CBAJ Mishna Club Week 4
Prepared by Rabbi Roy Feldman and Tzvi Goldstein

This week, we will also study 5 Mishnayot, since the last two are part of one longer story.

ה׳:משנה ראש השנה ב׳
,ּולשָ ם כָ ל הָ עֵ ִדים ִמ ְּתכַ נְּ ִסים
ְּ , ּובֵ ית י ְַּעזֵק ָהיְּ תָ ה נִ ְּק ֵראת,חָ צֵ ר גְּ דֹולָ ה ָהיְּ תָ ה ִבירּושָ לַ יִ ם
.ילין לָ ב ֹא
ִ ִעֹושין לָ הֶ ם ִּב ְּש ִביל שֶ יְּ הּו ְּרג
ִ
ּוסעּודֹות גְּ דֹולֹות
ְּ .אֹותם שָ ם
ָ
ּבֹוד ִקין
ְּ
ּו בֵ ית ִדין
 ִה ְּת ִקין ַרּבָ ן ג ְַּמ ִליאֵ ל הַ זָקֵ ן שֶ יְּ הּו ְּמהַ ְּל ִכין אַ ְּלפַ יִ ם,ּבָ ִראשֹונָה ל ֹא הָ יּו זָזִ ין ִמשָ ם כָ ל הַ יֹום
 ְּוהַ ּבָ א ְּלהַ ִציל ִמן, אֶ לָ א אַ ף ַהחֲ כָ מָ ה הַ ּבָ אָ ה ְּליַלֵ ד, וְּ ל ֹא אֵ לּו ִב ְּלבַ ד. ַאַ מָ ה ְּלכָ ל רּוח
 ְּויֵש לָ ֶהם אַ ְּלפַ יִ ם, הֲ ֵרי אֵ לּו ְּכאַ נְּ שֵ י ָה ִעיר,ּומן הַ מַ פֹ לֶ ת
ִ ּומן הַ נָהָ ר
ִ ּומן הַ גַיִ ס
ִ הַ ְּדלֵ קָ ה
: ַאַ מָ ה ְּלכָ ל רּוח
Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 2:5
There was a large courtyard in Jerusalem, which was called Beit Ya’zek. And there all the
witnesses coming to testify about the new moon would gather, and the court of seventy-one
judges would examine them there. And they would prepare great feasts for them, so that they
would be willing and accustomed to coming and submitting their testimony.
Initially, when witnesses would arrive on Shabbat from a distant place, they would not move
from there all day, as they had left their Shabbat limit, and it was consequently prohibited for
them to walk more than four cubits in any direction once they had completed their mission.
Concerned that this limitation would discourage witnesses from coming, Rabban Gamliel the
Elder instituted that the witnesses be permitted to walk two thousand cubits in each
direction.
The mishna continues: And not only these witnesses are granted two thousand cubits from
their new place, but this applies also to a midwife who comes to deliver a child, and one who
comes to rescue Jews from a fire, from an invasion of gentile troops, from a flooding river, or
from the collapse of a building. All these are considered like the inhabitants of the city where
they arrive, and therefore they have two thousand cubits in each direction.
What’s the common denominator for those who have the 2,000 Ama dispensation for
traveling on Shabbat?

