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Congratulations  

to the honorees with  

sincere appreciation for  

all you do to help build  

a Jewish community  

together.

Neil Goldstein 



Congregation Habonim: Celebrating HanukkaH  |  deCember 8, 2018  3

A Note from the Gala Co-Chairs

elaine Witkoff and Wendy Halperin

Dear Friends,

Thank you for joining us on this special occasion! The 
theme for this 79th Annual Gala is Hanukkah Light, 
Laughter and Latkes. Our celebration falls on the seventh 
night of Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights. The root of 
the word Chanukah is Chinuch, which means education, 
and Light is commonly viewed as a metaphor for wisdom. 
Accordingly, the three couples we are honoring this 
evening are dedicated to the education of the Habonim 
community, adults and children alike, and they lend 
their wise counsel, in addition to their time and financial 
support, to ensure Habonim’s continued visibility and 
viability on the Upper West Side.

With our deepest gratitude, we say thank you and  
yasher koach to our esteemed honorees: 

Laurie Mendik and David Feuerstein

Jill and Russell Rivera

Janet and Bill Schwartz

It has been a privilege and a pleasure to work with the 
members of the Gala Committee who contributed 
their time and talents to create this special event, and 
its accompanying Journal. We thank Mindy Abramson, 
Candice Brown, Renee Edelman, Norbert Fruehauf, 
Sheryl Goldstein, Suzi Gordon, Nita Gottesman and  
Jean Hellering. We also thank the new office staff —  
Laura Lewis, Malkie Grozalsky and Gavriel Chichester  
— who each did a yeoman job in keeping the office  
on track in all its Gala responsibilities and functions,  
along with our more seasoned staff, Adina Rifkin and  
Louise Rode.

We hope you enjoy this celebratory night, hosted by the 
multi-talented Joseph Teig, Habonim’s very own master of 
ceremonies. We feel very blessed to share this evening and 
be part of this very special community with all of you! 

Wendy Halperin and Elaine Witkoff
Gala 2018 Co-Chairs

The root of the word 
Chanukah is ChinuCh, 
which means education, 
and Light is commonly 
viewed as a metaphor 
for wisdom.



c a n d l e  s p o n s o r

Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m
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 Journal Committee’s Message 

This year, for the first time, the Journal has 
gone digital. We have continued the Journal 
layout as a yearbook, covering the Jewish 
year 5778 from the High Holidays of 2017 
to the High Holidays of 2018, the start of 
5779. However, instead of printing paper 
journals, many of which end up in the 
trash or recycle bin, we are providing the 
Journal to Gala attendees on flash drives and 
displaying it on screens for all to see during 
the Gala. 

This year, in addition to the Leadership, 
Honorees, Milestones, and Community 
Events sections, we stretched the year just 
a bit to include the Installation Ceremony 
for Rabbi Lisa Gelber at the spiritual helm 
of Habonim. And we celebrated a special 
milestone during the year, commemorating 
the 35th anniversary of Cantor Bruce Halev.

The only way this Journal can adequately 
reflect the energy and strength of Habonim 
is if you, members of our community, 
contribute photos while participating in  
our many activities. In this digital age, 
pictures have become worth more than  
the 1,000 words of the old saying. 
We not only need these photos for the 

Journal, we also need them for our website 
and social media initiatives, so that we can 
spread the word of what we do so well at 
Habonim — build and maintain a sacred, 
welcoming Jewish community! 

For the Honorees, we appreciate and 
acknowledge your years of dedicated service 
to Habonim. For the volunteers who keep  
our synagogue running and flourishing, we 
are grateful for your boundless efforts. For  
the Gala Committee, we thank you for all  
the planning and effort you put in to make 
this Gala evening one of Light, Laughter  
and Latkes!

We have endeavored to ensure that all 
material in the Journal is accurate. Please 
forgive us if we have inadvertently made  
any mistakes in the content of the Journal. 
We hope you enjoy this look back at the  
past year and that it will remind you of  
many warm and lasting memories of 
Congregation Habonim.

Jean Hellering, Nita Gottesman  
and Candy Brown
Gala Journal Committee

the past year has brought changes for Habonim and the gala 
Journal. the synagogue has a new executive director, a new 
President and there have been changes in the office staff. new 
traditions and practices are being introduced which have energized 
and modernized our cozy shul. one initiative has been to focus  
on our obligation as Shomrei Adamah (guardians of the earth)  
by reducing, reusing and recycling wherever possible.



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

d r e i d e l  s p o n s o r

Todah Rabah 

to our most deserving honorees

Laurie Mendik and David Feuerstein

 Jill and Russell Rivera

Janet and Bill Schwartz

for your unflagging commitment to bringing 

light and ”latkes” laughter to Habonim! 

xox 

Elaine, Robert & Holden Witkoff
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It is a pleasure to celebrate Hanukkah with the Habonim family. The themes of this 
year’s Gala — Light, Laughter and Latkes — couldn’t be more appropriate as a summary 
of my feelings as I complete my first five months as president of our congregation and 
as a metaphor of Habonim itself.

Habonim was established as a light in the darkness that had descended on the lives 
our founding members from Germany. Having just last month commemorated the 
80th anniversary of Kristallnacht, and the 79th anniversary of our congregation, it is 
appropriate that we celebrate the vitality of our community with lights, laughter and latkes.

We experience every day how Habonim is a beacon of light to all our members, from the youngest child to the 
most senior of our seniors. Our lives are brightened by the joy of our adults kvelling over infants and toddlers; 
the exuberance of our children as they greet their friends in our wonderful Nursery and Religious Schools; 
and the radiance and pride of accomplishment (and perhaps a glow of relief ) from both parents and children 
standing on the bimah for a b’nei mitzvah ceremony. We also see how the support of our Habonim community 
helps to brighten the lives of our members who are dealing with life’s inevitable setbacks and moments of sadness.

Laughter is a tonic that soothes our souls and is also a glue that helps hold our community together. Those 
who escaped Germany in the years before and after Kristallnacht may well have doubted whether laughter 
would ever again be part of their world. The fact that our founders were able to thrive in this land of freedom, 
to experience the satisfaction and joy of building a synagogue just a year after so many were destroyed in 
their former homeland, is a testament to their strength and dedication to their Jewish faith. We honor their 
memories by continuing to build and by laughing together with the Jewish community that they founded.

Latkes are a symbol of the miracle of our survival in ancient times, mirrored by the survival of our faith and 
culture as brought here by our founders. Latkes also represent the many ways in which food is a part of the 
current Habonim experience. Our weekly Kiddush is among the foundations of our community — a chance 
to spend time with people who share our joys, support us in difficult times and in every way make us feel part 
of the Habonim family. The annual baking of hamentaschen for Purim’s mischloach manot bags is a multi-
generational event that is a highlight of the Habonim calendar. And, of course, this annual Gala dinner is a 
much-anticipated time to recognize the leaders of our community and celebrate the highlights of the year.

