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The Builders’
Bulletin

Congregation Habonim's Monthly Bulletin—Your Community Guide!

INSIDE: A roundup of last month’s events -

A spotlight on our latest B’nai Mitzvah -

Upcoming events — and more!



THE BUILDERS’ BULLETIN #3 | MAY 2023

Last Month at Habonim, We ...

Went to the ‘lorah Fund Dinner!

The Metronorth Region of the
Women’s League for Conservative
Judaism (WLCJ) held its annual Torah
Fund Dinner for the NYC Torah Fund
Honorees on April 20th. Our
Habonim honoree was Deborah Moelis
(right), and Alison Fried gave her a
beautiful tribute of an introduction!

It was a very well attended event, and
Sisterhood is proud of the turnout
from our members: 2 full tables!

Our Region President, Lisa Green, talked about region happenings and
encouraged everyone to come to the convention in July. Region Torah
Fund Vice President, Linda Klempner, spoke about Torah Fund and how
our donations contribute to scholarships for the students. She also
thanked all who collaborated to make this event happen. We had a
fabulous guest speaker, Gabriella Kornsgold, who spoke about her journey
to the Rabbinate.

Sandy Koppell (Congregation Or Olam, and the event co-chair)
introduced each of the honorees. A person of their choice spoke about
their accomplishments. The honoree then had a chance to speak. Torah
Fund was the beneficiary of many—and very generous—donations. A big
Todah Rabbah to Linda Klempner and Sandy Koppell, who put the entire
event together!

And once again, congratulations to Deb!

Torah Fund Chair for Habonim, Amy Kargauer

PAGE 2 | VOLUME 1




THE BUILDERS’ BULLETIN #3 | MAY 2023

PAGE 3 | VOLUME 1




Last Month at Habonim, We ...

Took In a Comedy Night, Ale Ice Cream,

& Celebrated Israel’s 75™!

Oh what a night for the teens of Habonim! We laughed, we schmoozed
and we feasted on yummy gelato. Our Comedy & Cones event was a big
success, thanks to the Erwin Greenwald Fund for teen programming.

We celebrated Israel’s 75t birthday with
two funny guys who made aliyah and are
now doing stand up comedy all over the
world. Benji Lovitt and Joel Chasnoff
kept us all laughing throughout the
show, and provided us with some
amusing conversation topics to discuss
over our ice cream cones. You can ask
any attendee about the Broadway show
now known to us as “King Kibbutz” - it’s
a favorite for many visiting Israelis as
well as other tourists.

We all look forward to our next outing together!
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“Scavenger Hunt
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Spring is here, and it's time to get outside and explore the city! Join us on
Sunday, May 7t at 10:30am for a fun, social, and educational scavenger hunt
of the Lower East Side.

R e

See the most fascinating Jewish heritage locations before they disappear!
Teams will answer tricky, fascinating questions about the places they
discover, from Rivington Street to East Broadway, from Orchard Street to
Essex Street. You’ll see businesses hanging on against the onslaught of trendy
cafés. You’ll find barely noticeable signs of Jewish groups on the faces of old
buildings. You’ll see an active yeshiva and a synagogue that became a
Buddhist temple. Your mouth will water at stores that still serve bialys, bagels,
and kosher pickles.

Fun for all ages! No kids? No problem - bring your friends!

Ticket Prices:
Individual Ticket (for adults and children age 7+): $35
Family Ticket (3+ people): $105

REGISTER HERE:

habonim.net/form/scavenger-hunt


https://www.habonim.net/form/scavenger-hunt
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Enjoyed Shabbat Dinner logether!

On Friday, April 21st, members of the community
came together to enjoy a delicious catered
Shabbat dinner after services. It was a great way
to relax and enjoy a pleasant meal after a joyful -
but hectic Passover, and wonderful as always to [Ty P”"f;ﬁ;obgn?m’%
see fellow congregants as we welcomed Shabbat e
together!

Cleaned Up The Neighborhood!

On Sunday, April 23rd, members of Congregation Habonim volunteered
with One Block to clean up our neighborhood. Friends of all ages (from
babies to grandparents) cleaned up our sidewalks from the 50s to 70s on
the West Side. What a memorable and meaningful experience for all!
There was an outpouring of appreciation from neighbors who walked by.
You can read more about the wonderful work being done by One Block
at www.oneblockuws.org, and, if you are so moved, they would
appreciate your financial support to ensure their viability.
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|
"'*_._ Yom HaShoah
EMEMEBRD. Obsercvance

On the 27t of Nisan, Congregation Habonim came together to honor
the memories of the martyrs and the heroes of the Holocaust. We first
joined together in the Habonim Sanctuary for a service led by Rabbi
Gelber, with participation from our Religious School students.

Later in the evening, we came together with other Upper West Side
synagogues once again for the annual Reading of the Names. For over
20 years, the congregations of the Upper West Side have gathered to
commemorate those who perished in the Shoah. This years
remembrance took place at Ansche Chesed from 10:00pm to 7:00am
on April 17th, and at the Marlene Meyerson JCC Manhattan on April 18t
from 9:00am to 6:00pm.

