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 םימי תעבש ובשת תכסב
In Sukkot shall you dwell for seven days. 
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 יִּתְבַׁשֹוה תֹוּכֻּסַב יִּכ ,םֶכיֵתֹרֹד ּועְדֵי ,ןַעַמְל .תֹּכֻּסַּב ,ּובְׁשֵי ,לֵאָרְׂשִיְּב ,חָרְזֶאָה-לָּכ ;םיִמָי תַעְבִׁש ,ּובְׁשֵּת תֹּכֻּסַּב
   .םֶכיֵהM-ֱא 'ה ,יִנֲא  :םִיָרְצִמ ץֶרֶאֵמ םָתֹוא יִאיִצֹוהְּב ,לֵאָרְׂשִי יֵנְּב-תֶא

In booths you shall dwell for seven days; all the citizens in Israelf shall dwell in booths. So that 
your generations shall know that in booths I housed the children of Israel when I took them from 

the Land of Egypt; I am the L-rd your G-d. (Leviticus 23:42-43) 
The Sukkah represents two ideas, both expressed by these verses. 

The first: Our lowliness when we left Egypt, our fragility when we wandered in desert living in 
temporary dwellings, and our gratitude to Hashem for giving us a home in the land of Israel. 

The second: The Ananei Hakavod, the clouds of glory, that Hashem shrouded us with as we left 
Egypt, of which Sukkot are a reminder. 

Thus on Sukkot we rejoice for two reasons: because G-d is our redeemer from bondage and our 
provider, and because of the Divine Presence which followed us through the Exodus and which 

we yearn to bask in once more. 
 

I. Introduction 
 
This guide discusses the laws of building a Sukkah, the mitzvah to live in the Sukkah during Sukkot, 
the special requirement of eating in the Sukkah on the first night of Sukkot, waving the arba’ah 
minim (lulav bundle and etrog), and some laws of Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah. Any 
questions should be directed to Rabbi Kean. 
 
II. Building a Sukkah 
 
v A Sukkah must be classified as a “dirat arai—temporary dwelling.” As such there are certain 

specifications to ensure that the Sukkah is both considered “temporary” and a “dwelling.” 
v For a detailed overview of the laws of building a Sukkah, see this article by Aish:  

https://www.aish.com/h/su/dits/48969031.html.  
v Among the most important laws to keep in mind: 

o The walls must be built before the s’chach. 
o The s’chach must be made of materials that grew from the ground (like reeds or 

branches), that are detached from the ground, not made into a finished product (like 
wooden planks). S’chach “mats” may be used, but they cannot be usable for other 
purposes, like lying on. 

o The s’chach must be thick enough that it provides more shade than it lets in sun. This 
is determined by looking at the s’chach to see that it blocks most of the sky.  

o There should be four walls with a door that closes, but a sukkah will kosher provided 
there are two complete walls and a third small, partial wall. The third wall must be at 
least one tefach long (about 8 cm or 3.2 inches) and must be no further than three 
tefachim (24 cm/9.6 inches) of one of the other walls. 

o The walls should be at least 80 cm/32 inches high. 
o The walls of the sukkah can be made from a pre-existing structure, like the outer wall 

of a house, a fence, wood lattice, etc. For a fence or wood lattice to be used as walls, 
they cannot have openings larger than three by three tefachim (24 cm, 9.6 inches). 
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o The walls need to start no higher than three tefachim (24 cm/9.6 inches) above the 
ground, but they do not need to reach the s’chach. 

o The walls and the s’chach should be sturdy enough to withstand a normal wind. 
o The walls should not blow back and forth in the wind too much. If one wishes to use 

canvas or tarp for the walls, one should also tie a number of horizontal strings to the 
frame of the Sukkah that serve as symbolic walls (“lavud”). The strings should be no 
more than 24 cm/9.6 inches apart and must reach 80 cm/32 inches high. If the walls are 
made from these strings, then there must be four complete walls. Some say using a 
cloth/tarp wall that is tied down well on all four sides counts as a wall. 

