


Rabbi Muller-

In recognition and celebration of your 25 years of service, we

dedicate this special edition of the Rodef Sholom Bulletin. 

Thank you for all you have done for Congregation Rodef Sholom.



Dear Rabbi Muller,
 

      Saying farewell to someone special is never easy.  It is made even more difficult and emotional when
it is someone who facilitated and officiated over a pivotal moment in your life; especially one that was
entirely and profoundly spiritual in nature.  In the year leading up to the ritual of conversion, our
regular study sessions were always engaging and enlightening.  I admired your charisma.  But more
importantly, I was awestruck by your teachings, reflections, and the diversity and wealth of knowledge
you possess and continue to accumulate.  Sure, you are a voracious reader, but, to me, you reflect a level
of wisdom far exceeding that of your similarly-aged peers and colleagues.  
      It is very difficult to put into words, but the conversion process for me was not so much a conversion.  
It is more like slowly removing a mask and revealing my true self.  In a world surrounded by uncertainty,
I have always been certain that I was born a Jew.  Although I was not raised as a Jew, as I entered college
and began formal religious studies my intellectual and theological identification with Judaism was
undeniable.
      In 1993 (yes, over 26 years ago), I came into possession of a compact disc recording of Yerushalayim
Shel Zahav (Jerusalem of Gold) performed by The Ramat Gan Chamber Choir Tel Aviv, conducted by Hana
Tzur.  I listened to it over and over again, and continued to listen to it on a regular basis for years
thereafter—the only outward manifestation of my connection to Judaism; of course, until you entered
my life.
      As I descended the steps into the mikvah and submerged into the water this song was resonating in
my head.  Soon thereafter, and after 40 years of being a non-observant, non-practicing, and unaffiliated
Jew, I became an observant, practicing, and affiliated Jew, and welcomed with open arms by loving and
caring congregants from each of our local synagogues.  Thanks to your patient tutelage, the transition
was at once seamless yet profound.  Congregation Rodef Sholom felt like home.
      Congregation Rodef Sholom and its congregants (past and present) have been beyond blessed to have
you as our synagogue’s sole rabbi these past 25 years.  Like the lyrics crafted by Naomi Shemer in 1967
for Yerushalayim Shel Zahav, your sermons would sometimes reach my ears sounding as poetry.
      You share the birthplace (San Francisco) of one of the United States’ most famous poets, Robert Frost,
who wrote “to be a poet is a condition, not a profession.”  Of course, what Frost implies is that poets
cannot help themselves.  In your case, serving as our rabbi has been your condition.  It was never your
job, but rather it has been your essence, your reason for being.  You have been our rabbi every single day,
morning and night, as if being our rabbi were what you were put on this earth to do.
      Another poet, and undoubtedly one of the great poets of your generation is singer and songwriter Bob
Dylan.  In 1988 he embarked on a tour appropriately entitled, the “Never Ending Tour.”  By April of last
year he had played more than 3,000 shows.  As of this writing, he is scheduled to perform at the William
Randolph Hearst Greek Theatre situated upon your alma mater, University of California at Berkeley, this
summer on Saturday, June 13th, and Sunday June 14th.
      He also happens to be the most quoted songwriter in legal opinions and briefs, including the United
States Supreme Court (including Chief Justice John Roberts and Justice Antonin Scalia, both
conservatives).  In his beautiful song Forever Young, I believe he captures my wishes for you and
Darlene:
 

May God bless and keep you always,
May your wishes all come true,
May you always do for others,
And let others do for you…
May your heart always be joyful,
May your song always be sung,
And may you stay forever young.   
 

With every good wish, I am,
Aaron Hively
President of CRS Board of Trustees



Dear Rabbi Muller,
 

We have worked together over the past twenty plus years on
many projects and programs to enhance the quality of Jewish
life for the congregants of Congregation Rodef Sholom.  I
admire your ability to interface with the youth and adults in
our congregation.  You have a unique ability to communicate
well with everyone. 
 

I have presented you with many challenges during your career
at Rodef Sholom.  The one memorable challenge I made to you
came over twenty years ago when I wrote a letter to you and
the Board of Trustees.  In the letter I expressed my opinion
that prayer and services at our temple were a “spectator
sport” with the congregants sitting in the bleachers observing
the action on the field.  They were contentedly entertained by
the beautiful choir, cantors and soloists.  They listened to
sermons and maybe, sometimes, participated in some
responsive readings.  But, they did this from afar, while sitting
in the bleachers.  My challenge to you was to bring our
congregants out of the bleachers onto the playing field.  With
your hard work, creativity, music, and inclusive discussions
you have met this challenge well.  You have encouraged our
congregants to sing along, read along, and express opinions on
controversial topics from a Jewish viewpoint.  Some of our
congregants remain in the bleachers and that is fine because
that is their comfort level.  But for those of us who were
seeking something more, you have done an amazing job to
help us expand our prayer experience and enhance our Jewish
identity.  Yasher Koach, for this and everything else you have
done for us.  May you continue to go from strength to
strength as you move into your next phase of life surrounded
by family and friends, old and new. 
 

