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This week, we will also study 5 Mishnayot, since the last two are part of one longer story. 

 

 

 ׳ה׳:ב השנה ראש משנה

ִסים,  ַכנְּ ָשם ָכל ָהֵעִדים ִמתְּ ֵראת, ּולְּ ָתה ִנקְּ ֵזק ָהיְּ ָתה ִבירּוָשַלִים, ּוֵבית ַיעְּ דֹוָלה ָהיְּ ָחֵצר גְּ
ִגיִלין ָלבֹא. ּו הּו רְּ ִביל ֶשיְּ דֹולֹות עֹוִשין ָלֶהם ִּבשְּ עּודֹות גְּ ִקין אֹוָתם ָשם. ּוסְּ ֵבית ִדין ּבֹודְּ

ַפִים  ִכין ַאלְּ ַהלְּ הּו מְּ ִליֵאל ַהָזֵקן ֶשיְּ ִקין ַרָּבן ַגמְּ ָּבִראשֹוָנה לֹא ָהיּו ָזִזין ִמָשם ָכל ַהיֹום, ִהתְּ
ָכל רּוַח. וְּ  ַהִציל ִמן ַאָמה לְּ ַהָּבא לְּ ַיֵלד, וְּ ַבד, ֶאָלא ַאף ַהֲחָכָמה ַהָּבָאה לְּ לֹא ֵאלּו ִבלְּ

ַפִים  ֵיש ָלֶהם ַאלְּ ֵשי ָהִעיר, וְּ ַאנְּ ֵלָקה ּוִמן ַהַגִיס ּוִמן ַהָנָהר ּוִמן ַהַמֹפֶלת, ֲהֵרי ֵאלּו כְּ ַהדְּ
ָכל רּוַח:   ַאָמה לְּ

 
Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 2:5 

There was a large courtyard in Jerusalem, which was called Beit Ya’zek. And there all the 
witnesses coming to testify about the new moon would gather, and the court of seventy-one 
judges would examine them there. And they would prepare great feasts for them, so that they 

would be willing and accustomed to coming and submitting their testimony. 

Initially, when witnesses would arrive on Shabbat from a distant place, they would not move 

from there all day, as they had left their Shabbat limit, and it was consequently prohibited for 
them to walk more than four cubits in any direction once they had completed their mission. 
Concerned that this limitation would discourage witnesses from coming, Rabban Gamliel the 

Elder instituted that the witnesses be permitted to walk two thousand cubits in each 
direction. 

The mishna continues: And not only these witnesses are granted two thousand cubits from 
their new place, but this applies also to a midwife who comes to deliver a child, and one who 

comes to rescue Jews from a fire, from an invasion of gentile troops, from a flooding river, or 

from the collapse of a building. All these are considered like the inhabitants of the city where 
they arrive, and therefore they have two thousand cubits in each direction. 

 
What’s the common denominator for those who have the 2,000 Ama dispensation for 
traveling on Shabbat?  
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 ׳ו׳:ב השנה ראש משנה

ִניִסין ֶאת ַהָגדֹול  ִקין אֹותֹו ִראשֹון. ּוַמכְּ ִקין ֶאת ָהֵעִדים. זּוג ֶשָּבא ִראשֹון, ּבֹודְּ ֵכיַצד ּבֹודְּ
אֹומְּ  ַאַחר ַהַחָמה, ֶשָּבֶהן וְּ ֵני ַהַחָמה אֹו לְּ ָבָנה, ִלפְּ ִרים לֹו, ֱאֹמר, ֵכיַצד ָרִאיָת ֶאת ַהלְּ

ַכָמה ָהָיה ָרָחב. ִאם ָאַמר  ַאִין ָהָיה נֹוֶטה, וְּ רֹוָמּה, ַכָמה ָהָיה ָגבֹוַּה ּולְּ פֹוָנּה אֹו ִלדְּ ִלצְּ
ַאַחר ָכְך ָהיּו ַמכְּ  לּום. וְּ ֵני ַהַחָמה, לֹא ָאַמר כְּ ִקין אֹותֹו. ִאם ִלפְּ ִניִסים ֶאת ַהֵשִני ּובֹודְּ

