After all, the 
atonement was not achieved through burial in the ground 
but from the mere placement of the soil itself on the coffin.  
Chochmas Adamvi writes that although the practice is to 
bury in a coffin (at least the sides and top) to prevent the 
 disgrace, of having dirt fall on the face and body, if one ,בזיון
has soil from Eretz Yisrael it should be spread on the body, 
particularly on the bris milah. This is not a בזיון  as it is for 
the benefit of the deceased. 
Rav Shternbuchvii quotes Midrash Talpiyosviii who records a 
tradition that putting soil from Eretz Yisrael on the eyes, 
navel, and bris milah of the deceased is considered actual 
burial - ממש קבורה  - in Eretz Yisrael. Seemingly, all the 
benefits would be achieved. Rav Shternbuch explains that 
although the produce of soil from Eretz Yisrael that is 
planted in לארץ חוץ , outside of Eretz Yisrael, does not have 
kedusha, nonetheless, when the soil is spread on a Jewish 
body, which contains the highest kedusha, the kedusha of the 
soil connects with the kedusha of the body and achieves at 
least the element of atonement that burial in Eretz Yisrael 
offers. Gesher Hachaimix also writes that seemingly, soil from 
Eretz Yisrael would not have the same potency in לארץ חוץ  

considering that the agricultural laws that apply in Eretz 
Yisrael are dependent on the actual ground in which it is 
planted and not the source of the soil. Nonetheless, he 
concludes that the soil itself also plays a role as it is also 
endowed with kedusha, and therefore, it may offer some of 
the other benefits of burial in Eretz Yisrael as well. Also, he 
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writes that the fulfillment of the pasukx  כי רצו עבדיך את אבניה

 Your servants desire its stones and cherish its ,ואת עפרה יחננו
dust, expressed by one’s mere desire to be buried with soil 
from Eretz Yisrael, makes one worthy of the benefits of 
burial in Eretz Yisrael itself. In addition, both Rav 
Tukachinsky and Rav Shternbuchxi note that some of the 
agricultural mitzvos may indeed be dependent on the soil 
itself and apply even outside of the geographic location of 
Eretz Yisrael. Therefore, it is not surprising that putting soil 
from Eretz Yisrael into the grave or on the body can indeed 
achieve the benefits of burial in Eretz Yisrael.  
Nonetheless, Divrei Sofrimxii quotes Shulchan Govohaxiii that 
all the benefits of burial in Eretz Yisrael are apparently not 
achieved by merely putting soil from Eretz Yisrael into the 
grave or on the body of the deceased. Otherwise, Yaakov 
Avinu would not have been so adamant about having his 
body moved to Eretz Yisrael for burial. Rather, if soil is 
spread on the whole body, it only achieves the benefit of 
hastening the decomposition of the body. Putting on the 
eyes alone does not achieve any of the benefits of burial in 
Eretz Yisrael but is merely an expression of love for Eretz 
Yisrael. Rav Shternbuch adds that when no soil from Eretz 
Yisrael was available, Rav Shlomo Kluger would instruct to 
use dirt from the ground of the Beis K’nesses or Beis Medrash, 
and that helped as well.  
Ma’avar Yabokxiv discusses the kabalistic benefits of burial 
in soil as well as the returning of the body to its origin in 
fulfillment of the pasukxv כי עפר אתה ואל עפר תשוב, for dust you 
are, and to dust you will return, to help the soul ascend from 
the body. Although he writes that ideally this should be done 
with soil from Eretz Yisrael, it can be achieved with soil from 
 as well if it is put on the body with the proper חוץ לארץ
intentions. 
Finally, putting soil from Eretz Yisrael directly on the body 
may not be exclusive to burial in חוץ לארץ. Rav Shternbuch 
writes that since the practice in Eretz Yisrael is to bury with 
a stone separating the body from the ground, it would seem 
proper to put soil directly on the above-mentioned body 
parts just as is the practice in חוץ לארץ. In addition, as 
previously discussed, certain places within Eretz Yisrael are 
more favorable for burial than others; namely, הר הזיתים, 
Mount of Olives. Therefore, even when burying a body in 
Eretz Yisrael itself, soil from those more favorable areas 
should be integrated into the burial process. Indeed, Rav 
Shternbuch writes that although it is not common practice, 
it would be an added measure of meticulousness to include 
soil from הר הזיתים to achieve the full benefit of burial in Eretz 
Yisrael. 
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