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Immersive summer experiences with Adamah Detroit
Carly Silverman, Adamah Detroit staff

JCOR looks to the future
By Deborah Meyers Greene

Throughout the school year we coordi-
nate programs and initiatives focused 
on cultivating connection to — and 

responsibility for — the planet. With seven 
organizational partners during the 2022–2023 
school year, our Nature Chuggim programs 
aim to engage and inspire children and families 
through joyful Jewish environmental educa-
tion, all developed to cultivate vibrant Jewish 
identity and community while inspiring a life-
long responsibility for the environment.  

During the month of May, we partnered 
with the Hebrew Day School in Ann Arbor for 
Nature Chuggim programming. We brought 
a variety of activities that helped the children 
connect with nature and integrate environmen-
tal values into Jewish life. Activities included 
outdoor games, using our senses to observe 
and connect with the natural world, worm 
composting, Havdalah spice kits, and garden-
ing. Relationships and community connection 
underpin all our work, and we are thrilled to 

have started this partnership with the Hebrew 
Day School and look forward to our continued 
collaboration next school year.

And while our school-year Nature Chug-
gim programs come to an end, we’ll be coor-
dinating a robust series of programs and events 
this summer, all focused on Jewish community 
building in deep connection with the earth. 
We’ll be working closely with our partners at 
the JCC Day Camp in Ann Arbor and Metro 
Detroit to provide Jewish Environmental Edu-
cation training to key staff and provide comple-
mentary nature-based programming, working 
to develop the next generation of Jewish envi-
ronmental leaders.  

Throughout the summer, we will be part-
nering with various organizations on our Sum-
mer Family Series programs, facilitating Jewish 
nature-based outdoor experiences that are open 
to all families! In June, we look forward to our 
Kehillah (Community) Canoe Adventure 
on the Huron River to enjoy the scenery and 

sounds of nature on the water! Accompany-
ing our paddle will be an exploration of Jew-
ish values, our relationship to water, and some 
new songs to learn. In July, in partnership with 
JFamily, we will be hosting a Teva (Nature) Tot 
Shabbat on July 8 at Heritage Park in Farming-
ton Hills. Together, we will take a gentle hike on 
the trails, exploring themes of Shabbat through 
nature exploration, play, and singing songs. In 
August, we will head to Maybury Farms for 
our Chaverim (Friends) on the Farm program. 
Participants will get to meet the animals at 
Maybury Farm: horses, donkeys, pigs, sheep, 
goats, chickens, cows, alpacas, and more! We’ll 
explore Jewish values through our connection 
to the animals that provide our food and cloth-
ing resources. Children will be able to get hands 
on with goat milking, grooming, and feeding as 
well as a wagon ride.  

Additionally in August, Adamah Detroit 
will host a Jewish Environmental Educator 
training on August 20 at the J. This daylong 

training experience will bridge the connec-
tion between Judaism, community, and the 
natural world through hands-on, thoughtful, 
and engaging Jewish environmental educa-
tion content across different ages and Jewish 
backgrounds. We anticipate a dozen organiza-
tions joining together to support a new cohort 
of Jewish educators who will bring spirited, 
joyful Jewish environmental learning into lo-
cal religious school programming during the 
2023–2024 school year.

For details and to RSVP for our collabora-
tive community programs, visit our website 
and keep in touch with us on Facebook and 
Instagram. Our team is grateful to be doing 
this work together and feels excited to offer a 
variety of immersive experiences this summer! 
We look forward to continued and deepened 
partnership as Adamah Detroit.   n

J ewish Congregations Organized for 
Resettlement (JCOR) has been work-
ing with a refugee family of four as they 

complete the first 10 months in the United 
States in June. The family is doing quite well. 
The two children are counting down to June 
9, the last day of classes in the Ann Arbor 
Public Schools, and big sister is looking for a 
summer job. Dad secured his first-ever driv-
er’s license, and the family purchased a reli-
able used car in April, so transport to work is 
assured without the expense of contracting 
with a car service. Following their inaugural 
winter experience north of the equator, the 
entire family is relishing the return of the 
sun’s warmth and the bright shocks of flow-
ers that accent the spaces around town.

The volunteers of JCOR applaud the fam-
ily’s benchmarks with admiration for these 
four brave individuals who are fighting so 
hard to secure their new lives in Ann Arbor 
as our independent neighbors.  

“It is a privilege to pursue tikkun olam by 
doing something that so clearly contributes 
to the well-being of this family,” said Midge 

Cone, who serves as JCOR’s Education Team 
Lead. “The children have had a pretty good 
school year and are doing better each month 
as their English skills improve. Their futures 
are very promising, and our entire team is 
gratified to have been able to contribute to 
their first steps up the educational ladder 
that will support their trajectory.”

JCOR2 On the Horizon
As the family’s first anniversary in the 

U.S. approaches in mid-August, JCOR is an-
ticipating “JCOR2” with a new family, pos-
sibly as soon as August or early September. 
Renewed volunteer recruitment, training, 
and fundraising efforts will launch in com-
ing weeks.

Four major elements make JCOR work: 
volunteers, donors, collaborating congrega-
tions, and institutional partners.