o The sukkah should not be constructed directly under something that provides shade 
over the sukkah (like a tree, building, or another sukkah) because the only shade must 
be from the s’chach. If part of a sukkah is constructed under shade, the part that is 
underneath the shade is invalid, but the part that is not covered by shade is valid. There 
is no problem if another object casts a shadow over the Sukkah, provided it is not 
directly above the Sukkah. 

o Sukkah decorations should not hang lower than four tefachim (32 cm/12.8 inches). If 
they hang lower than that and they are wider than three tefachim (24 cm/9.6 inches), 
then one should not sit underneath them during meals. 

v The s’chach and decorations have a status of “muktzeh” during Sukkot (including Shemini 
Atzeret/Simchat Torah) and may not be used for other purposes other than the mitzvah. 
 

III. Living in the Sukkah 
 

v It is a mitzvah to live in the Sukkah during Sukkot. As such, any activity which is almost always 
done at home must be done in the Sukkah. Other activities may be done outside the Sukkah, 
but it is a mitzvah to do them in the Sukkah. 

v It is required to eat one’s “meals” (achilat keva) in the Sukkah because meals are usually eaten 
at home. “Achilat keva” is defined as a kabeitzah or more of bread or another food made from 
grain, or a meal-sized serving of meat, dairy, fish, or the like. 

v A “snack” (achilat arai) may be eaten outside the Sukkah because snacks are often eaten 
outside the home. “Achilat arai” includes less than a kabeitzah (three times the size of a kazait) 
of bread or foods made from grain; small amounts of meat, dairy, or fish; any amount of water, 
juice, fruits, or similar foods not made into a meal. 

v When eating a meal, no food or beverages may be consumed outside the Sukkah. So, if one 
gets up from the Sukkah during the meal to go inside the house, nothing, not even water or 
fruit, should be consumed outside the Sukkah. 

v Wine should be consumed in the Sukkah when drinking at least four ounces of wine. Other 
alcoholic beverages should be consumed in the Sukkah, especially if consumed with a group 
of people. 

v Sleeping must be done in the Sukkah. 
v If one is uncomfortable in the Sukkah because of heat, cold, or rain, one is exempt from the 

mitzvah of Sukkah and may eat a meal or sleep indoors. Many sleep indoors if they do not feel 
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comfortable sleeping outside, or if there is a concern that the cold could make them feel ill, or 
because they are married and do not wish to sleep separate from their wives. 

v Women are not obligated to have all their meals and to sleep in the Sukkah. Women are still 
encouraged to spend as much time in the Sukkah as possible, like men. 

v Bracha when eating in a Sukkah: 
o Ashkenazim: When one eats a kabeitzah of bread, pastries, crackers, or another food 

for which one recites the blessing “hamotzi” or “mezonot” while eating in the sukkah, 
the blessing “asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu leishev basukkah” is recited 
between reciting the blessing for the food and eating. Ashkenazi women also recite the 
bracha. 

o Sephardim: The bracha of “leishev basukkah” is only recited when eating at least a 
kabeitzah of bread or when eating enough mezonot food (crackers, pastries) to be full. 
Some Sephardim recite “leishev basukkah” between the blessing for the food and eating 
the food like the Ashkenazim, but others recite “leishev basukkah” before the blessing 
for the food while standing. Sephardi women DO NOT recite the bracha. 

v If one forgot to recite the blessing “leishev basukkah” before starting the meal, one may still 
recite the blessing in the middle of the meal and then continue eating. 

v If one eats two separate meals in the sukkah without leaving the sukkah in between, the blessing 
“leishev basukkah” is not repeated because the blessing before the first meal covers the second 
meal as well. Similarly, if one leaves briefly to use the bathroom, to talk to someone outside 
the sukkah, or the like, the blessing is not repeated upon returning to the sukkah. The blessing 
is repeated if one leaves the sukkah to pray, do significant work, or if one leaves for more than 
an hour. 

v The first night of Sukkot is different from the rest of the holiday, in that it is an obligation to 
make kiddush and eat a kezait of bread in the Sukkah, separate from and in addition to the fact 
that eating meals must be done in the Sukkah. As such, if it is raining, one still has an obligation 
to eat in the Sukkah. It is best to wait at least one hour to see if the rain lets up and the full meal 
can be eaten in the Sukkah. If the rain does not stop, then one should make Kiddush and eat a 
kazait of bread in the Sukkah, and then the rest of the meal may be eaten indoors. If it is raining, 
then the bracha of “leishev basukkah” is NOT recited. 
 