Congratulations to our honorees Janet and Bill Schwartz, Laurie Mendik and David Feuerstein, and Jill  
and Russell Rivera. Your dedication to Habonim, support for our programs, and consistent good spirit and 
effort are all critical to helping our community thrive, continuing the legacy of our founders. This honor  
is well-deserved as all of you are lights for our congregation. 

Rich Verner
President

President’s Message



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

d r e i d e l  s p o n s o r

Mazal Tov  
Laurie and David  

on this  
distinguished honor.

With much love,  

Larry & Klara Silverstein & Family
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Dear Friends, 

What a joy and privilege to write greetings from Congregation Habonim as we enter 
the winter of my 2nd year as Rabbi and Spiritual Leader. Hanukkah — Light Laughter 
and Latkes is a perfect reflection of life at Habonim. Every day, our shul is filled with 
the unique light of every person who enters our sacred home — from our youngest who 
joined the world mere months ago to our elder states-people — some over 100 years 
of age. Laughter fills the rooms, hallways, sanctuary and social hall. Latkes = Food = 
Habonim. Enough said.

At the heart of this year’s gala invitation is the call to the essence of Hanukkah  
— dedication, through commitment to who we are and how we live as community. Tonight we celebrate 6 
outstanding community members, Laurie Mendick and David Feuerstein, Jill and Russell Rivera, and Janet and 
Bill Schwartz. All of these individuals bring light, energy and their full selves to Congregation Habonim.  
•  Laurie grabbed hold of preparations for the Rabbinic Installation ceremony alongside Amy Foster and the 
rest of the committee, bringing focus and energy that paved the way for success and celebration. Last year, 
David took up the invitation to guide the community through the Shabbat morning prayer service, calling 
pages and helping everyone feel at home. He is honing this practice as a dugma/role model for others to step 
into leadership.

•  Jill models deep commitment to our community, maintaining her family’s active presence at Congregation 
Habonim while living on the other side of Central Park! Russell has brought joyful energy to community 
as auctioneer for the Nursery School Fundraiser. We first met when I wondered if he worked in the Nursery 
School Office during Religious School each week. 

•  Janet demonstrates generosity and kindness, hosting Sisterhood meetings and gathering her extended family 
at Habonim to enhance our Passover Seder. Bill brings humor everywhere he goes, alongside a seriousness of 
purpose. I count on him for feedback and a good joke.

Tonight, Laurie, David, Jill, Russell, Janet and Bill each stand as a candle on the Hanukkah Menorah. Each of 
them has stepped forward to serve as the shamash — the candle that lights the others. They remind us of what 
it means to inspire those around them. They step up to lead and release more light into our community. As the 
S’fat Emet teaches: A human being is created to light up this world. 

I wrote last year that BETTER TOGETHER should be one of our tag lines. This still rings true. The Talmud teaches  
that we add an additional candle each night of Hanukkah — ma’alin ba’kodesh, v’ain moridin — we are to increase 
in holiness and not decrease. This practice reflects the strength of each light to kindle and illuminate another. 

So raise a glass — and a latke — to Laurie, David, Jill, Russell, Janet and Bill who bring out the light in our 
community. May their light continue to shine as we rededicate ourselves to a community that is every day, 
better together. 

b’vracha, Rabbi Lisa Gelber

Rabbi’s Message



 Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

d r e i d e l  s p o n s o r



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

d r e i d e l  s p o n s o r

Congratulations to  

our fellow honorees.

We are happy  

to be a part of the  

Habonim community.

Bill & Janet Schwartz
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d o n u t  s p o n s o r

We are so proud to share this wonderful  

Gala evening with our Co-Honorees: 

Janet and Bill Schwartz and 
Jill and Russell Rivera

And to our Habonim Family, we thank you for  

this truly special honor. Congregation Habonim  

remains an essential part of our lives. The love we  

give is returned many times over.

The  Feuerstein /Mendik Family

Laurie, David, Marty, Gabriel, and  

Shlomo the (Jewish) Dog
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Cantor’s Message
Once again, we are celebrating Habonim and Hanukkah at our annual Gala! Our 
honorees tonight reflect “Hanukkah Light, Laughter and Latkes” by bringing to our  
community gifts of their warmth, fun and style. It is a pleasure to wish Janet and Bill, 
Laurie and David, and Jill and Russell a hearty mazel tov on this recognition.

Jill and Russell Rivera
For several years, the Rivera family has been an important part of our community, 
beginning when Adam came to the Habonim Nursery School. It is hard to imagine  
that I already have him in my sights for his Bar Mitzvah! 

We are very lucky that Jill is still so involved with our Nursery School, even though Adam has grown and 
moved on. Russell has a “wry and dry” sense of humor which entertains us quite often, exemplified by service 
as emcee for the Nursery School fundraiser. Russell has the unique ability to be able to praise someone and 
roast them at the same time… as I myself experienced at last year’s fundraiser! Jill and Russell exemplify what  
is good about our synagogue’s newest members who are genuinely committed to Habonim’s future.

Laurie Mendik and David Feuerstein
I have known Laurie and David since they walked into our synagogue many years ago. I attended the same social 
work school as they did, so we had plenty to talk about from the beginning. I was honored to officiate at their 
beautiful wedding not long after they joined Habonim. I have watched their two boys, Marty and Gabriel, grow 
up and had the pleasure of preparing them for their B’nei Mitzvah. How time has flown! 

David’s Jewish commitment is palpable to anyone who meets him and who attends Shabbat services where he is a 
regular, always helping out at services. He has long served on the Habonim Board of Directors and on our Ritual 
Committee. Laurie has supported the strong Jewish connection of her family to our synagogue in her own right; 
we can see her beaming when David so magnificently blows the shofar on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  
This honor is deeply and richly deserved. 

Janet and Bill Schwartz
Shabbat at Habonim wouldn’t be Shabbat without Bill and Janet Schwartz. Their personal and financial 
generosity are legendary, giving in every way they can. Bill often reveals his wicked sense of humor, especially 
up on the bimah. They bring a special brand of warmth to the synagogue every Shabbat morning; it is not 
surprising that it is Bill who keeps us well supplied for our l’chaims every Shabbat! For her part, Janet has long 
been involved with the Sisterhood, and committed to the Torah Pin Fund which raises scholarship money for 
rabbinic studies at the Jewish Theological Seminary. 

Bill has also served as the President of the American-Israel Cultural Foundation which supports and develops 
artistic life in Israel by offering scholarships to worthy students. Some of these artists are now world-renowned. 
A multi-faceted fellow, Bill is also a fine pianist, which some of us have experienced when he sits down at their 
piano. We are thrilled to give this well-deserved recognition to our friends, Bill and Janet Schwartz.

