
 
 
 

Approximately 9 months before the Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony, parents should contact Meg Bernstein, 
(meg@bethisrael-aa.org, 412-841-7561) concerning the selection of a tutor; Meg will help you to choose an 
appropriate teacher for your son or daughter.  No arrangements should be made with any tutor, including 
those who have tutored previously at Beth Israel, without first contacting Meg.   

 

 

Lisa Bardach has a long history of working with Jewish students in various settings.  She has been 

employed as Regional Youth Director, Seaboard Region United Synagogue Youth and as the Resource 
Teacher at Temple Beth El in Madison, WI.  She has taught religious school for several grades in 
Rockville, MD; Madison, WI; and Ann Arbor.  Lisa has been tutoring students studying for bar/bat 
mitzvah for over 28 years.  She has been an active member of Beth Israel Congregation since 1990, 
where she participates as a frequent torah reader and shlichah tzibbur.  Professionally, she is a 
practicing Speech-Language Pathologist, which provides excellent background for working with students 
with special needs. 

  

 

Lisa Bernstein is a Jewish educator living in Ann Arbor and working as a Judaic Studies teacher at the 

Hebrew Day School.  She has been tutoring Bar/Bat Mitzvah students since 1999.  Lisa graduated from 
Washington University in St. Louis (where she met her husband, Jeff) with a degree in Religious Studies 
and Educational Studies.  She has a Master’s Degree in Jewish Education from Spertus College.  She and 
Jeff have two sons, Zachary and Solly, both of whom celebrated becoming Bar Mitzvah at Beth Israel.  
Lisa loves to travel, read historical fiction, and cook…especially if someone else does the dishes! 

 

 
Dina Shtull is a career Jewish educator who has worked with children, teens, and adults in school, 

synagogue, camp, and university settings.  She has been a Bar and Bat Mitzvah tutor at Beth Israel 
Congregation since she came to Ann Arbor in 1990.  She also taught the Beth Israel adult Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah class for 10 years.  Dina was the principal at Hebrew Day School from 2002 to 2012.  Prior to 
that she was the Judaic Program Director at Tamarack Camps and a faculty instructor at the University of 
Michigan School of Social Work where she taught and advised graduate students preparing for careers 
in Jewish communal service.  In addition to teaching, Dina currently offers a residential downsizing 
service through her business, Downsize with Dignity, LLC.  Dina has undergraduate degrees from 
Barnard College and the Jewish Theological Seminary (Majoring in Bible), and MSW and an MBA 
graduate degrees.  Dina’s hobby is training for and participating in Ironman 70.3 competitions.  With her 
husband Steve, she has three grown children and two grandchildren. 

 

 

 

Ron Sussman was the Ritual Assistant at Beth Israel, where he has worked with every Bar/Bat 

Mitzvah family, for the past 23 years. He taught high school for 37 years, and had worked in teacher 
education at the University of Michigan for 6 years.  Ron has many decades of experience in Jewish 
youth work.  He and Lonnie have 3 grown children and, Baruch Hashem, a bunch of grandchildren. 
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