With Warmest Regards,
 

Carol and Bruce Sherman



May 3, 2020 
 
Dear Rabbi Muller,
 
We are blessed to count you and
Darlene as true and trusted friends.
You have brought warmth and
laughter into our lives and home.
We love you both, dearly.
 
As our minds survey the years, we
realize your centrality in our lives.
Perhaps we should say
Congregation Rodef Sholom has
been central. But the truth is, for
our family, you are synonymous
with Congregation Rodef Sholom.
The most important endeavor that
we have ever undertaken, the
raising of our daughters, was
indelibly shaped by your love and
your influence. Many of our most
treasured memories as a family are
those that involve Abigail and
Caroline at synagogue, or practicing
at home for a service, or playing
synagogue in the kitchen, with the
refrigerator doors, substituting for
the Ark. You, Rabbi were central to
them all. In remembering, we
remain in awe of the countless
hours of preparation and practice
you devoted to each event and to
each child. You gave endlessly. You
poured not only your time and
talent, but your heart and soul into
each undertaking. It is your heart
that captured our children. You
made them feel special, accepted
and valued. Their hearts are tied to
Judaism because of you.  That is
your legacy to Abigail and Caroline
and your gift to our family.

We cannot begin to imagine
Congregation Rodef Sholom without
you and Darlene. It will be a
different place than that which we
have known. We will try instead to
imagine your life, blessed by G-d
with health, happiness, warmth,
laughter, and peace.
 
Love,
Steve and Renae Scharf



Rodef Sholom and the Greater Youngstown community have been extremely fortunate
to have enjoyed the rabbinical skills and competencies of Rabbi Frank Muller for a very
long time. His knowledge of our Jewish faith is highlighted by his strong interpersonal

skills along with his ability to relate to people in both one on one and group
environments in face to face and virtual settings.Rabbi Muller is a mensch! A true

gentleman who exemplifies integrity and honor. 
 

On a personal note Rabbi Muller and his wife Darlene have also been very kind and
supportive of the Bernstine family from New Castle, Pa since we became congregants of
Rodef Sholom in 2018. My wife Pam, has encountered multiple medical issues with her

mother, Stella Rybka who is currently in a nursing home in New Castle as well as Pam
losing her sister, Patti Sue Rybka to multiple sclerosis in February of 2019. Rabbi Muller
and Darlene were always there to help support both of us. I have recently encountered

some medical issues as well and Rabbi Muller continues to check in with me on a regular
basis. In addition, Rabbi and Darlene have also went out of their way to welcome the
entire Jewish community of New Castle to Rodef Sholom throughout the past three

years!  
 

Pam and I would like to wish Rabbi Muller and Darlene a very HAPPY, HEALTHY, SAFE &
ENJOYABLE retirement…

 

Best Regards, 
Samuel M. Bernstine

 

Dear Rabbi,
Anita and I want to wish you a very happy

retirement after many years of faithful service.
You have served Rodef Sholom well and have

left very large shoes to fill.
 

As Shapiro and Tamarkin families go back
decades as members, we are fully aware of the
profound impact you will have on our history

and on the strength of Rodef Sholom.
 

Thank you so much for everything you have
done. May the years ahead be fruitful and be all

that you and Darlene wish for.
 

Congratulations,
Anita and Dick Shapiro



Dear "Our Rabbi,"
 

When you came to Rodef for an interview almost 26 years ago and you started with a
joke, I knew you were the one.  
 

Since that day, you've named, consecrated, bat mitzvahed, and confirmed Annie and
Elle.   After gaining Bob's confidence and respect, you converted him.  You blessed our
homes.  I always thought I could only ever think of Rabbi Berkowitz as "our Rabbi," but
you have earned a trusted place in our hearts.  You are not only a friend and mentor, but a
confidant and our spiritual leader.  We've had so many laughs and good times: 
 Chautauqua, Florida, backyard parties and fires.  You wrote Annie her own song to "Little
Surfer." Remember when you learned to wakeboard?  You introduced the girls to The
Twilight Zone in your kitchen, and we cracked up watching you eat two Handle pops at
one time.  
 

I know we will always remain friends.  Please know the Hendricks family loves and
respects you and we are forever grateful for your dedication and  leadership in our
community.  You have truly become, "Our Rabbi."
 