Bruce Halev 
Cantor



d o n u t  s p o n s o r



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

d o n u t  s p o n s o r

CONGRATULATIONS TO

Janet and Bill Schwartz

David Feuerstein and Laurie Mendik

Jill and Russell Rivera

Thank you for your extraordinary 

contributions and commitment to 

the Habonim community

Sheryl Goldstein and Stephen Kramer

Jean Hellering and Richard Verner



d o n u t  s p o n s o r

Congratulations to all of
Tonight’s Honorees

Laurie Mendik and David Feuerstein
Jill and Russell Rivera

Janet and Bill Schwartz

John Gallin & Son, Inc.
Building “Communities” for over 130 years

Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m
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Rock of ages let our song, 
praise thy saving power; 
Thou amidst the raging foes, 
was our sheltering tower. Or 
a more modern translation: 
Protector, rock of our 
deliverance, it is fitting to 
praise You: repair our house 

of prayer and we shall offer thanksgiving there. 

Each evening during Hanukkah, we sing this song as 
part of our candle lighting routine. The song includes 
reference to God as our Rock of ages, and how God 
is always standing tall as a tzur, a pillar of strength 
and shelter for us all. We sing this song joyously as 
the bright Hanukkah lights flicker and dance, and we 
thank God for helping repair our House of Prayer. 

We are blessed at Habonim to have dedicated 
community members who step up to do God’s holy 
work within our own Beit Tefilah, House of Prayer. 
This year’s Gala honorees are pillars of Habonim. 
All six of them have supported and held us up 
throughout the years. They each give back to our 
wonderful kehillah in so many different ways, and 
they all bring so much light and laughter to us all.

To Bill and Janet Schwartz, I thank you for always 
being ready with a smart quip, a caring look, and 
your constant presence on Shabbat and holidays.  
You are always ready and willing to help, and this is 
so appreciated. Your life experiences and wisdom  
help guide us to be even better versions of our 
Habonim selves.

Religious School Director’s Message

ma’oz tzur yeshu’ati, lecha na’eh leshabe-ach,

tikon beit tefilati v’sham todah nezabe-ach.

To Laurie Mendik and David Feuerstein, todah 
rabbah to both of you for being part of the beautiful 
threads that make up the fabric of Habonim. Laurie, 
I know we can count on you to help us think through 
acts of chesed and have a thoughtful practical plan 
for any mitzvah project we may want to implement. 
David, throughout the years, we worked together 
on committees and I so appreciate your kind and 
thoughtful leadership. Your family has always shown 
up — you brought your boys to shul every Shabbat 
when they were younger, and helped make Habonim 
a welcoming community for all of our members, 
including our children. 

To Jill and Russell Rivera — thank you for your 
constant support of Habonim, first through our 
Nursery School and now in the Religious School  
and the greater Habonim community. Your son 
Adam is truly a mensch, and he embodies your values 
and lessons. You all have a zest for life, and appreciate 
the fun we can find in life and our community.  
I look forward to continued partnership and 
leadership within our Religious School, Youth and 
Family programs. 

Let us all celebrate these incredible honorees as we 
bask in the light of the Hanukkah candles, sample 
the latkes, and share much laughter together. 

Mazel tov to all of our delightful honorees!  
Happy Hanukkah to one and all! 

Rina Cohen-Schwarz
Director of Religious School,  
Youth and Family Programs



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

d o n u t  s p o n s o r

May the light of the menorah drive away  

darkness and illuminate our lives and world. 

Mazel tov to 

Janet & Bill 
Laurie & David 
Jill & Russell 

whose philanthropy, involvement and efforts  

in support of this congregation and the larger community  

have made a real impact. 

Kudos to Elaine, Wendy and the Gala Committee for  

their dedication and all their work in bringing this Gala  

and the Hanukkah Party to fruition. 

Nita & Joe Gottesman



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

d o n u t  s p o n s o r

Our mother and father are wonderful people.  

They are people who take responsibility for the world  

they live in and worked hard to teach us to  

do the same. They have both dedicated their lives to  

helping people, and they care so passionately about the  

communities they are involved in. We count  

ourselves lucky every day that we even know them,  

let alone that we got to have them as parents.

Congratulations on this spectacular honor!

Marty & Gabriel Feuerstein-Mendik



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

m a c c a b e e  s p o n s o r

Congratulations  
to all the honorees.

Lori-Ann Wynter
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As the Nursery School Director, I am privileged to see our young children eagerly 
enter their classrooms each morning, thrilled to be a part of our Habonim community. 
Each child feels a connection to the clergy, school and teachers who help nurture the 
continuing legacy of Habonim. I feel honored to have the opportunity to engage with 
our families as well. We are blessed to have volunteers whose efforts have immensely 
enhanced our Nursery School.
 
This year, it gives me great pleasure to honor Jill and Russell Rivera. Since their son 

Adam graduated from the Nursery School, we are delighted to see him continue his Jewish education in our 
Religious School. The Riveras have contributed greatly to the Nursery School, always ready to share their 
valuable ideas and offer a helping hand. Over the years Jill and Russell have helped with our major fundraising 
event, which in addition to being a highly successful event, provides our parents with an exciting and fun 
night out. Russell has served as MC adding to the excitement while supporting our auction. Jill continues 
to contribute her time and leadership skills as Treasurer of the Nursery School Committee and remains a 
strong member of the team always sharing her thoughtful ideas at meetings. Both Jill and Russell continue to 
demonstrate their commitment to supporting Habonim’s growth. We are truly thankful.
 
It’s also a great delight to honor Laurie Mendik and David Feuerstein. David serves as Vice President of the 
Board, providing insight into the importance and contributions of the Nursery School. Both Laurie and David 
help foster a good relationship between the Nursery School and Synagogue, are active members and make our 
community extra special.
 
It is such a joy to express gratitude to Janet and Bill Schwartz! Both demonstrate their dedication to and 
support of Habonim through their input, knowledge and generosity for which we are so appreciative.

With respect, friendship and gratitude I say thank you to the honorees for all that they have done and continue 
to do to make Habonim a truly special place.

Best Wishes,
Tina Lobel 
Nursery School Director

Nursery School Director’s Message
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Laurie, David,  

Jill, Russell,  

Janet, and Bill

Congratulations and thank you  

for your love and commitment  

to the Habonim Community.

Gratefully Yours,
The Mehl Family

(Marc, Jill, Sarah, and Adam)



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

m a c c a b e e  s p o n s o r

Congratulations to the  

worthy Honorees 

Laurie Mendik & David Feuerstein

Jill & Russell Rivera

Janet & Bill Schwartz

We appreciate your  

contributions to Habonim!

Robin & David Singer
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“Give her of the fruit of her hands 

And let her works praise her in the gates” 

PROvERBS 31:31

We send our best wishes and  

Mazel Tov to OUR FRIENDS

Janet & Bill, 
Laurie & David, 

Jill & Russell 

Thank you for all you do for Habonim.  

May you continue to be a source of  

strength to our community

Sincerely, 

Robert, Abigail, Blake & Ari Schlaff 

 m a c c a b e e  s p o n s o r



Congregation Habonim: Celebrating HanukkaH  |  deCember 8, 2018  25

Executive Director’s Message
On February 1st, I became a proud Habonimer and joined the march toward a  
bright future for a community with strong historical roots. I quickly learned how 
seriously our community takes its name, “the builders,” as I coordinated the rebuilding 
of floors, walls and ceilings damaged by a recent flood. And the job has not stopped 
providing me with opportunities to learn and grow. 