ָבִרים,  ָאר ָכל ַהזּוגֹות שֹוֲאִלין אֹוָתם ָראֵשי דְּ ֻכָּוִנים, ֵעדּוָתן ַקָיֶמת. ּושְּ ֵריֶהם מְּ אּו ִדבְּ צְּ ִנמְּ
ה ִביל ֶשיְּ ַפֵחי ֶנֶפש, ִּבשְּ אּו ּבְּ ֵדי ֶשלֹא ֵיצְּ ִריִכין ָלֶהן, ֶאָלא כְּ ִגיִלים ָלבֹא: לֹא ֶשָהיּו צְּ  ּו רְּ

 

 

Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 2:6 

How do they examine the witnesses who come to testify about the new moon? They deal with 
them in order, as the pair of witnesses that arrives first they examine first. They bring in the 

greater of the two witnesses, and they say to him: Say how you saw the moon. Was it in front 

of the sun or behind the sun? To its north or to its south? How high was the moon over the 
horizon, and in which direction did it tilt? And how wide was it? If, for example, he said that 
he saw the moon in front of the sun, he has not said anything of substance, as this is 
impossible and therefore he is either mistaken or lying. 

And after they finish hearing the first witness’s testimony, they would bring in the second 

witness and examine him in a similar manner. If their statements match, their testimony is 

accepted and the court sanctifies the New Moon. And the court then asks all the other pairs of 
witnesses certain general matters, without probing into all the details. They do this not because 
they require the additional testimony, but so that the witnesses should not leave disappointed, 
and so that the witnesses should be accustomed to coming to testify, and will not hesitate to 
come the next time, when they might be needed. 

 
Q1: After accepting testimony from the first pair of witnesses, why continue to test the 
remaining witnesses?  
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 ׳ז׳:ב השנה ראש משנה

ָכל ָהָעם עֹוִנין  ֻקָדש, וְּ ַמנֹו רֹאש ֵּבית ִדין אֹוֵמר מְּ ָאה ִבזְּ ֻקָדש. ֵּבין ֶשִנרְּ ֻקָדש מְּ ַאֲחָריו מְּ
ָאה  ַרִּבי ָצדֹוק אֹוֵמר, ִאם לֹא ִנרְּ ָעָזר ּבְּ ִשין אֹותֹו. ַרִּבי ֶאלְּ ַקדְּ ַמנֹו, מְּ ָאה ִבזְּ ֵּבין ֶשלֹא ִנרְּ

שּוהּו ָשָמִים:  ָבר ִקדְּ ִשין אֹותֹו, ֶשכְּ ַקדְּ ַמנֹו, ֵאין מְּ  ִבזְּ
 
 
 
Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 2:7 

After the witnesses have been examined and their testimony accepted, the head of the court 

says: It is sanctified. And all the people respond after him: It is sanctified; it is sanctified. 

Whether the moon was seen at its anticipated time, on the thirtieth day of the previous month, 
or whether it was not seen at its anticipated time, in which case witnesses are not necessary to 
establish the following day as the New Moon, the court sanctifies it and formally proclaims the 
day as the New Moon. 

Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Tzadok, says: If the new moon was not seen at its anticipated time, 
the court does not sanctify the New Moon on the following day, as the celestial court in 
Heaven has already sanctified it, precluding the need for the additional sanctification by the 
earthly court. 

 
 
 

Whose job is it to sanctify the new moon - ours, or God’s?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.2.7


 ׳ח׳:ב השנה ראש משנה
ֶאה ֶאת  ָלא ּוַבֹכֶתל ַּבֲעִלָיתֹו, ֶשָּבֶהן ַמרְּ ִליֵאל ַּבַטבְּ ַרָּבן ַגמְּ ָבנֹות ָהיּו לֹו לְּ מּות צּורֹות לְּ דְּ

יֹוטֹו ִאינּוהּו ַשֲחִרית ַהֶהדְּ רּו, רְּ ָאמְּ ַנִים וְּ אֹוֵמר, ֲהָכֶזה ָרִאיָת אֹו ָכֶזה. ַמֲעֶשה ֶשָּבאּו שְּ ת וְּ
ָלן  ֶנה ִקּבְּ ַיבְּ ֶשָּבאּו לְּ ִבית ַּבַמֲעָרב. ָאַמר ַרִּבי יֹוָחָנן ֶּבן נּוִרי, ֵעֵדי ֶשֶקר ֵהם. כְּ ַערְּ ָרח וְּ ַּבִמזְּ

