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TCS Kehillah (Community) aspires to create lifelong bonds among

our learners and engage them in a vibrant learning environment that

fosters and celebrates:  

HaMakom: a place for God in our lives

Torah: an exploration of the values, morals, and common story of

our people

Am Yisrael, Medinat Yisrael, Eretz Yisrael: a connection to the

people, state and land of Israel

Historia v’ Tarbut: an appreciation for Jewish history and culture

Masoret: a commitment to the traditions of Conservative Judaism

Zehut Yehudit: a pride in Jewish identity

Ivrit: a basic literacy in modern Hebrew and prayer

Kehillah: an enduring relationship with our synagogue family
 
 

Sundays

       Grades K-6         Sunday: 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM

       Grade 7 Sunday: 11:15 AM – 12:30 PM

 Weekdays

       Grades 3-6*       Monday, Tuesday:  4:00 PM – 6:00 PM

      Grade 7 Tuesday: 6:15 PM – 8:15 PM

*See pages 4 and 5 for more information about Early Arrival Options

Kehillah Sessions

Vision
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Tefillah-Prayer 
Experiences 

All students and families are encouraged to participate in all Shabbat and

Holiday services and programming in order for you and your child/ren to

become proficient and comfortable in these experiences. Our Shabbat

and Holiday programming and services are integral parts of our Kehillah

education throughout the year.
 

Shabbat Havaya
 

Shabbat Havaya is a unique Shabbat experience that helps foster a

Shabbat community through interactive programs and meaningful

experiences. Friday night Shabbat offerings include: Young Family

Shabbat and Kindergarten through Sixth Grade Shabbat.

Mission 
To provide a dynamic educational environment that nurtures and inspires

Jewish learning and community through the following approaches:

 
Experiential Learning:Bringing our curriculum to life through hands-on

programming and incorporating music, movement, art, creative

activities, and interactive Tefillah (prayers).

Interdisciplinary Learning: Linking our core subject areas, which

encompass Talmud Torah, Tefillah (Prayer), Tikkun Olam (Repairing the

World), Jewish Ethics and Values, Israel, Klal Yisrael (Worldwide Jewry),

Hebrew, Holidays, Family, and Shabbat Education.

Family Education:Connecting our learners and families to both TCS and

the greater Jewish Community.

Community Experiences: Participating in off-site activities that will foster

connections between our learners, the Jewish community, and the world

at large.
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Grades K-6:

Dismissal process begins just before 11:00 AM in the Rotunda.

Students will wait in the Rotunda with their teachers until a

parent (or other approved adult) comes into the building to pick

them up.

Grade 7:

Dismissal process begins just before 12:30 PM in the Rotunda.

Students will wait in the Rotunda with their teacher until a parent

(or other approved adult) comes into the building to pick them

up.

Sunday Pick Up

Grades K-6:

Please arrive at 9:00 AM.

For the first few weeks, meet your respective teacher outside or

in the Rotunda. After the first few weeks, enter via the Education

door and go directly to your classroom.

Grade 7:

Please arrive at 11:15 AM.

Enter via the Rotunda door and go directly to your classroom.

Sunday Drop Off:

Procedures
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Grades 3-6:

Dismissal process begins just before 6:00 PM.

Students will wait in the Rotunda with their teachers until a

parent (or other approved adult) comes into the building to

pick them up.

Monday Pick Up

Grades 3-6:

Early Arrival is from 3:30-4:00 PM. (Please sign in.)

Standard Arrival time is 4:00 PM.

For the first few weeks, meet your respective teacher outside

or in the Rotunda. After the first few weeks, enter via the

Education door and go directly to your classroom.

Monday Drop Off:



5

Grades 3-6:

Dismissal process begins just before 6:00 PM.

Students will wait in the Rotunda with their teachers until a

parent (or other approved adult) comes into the building to pick

them up.

Grade 7:

Dismissal process begins just before 8:15 PM

Students will wait in the Rotunda with their teacher until a

parent (or other approved adult) comes into the building to pick

them up.

Tuesday Pick Up

Grades 3-6:

Early Arrival is from 3:30-4:00 PM. (Please sign in.)

Standard Arrival time is 4:00 PM.

For the first few weeks, meet your respective teacher outside or

in the Rotunda/Hall. After the first few weeks, enter via the

Education Door and go directly to your classroom.