Rabbi Gelber loves to teach, and I learn so much from her in ways too numerous 
to count. Cantor Bruce’s warm voice fills our hallways, reminding me that singing 

brightens the soul. Every day, I watch our dedicated educators, led by Tina Lobel and Rina Cohen Schwarz, 
shape young minds into the next generation of proud Jews and community leaders.

Our members teach by example, welcoming both the stranger (including me) and the beloved community 
member equally. I have witnessed compassionate caring for the sick and the bereaved, and true concern for 
those who are unable to care for themselves. Barely a day goes by without an email about somebody who needs 
a helping hand, followed immediately by another offering assistance.

I have learned from presidents Neil Goldstein and Richard Verner, as well as all our trustees, committee chairs 
and members just how critically important their wisdom and experience are to sustaining our present and 
building for our future in our new home. Their experience, passion for Habonim and Jewish life, and myriad 
other interests prepare us to meet every challenge of our growing, active synagogue. 

Thanks to all that lay-led hard work and commitment, Habonim is truly hopping. Our Facebook posts, e-blasts 
and website showcase Habonim’s incredible calendar of events packed with wonderful programs that teach, 
inspire, and yes, are also a lot of fun across the generations. We’re also well on our way to becoming Shomrei 
Adamah, Guardians of the Earth, using biodegradable paper goods and plastic at our tables, and switching to 
digital statements and Bulletins. My gratitude goes to the Admin Team (both past and present) and our staff, 
whose dedication and hard work makes tonight and all things possible.

Fundraisers are critically important builders. Dues cannot cover the expenses of a vibrant synagogue. The 
annual Habonim Gala remains a cornerstone of our fundraising efforts. The Gala Co-Chairs, Wendy Halperin 
and Elaine Witkoff, and Journal Co-Chairs Jean Hellering and Nita Gottesman have put together a fabulous, 
fun-filled evening to honor three wonderful couples and sustain our synagogue. 

I’d like to use this opportunity to convey my appreciation to each person who has taught and assisted me in 
my transition to serving as Congregation Habonim’s new Executive Director. I also want to give special thanks 
to Richard Kargauer, my predecessor who accomplished so much in this position. The life of a synagogue 
executive director is a very busy one, and he did it all, while coordinating the sale of our building, finding us  
a temporary home, and building it out on time! Todah Rabbah to everyone! 

Laura Lewis
Executive Director



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

We commend the honorees for their  

leadership, devotion and commitment to the  

well being of Congregation Habonim.   

Kol HaKavod!

Bill and Janet Schwartz

Laurie Mendik and David Feuerstein

Jill and Russell Rivera

Norbert Fruehauf and Dail Stolow

m a c c a b e e  s p o n s o r
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Congregation Habonim Personnel

Religious School

Gan Karen Sacks
Eloquent Spires

Aleph/Bet Daniella Axelrud 
Rob Silverbush
Dawn Neil

Gimmel Daniella Axelrud

Dalet Sasha Zacharia

Hei Gaby Danieli

Vav-Zayin Sasha Zacharia  
Gaby Danieli

Ivrit Team Shani Greenstein
Rob Silverbush
Avi Jezer
Max Fineman
Noam Zeffren 
Karen Sacks

Shabbat Torah Tots:  
Ella Steinlauf
Congregation Katan:  
Karen Sacks
Junior Congregation: 
Avi Jezer / Rob Silverbush

Administration Rina Cohen-Schwarz,  
Director
Karen Sacks, 
Administrative Coordinator

Office and Maintenance

Executive Director Richard Kargauer / Laura Lewis

Administrative Assistants 
 

Kenny Altman
Adina Rifkin
Malkie Grozalsky

Bookkeeper Louise Rode

Maintenance Matvey Khazanov
Jésus Gutierrez

Nursery School

Orange Room Daniella Axelrud
Elanah Fishman
Robin Weinstein

Blue Room Tina Bingel
Elise Horowitz
Gabrielle Newman
Eloquent Spires

Purple Room Jillian Ziffer
Emily Feffer 
Amara Parseghian
Debbie Abrons
Leah Lindemuth

Red Room April Chestner
Lindsey Schwimmer
Dawn Neil

Administration Tina Lobel, Director
Ann Obsatz, Associate Director
Roy Ramsey, Administrator



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

Mazel Tov to our honorees!  

We are so grateful to

Laurie and David,  

Jill and Russell,  

and Janet and Bill

for their commitment and  

dedication to our community. 

All our love,  

Amy Foster, Stephen Berman,  

and Zoe Berman

m a c c a b e e  s p o n s o r
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Past Presidents 
Dr. Friedrich S. Brodnitz z”l 1941 – 1947
Gustav Jacoby z”l 1947 – 1959
Eric W. Norden z”l 1959 – 1965
Erich O. Grunebaum z”l 1965 – 1974
Ludwig Boettigheimer z”l 1974 – 1981
Dr. Ralph Stein z”l 1981 – 1984
Carol Kahn Strauss  1984 – 1992
John Keller  1992 – 1999
Leo Asen 1999 – 2005
Saul Sanders  2005 – 2010
Elaine Witkoff  2010 – 2015
Neil Goldstein  2015 – 2018

OFFiCERS 

Richard Verner, President
Mindy Abramson, Vice President 
David Feuerstein, Vice President 
Abigail Schlaff, Vice President 
Alison Fried, Treasurer
Marc Mehl, Secretary 

Officers and Trustees
BOARD OF TRuSTEES

Beth Bornstein 
Jonathan Chariton 
Janet Cord
Deena Ecker 
Amy Foster 
Norbert Fruehauf 
Nita Gottesman 
Debra Karlstein 

Maya Levy-Merdinger 
Michael Massen 
Jeffrey Moelis 
Tony Robins 
Howard Stoffer 
Deborah Winokur 
Elaine Witkoff



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

m a c c a b e e  s p o n s o r

MAZEL TOv & TODAH RABAH to 

Laurie Mendik & David Feuerstein

Jill & Russell Rivera

Janet & Bill Schwartz

Who bring light, laughter and latkes and  

so much more to Congregation Habonim

Lilo Grant 

Susan Grant & Brian King 

Alex King
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Clergy Through the Years

Rabbi Hugo Hahn Rabbi Robert Summers

Cantor Erwin Hirsch

Rabbi Bernhard Cohn

Rabbi Joanna Samuels

Cantor Walter Salomon

Rabbi Jay Rosenbaum

Rabbi Joshua Katzan

Cantor Bruce Halev

Rabbi Lisa GelberRabbi Barry Kenter



32  Congregation Habonim: Celebrating HanukkaH   |  deCember 8, 2018

 Better Together: Building From Our Roots* 

My daughter Zahara and I immersed in these opening 
words of this week’s parasha this summer as she began her 
study of Humash — the 5 books of our Torah. Notable 
is the intense personal relationship that must underlie 
the expectation of such an encounter. Throw off your 
connections and go. Trust me as you leave everything 
behind. And from a force we are not aware Avram even 
knew. I asked Zahara, isn’t this strange? Does Gd talk to 
you? My child looked at me incredulously and exclaimed, 
Gd talks to everyone, Mommy.