ו׳:משנה ראש השנה ב׳
יסין אֶ ת ַהגָדֹול
ִ ִ ּומַ ְּכנ.ּבֹוד ִקין אֹותֹו ִראשֹון
ְּ
, זּוג שֶ ּבָ א ִראשֹון.ּבֹוד ִקין אֶ ת הָ עֵ ִדים
ְּ
כֵ יצַ ד
, ִל ְּפנֵי הַ חַ מָ ה אֹו ְּלאַ חַ ר הַ חַ מָ ה, כֵ יצַ ד ָר ִאיתָ אֶ ת הַ ְּלבָ נָה, אֱמֹ ר,אֹומ ִרים לֹו
ְּ שֶ ּבָ הֶ ן ְּו
 ִאם אָ מַ ר. וְּ כַ מָ ה ָהיָה ָרחָ ב,ּולאַ יִ ן הָ יָה נֹוטֶ ה
ְּ ַ כַ מָ ה הָ יָה גָבֹוּה,ִל ְּצפֹונָּה אֹו ִל ְּדרֹומָ ּה
 ִאם.ּובֹוד ִקין אֹותֹו
ְּ
יסים אֶ ת ַהשֵ נִ י
ִ ִ וְּ אַ ַחר כָ ְך הָ יּו מַ ְּכנ. ל ֹא אָ מַ ר ְּכלּום,ִל ְּפנֵי הַ חַ מָ ה
,ּושאָ ר כָ ל הַ זּוגֹות שֹוא ֲִלין אֹותָ ם ָראשֵ י ְּדבָ ִרים
ְּ . עֵ דּותָ ן קַ יָמֶ ת,יהם ְּמכֻ ּוָנִ ים
ֶ נִ ְּמ ְּצאּו ִד ְּב ֵר
:ילים לָ ב ֹא
ִ ִ ִּב ְּש ִביל שֶ יְּ הּו ְּרג, אֶ לָ א ְּכ ֵדי שֶ ל ֹא י ְֵּצאּו ְּּבפַ חֵ י נֶפֶ ש,יכין לָ הֶ ן
ִ ל ֹא שֶ ָהיּו ְּצ ִר
Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 2:6
How do they examine the witnesses who come to testify about the new moon? They deal with
them in order, as the pair of witnesses that arrives first they examine first. They bring in the
greater of the two witnesses, and they say to him: Say how you saw the moon. Was it in front
of the sun or behind the sun? To its north or to its south? How high was the moon over the
horizon, and in which direction did it tilt? And how wide was it? If, for example, he said that
he saw the moon in front of the sun, he has not said anything of substance, as this is
impossible and therefore he is either mistaken or lying.
And after they finish hearing the first witness’s testimony, they would bring in the second
witness and examine him in a similar manner. If their statements match, their testimony is
accepted and the court sanctifies the New Moon. And the court then asks all the other pairs of
witnesses certain general matters, without probing into all the details. They do this not because
they require the additional testimony, but so that the witnesses should not leave disappointed,
and so that the witnesses should be accustomed to coming to testify, and will not hesitate to
come the next time, when they might be needed.
Q1: After accepting testimony from the first pair of witnesses, why continue to test the
remaining witnesses?

ז׳:משנה ראש השנה ב׳
 ּבֵ ין שֶ נִ ְּראָ ה ִבזְּ מַ נֹו. וְּ כָ ל הָ עָ ם עֹונִ ין אַ חֲ ָריו ְּמקֻ ָדש ְּמקֻ ָדש,ר ֹאש ּבֵ ית ִדין אֹומֵ ר ְּמקֻ ָדש
 ִאם ל ֹא נִ ְּראָ ה,אֹומר
ֵ
 ַר ִּבי אֶ ְּלעָ זָר ְּּב ַר ִּבי צָ דֹוק. ְּמקַ ְּד ִשין אֹותֹו,ּבֵ ין שֶ ל ֹא נִ ְּראָ ה ִבזְּ מַ נֹו
: שֶ ְּכ ָבר ִק ְּדשּוהּו שָ מָ יִ ם, אֵ ין ְּמקַ ְּד ִשין אֹותֹו,ִבזְּ מַ נֹו

Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 2:7
After the witnesses have been examined and their testimony accepted, the head of the court
says: It is sanctified. And all the people respond after him: It is sanctified; it is sanctified.
Whether the moon was seen at its anticipated time, on the thirtieth day of the previous month,
or whether it was not seen at its anticipated time, in which case witnesses are not necessary to
establish the following day as the New Moon, the court sanctifies it and formally proclaims the
day as the New Moon.
Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Tzadok, says: If the new moon was not seen at its anticipated time,
the court does not sanctify the New Moon on the following day, as the celestial court in
Heaven has already sanctified it, precluding the need for the additional sanctification by the
earthly court.

Whose job is it to sanctify the new moon - ours, or God’s?