Grade 7:

Please arrive at 6:15 PM.

Enter via the Rotunda door and go directly to your classroom.

Tuesday Drop Off:
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Weather / Emergency Closings

Kehillah may close when the Westport School District closes for

inclement weather or emergency.

In the case of an afternoon storm that did not close the Westport

School District, a decision will be made by 1:00 PM.

With our online learning capabilities, we may choose to move class

to a virtual session.

Information on school closings will be available on the Synagogue

web page (www.tcs-westport.org) and through email.

Early Pick Up

If a parent (or another adult approved by the child's family) wishes to

pick up their child before the end of a Kehillah session, they should

first check in with the security guard upon arrival at TCS. The

security guard will allow them entry to the building and notify the

Education Office.

For safety purposes, the student must wait in the office until the

parent or other approved adult arrives to sign the child out.

The parent or approved adult must sign the student out using the

sign-out form in the Education Office prior to release/dismissal.

Should the teacher have any concerns for the student’s safety, the

teacher has the right to consult the Director of Education prior to

releasing the student to the parent or approved parent

representative.

1.

2.

3.

4.
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Teacher and students will devise a set of class rules at the beginning of

the school year.

The teacher will discuss any breach of these rules with the student

privately after class.

The teacher will inform the Director of Education about the matter and

develop a plan to change the behavior.

The teacher or the Director of Education will call the parents to inform

them of the matter and discuss a solution.

If necessary, the teacher, Director of Education, parents, and student

will meet to discuss the matter and appropriate action.

If the situation is not resolved, the parents, student, and Director of

Education will have a conference with the Rabbi to discuss

the matter and determine the necessary steps to resolve it.      

Student Decorum
Student behavior and discipline issues will be addressed as follows,

depending on the severity and frequency of the issue:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Attendance
In order to provide the highest level of Jewish Education, we adhere to a 75%

attendance rate during the year. If there are special circumstances regarding

attending Kehillah session during the year, we ask you to please be in touch

with Director of Education so that appropriate actions can be taken.                  

What to Bring
We encourage students to wear clothing suitable for arts and crafts,

dancing, and other Kehillah activities.

Students should leave all valuable property at home. All cell phones may be

taken from students during the Kehillah session and returned at dismissal.

Parents should call the Kehillah office if they need to contact their children

during Kehillah hours. We are not responsible for lost or stolen items.
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Health and Medication
Parents must provide medical information and a physician’s name when

registering their child. Arrangements can be made with the Kehillah office

to keep emergency medication in a locked box. Parent and physician must

both complete a permission form for the prescribed medication.

In the event that a child becomes ill or injured during school hours, the

Director of Education or authorized school representative will contact

the parents.

Safety and Security
During Kehillah hours, a security guard will be present in the TCS parking

lot to screen arriving vehicles and oversee entry into the building.

Students are not allowed to leave TCS premises at any time during

Kehillah hours.

Students must be picked up by a parent or other adult approved by the

child's family. Parents or approved adults must pick up their child from

the TCS Rotunda or, in the case of early pickup, from the Kehillah Office.

Emergency Evacuation
The school will conduct regular fire drills. In case of fire, teachers and

students are prepared to leave the building by the nearest exit and meet

on the grass area in front of 28 Hillspoint Road. If further evacuation is

needed students will be walked over to the the Rabbi’s house at 18

Hillspoint Road. All pertinent information is kept in an emergency binder

that accompanies us when we evacuate the building.
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Tuition and Refunds

All families must be Synagogue members in good standing in order

to register. There is a 50% deposit of tuition required for each child

enrolled in Kehillah. A child will be enrolled in Kehillah only if/when

the deposit is submitted. The entire deposit is non-refundable and

non-transferable unless the family moves out of the area or the

child enrolls in a Jewish Day School.

All payments over and above the deposit are refundable prior to

the first day of Kehillah, at the discretion of the TCS Treasurer.

Guests

The Director of Education must approve all guests prior to their visit.



Tefillah
Students will begin to learn tefillah through song and movement,

specifically focusing on Shema and Hatikvah. 

Holidays
Students will know the names of the holidays and understand why we

celebrate each holiday.

Torah and Bible Stories
Students will connect to our history and ancestors through the stories

from "Bereshit" (Genesis) and "Shemot" (Exodus).