Gd talks to everyone. In this parasha and this world, 
I believe Gd asks one critical question, Who are you? 
Take a moment to ask yourself this question. Who are 
you? What are the core values on which you stand? These 
opening words of lech l’cha are all about who we are. 
—  — cha cha cha. This grammatical construction calls to 
us, you, you, you. Who are you?!

  Installation  
 Ceremony of  
Rabbi  
Lisa Gelber
 OctOber 14, 2018

*Rabbi Gelber’s speech has been edited for space.
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Who we are is influenced by the narrative around how 
we come to be. Congregation Habonim was founded in 
NYC on November 9, 1939, one year to the day after 
Kristallnacht. Rabbi Hugo Hahn of Essen, Germany joined 
a number of German refugees to create a Jewish home where 
they could pray together with the liturgy of their origins, learn 
together in the best traditions of the German-Jewish thinkers 
and teachers and provide a welcoming setting for adults and 
young people who had left everything and often everyone they 
knew (Susan Grant, Habonim). Refuge; Safety of Mind, 
Body and Spirit; Community; Tradition; Connection to 
the Holy One through Learning, Inquiry, Reflection and 
Prayer. All at the core of who we are here at Habonim. 
Care for one another, stretching our minds, nurturing 
space for people of all ages, creating family. These values 
and practices are the essence of who we are at Habonim. 

The identity that accompanies our name — Habonim  
— The Builders reminds us of the responsibility to plant 
and sow, to build in depth and in breadth. For this, we 
need courage and commitment. The wisdom to rediscover 
who we are. In his response to the Holy One, Avram did 
just this. Clearing away distractions, he got up and moved. 
Somehow, his ears and his heart were attuned to the call 
towards his most genuine self. S’fat Emet (Rabbi Yehudah 
Leib Alter of Ger) understands the Holy One’s call to 
Avram towards a place I will show you as a place where he 
will become visible. Seen. Appreciated for who and how 
he is. Several months ago, our Membership Committee 

engaged in conversation about who we are as community. 
From that emerged the following — Unpretentious. Joyful. 
A place where people are seen and heard. A place where you 
can be your authentic self. Like Avram, we hear the call 
towards a place that makes room for all our blessings and 
idiosyncrasies. We are a place for humanity. 

I believe on this day — October 14, 2018/5 Heshvan 
5779 — as on everyday, it is no small commitment to 
make room for humanity. 

Today, I am particularly grateful to Amy Foster and the  
entire Installation Committee — Caitlin Gurwin, Danielle 
Kaufman, Laurie Mendik and Steve Kaplan —  
who worked tirelessly to conceptualize, craft, promote  
and bring this day to fruition. To Rich Verner, President  
of Congregation Habonim who honors the past and 
leads with an eye towards innovation. To Neil Goldstein, 
Immediate Past President who always tells  
me the truth and ended many of our meetings saying 
Rabbi, We must set a date for your Installation. To the  
Search Committee, thoughtfully led by Janet Cord,  
Michael Harwayne and Tony Robins. To our dedicated  
staff, Cantor Bruce Halev, my Bimah Partner in Crime;  
Executive Director, Laura Lewis; Director of Religious  
School and Youth and Family Programming, Rina  
Cohen Schwarz; Nursery School Director, Tina Lobel  
and Assistant Director, Ann Obsatz; Nursery School  
Administrative Coordinator, Michael Berry; Dedicated  
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Office Staff, Malkie Grozalsky, Adina Rifkin, and 
Louise Rode; our indomitable Maintenance Team, 
Matvey Khazanov, Jesus Guttierez, Neil Pascuale, Petr 
Progrebnyak; Dedicated Members of our Executive Board 
and Board of Trustees (all of these individuals are listed in 
the program; reach out to them following the Installation). 

To those in our community who attend on Shabbat and 
those who do not. Our families with children in our 
schools, in other schools and those without children — of 
all ages. Our children who find their way into this 
building through so many avenues and make me smile 
and laugh with their artwork and expressions. Those 
who light up my day when I see you running in the 
park, walking on the street, in the subway, on the bus, 
in Starbucks, Fairway, Whole Foods and the butcher, 
the nail salon, the airport, the Heschel Lobby, places far 
from Habonim, here at shul, in my email inbox or on 
the phone. I am grateful for your counsel, imagination, 
presence, boundless energy, hours of dedicated time and 
effort to nurture and grow our community at Habonim. 

To my colleagues, friends, family and friends as if 
family — here in body and those here only in spirit 
today — my gratitude for walking this journey with me in 
support and in challenge, as my call towards inspirational 
leadership that reverberates with integrity and authenticity 
leads the way. To my mother who is here and my father 
whose voice I hear whenever I write anything. And to 
Zahara, my Torah muse, who mostly understands giving 
myself over to community and work that grows love and 
knowledge with the potential for reshaping a broken 

world. You are here early and leave late. You greet and 
organize, set up and clean up. Friend to those of all ages, 
your radiant smile, wit, wisdom and imagination are the 
most amazing brachot. As much as the title rabbi sits at the 
core of my being, my most important title will always be 
ima, your mommy. 

A few years after Zahara came into my life, I said to 
my dear colleague, mentor and friend, the beloved 
Rabbi Rachel Cowan (z’l), If only I had known I would 
eventually hit the jackpot and become a mom, life would 
have been so much easier (as if becoming one of the first 
60 Conservative Women Rabbis was a piece of cake).  
To which Rachel looked at me and in her inimitable way 
of cutting right to the heart of the matter said, Then you 
would not be here. Every moment is an opportunity to  
live and choose with intention. Every day offers a chance 
to learn from one another and build for the future in  
this moment. n

gd talks to all of us. may we each 
in time hear the call from deep 
within and respond with wise and 
righteous action.

Rabbi Lisa B. Gelber
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Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

m a c c a b e e  s p o n s o r

Congratulations to our Honorees 

Laurie Mendik and David Feuerstein 

Jill and Russell Rivera 

Janet and Bill Schwartz 

In appreciation for your dedication to  

building and supporting our community.  

Mazel Tov.

Deborah, Jeffrey, Samuel,  

and Stella Moelis



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

m a c c a b e e  s p o n s o r

Mazel Tov to  

all our Honorees

Thank you for helping 

to build and sustain our  

Habonim Community

Vivien and Bob Newman



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i mC o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

Our very best wishes to

Laurie Mendik and  

David Feuerstein

on this most deserving honor.

We are proud of you and wish you  

continued success in all of your endeavors. 

Mazel Tov! 