IV. Arba’ah Minim (Lulav-bundle and Etrog) 
 
v It is a mitzvah to wave the arba minim once each day of Sukkot, during the daytime and not at 

night. We do not wave the arba minim on Shabbat. 
v You must own the arba’ah minim to fulfill mitzvah. If you use someone else’s set of arba’ah 

minim, it should be given as a gift, not as a loan. 
v The arba’ah minim consists of one etrog, one lulav (palm branch),  three hadasim (myrtle 

branches), and two aravot (willow branches).  
v When waving the lulav, the three branches should be tied together, but the etrog should not be 

tied. The etrog should be held next to the lulav bundle.  
v There are different customs about how to tie the three species of branches together, but the 

most common is to place the lulav in the middle with the shidra (spine) of the lulav facing the 
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person holding it, the hadasim to the right, and the aravot to the left. The hadasim and the 
aravot should be a few inches below the top of the spine of the lulav. Many place three ties on 
the lower half of the lulav itself. Many place the hadasim are little higher than the aravot. 

v A right-handed person holds the lulav bundle in the right hand and the etrog in the left hand. 
For a left-handed person, there are different opinions about how to hold the arba’ah minim. 
Most do the opposite of right-handed people, holding the lulav bundle in the left hand and the 
etrog in the right hand. Some hold the arba’ah minim the same way as right-handed people. 
Others will do both, first waving the arba’ah minim the opposite of a right-handed person, and 
then waving the arba’ah minim the same way as a right-handed person. 

v When picking up the arba’ah minim to wave them, hold the etrog upside-down (with the 
“nose” and pitom facing down, and the stem facing up), then recite the blessing “asher 
kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu al netilat lulav,” then flip the etrog over with the pitom side 
up, then wave the arba’ah minim. On the first day that the arba’ah minim are waved, the 
blessing “shehechiyanu” is also recited. 

o Ashkenazi women recite the bracha, but Sephardi women DO NOT recite the bracha. 
v The lulav should be waved while facing east. There are different customs about how to wave 

the arba’ah minim. Some wave first forward, second to the right, third backward, fourth left, 
fifth upward, sixth downward. Others wave first to the right, second to the left, third forward, 
fourth upward, fifth downward, sixth backward. Some turn in the direction that they are waving 
the arba’ah minim, while others stay in place. All minhagim are correct. Ashkenazim try to 
ruffle the palm branches to make a noise, while Sephardim do not necessarily do so. 

v In addition to waving the arba’ah minim after the bracha, the arba’ah minim are held during 
the recitation of Hallel during Shacharit and waved when the verses “Hodu L’Hashem Ki Tov 
Ki L’Olam Hasdo” and “Ana Hashem Hoshia Na” are recited. In the first verse, the arba’ah 
minim is waved one direction for each word, aside from G-d’s name, when it is held still. In 
the second verse, it is waved two direction for each word, aside from G-d’s name, when it is 
held still. 

v The Hadasim and the Aravot tend to dry out. They should be refrigerated or otherwise 
preserved to prevent this from happening. If they dry out totally, new ones should be purchased. 

 
V. Shemini Atzeret & Simchat Torah 
 
v On Shemini Atzeret, in Israel one does not eat in the Sukkah, but outside of Israel, one does 

eat in the Sukkah, but the bracha of “leishev basukkah” IS NOT recited. On Simchat Torah 
(the second day of Shemini Atzeret, the “ninth day of Sukkot”), one does not in the Sukkah.  

v The bracha of “shehechiyanu” is recited during Kiddush on Shemini Atzeret because it is 
considered a separate holiday from Sukkot. Women recite “shehechiyanu” when they light 
candles. Men who light candles do not recite “shehechiyanu” and rather wait until Kiddush. 

 
Wishing you a happy and joyous Sukkot, z’man simchateinu, the time of our rejoicing! 

- Rabbi Ben and Miriam Kean 