Other organizations that took part
included: Congregation Ansche
Chesed, The Jewish Center, The
Carlebach Shul, SAJ - Judaism that
Stands for All, Romemu, West End
Synagogue, Congregation B’nai
Jeshurun, Congregation Rodeph
Sholom, Lincoln Square Synagogue,
Kehilat Rayim Ahuvim, Darkhei
Noam, Congregation Ramath Orah,
Congregation  Shearith  Israel,
Kehilat Hadar/Congregation Shaare
Zedek, Stephen  Wise Free
Synagogue, and Congregation
Ohab Zedek.
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Celebrating Our B’nai Mitzoah

Arielle Kaufman

Arielle is a 7th grader at Booker T Middle
school. She loves playing and watching
soccer. Arielle loves playing percussion;
whether it is a drum set, snare, marimba and
most recently piano. She
loves spending time with friends and her
family. Arielle has spent her summers at
Ramah Day Camp in Nyack and Crane Lake
Camp; these summers have helped to shape |

her love for Judaism. =

Arielle’s Dvar Torah delved into sacrifice and gratitude as we were
approaching the story of Pesach. For her Bat Mitzvah project, Arielle
took her love for making matzah balls and her personal traditions
surrounding that and combined it with her desire to help feed the
hungry. Keeping this in mind, Arielle has been making containers of
matzah ball soup and filling a local refrigerator so that anyone can take
without questions asked.

Furthering the theme of sacrifice and gratitude, her family was very
grateful for the sacrifice of time that friends and family made in
celebrating Arielle’s Bat Mitzvah. They had lifelong family friends,
along with Arielle’s camp, school and soccer friends, join them for her
special day. Her family cannot wait to continue the celebration this
summer as they go to Israel to celebrate Arielle.
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Celebrating Our B’nai Mitzoah

Benjamin Zarelsky

On April 29, 2023 Benjamin Zaretsky was
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah.
Benjamin joined the Habonim community
when he started in the Blue Room at
Habonim’s Nursery School. He is currently a
/th grader at Booker T. Washington Middle
School.

Benjamin enjoys spending time with his
friends and family, playing video games, and

exploring New York City. He is always excited
to travel.

Benjamin has lived in 303 West 66 Street since he was born. The
building is one of the first Naturally Organizing Retirement
Communities in NYC. The Lincoln House OQutreach Office aims to
bring together all generations in the 303 West 66th Street co-op
building where it is located with a main focus on its senior residents.
For Benjamin’s Mitzvah Project he collaborated with the Outreach
Office to plan an intergenerational mingle in the building’s Community
Room. Benjamin, his family and some of his friends spent an afternoon
getting to know their neighbors of all ages in the building, doing art
projects, playing games, chitchatting and reminiscing. The event was
such a success that many members of the community requested that
the Outreach Office do it again!
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Upcoming Evenls in May:

Casino Night: Habonim Is All In!
Thursday, May 4th at 7:00pm
150 W 834 St

Tot Shabbat
Friday, May 5t at 5:00pm
At Habonim

Lower East Side Scavenger Hunt
Sunday, May 7th at 10:00am
Meetup Location Provided to
Registrants

Sisterhood Tour of the Jewish

Museum
Thursday, May 11t at 6:00pm
1109 5th Ave at 92nd St

Bat Mitzvah of Sophie Gutman

at Redeemer
Saturday, May 13th at 9:30am
150 W 83 St

Torah Tots at Redeemer
Shabbat, May 13that 10:00am
150 W 83rd St

Junior Congregation at Redeemer
Shabbat, May 13that 10:45am
150 W 83rd St
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Bat Mitzvah of Ellie Merdinger
Sunday, May 21st at 9:30am
At Habonim

No Book Club this month

Next meeting Wednesday, June /th, on
the book People Love Dead Jews by
Dara Horn.

Find Out More

For up-to-date
information on all our
upcoming events,
including registration
links, visit:

www.habonim.net
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CASINO NIGHT

Casino Night: Habonim Is All In!
Thursday, May 4 at 7:00pm
West Side Redeemer Loft (150 W 83rd St)!

Sponsorship opportunities still available. Monetary donations in salute to
our honorees welcome.

Learn more and register at

habonim.net/casinonight

Limited ad space in the digital journal available on a case by case basis—
contact gala2023(@habonim.net to learn more!

PAGE 13| VOLUME 1


mailto:gala2023@habonim.net?subject=Casino%20Night%20Inquiry

THE BUILDERS’ BULLETIN #3 | MAY 2023

Thank: you for your support!

from the Habonim Board of Trustees & Office Staff

In the following pages, we would like to acknowledge and thank our

generous donors from April 1st - 30t. Todah rabah—thank you—for

keeping Habonim alive and thriving from generation to generation!