עֹוד ָּבאּו  ִליֵאל. וְּ ָלן ַרָּבן ַגמְּ ִקּבְּ ָאה, וְּ ֵליל ִעּבּורֹו לֹא ִנרְּ ַמנֹו, ּובְּ ִאינּוהּו ִבזְּ רּו, רְּ ָאמְּ ַנִים וְּ שְּ
ִעיִדין ַעל ָהִאָשה  ִכיָנס, ֵעֵדי ֶשֶקר ֵהן, ֵהיָאְך מְּ ִליֵאל. ָאַמר ַרִּבי דֹוָסא ֶּבן ַהרְּ ַרָּבן ַגמְּ

ֵרָסּה ֵּבין ִשֶניָה. ָאַמר לֹו ַר  ָמָחר כְּ ָדה, ּולְּ ָבֶריָך: ֶשָילְּ הֹוֻשַע, רֹוֶאה ֲאִני ֶאת דְּ  ִּבי יְּ
 
 
 
Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 2:8 

Rabban Gamliel had a diagram of the different forms of the moon drawn on a tablet that hung 
on the wall of his attic, which he would show to the laymen who came to testify about the 
new moon but were unable to describe adequately what they had seen. And he would say to 
them: Did you see a form like this or like this?   

There was an incident in which two witnesses came to testify about the new moon, and they 

said: We saw the waning moon in the morning in the east, 

and that same day we saw the new moon in the evening in the west. Rabbi Yoḥanan ben Nuri 

said: They are false witnesses, as it is impossible to see the new moon so soon after the last 
sighting of the waning moon. However, when they arrived in Yavne, Rabban Gamliel 

accepted them as witnesses without concern. 

And there was another incident in which two witnesses came and said: We saw the new moon 
at its anticipated time, i.e., on the night of the thirtieth day of the previous month; however, on 

the following night, i.e., the start of the thirty-first, which is often the determinant of a full, 
thirty-day month, it was not seen. And nevertheless Rabban Gamliel accepted their testimony 
and established the New Moon on the thirtieth day. 

Rabbi Dosa ben Horkinas disagreed and said: They are false witnesses; how can witnesses 
testify that a woman gave birth and the next day her belly is between her teeth, i.e., she is 
obviously still pregnant? If the new moon was already visible at its anticipated time, how could 
it not be seen a day later? Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: I see the logic of your statement; the 
New Moon must be established a day later. 

 
 
What types of people might not be able to properly describe the new moon? What did 
Rabban Gamliel’s diagrams offer them? What does this tell us about our attitude towards 
inclusivity in societal functions?  
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 ׳ט׳:ב השנה ראש משנה

 
 ֹ ַרִני ָעֶליָך ֶשָתב ִליֵאל, גֹוזְּ יֹום ַהִכפּוִרים ָשַלח לֹו ַרָּבן ַגמְּ עֹוֶתיָך ּבְּ ָך ּוִבמְּ ַמֶקלְּ ִלי ּבְּ א ֶאצְּ

מֹוד ֶשָכל  ָצאֹו ַרִּבי ֲעִקיָבא ֵמֵצר, ָאַמר לֹו, ֶיש ִלי ִללְּ ָך. ָהַלְך ּומְּ ּבֹונְּ ֶחשְּ יֹות ּבְּ ֶשָחל ִלהְּ
ִליֵאל ָעשּוי, ֶשֶנֱאַמר )ויקרא כג(, ֵאֶלה מֹוֲעֵדי יְּ  ָרֵאי ֹקֶדש, ֲאֶשר ַמה ֶשָעָשה ַרָּבן ַגמְּ ָי ִמקְּ

ַמָנן, ֵאין ִלי מֹוֲעדֹות ֶאָלא ֵאלּו. ָּבא לֹו ֵאֶצל ַרִּבי  ַמָנן ֵּבין ֶשלֹא ִבזְּ אּו ֹאָתם, ֵּבין ִּבזְּ רְּ ִתקְּ
ִליֵאל,  ִכיָנס, ָאַמר לֹו, ִאם ָּבִאין ָאנּו ָלדּון ַאַחר ֵּבית ִדינֹו ֶשל ַרָּבן ַגמְּ דֹוָסא ֶּבן ַהרְּ