Much Love | Amy, Bob, Annie and Elle Hendricks

Rabbi Muller has been my friend, my confidant, my psychologist, and my spiritual leader.  
He's a kind, generous man, and I will miss him terribly.  He's even a good joke teller.
 

Jeanne Fibus



Rabbi Muller, 
 

What a blessing to be right next door to you! I
remember with great fondness and
poignancy the worship services we held
together: Interfaith Shabbat, Martin Luther
King Jr. Commemoration, and one of the most
powerful, beautiful, and meaningful services
I've participated in: The one year anniversary
of the shooting at Tree of Life Synagogue. I
remember receiving the phone call from you,
Rabbi, and being so moved you would ask me
to join you for this special anniversary
service. I still have the yarmulke you gifted
me on my minister's desk with the words
"Stronger than Hate." For me, your tenure as
Rabbi has reminded us all that love is always
stronger than hate, that there is always room
for play, beauty, and celebration for all ages,
even during hardships. I greatly appreciate
your quick sense of humor, your open
heartedness, and your wisdom. You will be
missed, my friend, and I wish you a happy
retirement.
 

With Love and Respect,
Rev. Joseph Boyd

I grew up in the Youngstown area and
attended Rodef Sholom religious school.  I
was also confirmed and married at Rodef
Sholom, so it was a big part of my early life.  I
moved to Cleveland, raising my family there,
before returning to Youngstown in 2006
when I married Harris.  I attended services at
Ohev Tzedek because that was the Roth
family synagogue.  I was happy to do so, but
never felt completely comfortable because I
didn’t understand much of the service.  I was
so used to the Reform prayer book and
service.   My mother is still a member at
Rodef Sholom, so we continued to attend Kol
Nidre services with her there.  I found the
service so moving and meaningful to me.   I
also felt that I was home again, which I truly
was.  After that, Harris and I decided to join
Rodef Sholom as well as Ohev Tzedek,
because we liked participating in the
programs Rodef offered.  As we got to know
Darlene and Frank, we appreciated their
friendship and enjoyed social activities with
them.  I got to see how dedicated Frank is to
his congregants, how caring he is to everyone
around him.  He goes out of his way to
welcome newcomers and make sure everyone
feels a part of the temple community.  We are
grateful that we had Rabbi Muller as one of
our spiritual leaders and will certainly miss
his leadership at Rodef Sholom.   We wish
him and Darlene a happy and healthy future
as they begin this next chapter of their lives. 
 

Thank you, Frank, for all that you have
brought to the Youngstown spiritual

community.  
 

Sheryl and Harris Roth

Thank you to Rabbi Muller for your faithful
service to this community. I am grateful for the
way you have called us to justice and unity. I
know you will make an impact  on the
world wherever you are.  

 
God bless you!  

The Rev. Gayle Catinella

Dear Rabbi Muller,
 

I have treasured my long, meaningful
relationship with you.  Although we do not live
in the same town, nevertheless, we have shared
many similar experiences.  I wish you well in
retirement.  I extend my warmest wishes to you
in retirement, although we will always need
you.
 

Love,
Pauline Berkowitz



In the summer of 2013, Temple Beth Israel merged with
Congregation Rodef Sholom.  After being a vibrant congregation

for over 125 years in Sharon, it was time for our dwindling
membership to look to the future rather than to cling to the past.

 

The merger was quite successful thanks to the wonderful effort
put forth by Rabbi Muller and his wife, Darlene.  Before the merger
was completed, the Rabbi asked us to arrange for five or six parlor

meetings over a period of three or four weeks, with ten to fifteen
congregants at each meeting.  The Rabbi and Darlene attended
each of the parlor meetings, spoke to everyone as a group, and

then met with each congregant individually. They made everyone
feel very welcome and, as a result, about 95% of the congregation

made the move to Rodef. 
 

But the Rabbi didn’t stop there.  He made sure that his
congregation at Rodef was ready to welcome us with open arms. 

 From the moment that Beverly and I first attended a service at our
new Temple, we were treated as though we always belonged.  For

this, I thank Rabbi Muller and Darlene, who greeted everyone so
warmly.  

 

Beverly and I wish both the Rabbi and Darlene success in their
retirement and wish them wonderful new adventures.

 

Alan & Beverly Nathan

 

First, I'd like to thank you for the seamless
merger we had from Temple Beth Israel to

Rodef Sholom.  Those were really tough times
for us in Sharon.  With you, Rabbi Roberts,
Margot Maynard, the board members, and

congregants from both congregations, what
seemed impossible became a seemingly 

flawless transition.  Like our temple merger, I
also pray your transition to retirement will go
equally well.  Having taken that step myself, it
seemed that it would be quite easy; a real time

of R&R and fun, but it can actually be
challenging at times.  Finding a new routine
can be difficult as all the patterns you once

knew have changed.  I think these changes are
healthy and exciting, and  I believe you'll

welcome the challenges and find these days
ahead rewarding.   