Israel
Students will understand Israel as the Jewish homeland, where it can be

found on a map, basic geography, and makeup of people and cultures.

Tikkun Olam (Repairing our World)
Kindergarteners will be engaged with Books to Connect promoting

literacy in the Norwalk community. 

KINDERGARTEN
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1ST GRADE
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Hebrew and Tefillah
Students will become  familiar with the look and sound of the Hebrew

letters. Students will begin to become familiar with certain Friday night

prayers.

Holidays
Students will discover the Jewish holidays. Students will be able to name

the Jewish holidays and describe rituals that are associated with each

holiday. 

Mitzvot
Students will begin to become active members of our Jewish

community. Students will be able to explain key Mitzvot that we can do

as individuals or as part of a Jewish community. 

Torah
Students will be able to explain major themes of the weekly Torah

reading. Students will begin to develop an understanding of key Jewish

figures in the Torah. 

Tikkun Olam (Repairing our World)
Students will have an opportunity to help bring smiles to

underprivileged students in Israel through "Stuffed with Love."



2ND GRADE

12

Hebrew/Tefillah

Students will know all Hebrew letters and their sounds, as well as vowels.

Students will become familiar with certain Friday night prayers during Tefillah

with the Cantor.

Music and Tefillah

Hebrew music is used to help students become familiar and comfortable with

Hebrew sound and pattern. Students will become familiar with basic Tefillot that

are used in our community Friday night and Shabbat morning services.

Holidays

Students will develop a deeper understanding of the Jewish rituals associated

with our holidays. Looking at stories through multiple lenses will give us a greater

understanding of the narratives that drive us.

Jewish Living

Students will begin to develop an understanding of the role of the Synagogue in

our lives and the lives of people in our community.

Expectations: Parents will begin to share with their children the role that being

Jewish plays in their everyday life.

Jewish Values and Mitzvot

Students will learn key core Jewish values fostered through a tour of the Aleph–

Bet. Each Hebrew letter introduced brings a new value that can be engaged by

our students and families.

Expectations: Families should review the Hebrew letters and discuss how living

by these Jewish values can make our world a better place.

Tikkun Olam (Repairing our World)

Students will be exposed to the Mitzvah of Tzaar Baal Chayim – respecting and

taking care of animals.



3RD GRADE
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Hebrew and Tefillah

Students will learn to blend Hebrew letters as they start the transition to decoding.

Students will also become familiar with both our Friday night and Shabbat morning

services.

Expectations: Students continue their Hebrew learning at home through various

worksheets and assignments emailed to parents. Students regularly attend our

Kehillah Friday night services.

Torah and Bible

Students will develop a connection to our Jewish narrative, ancestors, and Jewish

values through Bible stories.  

Expectations: Families should review lessons presented at Kehillah through follow-

up questions provided by our educators.

Israel

Students will be able to become junior tour guides and have an understanding of

the geography, key cities and neighbors of Israel.

Project: Students will pick a city or region of Israel and create a short presentation

to be shared at our end of the year family celebration.

Holidays

Students will understand the holidays through the lens of seasons and be able to

explain the differences between our secular solar calendar and the lunar calendar.

Expectations: Parents review the work that our students have learned in the

classroom and help them connect to our holidays by attending services and events

at TCS.

Tikkun Olam (Repairing our World)

Pekuach Nefesh - Saving a Life: Students will be hearing about and supporting 

Westport EMS and AFMDA (Magen David Adom) in Israel.



4TH GRADE
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Hebrew and Tefillah

Students will be able to decode. Students should be able to decode short, Hebrew

sentences and Tefillot (prayers). Students will master all 4th grade prayers.

Expectations: Students need to review their Hebrew work at least 3 times a week.

Students must do all home assignments and prepare  for their next Hebrew session.

Students and families should attend all Kehillah Friday night services.

Torah, Holidays and Midrash

Students will connect to Jewish life and culture through Midrash, the modern re-

interpretation of Bible stories, holidays and Jewish rituals.

Project / Midrash Madness

Over the course of the year, students will create a portfolio of art, writings, and

visual tools that will be presented to our 4th grade community of students and

parents.

Expectations: Students are present at all Sunday morning sessions to gain vital

information in creating their portfolios. Student and parents share their personal

stories and experiences to help create the end of the year exhibit.