ִר  ָשיו, ֶשֶנֱאַמר צְּ ַעד ַעכְּ יִכין ָאנּו ָלדּון ַאַחר ָכל ֵּבית ִדין ּוֵבית ִדין ֶשָעַמד ִמימֹות מֶשה וְּ
ָלָמה לֹא  ָרֵאל. וְּ ֵני ִישְּ ִעים ִמִזקְּ ִשבְּ ַאֲהֹרן ָנָדב ַוֲאִביהּוא וְּ )שמות כד(, ַוַיַעל מֶשה וְּ

ֵקִנים, ֶאָלא לְּ  מֹוָתן ֶשל זְּ שּו שְּ ָפרְּ דּו ֵבית ִדין ַעל ִנתְּ לָשה ֶשָעמְּ לָשה ּושְּ ַלֵמד, ֶשָכל שְּ
ֶנה ֵאֶצל  ַיבְּ ָהַלְך לְּ ָידֹו, וְּ עֹוָתיו ּבְּ לֹו ּומְּ ֵבית ִדינֹו ֶשל מֶשה. ָנַטל ַמקְּ ָרֵאל, ֲהֵרי הּוא כְּ ִישְּ

ּבֹונֹו. ָעמַ  ֶחשְּ יֹות ּבְּ יֹום ֶשָחל יֹום ַהִכפּוִרים ִלהְּ ִליֵאל ּבְּ ָשקֹו ַעל ַרָּבן ַגמְּ ִליֵאל ּונְּ ד ַרָּבן ַגמְּ
ָבָרי: ָת דְּ ִמיִדי ֶשִקַּבלְּ ַתלְּ ָמה, וְּ ָחכְּ ִמיִדי, ַרִּבי בְּ ַתלְּ ָשלֹום, ַרִּבי וְּ  רֹאשֹו, ָאַמר לֹו, ּבֹא בְּ

 

 

Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 2:9 

Upon hearing that Rabbi Yehoshua had challenged his ruling, Rabban Gamliel sent a message 
to him: I decree against you that you must appear before me with your staff and with your 

money on the day on which Yom Kippur occurs according to your calculation; according to 
my calculation, that day is the eleventh of Tishrei, the day after Yom Kippur. 

Rabbi Akiva went and found Rabbi Yehoshua distressed that the head of the Great Sanhedrin 
was forcing him to desecrate the day that he maintained was Yom Kippur. In an attempt to 
console him, Rabbi Akiva said to Rabbi Yehoshua: I can learn from a verse that everything that 

Rabban Gamliel did in sanctifying the month is done, i.e., it is valid. As it is stated: “These are 

the appointed seasons of the Lord, sacred convocations, which you shall proclaim in their 
season” (Leviticus 23:4). This verse indicates that whether you have proclaimed them at their 
proper time or whether you have declared them not at their proper time, I have only these 

Festivals as established by the representatives of the Jewish people. 

Rabbi Yehoshua then came to Rabbi Dosa ben Horkinas, who said to him: If we come to 

debate and question the rulings of the court of Rabban Gamliel, we must debate and question 
the rulings of every court that has stood from the days of Moses until now. As it is stated: 
“Then Moses went up, and Aaron, Nadav and Avihu, and seventy of the Elders of Israel” 
(Exodus 24:9). But why were the names of these seventy Elders not specified? Rather, this 
comes to teach that every set of three judges that stands as a court over the Jewish people has 
the same status as the court of Moses. Since it is not revealed who sat on that court, apparently 
it is enough that they were official judges in a Jewish court. 
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When Rabbi Yehoshua heard that even Rabbi Dosa ben Horkinas maintained that they must 
submit to Rabban Gamliel’s decision, he took his staff and his money in his hand, and went to 

Yavne to Rabban Gamliel on the day on which Yom Kippur occurred according to his own 
calculation. Upon seeing him, Rabban Gamliel stood up and kissed him on his head. He said 

to him: Come in peace, my teacher and my student. You are my teacher in wisdom, as Rabbi 
Yehoshua was wiser than anyone else in his generation, and you are my student, as you 

accepted my statement, despite your disagreement. 

 

Q1: If you were Rabbi Yehoshua, would you have submitted to Rabban Gamliel’s 
authority?  

Q2: What gives a decision weight - truth, or authority? What does Rabban Gamliel think, 
based on his reaction to Rabbi Yehoshua listening to him?  

Q3:  What finally convinced Rabbi Yehoshua to listen to Rabban Gamliel? 