ח׳:משנה ראש השנה ב׳
 שֶ ּבָ הֶ ן מַ ְּראֶ ה אֶ ת,ְּדמּות צּורֹות ְּלבָ נֹות ָהיּו לֹו ְּל ַרּבָ ן ג ְַּמ ִליאֵ ל ַּבטַ ְּבלָ א ּובַ כֹ תֶ ל ּבַ ע ֲִליָתֹו
 ְּר ִאינּוהּו שַ חֲ ִרית, מַ עֲשֶ ה שֶ ּבָ אּו ְּשנַיִ ם ְּואָ ְּמרּו. הֲ כָ זֶה ָר ִאיתָ אֹו כָ זֶה,הַ הֶ ְּדיֹוטֹו ת ְּואֹומֵ ר
 ְּכשֶ ָּבאּו ְּלי ְַּבנֶה ִק ְּּבלָ ן. עֵ ֵדי שֶ קֶ ר ֵהם,נּורי
ִ  אָ מַ ר ַר ִּבי יֹוחָ נָן ֶּבן.ּבַ ִמזְּ ָרח ְּועַ ְּר ִבית ּבַ מַ ע ֲָרב
 וְּ ִק ְּּבלָ ן,ּובלֵ יל ִעּבּורֹו ל ֹא נִ ְּראָ ה
ְּ , ְּר ִאינּוהּו ִבזְּ מַ נֹו, וְּ עֹוד ָּבאּו ְּשנַיִ ם ְּואָ ְּמרּו.ַרּבָ ן ג ְַּמ ִליאֵ ל
ידין עַ ל ָה ִאשָ ה
ִ  ֵהיאָ ְך ְּמ ִע, עֵ ֵדי שֶ קֶ ר הֵ ן, אָ מַ ר ַר ִּבי דֹוסָ א ּבֶ ן הַ ְּר ִכינָס.ַרּבָ ן ג ְַּמ ִליאֵ ל
: רֹואֶ ה אֲנִ י אֶ ת ְּדבָ ֶריָך, ַ אָ מַ ר לֹו ַר ִּבי יְּ הֹושֻ ע. ָּולמָ חָ ר ְּכ ֵר ָסּה ּבֵ ין ִשנֶיה
ְּ ,שֶ י ְָּל ָדה

Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 2:8
Rabban Gamliel had a diagram of the different forms of the moon drawn on a tablet that hung
on the wall of his attic, which he would show to the laymen who came to testify about the
new moon but were unable to describe adequately what they had seen. And he would say to
them: Did you see a form like this or like this?
There was an incident in which two witnesses came to testify about the new moon, and they
said: We saw the waning moon in the morning in the east,
and that same day we saw the new moon in the evening in the west. Rabbi Yoḥanan ben Nuri
said: They are false witnesses, as it is impossible to see the new moon so soon after the last
sighting of the waning moon. However, when they arrived in Yavne, Rabban Gamliel
accepted them as witnesses without concern.
And there was another incident in which two witnesses came and said: We saw the new moon
at its anticipated time, i.e., on the night of the thirtieth day of the previous month; however, on
the following night, i.e., the start of the thirty-first, which is often the determinant of a full,
thirty-day month, it was not seen. And nevertheless Rabban Gamliel accepted their testimony
and established the New Moon on the thirtieth day.
Rabbi Dosa ben Horkinas disagreed and said: They are false witnesses; how can witnesses
testify that a woman gave birth and the next day her belly is between her teeth, i.e., she is
obviously still pregnant? If the new moon was already visible at its anticipated time, how could
it not be seen a day later? Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: I see the logic of your statement; the
New Moon must be established a day later.

What types of people might not be able to properly describe the new moon? What did
Rabban Gamliel’s diagrams offer them? What does this tell us about our attitude towards
inclusivity in societal functions?