Suzy, Alex, Lori and Kevin,  

Julie and Todd

m a c c a b e e  s p o n s o r



hOnOrees
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hOnOREES

We joined Habonim in 1997, when our oldest son Marty was 18 months old, and it was 
time to find a spiritual home on the West Side for our family. Marty was in the very first 
class of 2-year-olds in the nursery school. In 1999, when Laurie was very pregnant with 
Gabriel, our second child, Cantor Bruce married us (yes, he did make fun of us) at a 
ceremony attended by all the new friends we had met through the synagogue. So many 
of those friendships are treasured by us to this day.

Laurie Mendik & 
David Feuerstein
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Our children grew up at Habonim, in the 
Nursery School, in the Religious School, and 
at countless family dinners, holidays, and 
celebrations. They used to refer to it as their 
“second home.” Gabriel’s bris was here. Both 
became Bar Mitzvah here, and Marty wrote 
his Common Application essay for college 
about reading Torah here. 

After Laurie’s father died suddenly and the whole 
community rushed over with much needed 
food and loving support, we remember saying 
that joining Habonim was the best decision 
we ever made.

David was raised by Holocaust survivors in 
an Orthodox home and attended day school 
through 8th grade and a socialist Zionist summer 
camp. He got his Masters in Social Work from Yeshiva 
University. In the past, he had never felt a desire to take a 
leadership role in any of the synagogues he had attended. 
In Habonim, however, he felt a sense of acceptance and 
welcome from this very dynamic and diverse congregation 
and was moved to become an active participant in its 
growth. He has served as both a member and chair of the 
Ritual Committee for many years, during which he played 
a key role in the change to the standard Conservative 
Movement siddur and helped to develop the system of 
honors now used on the High Holidays. He has been on 
the Search Committees for 3 rabbis, has served on the 
Board for many years, and is currently a vice president. 
David also blows the shofar each year on the High 
Holidays and was instrumental in creating, in response to 
a strong desire in the community, the Sunday morning 
minyan, which he often leads.

Although possessed with two Jewish parents, 
Laurie grew up with a Christmas tree (not to 
be confused with a “Hanukkah bush”) and, 
despite her initial total ignorance of anything 
Jewish-related, feels blessed to have been 
welcomed here and to have been patiently 

taught by so many. Like David, Laurie got her 
Masters in Social Work at Yeshiva University. At 

Habonim, she was a member of the Nursery School, 
Religious School, and other committees and 

was the chair of the Social Action Committee, 
through which she created a partnership 
with Lincoln Square Neighborhood Center, 
located in the Amsterdam Houses. For  
8 years, the partnership provided volunteer, 

chesed, and in-kind donation opportunities 
for the Nursery and Religious Schools as well as 

for adults. Laurie, as a representative of Habonim, 
spent those 8 years volunteering as their social worker in 
the day care center. 

We are both so proud to be part of this community and 
thank you all for this honor. n

Honorees



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

m a c c a b e e  s p o n s o r

Congratulations to our  

wonderful honorees 

Laurie Mendik & David Feuerstein 

Jill & Russell Rivera 

Janet & Bill Schwartz 

Maxine & Lew Krulwich



PMPEDIATRICS.COM

PM Pediatrics is 
proud to support 
Congregation Habonim.

Mazel Tov to Laurie Mendik & 
David Feuerstein, and all of this 
year's gala honorees. 

Visit us online and find a location near you.

PM Pediatrics. 
Super urgent care just for kids 
and young adults.

 m a c c a b e e  s p o n s o r
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hOnOREES

Jill &  
Russell  
Rivera
We discovered Habonim almost by 
accident. While we had walked by the 
66th Street building in the past, we had 
never gone in. As new parents, we had 
planned to join a synagogue eventually, 
but had largely continued to spend our 
holidays with family on Long Island. 

Our plans were accelerated in 2009, when our then  
four-month old son, Adam (now nine), was ill just  
before Yom Kippur. Russell, whose father had passed  
away the prior winter, had wanted to attend a Yizkor 
service and some online research led him to the Habonim 
services at Ethical Culture. Little did we know this  
would be the start of a many years-long relationship  
with Congregation Habonim.

After Yom Kippur, at Russell’s urging, we started to attend 
the youth Saturday morning services with baby Adam and 
attend the after services Kiddush lunch. Adam had his first 
taste of challah at one of these services at seven months 
old, when he grabbed a piece of bread out of Jill’s hand! 

When it came time for nursery school, it seemed a natural 
fit to send Adam to the Nursery School of Habonim, a 
place where he was already comfortable. He started in the 
Yellow Room, with its inconvenient afternoon hours, and 
where he made some of his oldest and best friends. His 
love of Judaism can be traced back to the Nursery School 
and now the Religious School, both of which have helped 
us to raise Adam with Jewish traditions, a strong sense of 
tikkun olam, and empathy. 

Little did we know that when Adam made friends at 
school, we would, too. Some of our best friends were with 
us as parents in the Yellow, Blue and then Red Rooms and 
are now Religious School parents with us. We also became 
involved in the broader Nursery School community, Jill as 
Treasurer of the Parent Association and now as a Nursery 
School Committee member, and Russell as a Red Room 
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We are delighted to be honored at this year’s Gala during 
Chanukah, the Festival of Lights. Not only do we love 
latkes, the warmth and glow from the candles of the 
menorah reflect the light we feel from the Habonim 
community.

We would like to congratulate Bill and Janet Schwartz, 
David Feuerstein and Laurie Mendik on being honored 
tonight. We are thankful and honored to be here with all 
of you. n

Honorees

class dad (with Marc Mehl) and informal Dad’s Night 
organizer. He has emceed the Gala in the past and can still 
be found on early February Thursday nights running the 
Nursery School Benefit and live auction. 

When we moved all of the way to the Upper East Side 
four years ago, we were not quite sure if we should look 
for a new synagogue. When we sat down to think about 
it, we realized that Habonim was such a warm and 
welcoming home for our entire family that we could not 
imagine being anywhere else.



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

With all our love,

Mom and Dad

Mazel Tov

Jill and Russell
You make us proud every day!



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

Mom and Dad:  
Mazel tov and  

all our love.

Marc, Margot and Andrew



48  Congregation Habonim: Celebrating HanukkaH   |  deCember 8, 2018

hOnOREES

We moved to New York City full-time about fifteen years ago and after a 
little “Shul Shopping” as the expression goes, found the environment and 
congregational members to be warm and welcoming at Habonim.

Our lives have been mostly combined with career and community service. 
Janet, a middle-school reading specialist volunteered five years teaching 
English to Russian émigrés during the period of Operation Exodus. She 
also worked for Meals on Wheels in New Jersey and has continued her 

 Janet &  
 Bill Schwartz
We are honored and flattered to be included 
with this year’s honorees at Habonim’s  
annual Gala.
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community commitment working at the Soup Kitchen 
for the needy at Temple B’nai Jeshurun. She is on the 
Sisterhood Board, ran the Torah Fund pin program 
for years and participates in the Book Club and other 
Sisterhood projects.