 

Wishing you all the very best,
Tedd Kunkel & Family



Playing guitar and/or directing the soloist and keyboard accompanist in performing meaningful
music and participatory songs that speak to your heart and mind.
Using props and willingness to direct or participate in plays that engage congregants of all ages
in celebration of festivals.
Acting in character and dressing in humorous costumes to support themes for festivals and
special services.
Penning  new lyrics, emphasizing current events in our country, to familiar oldies or popular
songs, then performing them with guitar, engaging  us to sing along with giggles and smiles
Divrei Torah given at lay board meetings were interesting, thought-provoking. 
Sermons were current, relevant, and typically included steps or action that we-as individuals-
could take in pursuing tikkun olam. 
His View from the Pulpit column in our beautiful temple bulletin is used to inform, remind, and
call us to action. 
Inviting non-Jewish religious congregations to join us for collaborative services.

How has Rabbi Muller affected my experiences as a member of Congregation Rodef Sholom, the
lay board, and ritual committee?  I can summarize my feedback by saying his engaging,
participatory, religious services and special events have enriched my experiences with both the
liturgy and other members of our congregation.  Over the years, Rabbi’s multifaceted creativity*
and attention to detail have become almost legendary.  Some of the ways Rabbi Muller has
demonstrated creativity:

 

I believe his spiritual direction in religious services and my involvement in serving with him and
others on the Ritual committee and other temple committees has helped me grow to be a better
person, a better Jew (by choice). 

 

Thank you, Rabbi Muller!
Jane Pollack 

 

*Especially visible in the gorgeous bulletin format we’ve had for the past year, thanks to Jenny L., 
Sarah W., and others.

 

It is hard to put into words what the Rabbi means to me. I originally met him
at a very low point in my life. His wisdom and spiritual guidance helped me

through that very rough time, and he taught me many ways to deal with deep
internal emotions, good and bad.  I want to say I feel lucky to have found him
at my time of need, and I feel like someone else was guiding me to the wise

person that I needed and that was Rabbi Muller.   
 

I can say I am lucky to also have him as a great friend. Wishing him all the joy
and happiness of retirement. 

 
Mazel Tov! 

Daniel A. Chernek



If he had only created original Tot Shabbots…..Dayenu
If he had only presented creative plays for Purim….Dayenu
If he had only designed and added costumes to the productions…Dayenu
If he had only offered lunch and learn programs…Dayenu
If he and Darlene only offered their warmth to every Shabbot service and
oneg…Dayenu
If he had only played music with area rabbis….Dayenu
IF he had only chaperoned Confirmation class trips…Dayenu
If he had only lectured at Chautauqua every summer….Dayenu
If he had only delivered the most caring eulogies at funerals…Dayenu
If he had only inspired us with his sermons…Dayenu
IF he had only requested a history of Reform Judaism for the 150th
anniversary…Dayenu
If he had only reached out to the community for interfaith programs…
Dayenu
If he had only written monthly essays for the bulletin…Dayenu
If he had only reached out to the old and sick during the pandemic.…Dayenu
If he had only led Shabbot services at Heritage Manor…Dayenu

Rabbi Frank Muller Retires from Congregation Rodef Sholom
 

 

For all this and so much more we offer our sincere thanks and deepest
gratitude for the years Rabbi Muller has given to  Congregation Rodef Sholom
to help to make this a congregation to be proud of….Dayenu
 

Sincerely,
Marilyn & Stephen Sniderman

Rabbi Muller: 
 

This comes to congratulate you on an outstanding career and to thank you for
the lasting contribution you've made at Temple Rodef Sholom.  We want to
wish you and Darlene many years of joy and happiness in your retirement.  

 

Let the next chapter begin.
 

All life's best to you-
Jason, Kristen & Zachary Bostocky

With heartfelt appreciation for your many years of service,
For your spiritual leadership, 

For your involvement with our family life-cycle events, 
For your creation of the temple as our spiritual home and opening those doors

to our community, 
For your dedicated service and warm hospitality that both you and Darlene

gave, 
We are truly grateful.Congratulations on your retirement!

May you both be blessed with peace and health.  
Mazel Tov!

Claudia and Eric Axelson



As a congregant and have enjoyed his services (especially his sermons).  
As a board member, officer, and president who worked with him to help make the
temple run as smoothly as possible.  
As a traveler to Israel under his leadership.  
As a student in his Hebrew classes,  
As a patient in the hospital who greatly appreciated his visits and calls.  
As a consoler when both my mother-in-law, Ruth Gross, and my 'Aunt' Evelyn Solomon
died.

