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RESOLUTION #20201222-A 
PASSED ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2020 

 

TOPIC 

Adoption of Youngstown Congregation Collaboration Committee 
(YCCC) Resolution of Congregational Intent to Pool Resources 

(Attachment A) 

BACKGROUND 

YCCC, consisting of representatives of Children of Israel, Congregation Ohev Tzedek-

Shaarei Torah, Congregation Rodef Sholom and Temple El Emeth, along with the Youngstown 

Area Jewish Federation, has been meeting to determine the most effective way to ensure that 

Jewish religious life can remain vibrant and sustainable in the Greater Youngstown Jewish 

Community. 

After the representatives underwent an intense evaluation to address the continued 

reduction in numbers and aging of the area’s Jewish population, the continued difficulty in 

identifying new leadership, the reduced engagement in Jewish religious life, and persistent lack 

of adequate funding, the YCCC concluded it is unsustainable to maintain separate physical and 

staff structures even in the near future. 

YCCC representatives reached an agreement, entitled “Youngstown Congregational 

Collaboration Committee Resolution of Congregational Intent to Pool Resources” (Attachment 

A).  The representatives also agreed to present the resolution to each of their respective 

governing bodies for adoption. 

RESOLUTION 

CRS Board of Trustees adopts the Youngstown Congregational Collaboration Committee 

Resolution of Congregational Intent to Pool Resources (Attachment A). 
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The undersigned officers certify that the CRS Board of Trustees unanimously approved 

this resolution. 

 

 
 
__________________________________ 
Aaron Hively 
President 
Board of Trustees 
Congregation Rodef Sholom 
 

 
 
__________________________________ 
Nancy Burnett 
Secretary 
Board of Trustees 
Congregation Rodef Sholom 
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Youngstown Congregational Collaboration Committee 
Resolution of Congregational Intent to Pool Resources  

Preamble:  

Whereas, the Youngstown Congregation Collaboration Committee consisting of representatives 
of Children of Israel, Congregation Ohev Tzedek-Shaarei Torah, Congregation Rodef Sholom and 
Temple El Emeth, along with the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation, has been meeting to 
determine the most effective way to ensure that Jewish religious life can remain vibrant and 
sustainable in the Greater Youngstown Jewish Community; and 

Whereas, after the aforementioned congregations underwent an intense evaluation to address 
the continued reduction in numbers and aging of the area’s Jewish population, the continued 
difficulty in identifying new leadership, the reduced engagement in Jewish religious life, and 
persistent lack of adequate funding, the committee concluded that it is unsustainable to 
maintain separate physical and staff structures even in the near future. 

It is therefore the intent of the board of directors/trustees of the aforementioned 
congregations to adopt the following resolution: 

1. The boards of Congregation Ohev Tzedek-Shaarei Torah, Congregation Rodef Sholom 
and Temple El Emeth agree to move forward together by forming a committee that will 
develop the details of a plan to combine resources in a way that is mutually beneficial 
to all congregations and the Greater Youngstown Jewish Community as a whole. The 
YCCC believes that an optimal plan will provide for consolidation of all congregations 
into a single legal entity and encourages members of the committee to work towards 
that goal. 
 

2.  In the short term, the congregations will explore the feasibility of joint religious 
activities and business practices that may be blended in a manner satisfactory to all 
congregations.  
 

3. The plan shall recognize that the largest constituency to be served is currently that of 
the Reform movement represented by Congregation Rodef Sholom. The plan will 
ensure that the Conservative and other constituencies represented by Temple El Emeth 
and Congregation Ohev Tzedek will be respectfully accommodated.  As a result, it is 
acknowledged that should the plan call for the sharing of rabbinical services, the 
selection of a new rabbi shall be drawn from the Reform movement.  

 
4. The plan shall provide that Children of Israel will be provided appropriate space and 

amenities to support the needs of their congregation. 
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5. The committee shall consist of six lay representatives from Congregation Rodef Sholom 
and three each from Temple El Emeth and Congregation Ohev Tzedek-Shaarei Torah.   
The Youngstown Area Jewish Federation shall designate two non-voting 
representatives to serve as advisors to the committee to provide support, advice, and 
assistance.  Children of Israel Children may designate one non-voting representative to 
the committee. 

6. Each representative serving on the committee shall be committed to preserving a 
vibrant Jewish community meeting the religious needs of everyone within the Greater 
Youngstown Jewish Community.  

7. The plan will make recommendations as to the process for the selection of a rabbi and 
details concerning the legal, budget, location, facility management, ritual, information 
technology, security, staffing and educational programing and all other needs of the 
Greater Youngstown Jewish Community.  

8. Upon adoption of this resolution by each of the involved congregations, the committee 
will meet regularly with the goal of producing a plan on or before June 1, 2021.  The 
committee shall have the right to form such subcommittees as it sees fit.  Not less than 
two members of the committee, including at least one Rodef Sholom and at least one 
from among the Conservative representatives, shall serve on each subcommittee.  
However, other subcommittee members need not be committee members.   
 

9. The existing congregations will continue to exist in their present forms until final action 
is approved by the membership of each congregation in accordance with their 
Constitution and/or Bylaws. 

 
Reviewed and amended by committee with none opposing 12.11.2020 
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