ט׳:משנה ראש השנה ב׳
פּורים
ִ ּוב ְּמעֹותֶ יָך ְּּביֹום הַ ִכ
ִ  גֹוזְּ ַרנִ י עָ לֶ יָך שֶ תָ ב ֹא אֶ ְּצ ִלי ְּּבמַ קֶ ְּלָך,שָ לַ ח לֹו ַרּבָ ן ג ְַּמ ִליאֵ ל
 יֶש ִלי ִל ְּלמֹוד שֶ כָ ל, אָ מַ ר לֹו,ּומצָ אֹו ַר ִּבי ע ֲִקיבָ א מֵ צֵ ר
ְּ  הָ לַ ְך.שֶ חָ ל ִל ְּהיֹות ְּּבחֶ ְּשּבֹונְּ ָך
 אֲשֶ ר, אֵ לֶ ה מֹוע ֲֵדי יְּ ָי ִמ ְּק ָראֵ י קֹ ֶדש,) שֶ ֶנאֱמַ ר (ויקרא כג,מַ ה שֶ עָ שָ ה ַרּבָ ן ג ְַּמ ִליאֵ ל עָ שּוי
 ּבָ א לֹו אֵ צֶ ל ַר ִּבי. אֵ ין ִלי מֹועֲדֹות אֶ לָ א אֵ לּו, ֵּבין ִּבזְּ מַ נָן ּבֵ ין שֶ ל ֹא ִבזְּ מַ נָן,ִת ְּק ְּראּו אֹ תָ ם
, ִאם ָּב ִאין אָ נּו לָ דּון אַ חַ ר ֵּבית ִדינֹו שֶ ל ַרּבָ ן ג ְַּמ ִליאֵ ל, אָ ַמר לֹו,דֹוסָ א ּבֶ ן הַ ְּר ִכינָס
 שֶ ֶנאֱמַ ר,ּובית ִדין שֶ עָ מַ ד ִמימֹות משֶ ה ְּועַ ד עַ ְּכשָ יו
ֵ יכין אָ נּו לָ דּון אַ חַ ר כָ ל ּבֵ ית ִדין
ִ ְּצ ִר
 ְּולָ מָ ה ל ֹא. ַויַעַ ל משֶ ה וְּ אַ הֲ רֹ ן נ ָָדב ַוא ֲִביהּוא ְּו ִש ְּב ִעים ִמזִ ְּקנֵי יִ ְּש ָראֵ ל,)(שמות כד
ּושלשָ ה שֶ עָ ְּמדּו בֵ ית ִדין עַ ל
ְּ  שֶ כָ ל ְּשלשָ ה, אֶ לָ א ְּללַ מֵ ד,נִ ְּתפָ ְּרשּו ְּשמֹותָ ן שֶ ל זְּ ֵקנִ ים
 ְּוהָ לַ ְך ְּלי ְַּבנֶה אֵ צֶ ל,ּומעֹותָ יו ְּּביָדֹו
ְּ  נָטַ ל מַ ְּקלֹו. הֲ ֵרי הּוא ְּכבֵ ית ִדינֹו שֶ ל משֶ ה,יִ ְּש ָראֵ ל
 עָ מַ ד ַרּבָ ן ג ְַּמ ִליאֵ ל ּונְּ שָ קֹו עַ ל.פּורים ִל ְּהיֹות ְּּבחֶ ְּשּבֹונֹו
ִ ַרּבָ ן ג ְַּמ ִליאֵ ל ְּּביֹום שֶ ָחל יֹום הַ ִכ
:ידי שֶ ִקּבַ ְּלתָ ְּדבָ ָרי
ִ  וְּ תַ ְּל ִמ, ַר ִּבי ְּבחָ ְּכמָ ה,ידי
ִ  ַר ִּבי וְּ תַ ְּל ִמ, ּב ֹא ְּבשָ לֹום, אָ מַ ר לֹו,ר ֹאשֹו

Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 2:9
Upon hearing that Rabbi Yehoshua had challenged his ruling, Rabban Gamliel sent a message
to him: I decree against you that you must appear before me with your staff and with your
money on the day on which Yom Kippur occurs according to your calculation; according to
my calculation, that day is the eleventh of Tishrei, the day after Yom Kippur.
Rabbi Akiva went and found Rabbi Yehoshua distressed that the head of the Great Sanhedrin
was forcing him to desecrate the day that he maintained was Yom Kippur. In an attempt to
console him, Rabbi Akiva said to Rabbi Yehoshua: I can learn from a verse that everything that
Rabban Gamliel did in sanctifying the month is done, i.e., it is valid. As it is stated: “These are
the appointed seasons of the Lord, sacred convocations, which you shall proclaim in their
season” (Leviticus 23:4). This verse indicates that whether you have proclaimed them at their
proper time or whether you have declared them not at their proper time, I have only these
Festivals as established by the representatives of the Jewish people.
Rabbi Yehoshua then came to Rabbi Dosa ben Horkinas, who said to him: If we come to
debate and question the rulings of the court of Rabban Gamliel, we must debate and question
the rulings of every court that has stood from the days of Moses until now. As it is stated:
“Then Moses went up, and Aaron, Nadav and Avihu, and seventy of the Elders of Israel”
(Exodus 24:9). But why were the names of these seventy Elders not specified? Rather, this
comes to teach that every set of three judges that stands as a court over the Jewish people has
the same status as the court of Moses. Since it is not revealed who sat on that court, apparently
it is enough that they were official judges in a Jewish court.

When Rabbi Yehoshua heard that even Rabbi Dosa ben Horkinas maintained that they must
submit to Rabban Gamliel’s decision, he took his staff and his money in his hand, and went to
Yavne to Rabban Gamliel on the day on which Yom Kippur occurred according to his own
calculation. Upon seeing him, Rabban Gamliel stood up and kissed him on his head. He said
to him: Come in peace, my teacher and my student. You are my teacher in wisdom, as Rabbi
Yehoshua was wiser than anyone else in his generation, and you are my student, as you
accepted my statement, despite your disagreement.

Q1: If you were Rabbi Yehoshua, would you have submitted to Rabban Gamliel’s
authority?
Q2: What gives a decision weight - truth, or authority? What does Rabban Gamliel think,
based on his reaction to Rabbi Yehoshua listening to him?
Q3: What finally convinced Rabbi Yehoshua to listen to Rabban Gamliel?