It's hard to believe that almost s quarter century has passed since Rabbi Muller became
the spiritual leader of our congregation.  I have known him: 
 

 

Probably, the most influence he has had on my life was his participation in my daughter,
Sara Heal's, life.  When she first met the rabbi she was a student, along with the rabbi's
son, Julian, at Akiva Academy.  She enjoyed it when the rabbi came once a month to do
reform Shabbat services at school.  As she became older, it was the rabbi, along with
Rhoda Mostov, who gave her the support and instruction she needed for her Bat
Mitzvah.  Next came Confirmation.  The rabbi was there to underline the significance of
the event.  When it was time for Sara to be married, Rabbi Muller was asked to officiate. 
This meant a trip to the Boston area.  The service was wonderful and many of the guests
even asked the rabbi if he would move to Boston to be their rabbi! After Polly, my
granddaughter was born, the rabbi agreed to officiate at her baby naming .  He had
prepared a very creative service which meant a lot to me, Sara and Andy, and all who
were there.So, obviously, Rabbi Muller was a very large presence in my and Sara's life.  
 

I wish him, Darlene, and the rest of his family, all the best is his retirement.  Thank you
for your years of service and dedication to Congregation Rodef Sholom. 
 

Inez Heal

Dear Rabbi Muller,
 
WORDS - You always have the words to make each occasion, be it wedding, anniversary,
baby naming, bris, bar and bat mitzvah, consecration, and even funerals special and
meaningful. You have shared all those occasions with me through three generations. My
parents, Gussy and Lou Applebaum, thought so well of you. I know you had a soft spot for
my dad and his stories. 
 
Your retirement doesn’t mean goodbye. You will be missed, but we can still share our
lives, even in Naples. It’s just change.  I’ve learned to enjoy change, and just go with the
tide. My words to you and Darlene - Enjoy the ride in good health!!

 
Warmest regards,

Sue Weiss

Linda and I want to tell Rabbi how much we appreciate his being such an important
spiritual part of our family's life. He has presided over two weddings and two baby
namings. The last one showing a face inury after falling on icy pavement, but he was
wonderful nevertheless. Linda recalls she and Rabbi taking students to Washington to
meet congressmen and having a great time. Stan is forever greatful for Rabbi instructing
him through his conversion. 

 
We will miss him sorely,
Linda and Stan Palumbo



Dear Rabbi,
 

We have only worked together for a short time, but we have known each other socially
througout your 25 years at Congregation Rodef Sholom.  From my brother Brian's Bar Mitzvah,

to growing up with Darlene's daughters, and our many meetings at Best Buy, I have always
known you to be warm and welcoming with a witty sense of humor.  That vision only

compounded when I started working at the temple, and you brought those attributes to a new
professional relationship.  I love that we bonded over our passion for music and that you said I

have an "old soul" when it comes to my taste in music.  I know we will continue our
relationship long past your retirement, and I wish you, Darlene, and your family the best.

 

Jenny Froomkin Lloyd 



Dear Rabbi Muller,
 
Paul and I have been married for 56 years.  You
have been our Ra bbi for 25 of those years -
almost half of our marriage.  During those years,
we have admired you for a multitude of reasons. 
 You make each member feel heard and
important.  Your sermons are timely and
educational.  Your natural warmth and sense of
humor envelop us.  Your creativity is
unsurpassed.  When Paul turned 80, you put
together such a beautiful Shabbat service in his
honor and affixed the Agam mezuzah on the
doorpost of the sanctuary.  On my 70th birthday,
you dedicated our "family" Torah and welcomed
our son, Brian, to share the bimah as a cantorial
soloist.  You shared our joy at weddings and our
sorrow at times of loss.
 
Thank you for all you have done.  You have been a
special part of our lives.  We will miss you greatly.  
We wish you and Darlene health and happiness
beyond measure.  May your retirement be fruitful
and joyful.
 
Sending Our Love-
 

Yetta & Paul Gluck

Rabbi Muller has been such an important part of
some of my (and my family’s) most joyous and
most heart-wrenching life events, that it was very
difficult to select among them.  He and Darlene
have always been comforting and supportive and I
will very much miss them both!! 
 
There was the year that three Dicksteins (Ben,
Jacob and myself) were engaged to be married. 
 Rabbi Muller was joking that he very much hoped
to officiate at all three weddings.  
 
