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Kol Tikvah Stays Together While Staying
At Home
By Karen Friedman, Kol Tikvah Director of Programming and
Development

Friday, March 6 2020, was the last time our congregation met as an in-person
group in the Kol Tikvah sanctuary for Shabbat services.   Very few people
attended as news of the coronavirus pandemic dominated the media. 
However, in an immediate response to California Governor Gavin Newsom’s
declaration of the Safer At Home order, the Kol Tikvah Senior Staff led by
Rabbi Jon Hanish and Executive Director Laureen Waterman made
preparations for continuing an online Jewish Community experience with Kol
Tikvah.  Calls were made to all Bnai Mitzvah families to reschedule the 
upcoming simchas, weddings were postponed and funerals had to be moved to



upcoming simchas, weddings were postponed and funerals had to be moved to
an online format.  Within one week, everything Kol Tikvah had been doing for
years could have come to a screeching halt but instead, the Kol Tikvah staff
pulled together to make it work.  What is a temple if not a space to feel
connected? Simply closing our doors was never an option. 
Rabbi Jon led the staff in moving to
ZOOM for all meetings as well as
creating online programs and
services. It was a unique transition,
but everyone in our community
worked together to make it
happen.  All programs and
calendars that were used in the
past were shifted onto one COVID-
19 Program Calendar.  

Community Check-In meetings began to take
place every Monday with special speakers to help
our community navigate this unusual time.
Through the use of Zoom, Facetime and
Facebook, the feeling of community and
connection has only grown for Kol Tikvah
members and their families. 

By moving to an online platform, Kol Tikvah has entered a new world of
security concerns. While many were instituted for Kol Tikvah’s various
programs, there were not enough protocols in place to stop a cyber crime.
On April 24, the Kol Tikvah community experienced a zoombombing at the end
of our Shabbat service commemorating the Holocaust. The beautiful service
included poems by members, and stories shared by members who were
hosting the Holocaust torahs in their homes. It was extremely moving. Then, in
the middle of this service, an anti-Semite hacked into our meeting to display a
Nazi symbol and unfortunate expletives. At that time, Rabbi Jon and Rabbinic
Intern Sam Klein remained calm, while the intruder was removed.  With great
compassion for the community, Rabbi Jon reminded the community to never
give in to hate. This moment inspired pride  rather than instilling fear, and the
community felt lifted by our leaders. The Kol Tikvah community was not the
only group affected by this, as it was reported to many agencies.

Rabbi Ilana Greenblatt, Vice President of Community Engagement for the
Board of Rabbis, published an article about it called "The Viral Spread of



Board of Rabbis, published an article about it called "The Viral Spread of
Hope" in her online publication, and it will soon be seen in the Jewish Journal.
She quoted Rabbi Jon as saying, “No matter how racist or anti-Semitic anyone
might be, they will never stop us from remembering those who passed. They
will never stop us from saying the names of those whose names need to be
said. They will never stop us.“  These words resonate with  every member, and
to Jewish people everywhere.  Rabbi Greenblatt closed, “As Rabbi Hanish
reminded us, nothing will ever stop us from moving forward. That’s the
essential message of our faith.”   

Kol Tikvah
Celebrates Yom

Haatzmaut

Led by Kol Tikvah’s own Rabbi Becky Hoffman, a long parade of cars made its
way from one end of the San Fernando Valley to another on April 28 to
celebrate Yom Haatzmaut.  The parade, organized by Rabbi Becky, included
participants from Kol Tikvah as well as eight other Valley temples and even
included a police escort.  Beginning at Kol Tikvah synagogue, the cars,
creatively adorned with Israeli flags and all other manner of blue and white
decorations, made their way down Ventura Boulevard to Studio City. As the
cars passed by, people on the streets waved and cheered and additional
participants joined the procession that ended at Laurel Canyon Boulevard with
people honking their horns in celebration of Israel’s 72nd birthday.



