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Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel used to say: on three things does the world
stand: On justice, on truth and on peace, as it is said: “Truth, and a
judgement of peace you should administer in your gates” (Zechariah 8:16).

Law is about fairness and justice. It is about considering all of the evidence at
hand and making an informed judgement based on the complete picture.

Truth, NnX in Hebrew, is spelt with the first, middle and last letters of the Hebrew
alphabet and can also be ready nn-nX which means from birth to death. Both of
these points teach us that truth encompasses the whole picture, from the “\
beginning to the end of the story, with all the details in the middle. Abiding by
truth as a tenet of democratic society means investigating the entire story, not
just zooming in on some convenient facts and ignoring the rest. -

What is shalom? It is hot peace. The root of the word peace is the Latin word ‘pax’
which means tranquillity (i.e. an absence of war). Shalom is from the Hebrew word
meaning ‘complete’ and refers to a positive outcome between two or more
parties which is everlasting and permanent. Peace can be compared to a mosaic
in which all pieces, while varying in colour, are identical squares and follow a rigid
monotonous structure. Shalom can be compared to a jigsaw puzzle with pieces of
different shapes that fit together in a particular format. While both form beautiful
pictures, the jigsaw of shalom allows for difference whereas the mosaic forces
compliance.

Discussion Points:
What do law, truth and peace all have in common? What are their opposites?

A When in your life do you sometimes choose to focus on some details because it's
easier than accepting the whole truth, the nnn?
Where do you see examples of reliance on law, truth and peace for a functioning
? and secure society?
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Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel used to say: on three things does the world
stand: On justice, on truth and on peace, as it is said: “Truth, and a
judgement of peace you should administer in your gates” (Zechariah 8:16).

Law is about fairness and justice. It is about considering all of the evidence at hand and
making an informed judgement based on the complete picture.

Truth, nnNN in Hebrew, is spelt with the first, middle and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet
and can also be ready nn-nx which means from birth to death. Both of these points teach
us that truth encompasses the whole picture, from the beginning to the end of the story,
with all the details in the middle. Abiding by truth as a tenet of democratic society means
iInvestigating the entire story, not just zooming in on some convenient facts and ignoring

the rest.

What is shalom? It is not peace. The root of the word peace is the Latin word ‘pax’ which
means tranquillity (i.e. an absence of war). Shalom is from the Hebrew word meaning
‘complete’ and refers to a positive outcome between two or more parties which is
everlasting and permanent. Peace can be compared to a mosaic in which all pieces, while
varying in colour, are identical squares and follow a rigid monotonous structure. Shalom
can be compared to a jigsaw puzzle with pieces of different shapes that fit togetherin a
particular format. While both form beautiful pictures, the jigsaw of shalom allows for
difference whereas the mosaic forces compliance.

Discussion Points:

What do law, truth and peace all have in common? What are their opposites?
When in your life do you sometimes choose to focus on some details because it's easier
than accepting the whole truth, the nnx?

Where do you see examples of reliance on law, truth and peace for a functioning and
secure society?
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