
  

 

  
 

In-Person Temple Ner Tamid B’nai Mitzvah Services 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Before the Ceremony 
 
How will tutoring / preparations work? 
There are three people who will be involved with your child’s preparations.  
 
Students will meet monthly, about a year out from B’nai Mitzvah with our Clergy Associate Ronni 
Pressman, and around six months out will begin meeting weekly. Each lesson is 15-minutes and 
conducted virtually.  
 
About three months before a student’s date, Rabbi Katz will reach out to you for a family meeting, 
where students will begin the process of working with him on their D’var Torah (speech). After this 
family meeting your student will meet with Rabbi Katz for 15-20 minutes virtual for 6-8 weeks. 
 
Monthly, students will meet with Cantor Greenberg for 20- minutes virtually. Together they will deal 
with the meaning of becoming B’nai Mitzvah, the experience of becoming a teenager, and some 
ancillary pieces of the process, like the Tikkun Olam program (see below).  
 
How will my student have access to practice with the Torah before their big day? 
To prepare students to read from the actual scroll, our Clergy Associate, Ronni Pressman, will be taking 
pictures of each portion using the scroll students will be using on their B’nai Mitzvah. In the weeks 
leading up to their date, they will practice using this high-resolution picture. Then, sometime the week 
of your child’s B’nai Mitzvah, Ronni will schedule a time with them to come in and practice in the 
sanctuary with the scroll itself for a final run though (see below).  
 
Will we be having a dress rehearsal or final run through? 
There will be three final meetings in the week leading up to the B’nai Mitzvah. The first will be a full run- 
through virtually with Clergy Associate Ronni Pressman, the second will be an in person with Clergy 
Associate Ronni Pressman and the student (parents are not required to attend these meeting). The third 
rehearsal will be a family meeting over zoom with Rabbi Katz to go over logistics and answer any last-
minute questions you might have. Rabbi Katz’s meeting will take place either Wednesday at 8:30pm or 
Friday at 11am and you can schedule that with our Operations Manager, Laurie Schifano. 
 
How does the Tikkun Olam project work? 
During the student’s monthly meetings with Cantor Greenberg, she will help students decide on a 
meaningful Tikkun Olam project and will check in with them on their progress. It’s best for you to discuss 
as a family what issues are the most meaningful to you and Cantor Greenberg can help you figure out 
what organizations you can work with to effect the change you seek to make. 
 
What spaces can the services be held in? 
All services will take place in the sanctuary. See below for specifics about safety precautions for the in-
person space.  
  



  

 

  
 

Staying Safe on the B’nai Mitzvah Day 
 
How many guests am I allowed to invite? 
All families will be permitted to have 150 in-person guests. To facilitate this, we will be opening the 
doors to the social hall. This constitutes about 50% capacity of the double room. If you would rather just 
be in the sanctuary with the doors closed, we can accommodate 90 people. 
 
Do I have to pre-register my guests? 
Yes. We will need to know exactly who is coming into the building and have their contact information in 
the event that contact tracing needs to occur. You will receive a registration link from Laurie Schifano for 
your guests about a month before your service.  
 
What is the role of the lay volunteer at the ceremony? 
Each service will have a lay volunteer who will serve as usher and give the presentation of gifts.  
 
How will social distancing/mask wearing work among my guests?  
All fully vaccinated guests can remain mask less if they choose. All unvaccinated guests must remain 
masked at all times in the Temple, and maintain a social distance from other guests/staff. 
 
Will there be a security person there? 
As with all our services we will have security present as well as a custodian.  
 
 
  



  

 

  
 

Logistics of the Ceremony 
 
Does my family still participate on Friday night? 
The B’nai Mitzvah student will lead the community in Kiddush during the Friday night Erev Shabbat 
service. You can participate in-person or virtually. All family members wishing to attend in-person for 
the Friday night service will need to register. You can find the link to register on the temple calendar on 
our website. Families wishing to participate virtually can find the Zoom link on the Temple calendar. If 
you plan to attend virtually, make sure both the candles and Kiddush cup are visible in the frame.  
 
How does the zoom services work? How long are they? 
Shabbat morning services begin at 10am and usually lasts an hour and a half. As with any B’nai Mitzvah, 
our students are helping us lead the TNT community in prayer. Students will be reading Torah, Haftarah, 
and delivering their speech as before. Students will also be helping to lead a select number of prayers. In 
all cases, family members will have a choice of watching the ceremony on Zoom or YouTube.  
 
How much of the service will my student lead? 
Your student will lead certain key moments of the service (ex. V’ahavta, Avot/G’vurot) and do some 
English readings. If students master their Torah, Haftarah, etc., they will be offered more sections to 
lead like the Ashrei prayer. Every decision of what to include will be keeping in mind the balance 
between the desire to showcase the B’nai Mitzvah student and the desire on the part of the broader 
TNT community to be led also by their clergy. 
 
Can people participate in the service if they are not physically present? 
Yes, we will be making readings and Aliyot available to those who may not be with us but who want to 
participate over zoom. Please see below for the list of honors. 
 
Do we need to bring our own technology? 
You are not required to bring your own technology. We have a set-up that allows the student and guests 
to see those participating on a big screen TV. 
 