Member Spotlight: The Serrano
Family

The Amazing Journey of Amelia Serrano’s Bat Mitzvah
By Melanie Rome, Editor, Tikvah Talk

 According to her mother, Amelia Serrano, like most teens, is “very
opinionated.”  When she doesn’t like something, she lets her parents know.
Amelia is the oldest daughter of Kol Tikvah members, Debbie and Nestor
Serrano, and big sister to Lucy.  However, when it came time to start thinking
about Amelia’s Bat Mitzvah, Debbie Serrano “wasn’t sure how that would
look.”  Amelia was born with cerebral palsy, which significantly limits her



look.”  Amelia was born with cerebral palsy, which significantly limits her
physical and verbal abilities.  She requires assisted care around the clock
because she cannot walk or speak on her own. That’s not to say she doesn’t
share her opinions. She does using the sounds she is able to share with the
world. However, KT member and one of Amelia’s teachers, Caryl Medina, had
“always talked” about Amelia becoming a Bat Mitzvah.  According to Debbie,
Rabbi Jon and Cantor Noa were enthusiastic and supportive from the moment
the Serranos brought the topic up.  As Debbie shared, “everyone (at Kol
Tikvah) has always been very inclusive and open with us.”

To make the dream of Amelia’s Bat Mitzvah a reality required the teamwork
of the Kol Tikvah community.  Clergy, staff and temple members including
Karen Friedman, Laureen Waterman, Sam Wildman and Samantha Duenas,
volunteered their time to make the event possible.  Debbie also credits the
security and maintenance personnel “who always have smiles on their faces
and are always happy to help in any way possible.” 

 And as part of her Bat Mitzvah preparation, Amelia attended special study
sessions with Cantor Noa and Rabbi Jon.  “We met with Cantor Noa every
Tuesday.  We would meet in the sanctuary on the bimah.  Cantor Noa would
play guitar and sing all the prayers that were going to be in Amelia’s service. 
We would sit together on the bimah and listen.  Amelia got very comfortable
there and loved hearing the music each week,” said Debbie. After meeting with
Cantor Noa, Rabbi Jon and Caryl Medina worked with her on thoughts she
wanted to share with the community at her Bat Mitzvah ceremony. They crafted
her comments by asking yes and no questions. Amelia answered their question
using a two-button switch.



On June 15, 2019, Amelia’s special day arrived.  Family and friends came
from all over the country to be a part of the celebration. Amelia was an active
participant in the ceremony assisted by her occupational therapists Carly and
Molly.  Molly had ordered a motion activated switch and downloaded Amelia’s
Torah portion recited by Rabbi Becky’s daughter, Arianna, onto an MP3 player. 

When the moment arrived, Amelia swiped the switch, and the recorded
recitation began.  Amelia became a Bat Mitzvah. “My favorite moment was
watching Amelia swipe that switch.  She knew exactly what to do,” said Debbie,
like a true proud parent.  Debbie shared, “Arianna was a huge part of Amelia’s
special day, because she became her voice.  You can only imagine how
beautiful and sad it was for me to hear that sweet, 14-year-old voice speaking
for my girl.”
            
Following the service, there was a large kiddush luncheon in the social hall
featuring a “sugar” theme, a DJ and trays of food from around the valley. 
According to Debbie, the party was a lot of fun and Amelia had a “blast.” 

“So many amazing people in our Kol Tikvah family helped us,” said Debbie.
“Physical help and emotional support.  Genuine and from the heart. That’s what
we feel from this extraordinary community.”

President's Message



President's Message
by Robert Mulein

Not the Spring I was anticipating!  Most certainly not the Spring you had planned
for too. This year we have learned to adapt out of necessity.  This year is unlike 
any of us have experienced before.  This year will be looked back on with a sense
of awe...how did we ever survive! 

As we welcome this first edition of "Tikvah Talk" many thanks go out to our Editor
Melanie Rome and to Karen Friedman our Kol Tikvah Programming Director.  Your
skills and dedication are so appreciated as we welcome this new newsletter. 

This edition featuring articles on our wonderful Educators, the Serrano Family
celebrating Amelia's Bat Mitzvah (I was privileged to represent the Board of
Trustees and present to Amelia her new Kiddish Cup!), and to Sandy...our resident
Temple Chef, all paint a picture of our diverse, caring, and talented community. 
Truly Temple Kol Tikvah is and continues to be a welcome refuge in these
uncertain and difficult times. 