Bill was chair of Operation Exodus in Monmouth County 
New Jersey and then served as president of the Monmouth 
County Jewish Federation for many years. He also served 
on the Board of the New Jersey ‘Y’ Camps and was 
involved with Israel Bonds. As a change of pace, Bill was 
Captain of South Aberdeen Emergency Medical Services 
and taught the EMT program to the New Jersey State 
Police in Sea Girt, New Jersey. In New York Bill has been 
President and Chairman of the Board of the America-
Israel Cultural Foundation, and is a Board member of  
The Kaufman Center and the Mannes College of Music.

We have two sons and five grandchildren. Our eldest, 
David, made aliyah to Israel in 1993 with his wife 
Hannah. Their children are Avital who just finished her 
army career, Matan and Eliana who are starting their term, 
and Alon who is a junior in high school. Our younger 
son, Marc, lives in New Jersey and is a lawyer and college 
professor. His wife, Margot, is a psychologist, and our 
grandson Andrew is a junior at Wesleyan University.
We have enjoyed our share of honors over the years for 
service to multiple Jewish Community organizations too 
numerous to mention here.

Our congratulations to our fellow honorees and we 
appreciate this recognition. n

Honorees



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

The Officers and Board of Trustees  

of Congregation Habonim

congratulate the 2018 Gala Honorees

Laurie Mendik & David Feuerstein

Jill & Russell Rivera

Janet & Bill Schwartz

Who exemplify the best of our community 

Better Together!



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

Mazel Tov to Gala Honorees

Laurie Mendik and
David Feuerstein

Jill and Russell Rivera

Janet and Bill Schwartz

From your friends and fellow members

at the Nursery School of Habonim.



Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m

Mazel Tov to Laurie and David  

on this well-deserved honor! 

We are thrilled to celebrate  

your dedication and commitment to the  

Congregation Habonim community.

Your tireless efforts on behalf of others are  

a constant inspiration to all of us.

We are so proud to call you family!

With Love,  

Goldie Feuerstein   |   Sandi, Michael, Arielle and  

Noah Stanger   |   Monica Schor   |   Gail and Mark Schor

Esther and Mark Glat   |   Alexandra Trinkoff and Jeffrey 

Schor, Kyra, Ben, Zach and Dylan   |   Jill, Ava and  

Jonah Cysner   |   Rachel, Avi, Maya and Ben Friedman

Lauren, Michael and Lily Schor   |   Shira, David, Dov,  

Miri and Ari Glat



cOmmunity life
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art deco tour

Fall 2017 / elul – Kislev 5778

WELCOME 5778
• Rosh Hashanah 
• Yom Kippur
• Race for the Cure
• Tony Robins Art Deco Tour
• Sukkot Dinner at JCC
• Queens Service
• Sisterhood Members Luncheon
• NS Cocktail Party

• Tour of Modigliani Exhibit at Jewish Museum
•  If all the Seas Were Ink, with author  

ilana kurshan
•  Kristallnacht Remembrance  

Speaker dr. Shira kohn
• Sisterhood Dinner
• Havdalah Program
• NS Admissions Parents Panel

Community Life

Sisterhood Book Club Race for the Cure
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Sisterhood Brunch

Modigliani tour at the Jewish Museum

Community Life
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 2017 GALA: Better Together
Community Life
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2017 GALA: Better Together (continued)
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Community Life
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2017 GALA: Better Together (continued)



Congregation Habonim: Celebrating HanukkaH  |  deCember 8, 2018  67

Community Life
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Community Life

Community Life Events and activities
• Better Together Gala    
• Sisterhood Book Club   
• Torah Study with Rabbi   
•  Sisterhood Candle Making for Hanukkah  

with nS 
• Hanukkah / Havdalah Program  
 

•  From Where Does My Strength Come —  
Class with rabbi gelber

• NS Annual Fundraiser   
• Community Havdalah Program  
• Sisterhood Hamentashen Baking  
• Purim Megillah Reading

nursery School Winter Cocktail party

Winter 2017 / 17 Kislev – adar 5778

Hanukkah party
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purim

Community Life
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Community Life Events and activities
• Visit to New Jewish Home
• Songs of the Seder with Cantor Bruce Halev
• Pesach Prep 101 with Rina Cohen Schwarz
• CH Annual Community Seder
• Women’s Seder
• Mesibat Yisrael
• Museum of the City of NY Tour — Beyond Suffrage
•  Reading of the Names at Society for Advancement 

of Judaism
• Yom HaShoah Program
• Upper West Side Celebrates Israel

•  Yom HaZikaron Tekes Program at B’nai Jeshrun
•  Adult Shabbat Dinner with Speaker  

dr. Howard Stoffer
• Pre-K to 2nd grade Party to Celebrate Israel
• Sisterhood at Citifield Mets Game
• Torah Fund Dinner honoring Susan Grant
• Shabbat Shehecheyanu Festive Oneg
• Come as You Are with Rabbi Gelber at JCC
• Sisterhood Shabbat
• CH Annual Meeting
• Habonim at Home
• Prince Street Gallery visit

spring 2018 adar – tammuz 5778

new Jewish Home

Community Life
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Community Life

Women’s Seder

Sisterhood Shabbat
Saturday, June 2, 2018  |  parashat nasso

birkot Hashachar Jocelyn Wilk

Pesukei De’Zimera Jocelyn Wilk

Shacharit Jessica garmon

torah Service debra karlstein 

oPen ark  

Carry torah ilyse Schectel

ParSHa beHa’aloteCHa

First Gabbai Rosalie Osian

Second gabbai debra karlstein 

First Alliyah Elliot Brown 

First Alliyah Reader  Elaine Witkoff

Second alliyah nita gottesman 

Second Alliyah Reader Amy Foster

third alliyah Jake, ryan, and
 eric goldsmith

third alliyah reader Susan leicher

Fourth Alliyah Marilyn Horowitz

Fourth Alliyah Reader Renee Edelman 

Fifth Alliyah Erica Gruen and
 rich Pravda

Fifth Alliyah Reader Jennifer Kenter

Sixth alliyah Hilda Jaffe

Sixth alliyah reader emma Sokolow

Seventh alliyah mindy Sickle

Seventh alliyah reader elisa Winokur

Maftir/Haftarah Elisa Milkes

maftir torah reader ruth murphy

Hagbah deb moelis 

Haftarah elisa milkes

d’var torah abigail Schlaff

Prayer for Country Jean Hellering

Prayer for israel Janet Schwartz

Song linda Solomon

Carry torah olga ryzowy

open ark alison rubenfeld 

musaf deena ecker

Honor Lost Members / 

mourner’s kaddish Janet Cord

rabbi blessing rabbi gelber

Greeter Vicki Brown

room gabbai Janet Cord
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Community Life: Spring continued

Bonim Builders party

Mesibat yisrael

Barbara feldberg at prince Street Gallery visit Mets game
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torah fund dinner

RS Cocktail party

Museum of the City of ny tour: Beyond Suffrage

Community Life
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Community Life

summer 2018 tammuz – tisHrei 5778

thank you, cantor bruce for 35 Wonderful years  
of love and leadership

A Brief Summary of 35 Years  
at Congregation Habonim
Excerpted from Cantor Halev’s 10.14.18 speech at Rabbi Gelber’s Installation

When i stepped on the bima for the 
first time in July 1983 and then met the 
congregation at the Oneg afterwards I didn’t realize 
what an interesting journey my wife Joanie and I 
would be taking. We started to meet people after the 
service, and a couple came up to me and the woman 
said with a strong German accent: ‘I am Ilse Winkler 
and I am the mother of the Fonze! Her husband said: 
“And I am the producer!” I replied: “that is very nice” 
not knowing what or who they were talking about. 