CASINO NIGHT BENEFIT

Jason & Mindy Abramson
Susan Adler

Walter Benzija

David & Rachel Berger
Richard & Barbara Bernard
Bielli & Klauder, LLC
Jessica Boar

Ira & Jennifer Bogner
Zachary & Beth Bornstein
Sandy Brod

Elliot & Vicki Brown
Thompson Coburn

Guy & Luisa Cohen

Paul & Janet Cord

Alan Danzig & Jocelyn Wilk
Valerie DePiro

Deena Ecker

Renee Edelman

Miriam Fisher

Marni Fried

Jessica Futran

Assaf & Lindsey Gal

Roy & Jennifer Girtz
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Neil Goldstein

Joseph & Nita Gottesman

Brian King & Susan Grant

Frank Granito

Sheila Gutter

Bryan Hall

Alan & Wendy Halperin
Lawrence & Susan Halperin
Michael Harwayne & Alison Fried
Eli & Tracy Hattem

Bill & Linda Henrich

Daniella Kahane & David Levy
Sara Kaplan

Debra Karlstein

Alon Katsir & Adina Lemeshow
Alexander King

Tracy Klestadt

Antony Konidaris & Rebecca Kasper
Alan Krauthamer & Rachel Nazarian
Lewis Krulwich

Stewart & Maureen Lande

Janet Lavine

Rachel Lenore



Samantha Lenore

Sandra Lenore

Jack & Cora N Lessner

Marc Lessner & Jennifer North

Steven Levin

Stephen & Claire Lewin

Michael & Susan Malbin

Alissa Manocherian Schwartz

James McGinley

Marc & Jill Mehl

Matthew Merdinger & Maya Levy
Merdinger

Michele Michaelis

Jeffrey & Deborah Moelis

Louise Mund

Frank Oswald

Daniel & Melissa Paretsky

Mark Power

Michael & Deborah Powsner

Robert Raicht

Guy & Jenny Romano

Karen Sonet Rosenthal

Steven Sass

Robert & Abigail Schlaff

Richard & Ann Seltzer

Jason & Mindy Sickle

Sisterhood of Congregation
Habonim

Bennett Silverberg

Leon Szlezinger

Michelle Szpilzinger

Robert Stark

Steven Stimell & Marlene Greenwald
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William Taubenfeld & Lois Baskin
Joseph & Carol Teig

Herschel & Meredith Thompson
Ronald Tramazzo

Jarrod & Joanne Tuckman
Kenneth Unger & Sharyn Ben Zvi
Richard Verner & Jean Hellering
Robert Winning

Derek & Elisa Winokur

lan Winters

GENERAL DONATIONS
Neil Goldstein, in honor of Arielle
Kaufman's Bat Mitzvah
Neil Goldstein,
in memory of Beatrice Schechter
Alan & Danielle Kaufman,
in appreciation of Rich Verner
Marcia Nadel
David & Robin Singer
Jane Stiefel
Robert & Elaine Witkoff
Lori-Ann Wynter,
in memory of Beatrice Schechter

KIDDUSH FUND

Roy & Jennifer Girtz

Jeremy Levine & Yael Taqqu

Richard Verner & Jean Hellering,
in memory of Harvey Hellering



RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY
FUND

Lewis & Candice Brown
Norbert Fruehauf & Dail Stolow
Joseph & Nita Gottesman
Daniel & Frances Hamermesh
Alan & Danielle Kaufman,
in appreciation of Rabbi Gelber
Matthew Merdinger & Maya Levy
Merdinger
David & Elissa Wachs
Leonard & Amanda Winters

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Alan & Danielle Kaufman,
in appreciation of Beth Bornstein

YOUTH PROGRAMMING
Alan & Wendy Halperin

Alissa Manocherian Schwartz
Jason & Mindy Sickle
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We strive to acknowledge all of our generous donors. If you

think there has been an oversight, please contact our office at

office(@habonim.net

PAGE 16 | VOLUME 1


mailto:office@habonim.net

Clergy
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Rabbi Cantorial Soloist & Cantor Emeritus
Lisa Gelber Music Educator Bruce Halev
Jessica Futran

Board

President Vice President Trustees

Susan |. Grant Debra Karlstein Beth Bornstein
Alan Danzig

Vice President Treasurer Dan.iel Ham?rmGSh

Alison Fried Marc Mehl Lewis Krulwich
Michael Malbin

. . Jennifer North

Y:ce President Secretary Mindy Sickle

Lindsey Gal Abigail Schlaff Joseph Teig
Deborah Winokur

Educators

Education Nursery School Associate Nursery

Director Director School Director

Rina Cohen Schwarz Tina Lobel Ann Obsatz

Staff

Office & Operations Communications Maintenance

Manager Manager Matvey Khazanov and Jesus
Gutierrez

Michelle Szpilzinger Chelsea Anderson

Bookkeeper

Grace Rosas
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congregationhabonim -« Follow
Congregation Habonim

®QYV N

Liked by you and 1,939 others

congregationhabonim Habonim is on Instagram! Follow us
for news, events and photos.
#lewishnyc #congregationhabonim ..

Follow Habonim on Instagram: (@congregationhabonim

And on Facebook: (@CongregationHabonim
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