Cone is one of about three dozen JCOR 
volunteers who serve on eight teams that 
provide support in education, healthcare, 
housing and welcome, finance, transporta-
tion, employment, childcare, cultural orien-

tation, and on-call service. JCOR leaders also 
acknowledge the critical role of our commu-
nity’s generous donors who contributed to 
the JCOR fund that subsidized the family’s 
rent, utilities, transportation, health care, 
and so much more until they could achieve 
financial independence.

JCOR’s six collaborating member con-
gregations — Ann Arbor Orthodox Minyan, 
Ann Arbor Reconstructionist Congregation, 
Beth Israel Congregation, Jewish Cultural 
Society, Pardes Hannah, and Temple Beth 
Emeth — provide the backbone of JCOR’s 
ability to communicate with supporters and 
rally resources throughout the community. 
And finally, JCOR’s institutional partners, 
Jewish Family Services of Washtenaw Coun-
ty and the Jewish Federation of Greater Ann 
Arbor, provide supervision and support as 
well as fiduciary services.

“In these days when achieving the ‘Ameri-
can Dream’ is increasingly difficult, especial-
ly for newly arriving refugees, we are really 
very happy to play our part in overcoming 
the odds facing our community’s newest 

neighbors,” said JCOR Coordinator Harvey 
Somers. “We encourage others to join us in 
this rewarding effort as we prepare to ask JFS 
to match us with a new family — JCOR2.”

On June 23, at 7:30 p.m., as part of its 
June for Justice Shabbats, the Temple Beth 
Emeth Social Action committee will host a 
Refugee Shabbat honoring TBE’s work with 
Jewish Family Services and JCOR. This ser-
vice will weave personal stories of congre-
gants’ refugee and immigration experience 
with Shabbat liturgy to bring to life the many 
contributions that JCOR with JFS provides.
About JCOR: Jewish Congregations 
Organized for Resettlement is a participant 
in JFS’s Co-Sponsorship Program. JCOR 
member congregations include Beth Israel 
Congregation, Ann Arbor Orthodox Minyan, 
Ann Arbor Reconstructionist Congregation, 
Jewish Cultural Society, Pardes Hannah, and 
Temple Beth Emeth, along with the Jewish 
Federation which serves as JCOR’s fiduciary. 
JCOR’s goal is to help the newcomers become 
independent neighbors over the course of 
their first year. n

The Jewish people entering the Land of Israel
Rabbi Aharon Goldstein, Chabad of Ann Arbor

On the Shabbat of June 14, we will 
read the Torah portion of Shelach 
(Numbers 13:1), which includes 

the report of the spies whom Moses sent to 
explore the Land of Israel. The reaction of 
the Jewish people to the spies’ negative report 
was immediate: “Our wives and children will 
surely be taken captive by the strong people 
living there. Let us appoint a new leader and 
go back to Egypt.” G-d, therefore, decreed that 
they would not be allowed to enter the Land. 
“But your children, of whom you said ‘they 
will become prey,’ them I will bring in, and 
they will know the land you have despised.” 
The children, the younger generation, will be 
the ones to enter Israel, G-d promises.

Why is there such an emphasis on chil-
dren, in both the complaint of the Jewish peo-

ple and in G-d’s response? Because children 
played a significant role both in the inheri-
tance of the Land and the mission with which 
the Jewish people are entrusted.

Concerning young children our Sages 
comment: “A baby breaks into crumbs more 
than he manages to eat.”

This saying can be understood in the spiri-
tual sense. A baby symbolizes a person who 
possesses little wisdom and understanding. 
The food represents the Torah and its com-
mandments that sustain the soul. A person 
who is an “adult,” who utilizes his time on 
earth wisely, focuses on doing mitzvot and 
fulfilling his mission in life. A child, in the 
spiritual sense, wastes most of his time by 
becoming involved with extraneous mat-
ters, losing sight of the Divine purpose for 

his soul. Most of his spiritual sustenance, the 
Torah, ends up unassimilated and undigested, 
“crumbs on the floor.”

This, in fact, was the claim made by the 
spies: “Why must we enter the Land of Is-
rael and waste our precious time involving 
ourselves with physical matters? Here in the 
desert where all our physical needs are mirac-
ulously met, we can devote ourselves totally to 
G-dly pursuits. For even if we will have time 
to study once we enter the Land, most of our 
day will be wasted! It is far better to stay in the 
desert than to lower ourselves to that level!”

G-d responded: “Your children ... will be 
the ones to inherit.” Even though the genera-
tion of Jews that left Egypt was on a very high 
spiritual level, devoting their lives to studying 
the Torah, it was precisely the children, those 

possessing little Torah knowledge, who would 
be allowed to enter the Land of Israel. The 
new generation would be required to pursue 
a different path, working hard to provide the 
physical necessities of life, while at the same 
time imbuing their surroundings with G-
dliness and holiness. For this is what G-d re-
ally wants Jews to do. Our mission in life is to 
lead a “normal” physical existence seamlessly 
combined with following the precepts of the 
Torah.

Torah learning of young children is also 
especially dear to G-d. “The learning of little 
children may not be disturbed, even to build 
the Holy Temple!” we are told. Their pure faith 
and belief in G-d has the power to arouse G-
d’s mercy and foil the evil plans of the enemies 
of the Jewish people. n

I  Community