Jewish Community

Students will develop a strong connection to Jewish community through developing

an understanding of our collective responsibility and how being Jewish influences

our decision-making processes.

Israel and Jewish Values

Students will make vital connections between our holidays, rituals and narratives,

and the land of Israel.

Tikkun Olam (Repairing our World)

Maalei Revim – Feeding the Hungry: Students will be learning about and helping to

feed the residents at Gillespie while also learning about food responsibility.



5TH GRADE
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Hebrew and Tefillah

Students will be able to recognize and read all Hebrew letters and vowels. Students will be

comfortable reading prayers out of a Siddur. Students should have completed all 4th and

5th grade prayers.

Expectations:  Students maintain grade-level Hebrew. All Hebrew home assignments

should be prepared for class. Students should review their Hebrew lessons plans at least 3

times a week. Students and families should attend all Friday night and Shabbat morning

Kehillah services.

Holidays 

Students will understand the historical connection to the Holidays. Students will connect

to how other Jewish communities celebrate and observe our holidays from the beginning

of our collective history to today.

History

Students will understand historical connections to the Holidays and discover how other

communities celebrate and observe them, from the beginning of our collective history

to today.

Tikkun Olam (Repairing our World)

V’Hadarta Pnei Zaken - To preserve the lessons of our elders: Project TBD

 
 

Life in Europe – Students familiarize themselves with life in Europe (beginning in the

Middle Ages), and the development and integration of the Jewish community.

Coming to America – As European life becomes less hospitable for Jews, students will

discover the difficult choices families made to survive and prosper.

Life in America – Through class discussion and excursions, students connect with the

lives of Jewish immigrants as they began to make America their home. 

Genealogy & Family Trees – Students develop a deeper personal connection to their

family histories and research their heritage.

Living Museum Project – Students create their own museum exhibit to help tell their

family stories.

Expectations: Students and families actively participate in home assignments and

Kehillah excursions. Students create their own family trees and exhibits with the

assistance of their parents and other family members.



6TH GRADE
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Hebrew and Tefillah

Students will work toward being proficient in decoding both Prayer and modern

Hebrew sentences. Students will be able to help lead any Prayer from our Kehillah

curriculum.

Bible

Students will understand the origins of their Haftorah readings and connect to the

Neviim (Book of Prophets).

Expectations: Students will research their Bar/Bat Mitzvah date and give a short

presentation on their Torah and Haftorah reading.

Jewish Heroes and Jewish Values

Students will work on creating the definitions of heroes and Jewish heroes.

Students will gain a deeper understanding of what it means to be an active member

of the  Jewish people.

Project: Students will visit a Holocaust Museum and learn about our heroes from

that time.

Life Cycle

Students will acquire knowledge of the major Jewish life cycle events. Students will

be able to explain the major rituals that happen in each of these life cycles.

Israel

Students will become familiar with the historical connection to the land of Israel,

some of the of major dates in Israeli history and modern day issues and conflicts in

the region.

Tikkun Olam (Repairing our World)

Baal Taschit – Taking Care of the Environment: Students will learn and work on 

environmental issues in our area and in Israel.



Hebrew and Tefillah
Students will continue to strengthen their Prayer and Modern Hebrew skills.

Students will be introduced to a new Holiday Prayer curriculum. They should

be comfortable leading all prayers from our 3rd-6th grade Prayer curriculum.

Expectations: Students and families should attend as many Friday night and Shabbat

morning services as possible.

Shoah/Holocaust
Students will explore and connect to key components of Jewish life in Europe

between 1933 and 1945. Students will confront the moral questions inherent in a

study of violence, racism, antisemitism, and bigotry. Students will focus on the

vibrancy of Jewish life, the Resistance, life in the Ghettos and camps, and the survival

of the Jewish people.  

Jews in Pop Culture
Students will examine the lives of famous Jewish comedians, actors and athletes.

Giving us a deep appreciation and love for our community, these figures will help us

understand the hardships of our people in making it big in pop culture.

Comparative Religions
Students will understand the major similarities and differences between Judaism,

Christianity and Islam. Students will have an opportunity to meet and speak with

representatives of these religions. Students will also have a chance to research and

explore other religions of the world.

Tikkun Olam
Project TBD

7TH GRADE

17