How does photography work? 
While photography is never permitted during services, family may choose to have pictures taken that 
morning. The photographer is welcome anywhere outside of the Temple to take photos. Photos are 
permitted inside the sanctuary with the photographer up to 30 minutes before the service. If they are 
fully vaccinated they can be maskless.  
 
Who will be officiating at my service? 
Rabbi Katz and Cantor Greenberg will be at the ceremony in-person. When available Clergy Associate 
Pressman will be present either virtually or in-person. 
  



  

 

  
 

Is the B’nai Mitzvah student required to wear a mask? 
If unvaccinated, the student will be allowed to remove their mask when they are actively leading a 
prayer, reading Torah, or giving their D’var Torah. We ask that they keep their mask on when not 
actively leading. No mask is required if the student is fully vaccinated (2 weeks after their 2nd dose). 
 
Is singing permitted during the service? 
Yes! Since all unvaccinated people will be required to wear masks, and we have decreased the density in 
the room, singing is encouraged.  
 
Am I allowed to decorate the bimah with Flowers or other items? 
Absolutely. While nothing is required in this regard, consider the space yours for the morning. Just keep 
in mind that only a small portion of the space will be seen by virtual guests since the computer will be 
resting on the table near your student. Coordinate drop off of any flowers with our Operations Manager, 
Laurie Schifano, at LSchifano@nertamid.org. 
 
Can we bring wine and challah? 
Yes; however in this era of COVID we ask that Challah is sliced rather than ripped to reduce germs. The 
wine / juice may be poured into individuals cups. 
 
Can we use the social hall for a more involved Kiddush? 
Yes. If you want to do something for your guests please be in touch with our operations manager, Laurie 
Schifano at lschifano@nertamid.org. If we use both the social hall and the adjoining rooms, you may 
have up to 150 people present. 
 
Will my students still be getting gifts from the congregation?  
Yes. As they have always, they will get a Kiddush cup, a Hebrew Bible, a Tzedakah Box, and a certificate. 
The lay leader will present that to your family the morning of the service.  
 
Can my family use pre-recorded elements in the ceremony?  
Absolutely. If a relative is worried about technology use and wants to pre-record a reading or Aliyah, we 
are happy to share that video. We are also able to conclude the service and live stream to allow for a 
photo montage to be show to the in-person guests and those watching on Zoom.  
 
Can my family add extra readings or music? 
Yes. Please be in touch with us so we can approve it but if you have a favorite poem or song you want 
included we can try to figure out how include it. 
  



  

 

  
 

How do honors work?  
We have created a number of supplemental honors you may wish to take advantage of. Please know, 
you do not need to use all options available. Laurie Schifano will be in touch a few weeks before your 
ceremony with a sheet you can fill out with who will be doing what. 
 

1. A person to hand the Tallit to the student 
2. Person/people reading a prayer for peace 
3. Person/people reading a prayer for the state of Israel 
4. Three aliyot 

a. Family members or friends 
b. Parents / siblings 
c. The B’nai Mitzvah student 

5. Someone to lead Kiddush 
6. Someone to lead Motzei 
7. Readers to read the English translation of: 

a. Aliyah 1 
b. Aliyah 2 
c. Aliyah 3 

 
Are people receiving honors required to wear anything (kippot, tallis)? 
No. As a Reform community, everything is a choice. However, people bring their own kippot and tallitot 
since we will not be able to adequately sanitize them between services. 
 
Can we provide kippot for our guests? 
Yes, just know that any kippot left in the temple will be discarded if not taken home by the guests or 
family. You can bring these with you when you arrive for your service to be placed near the prayer 
books. 
 
Are we still passing the Torah? 
Yes. We traditionally pass the Torah through one particular family line. We do ask, however, that anyone 
involved in that ritual be vaccinated.  
 
Can my family have a program? 
Yes. One month before your ceremony you will hear from Laurie Schifano with guidelines for what we 
need from you for the program (Headshot picture for Shabbat morning screen and Egeret / Welcome 
remarks for the brochure, honors sheet etc). After receiving all of your materials, Clergy Associate Ronni  
Pressman will create 2 pamphlets – one for your family attending in person and one for the folks on 
ZOOM. 
 
What prayerbook will you be using? 
The link to our prayerbook is: https://www.ccarnet.org/publications/mishkan-tfilah-for-shabbat/ 
  



  

 

  
 

 
 
Will my service be recorded? 
Yes. You will have the option of recording the service directly from zoom and it will be archived on 
YouTube. 
 
Will I still be able to do a parental blessing?  
Yes. This will happen after your student finishes their final Aliyah of Torah. 
 
Will I or a family member be able to read Torah if we want? 
Yes. Please be in touch with us if you want this honor. 
 
How does Candy work? 
Candy may be poured over the B’nai Mitzvah student’s heads from a basket. This will limit the number 
of people touching the candy. Families are welcome to eat it after the ceremony and outside of the 
sanctuary.  
 
We look forward to providing a deeply meaningful experience to you and your family! If you have any 
questions about these procedures, please reach out to Rabbi Katz at Rabbi@nertamid.org. 
 
 
 
 