He did co-officiate Ben and Michelle’s wedding on
August 14, 2010, in Tipp City, Ohio.  An outdoor
wedding at the Willow Tree Inn, just when
Michelle was ready to walk down the aisle, it
began to rain a bit. Umbrellas were opened and
then a small tent was lifted over the musicians (so
their instruments would stay dry).  The ceremony,
though damp, was beautiful.  Rabbi explained that
rain on a wedding day brought, “good luck!”  Just
after Ben and Michelle were pronounced, “man
and wife,” and the wedding party was getting
ready to recede, a guest fainted and someone
called out for a doctor.  Jacob, who was Ben’s best
man, ran toward the guest and an ambulance was
called.  The guest quickly recovered, after her low
glucose level was diagnosed.  The reception
immediately following was dry, without incident
and thoroughly enjoyable.  Ben and Michelle will
be celebrating their tenth anniversary this August
and are the parents of two daughters.  
 
Jacob and Orit were married in Caesarea, Israel
on March 31, 2011.  They elected to have a college
classmate of Jacob’s, officiate.  Rabbi Muller joked
about missing the family wedding officiating
trifecta…. Jacob and Orit are the parents of four
children; two sons and two daughters. 
 
Rabbi Muller officiated at my marriage to Paul
Rienerth the evening of May 14,  2011.  We met
with Rabbi in his office prior to the ceremony
with our witnesses for the signing of the Ketubah.  
Jacob and Ben ushered and Orit and Michelle
were my matrons of honor. It was a very beautiful
ceremony, held in the Tamarkin Chapel to remove
all worry of rain.  Our reception, held immediately
following the wedding, was held at the Holiday
Inn in Boardman.  Within a half hour of its
beginning, we were moved to another, much
smaller area because the roof was leaking quite
significantly!
 
Lark Dickstein-Rienerth

Over the years Rabbi Muller has put on some
elaborate skits and plays.  One of the first was a
takeoff on a Batman movie, complete with Bat
Pole.  I think he played Mitzvah Man and had a

Mitzvah Pole. At the appropriate moment Mitzvah
Man made his entrance at the top of the steps in
the Strouss’ Social Hall.  His audience sat below

and watched in amazement, as he gave his
opening lines, then climbed onto the Mitzvah Pole

and came down, bringing with him the pole and
one of the congregants.  Everyone thought it

might be part of the skit.  After they realized what
had occurred, they moved the Mitzvah Pole from

the crash scene to the side, carried the
congregant out and continued with the program. 

 Always a consummate showman, Rabbi Muller
picked up right where he had left off.   This

episode endeared the Rabbi to the congregation. 
 But the word soon got out that one should not sit
too close to where the Rabbi was working in the
future.  Or have adequate health insurance if you

didn’t mind engaging in risky behavior.
 

Bob Kranitz (LIttle Bob)



Hi Rabbi, 
I have many fond memories of your time at Rodef

Sholom.  A few have made a lasting memory for me,
such as your great compassion when David was passing

away, and my time in Israel as a part of the first
congregational trip.  I saw a more informal, relaxed,

and fun loving side of you.  
 

May the future bring you many more wonderful times
with your family.  Wishing you the very best. 

 
Fondly, 

Barbara Kirkorsky

Rabbi-
Twenty-five years? Oh my gosh.  Where did

time go? As 50 year members, (and really a life
member for me), not since Rabbi Berkowitz,
who I grew up with, have I had such a good

vibe with my Rabbi. No matter what ritual you
are doing, you always had the perfect words.
We are so sorry that you are retiring, but we

wish you all the best at this time. We hope
that you and Darlene will continue to have

good health and much happiness. We are very
happy that you will remain a part of the

Jewish community in Youngstown; knowing
that we will see a lot of you in the future.

Much Love,
Linda and Fred Knox

Rabbi Muller has been a part of our lives for about 21
years. Starting with giving our grandson, Shawn from
California, his Hebrew name.  Rabbi has always been a

warm and understanding Rabbi.  We will miss his
personable services and also Darlene's caring ways. 

 
Love, 

Sandy and Gene Mallen

When we joined Rodef Sholem we felt we had
returned home.  We had come full circle as

Rodef was my first Temple from childhood in
Youngstown, where I was later married to 
 Dale by Rabbi Berkowitz.  From our first
service we felt the warmth Rabbi Muller

brought to his congregation.  Although we
have only been members a short time, we will

miss him and his services.  We send Rabbi
Muller our best wishes as he and Darlene

begin their next adventure, and hope to keep
in touch with them both.

 
Michele and Dale Perelman



Rabbi's come in all sizes large, small, big and tall,
  Being our Rabbi I say you were the best of all.
Your words coming from your heart inspired,

    I'll always be your friend even after you retire.
Where ever you are, what ever you do,

  Don't worry I'll always have baked goods for you!
So sit back and relax and enjoy your time,

  I know all these terrific memories will always be mine.
 

