
Dear Friends: 

As we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, I share with you this prayer that I wrote for the MVACC 

mayoral prayer breakfast, held virtually on November 24, 2020.  Wishing you and your family a Happy, 

Healthy Thanksgiving Day.  May it be a day on which we truly are thankful for all our blessings. 

Rabbi Paula Jayne Winnig

A psalm of Thanksgiving: 

Hodu L’adonai ki tov, ki l’olam hasdo. 

Give praise to God for God is good, for God is faithful forever! 

During this Thanksgiving season, we give praise and honor to the Indigenous peoples on whose land we 

dwell.  We honor the Osage and Erie people and give them thanks and honor for their stewardship of 

the land, the trees, the waters and the air which make it possible for us to dwell here today.  We thank 

them and acknowledge the cruel way their lands were taken from them.     

In acknowledging their loss, we accept the responsibility to continue to care for the land and those that 

inhabit it today.  May we continue to be proper stewards of the land.  We will work to clean up the 

waters, keep the air clean and to plant trees and plants to repopulate our forests and keep our soil 

pure and clean. 

As we gather in our small family groupings this year, may we be grateful for the food we have and the 

homes in which we live.  May we work to bring food security and proper shelter to our friends and 

neighbors who are in need.  May we work to honor the Divine image implanted within each human 

being we encounter. 

Thanksgiving is a time too, to recognize the beauty in being a Nation made up of people of diverse 

backgrounds.  Just as God envisioned a multi-color palette when creating differently colored plants and 

animals, so too did God make all of us from vibrant beautiful colors that fill our earth with nuance, 

vitality and spectacular hues. 

Our different religious traditions all teach that to care for human beings is to care for God.  May we 

exemplify all that is good and true in our interactions with all people and together may we build a 

world that is full of God’s goodness and love.   

Judy Chicago wrote: 

And then all of what has divided us will merge. 
And then compassion will be wedded to power. 
And then softness will come 
to a world that is often harsh and unkind. 



And then both women and men will be gentle. 
And then both men and women will be strong. 
And then no other person will be subject to another’s will. 
And then all will be rich and varied. 
And then all will share equally in the earth’s abundance. 
And then all will care for the sick and the weak and the old. 
And then all will nourish the young. 
And then all will cherish life’s creatures. 
And then all will live in harmony with each other and the earth. 
And then everywhere will be called Eden once again. 

As we move on from this day of Thanksgiving, may we have a renewed commitment to working together 
to bring us closer to a time when we can live in peace and security in Eden once more. 

ך׃   ֶשֶֽׁ ר ֶאת־ַנפְׁ מ ֹ֗ שְׁ ע ִיִ֝ ךָ֥ ִמָכל־ָרָ֑ ָמרְׁ  יי ִישְׁ

ָמר־ֵצאתְׁ  ם׃)ח( יי ִישְׁ ַעד־עֹוָלֶֽׁ ה וְׁ ַעָתֹ֗ ך ֵמִֶֽׁ֝ ךָ֥ ּובֹוֶאָ֑

(7) The ETERNAL will guard you from all harm; God will guard your life.

(8) The ETERNAL will guard your going and coming now and forever.

Amen. 