As we walked away Joanie informed me who he was. 
And so, began my education.

I first worked with Rabbi Bernhard Cohn who was 
born in Berlin, and whose father was a well-known 
rabbi and playwright, and also an early Zionist. He 
had married Miriam the daughter of Rabbi Hugo 
Hahn the founding rabbi. Cantor Irwin Hirsch had 
just retired. He had brought the German Jewish 
liturgy from Manheim and had married Martha 
Sommer the organist, who had just made it out of 
Germany leaving her parents behind. The services 
were conducted with a choir and organ. 

Habonim was often called the “best kept secret on the  
Upper West Side.” In 1995 we joined the Conservative  
Movement. The congregation had been turned down 
by them in 1941 as members had to drive or use 
public transport. They therefore joined the Reform 
Movement. During the 80s numerous people joined 
the synagogue from the Upper West Side and the RS 
had about 75 students. The first girl to have a Bat 
Mitzvah was in the late 60s. I began to make changes 
in the music during the early 90s, and often got a lot 
of flak. The Nursery School started in 1997 and there 
was an instant influx of new members. There was a 
very active Sisterhood and numerous adult education 
programs. A beautiful aspect of the congregation was 
how the generations melded. Deep relationships grew 
between our older and younger members. 
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Community Life

We continue on our journey here at our temporary 
space. An impressive building awaits us on 65th 
Street. Today we have a vibrant NS and RS under 
Tina Lobel and Rina Cohen Schwartz. Today is also 
time to continue our journey with Rabbi Lisa Gelber. 

Next year we will celebrate the last 80 years. She has 
a vision for our synagogue. I am sure our founders 
would be happy and approve of the direction we are 
going in. n
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Todah Rabah for continuing  

to build Habonim’s future.

Laurie Mendik & David Feuerstein

Jill & Russell Rivera

Janet & Bill Schwartz

Mikayla, Aden and Elana Rappaport 

and our parents 



 



Technology Partners is proud to support  

Congregation Habonim with computer & network services.

We wish a Hanukkah Sameach & Mazel Tov  

to all at Habonim!

Celebrating Hanukkah
C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m
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Sisterhood Salutes our dedicated Board member  
Janet Schwartz and her husband Bill Schwartz as Gala honorees.

Sisterhood also salutes Gala honorees  
Laurie Mendik & David Feuerstein and Jill & Russell Rivera.

We appreciate and applaud all that you have done and continue to do,  
to make Habonim the wonderful community that it is!

Board and Membership of Sisterhood of Congregation Habonim

Congrats to DAvID and LAURIE on  

“Shofaring” the Habonim community  

in the right direction for so many years. 

Mazel Tov to all the honorees!

Lois Baskin and Bill Taubenfeld

Celebrating Hanukkah
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Mazal Tov to  

Congregation Habonim  

for 80 years of serving  

the Jewish community  

from your Queens home,  

Temple Beth Sholom  

of Flushing.

Mazal Tov to all the honorees

For all that you do for our  
wonderful Habonim community

May you be blessed with many more years  
of good health and continued joy in your lives.

With much admiration and affection.

Otto and Phyllis Waldmann
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The Religious School/Youth and Family Programming Committee

Beth Bornstein, Jon Forstadt, Alison Fried, Wendy Halperin (chair), 
Alan Kaufman, Claire Lewin and Elisa Winokur

Along with our amazing leader, Rina Cohen Schwarz,
on behalf of the entire Religious School/Youth and Family Programming  

community of Congregation Habonim, 

Celebrates our gala honorees, 
Laurie Mendik and David Feuerstein

Jill and Russell Rivera    |    Janet and Bill Schwartz

Who bring light and wisdom to our community and to our children.

C o n g r e g a t i o n  H a b o n i m



Congratulations to

Laurie, David,  

Jill, Russell,  

Janet and Bill

on this  

well deserved honor.

Michael Massen

A sense of peoplehood has  
long been the defining  

characteristic of the Jews. 

Mitzvah  |  Tzedakah

Congratulations Russell & Jill!  
We are so proud of the  

impact you have made on  
your Habonim Kehilla.

With love 

Mom, Richard and Amanda

 

Mazal Tov 

Laurie Mendik and  

David Feuerstein 

Jill and Russell Rivera 

Janet and Bill Schwartz 

and Happy Hanukkah  

to all.

From Elliot & Vicki Brown

Habonim 79!  
A memorable past!  
A dynamic present!  
A promising future! 

In loving memory  
Dr. Ernest & Jella Mendel  

with congratulations  
to our wonderful honorees!  

Best wishes! 

Ellen Mendel



Dearest Laurie & David,  
Congratulations on being honored for 
all of your wonderful contributions  

and devotion to Habonim! 

With Much Love & Admiration,  
Dawn, Warren & Zoe Harbart

Congratulations  
Jill & Russell

Love, Aunt Geri

Congratulations to 2018’s Honorees 

Laurie Mendik & David Feuerstein  

Jill & Russell Rivera 

Janet & Bill Schwartz

Linda Salomon

Mazel Tov to Laurie and David  

on this well deserved honor!

Carol and Samantha Levin

To Laurie and David  
two of the most deserving people.

Congrats, 
Nancy Troy

Mazal Tov  
to our honorees

Rabbi Lewis Warshauer



Congratulatory Listing 
Michael & Eileen Dolfman

Roberta Greenberg & Rob Goldy and Family
Frances and Daniel Hamermesh

Jay & Margie Hirshfield in Honor of Bill & Janet Schwartz
Hilda Jaffe
Laura Lewis

Maya & Matthew Merdinger
Howard Stoffer & Jane Rosenberg

The Queens Community

Thank you to our auction donors:
Above & Beyond
Anonymous
Alan Halperin
Brian King
Karen Krieger
Camp Settoga
Candle Café West
Eckcentric Cinema
Eden village Camp

Fairway
Fischer Bros. & Leslie
Gurwin Photography
Jean Hellering
Michael Massen
Max B designs
Jill and Marc Mehl
Laurie Mendik

Marlene Meyerson
  JCC Manhattan
Ramah Nyack
Kori Rehfield
Tony Robins
Rina Cohen Schwarz
Sprout Lake Camp
Talia Steakhouse
Robert Witkoff 
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Co n g r egat i o n  H a b o n i m

May the Hanukkah lights 

always bring us together 

with love, laughter, 

lots of libations 

and luscious latkes.