Karen Rubin

Dear Rabbi,
Thinking back to my Presidency always made  me smile.  That was
the time when I met you and I always knew we would be life long
friends.  I always looked forward to hearing your sermons and to

all the fun you brought to our Temple.  Going out with our
wives was always a fun time.  Picking our choices of restaurant

was always a laugh.  Most of all, is the respect I feel for you.
 

I must end by saying - I am so grateful that you will always be in
my life.

 

Marc Rubin

Dear Rabbi,
Congratulations on your retirement, and we wish the best of
everything to you, Darlene and family.  I will always remember so
many of the good times we had working together at the temple,
especially our sports talks we accomplished on Monday mornings. 
Memories, memories.  They will last forever.  
 

Stay safe, stay healthy and keep smiling!
Bob and Sheila Golubich



Dear Rabbi and Darlene,
 
After the High Holidays this year, I wanted to let you know how
much I love you both, value your personal friendships and
support, and appreciate your contribution to Rodef Sholom over
the years.
 
Both of you have provided warm and loving support for people
in the congregation. Darlene, I know that you call my dear
friend Joan every day. Rabbi, you have called Phil and me each
time we have lost a family member. You have written personal
notes for rites of passage, and both of you never fail to chat a bit
at our table during a dinner or oneg.
 
I remember so many of your sermons, Rabbi, and often steal
quotes or repeat your d’Var Torah during deep conversations
with Jews and non-Jews alike.
 
I cannot tell you how much I will miss both of you at temple
after next May. Thank you for being who you are personally and
for the warm inclusion of this non-Jew in your congregation.
We sat at the Kol Nidre dinner with Dave and Lisa from
Columbiana, a mixed-marriage couple, and I told them how
welcome I have felt since the day I walked into Rodef Sholom.
Much of that feeling came from your warm and loving inclusion.
Thank you both.
 
I just wanted to say directly and in writing what I have thought
on so many occasions.
 
Love you both,
 
Karen O’Malia



Dear Rabbi Muller,
 

Thank you so much for being a great rabbi and person for
my whole life!  It is going to be weird that you will not be
a rabbi anymore. Some of my best memories include you
telling us stories at Sunday School, studying for my bar
mitzvah, and participating in my bris even though I do

not exactly remember it happening.  There will never be
another rabbi that will play their guitar at Shabbat almost

every Friday.
 

 Every Tuesday, we would study for my bar mitzvah for
almost a year straight!  I will never forget how you once
said "Oy Vey" in the video. I was very nervous that day,

but thanks to you, I felt confident. Thank you for
everything you have done for Rodef over these years! 

 

There will be no one like you again. I wish you all the best
in your retirement, enjoy Florida! 

 

Sincerely,
Henry Miller



In 1949, my father joined Congregation Rodef
Sholom.  I have been a continuous member since
then.  A member for 71 years...maybe not a record,
but close.  
 
During my early years, Sidney Berkowitz was
Rabbi and Lawrence Ehrlich  brought his
magnificent voice to our congregation.  They Bar
Mitzvahed me, and through the years, no other
temple leaders have really left much of an
impression on me until I got to know Rabbi Frank
Muller.  
 
His guitar, voice, intellect and deep compassion
have been greatly under appreciated.  This man
has seckel, rachmones, and much more.
 
I have been scout master, youth group advisor,
President of Brotherhood, Health Club Director at
the JCC, run the temple latke parties, bartended
at temple parties & dances, and much more.  I am
not religious...but consider myself very Jewish in
those 71 years.  I only wish Rabbi Muller had been
there at times for me to guide me through my
many mistakes in all those areas.  I'm sure I would
and could have done better.
 
We will all miss you Frank.  I will miss you both
rabbincally and personally.
 

Dr. Max Malkoff

I first spoke with Rabbi after a car accident.  My
mother told me she had called him.  When he
came over, he was so comforting and had a good
sense of humor.  (I was glad because I didn't feel so
great)  
 

When my husband, Max, was very ill, Rabbi came
to the Cleveland Clinic, again with comforting
words and thoughts.
 

His sermons are always timely and innovative.  He
is great guy and he has been a true blessing to the
temple.  We shall miss him greatly.
 

Susan Malkoff

I would like to thank Rabbi Muller for being so
supportive of me.  When Newman died, I needed
something worthwhile to keep me busy and
engaged.  I started putting together presentations
on different subjects.  I told Rabbi about them and
right away he got a pen and paper and wrote down
a  schedule for me to give those presentations.  I
think the first one was “Holocaust Survivors of
Rodef Sholom.”  That was almost 3 years ago, and
it has changed my life and given purpose to my
life.  
 