Spring is usually a time of renewal. Baseball Season begins anew, and we look
forward to the NBA Basketball playoffs and Championship in June.  Our gardens
burst forth with color as we resume outdoor activities after the Winter chill.  We
plan Summer fun and travels....this year all is on hold. 
This Spring we especially realize the importance of family and friends.  We feel
connected to those we love even as we practice "social distancing".  We miss so
very much those whom we normally would greet with hugs, handshakes and in
person laughter. 

 And whereas we are usually reminded in Spring of change and growth, this year
we have been taught lessons that we never imagined.  Change for many is not
easy to accept.  The unknown is fraught with uncertainty. But change is usually for
the good and it happens all the time.  This year lessons being offered are giving us
the opportunity to expand and to see life from new perspectives.  This Spring
hopefully we all are filled with appreciation and gratitude for what we have, and for
those helping to keep us going. 



Our Temple has adapted and innovated in reinventing what a Temple Community
is all about.  Together we have learned new technologies, and shown ourselves to
be adaptive and resilient. Together we can and will survive and come out on the
other side of this pandemic stronger.  

So be careful, stay safe and healthy.  Enjoy your kids and laugh together. 
Express your love, respect and appreciation to your spouse, partners, and family.
The sun will be out tomorrow and the stars tonight will be beautiful.  Be sure to
take some time to enjoy them and all the beauty that surrounds you.  You are
blessed!  

 KT Writer’s Workshop Inspires Adult Students

Lifelong learning is a key feature of
Jewish life. That's why Kol Tikvah

provides educational opportunities for
adults as well as children.  This

includes a very popular springtime
Writer’s Workshop.  

Started eight years ago by Rabbi Jon and
screenwriter Alex Litvak, the class allows students to
flex their creative writing muscles in a constructive
and positive environment with the goal of producing
publication worthy material, be it essays, poems,
short stories, or other types of composition. Each
Monday night for 8 weeks, 10 students submit their
work for critique by other class members, Rabbi Jon,
and Alex Litvak.

The theme of this year’s workshop was “Being Present in the Moment,” and, like
previous workshops, the format of the class remained unchanged. However,
instead of gathering around a table in the sanctuary, each participant was pictured
in a square box on the computer screen, meeting via Zoom.  Students worked on
pieces in response to prompts provided by Rabbi Jon or their own inspiration. 
They wrote about the Holocaust, passages from the bible, and of course, the
current pandemic.  Rabbi Jon will be featuring the work of several class members
in the upcoming May 22 Shabbat Service.  In the meantime, here is a terrific poem



in the upcoming May 22 Shabbat Service.  In the meantime, here is a terrific poem
written by one of the students in the workshop

The space between asleep and awake
 By Melissa Shenkin Saunders

The space between asleep and awake
The moment I first open my eyes

The calmest I will feel all day
Between nightmares and reality, I get one moment.

In that moment, I am excited to have started a new career
In that moment, my baby girl is 18 and almost a graduate

In that moment, I am safe and happy

And then I’m up
And Reality sets in

And we are all locked up
Together, but worlds apart  

Kol Tikvah's Black and White Gala
Honoring:
Carol and Herm Fischer, Fran and Phil Oberman
Sarah and Brian Knopf

Carol and Herm Fischer Fran and Phil Oberman Sarah and Brian Knopf



Gala Committee Cory Garson and
Bunny Getz
Co-Chairs

Over 200 guests
attended Kol Tikvah’s
biggest fund raiser of the
year, the Black and
White Gala, held at the



White Gala, held at the
Woodland Hills Country
Club on the evening of
February 22, 2020. 

Dinner
Dancing
Awards
Auction

Photo Credits: Wayne Schulman

The elegant event was a smashing success which generated over $100,000 in
contributions to Kol Tikvah.  The evening featured a silent auction, a wine pull,
raffle tickets, a fun Photo Booth, rented from Keary Slater of Slater
Entertainment and a wonderful DJ in Anthony White of Turn Up The Music who
made all that fabulous dancing possible.
In addition, three special awards were presented that night to members for their
incredible contributions to the Kol Tikvah community.