Thank you Rabbi Muller!!
Marcia Levy

I grew up attending Rodef Sholom as a small
child.  I attended the High Holiday Services and
other special occasions with my parents and
sister. Sunday and Saturday school was part of
the ritual including Consecration and
Confirmation.  As the years passed by, I relocated
and joined other Jewish Congregations. 
Approximately 10-12 years ago my wife and I
rejoined Rodef Sholom because we both enjoyed
Rabbi Muller’s sermons, tone and his warm and
caring personality.  Seven years ago my wife,
Sherry passed away.  Rabbi would come over to
the house prior to her passing to visit and offer
prayers. Following her death he continued to call
me and offer words of support and
encouragement to stay strong.  Rabbi Muller is a
great Spiritual Leader and friend.  He will be truly
missed by the congregation and all those who he
has had the honor worshiping with. 
 

Enjoy your retirement Rabbi, and strum that
guitar on the sunset beaches.
 

Best Regards,
Neil A. Chessin

Besides all the qualities typically attributed to rabbis
– wisdom, compassion, leadership – we have
witnessed a characteristic rarely seen:  passionate
creativity!  We never knew what character,
musician, or magician would show up to celebrate a
holiday.  The Purim Spiels and holiday plays brought
humor as well as messages and were enjoyed by all
ages.  I was happy to contribute to some of those by
painting scenery I hoped would add to the
experience.  You brought energy and a personal
touch to all the services, large and small, and that
was much appreciated.

 

Good luck and thank you for bringing warmth, music
and color to worship.  You will be missed.

 

Jody and Stan Nudell



Add a little bit of body tex

I would like to thank Rabbi Muller for
welcoming me into Congregation Rodef
Sholom almost two years ago, and making
feel a part of the congregation even before I
had finished my conversion journey.  Rabbi
Muller has frequently mentioned to me that
it seems like I have been attending services
"forever," and it feels the same way to me,
due in no small part to the welcome I
received from Rabbi Muller and the
congregation during my short time as a
Rodef member. I am grateful for Rabbi
Muller's guidance and hope that he enjoys a
well-deserved retirement.
 

Hunter Thomas



On behalf of myself and my family, we wish to thank Rabbi
Muller for his mentor ship at some important times in our
life. Specifically, there was the surprise conversion
ceremony for my wife, Toni, on a Shabbat service (which
also happened to be on my birthday and a Purim
ceremony) about six years ago.   Also, there was the
beautiful Bar Mitzvah ceremony for our son, Joshua, three
years ago, not to overlook the plays that we all
participated in when we joined the Congregation.   
 
For all of this and more, we wish the Rabbi good health
and happiness in his retirement in Naples, Florida.  
 
Arthur, Toni (Ahava), and Joshua Greenbaum

Rabbi Muller is a wonderful, compassionate man who has the amazing
ability to garner information about any person,time or event and make it
into a fact-filled stimulating sermon.  I recall how I had quizzed him in
detail about the countless books I had read on stories about  life after
death.  He found this subject matter interesting to the point that he had a
discussion at one of the Friday night services.  It was lively and well
received.  
 

I am most proud, however, of my recommendation I gave the Rabbi regarding
the prayer at the end of the service.  I recall back in the day how Rabbi
Berkowitz would raise both hands above his head before saying the closing
prayer.  I loved this gesture because it gave the congregation a feeling of
solitude and made us give him our total attention.  When Rabbi Muller first
came to our temple he would say the closing prayer but often without notice. 
 Now, when he raises his hands we know he means business and we are ready
to receive his prayers! Thanks Rabbi.  
 

Always loved your skits, guitar playing (I'm still waiting for him to play some
Kenny Rankin tunes), easy demeanor, openness, and your on going
involvement with the community and family. Hey, who could forget the
triplets b'not mitzvah!  
 

Rabbi, here's to a great retirement. May you and Darlene be blessed with
health and happiness on behalf of myself and my family.

 

Rob Berk and Family

Rabbi Muller has touched our family in so many ways.  We looked
forward to his services and meaningful sermons.  We loved how he

sang and played guitar.  We enjoyed his sense of humor and admired
how he always seemed to find the right words to say to us and his
congregants.  Rabbi has comforted us at funerals and officiated at

many life cycle events.  We will always look back with fondness at the
triplets’ baby naming ceremony (remember the fun shirt under your
robe?) and their B’Not Mitzvah thirteen years later. Our five children
were fortunate to have studied with Rabbi Muller and they learned so
much from him.  He helped them and us connect more spiritually and

to love Judaism.  
 

We will miss Rabbi Muller and wish him well in his retirement.
Brigitt Berk and Family