The honorees included:
Carol and Herm Fischer-the Kehillah Community Award

Fran and Phil Oberman-the L’dor V’dor Award
Sarah and Brian Knopf-the Young Adult Learship Award



Sarah and Brian Knopf-the Young Adult Learship Award

The wonderful evening was made possible by the Kol Tikvah Gala committee co-
chaired by Cory Garson and Bunny Getz and committee members Karen
Friedman, Lesa Glucroft, Robert Glucroft, Nicole Kerner, Sarah Knopf, Rachel
Rapport, Mara Schulman, Alicia Schulz, Debbie Shayer, Melissa Shenkin-
Saunders, Maxine Straus, Laureen Waterman and Sam Wildman. 

Sandy Calin's Cooking Corner
Israel's Hottest Chef Craze:

Cholent!

Cholent or hamin, “a rich stew consumed by Jews for Saturday lunch since
antiquity’ is enjoying a renaissance in Israel according to a recent article in The
Times of Israel.  Currently this dish is drawing customers, both secular and
religious to restaurants located all over the country, on weekdays as well as on
the Sabbath.  While other people around the world make variations of the dish,
European Jews, referred to their hamin as cholent, derived from the French
words for hot (chaud) and slow (lent). For me, it is one of the quintessential
comfort foods of my childhood.  My mother and grandmother made it very
often, and I’ve made it a few times.  As with many of my family dishes, I don’t
have a recipe, and I encourage you to use this as a base and vary the
ingredients and amounts to suit your taste.  
Cholent is basically a slow cooking stew made for the Sabbath.  It is started on
Friday before sundown and placed in a low oven where it cooks overnight, so
it’s ready for Shabbat lunch without having to do any work.  There are distinct



regional differences in making cholent.  My family is Romanian and Hungarian. 
My Mom once was shocked that one of her friends made a cholent with
potatoes!  According to my family, that is sacrilege.  There are no potatoes in
cholent! (But you know what?  If you want, you can add potatoes.  And maybe
carrots and parsnips, too.)  There is a French dish called Cassoulet which is
very similar, though authentic Cassoulet contains treif.  
A cholent is basically onion, beans, barley, meat, seasonings and some liquid,
mixed together which is then cooked on a low heat for a long time.  It can also
be made in a slow cooker.  The meat can be cut up stew meat, short ribs
(flanken) with the bones, turkey, duck, goose or a combination.  My mom
usually used beef and sometimes added pieces of duck or goose, especially if
she could find smoked goose.  Smoked turkey drumsticks would be a good
addition.

So, here is my best approximation of
quantities for a recipe for Cholent:

1 large onion chopped
1 c. beans (can navy, pinto, white or

mixed)
1 c. barley

2 - 3 cloves garlic, minced
2 – 3 lbs. of short ribs (flanken) cut up
or stew meat, cut up turkey or other

meat
1 tsp. salt

1 tsp. pepper
1 tsp. paprika

Water 

In a large roaster or Dutch oven, add chopped onions, beans, barley, meat and
spices.  Add water to cover all ingredients.  Cover tightly and put in a low oven
(200 degrees) for at least 8 to 10 hours or longer.  Check occasionally to make
sure there is still liquid and add more if too dry. 

We Celebrate..
March - May Birthdays
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 



Eric  Abraham

Jacob Alon

Irwin  Ames

Florence Ames

Moses Bardavid

Arthur Binder

Clifford Blackman

Carla Blanc

Burt Brooks

Jessica Burg

Gary Chiate

Barbara Cohen

Myron Crystal

Cynthia Deculus

Kathleen  Dor

Samantha  Duenas

Marisa Dupuis

Ryan  Dupuis

Marissa Edery

David Epstein

Sara Flores

David Freedman

David Freund

Sharon Friedman

Michelle Friedman

Milton Friedman

Norma Friedman

Allyson Frome

Pam Gaines

Daniel Glassman

Ruth Greenbaum

Scott Greenwald

Gail  Groner

Bonnie Halpern

Melisand Hanish

Jonathan Hecht

Sean Herstein

Jodi Hochstadter

Rabbi Rebecca Hoffman

Anca Horovitz

Michael Lotterstein

Sam Manhanga

Michaela Mendelsohn

Laura Mitchell

Don Montoure

TobyMontoure

Les Morris

Judy Morris

Terri Mulein

Jeff  Muncy

Jamison  Newlander

Lynn Newman

Charlotte Newman

Tyler Noble

Rebecca Nurick

Ilisa Pasternak

Christopher Perry

Matthew Pime

Glenn Rabney

Brandon Rapport

Abbie Rapport

Nancy  Rattner

Jason Reed

Richard Rogg

Susie Rome

Irene Ross

Sue Roth

David Sarfaty

Shira Scherb

David Schiff

Victoria Schklair

Milt Schuffman

Alicia Schulz

Debbie Serrano

Jo Ann Shapiro

Sarae Shenkin

Madeleine Sherak

Kimberly Sklar Kidder

Lauri Spero

Tracy Stangel



Anca Horovitz

Melissa Iobbi

Herb Jaffe

Jeremiah Kalan

Peter  Kelley  Kunin

Fran Kern

Chris Kidder

Melissa Kishner

Samuel Klein

Nena Lefitz

David Levinson

Bertram Levy

Sandra Levy

Ari Libarkin

Adam Libarkin

Tracy Stangel

Gerry Staub

Bridget Stokes

Maxine Straus

Heather Swaigenbaum

Heather Watnick

Suzanne Weintraub

Carol  Weissman

Michael Wolff

Linda Wolfson

Ana Yaghoobia

Bijan Yaghoobia

We Celebrate..
March - May Anniversaries
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

Kathleen & Burt Brooks

Ruth & Myron Crystal

Adrienne & Steven De Vore

Ryan & Marisa Dupuis

Rhonda & Jesse Encarnacion

Lan Huong & David Freedman

Allyson & Maxwell Frome

Pam & Ken Gaines

Julie & Gregg Goldin

Amber& Ira Goldstein

Hillary Hazelton & Jose Hernandez

Lisa & Andy Howard

Karen & Jeremiah Kalan

Peter & Emily Kelley Kunin

Kimberly Sklar Kidder & Chris Kidder

Krayna & Alan Levit

Brian Thomas & Nicole Novgordsky

Valerie & Steven Page

Abbie & Jeff Rapport

Jeff & Nancy Rattner

Kathryn & Michael Reiter

Laura & Mike Roman

Leonard & Melanie Rome

Lilli Kalmenson & Sid Rosenbloom

Pat Bates & Sue Roth

Melissa Saunders & James Saunders

Kami & Michael Stone

Jeff Carr & Jennifer Thompson

Tanya & Ron Uzan

Suzanne & Bruce Weintraub

About the Editor



About the Editor

As a proud member of the Kol Tikvah congregation, it is an honor for me to serve

as the new editor of Tikvah Talk.  I have been a freelance writer and editor for

most of my life, after earning a bachelor’s degree in Journalism from the University

of Maryland.  My non-fiction stories have appeared in national and local

publications.  As editor of the Kol Tikvah newsletter, it is my hope that I can

provide the KT community with news and information that will enlighten, entertain

and touch the hearts of readers. My hobbies include photography, and playing the

guitar. I especially enjoy spending quality time with friends and family. 

Got some news you want to share?  Have ideas for articles?  Please feel free to

drop me a line via email:  editor@koltikvah.org.   

Staying connected is important, especially during this difficult time.  Let us all

remember how lucky we are to be a part of the truly special Kol Tikvah

community.  

With gratitude and a special thanks to Karen Friedman for helping to make this

newsletter possible. 

Melanie Rome

NEXT EDITION:

Kol Tikvah celebrates our Graduating Seniors of 2020- parents of seniors,
please contact Melanie Rome at editor@koltikvah.org
Kol Tikvah Educators Rise to the Challenge
Kol Tikvah Keeps the Fun Going.. at a social distance: Golf, Martini Nights,
Knitting and more!
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