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JOIN US LIVE via www.bethtikvah.com or Facebook 

Friday Kabbalat Shabbat Services—6:30 PM         Saturday Morning—10:00 AM 

Everyone is welcome! Candle lighting will take place each 
night in the TBT parking lot, and live streaming on Facebook.  

First night: candle lighting at 5:30 PM 
All other nights: candle lighting at 6:30 PM 

 
Sunday, 11/28/2021……………………………………Erev Hanukkah 
5:30 PM 
 
Tuesday, 11/30/2021……………….Community Hanukkah Party 
6:30 - 8:30 PM  

RSVP by clicking on the image below 
 

Wednesday, 12/01/2021………….The REAL Story of Hanukkah 
7:00 PM -  8:00 PM 
 
Friday, 12/03/2021……Ruach Shabbat/Hanukkah Celebration 
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 

Celebrate the Season  
with our TBT  Family! 

https://www.bethtikvah.com/event/community-chanukah.html
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THE STORY OF HANUKKAH 

HOW IT BEGAN  Although according to Jewish custom 
Hanukkah is considered a “minor” Jewish festival, today it 
ranks—along with Passover and Purim—as one of the most 
beloved Jewish holidays, full of light and joy and family 
celebration. 

Unlike many Jewish holidays, Hanukkah (also known as the 
Festival of Lights) is not mentioned in the Bible. The historical 
events upon which the celebration is based are recorded in 
Maccabees I and II, two books contained within a later 
collection of writings known as the Apocrypha. 

In the year 168 B.C.E., the Syrian king Antiochus Epiphanes 
sent his soldiers to Jerusalem. The Syrians desecrated the 
Temple, the holiest place for Jews at that time. Antiochus also 
abolished Judaism, outlawing the observance of Shabbat and 
the Festivals, as well as circumcision. Altars and idols were set 
up for the worship of Greek gods, and he offered Jews two 
options: conversion or death. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the 25th day of the Hebrew month of Kislev in 168 B.C.E., 
the Temple was renamed for the Greek god Zeus. A Jewish 
resistance movement – led by a priestly family known as the 
Hasmoneans, or Maccabees – developed against the cruelty of 
Antiochus. The head of the family was Mattathias, an elderly 
man.  His son, Judah, became the chief strategist and military 
leader of the resistance. Though outnumbered, Judah 
Maccabee and his fighters miraculously won two major 
battles, routing the Syrians decisively. 
 
Although historians debate the causes and outcomes of the 
war in which Judah Maccabee and his followers defeated the 
Syrian armies of Antiochus, there is no doubt that Hanukkah 
evokes stirring images of Jewish valor against overwhelming 
odds. Other themes of the holiday include the refusal to 
submit to the religious demands of an empire practicing 
idolatry, the struggle against total assimilation into Greek 
culture and loss of Jewish identity, and the fight for Jewish 
political autonomy and self-determination. 
 
Hanukkah, which means “dedication,” is the festival that 
commemorates the purification and rededication of the 
Temple following the Greek occupation of that holy place. 
Today, the holiday reminds Jews to rededicate themselves to 
keeping alive the flame of Jewish religion, culture, and 
peoplehood so that it may be passed on to the next 
generation. 

 

THE MIRACLE OF THE OIL  Originally, the eight-day holiday 
was intended to parallel the eight-day festival of Sukkot. The 
Books of the Maccabees made no mention of the legend 
concerning a small jar of oil that unexpectedly lasted for eight 
days. Only centuries after the Maccabees’ defeat of the 
Syrians did the story of the jar of oil – which has come to be 
associated with Hanukkah – appear in the Talmud. 
According to the legend, when the Maccabees entered the 

Temple and began to reclaim it from the Greeks, they 

immediately relit the ner tamid, which burned constantly in 

the Temple and has a parallel in our synagogues to this day. 

In the Temple, they found a single jar of oil, which was 

sufficient for only one day. The messenger who was sent to 

secure additional oil took eight days to complete his mission, 

and miraculously, the single jar of oil continued to burn until 

his return. The rabbis of the Talmud attributed the eight days 

of Hanukkah to the miracle of this single jar of oil. 

MODERN OBSERVANCE  Although the practice of lighting the menorah (also called a hanukkiyah) was common throughout 
much of the 19th century, North American Jews tended to neglect most of the other traditions and practices associated with 
the holiday. By the 1920s, however, Jews increasingly added gift-giving to their Hanukkah celebrations, prompting some peo-
ple to refer to Hanukkah as the "Jewish Christmas." 
In some ways, the transformation of Hanukkah was linked to the growth of North American Jewry within its unique environ-
ment. The elevation of Hanukkah to a major holiday was partly the result of Jews acculturating themselves to a North America 
that was overwhelmingly Christian in population and symbols. 
Although Hanukkah had become an important holiday among North American Jews by the 1920s, it would be incorrect to re-
gard it as an imitation of Christmas with an emphasis on the exchange of presents. Rather, North American Jews use this holi-
day as a celebration of family, reinforcing Jewish identity in a place whose population may be overwhelmingly Christian but in 
which Jews feel at home. Hanukkah, therefore, is a means for North American Jews to feel a kinship with their neighbors, while 
simultaneously asserting their Jewish distinctiveness. 
  
From <https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/hanukkah/history-hanukkah-story> 

https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/passover
https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/purim
https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/shabbat
https://reformjudaism.org/glossary/ner-tamid
https://reformjudaism.org/glossary/menorah
https://reformjudaism.org/glossary/hanukkiyah
https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/hanukkah/history-hanukkah-story
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EIGHT NIGHTS OF LIGHTS 
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Easy Apple Sauce 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 4 apples chopped (skins are 
optional) 

• ¾ cup of water 
• ½ tsp cinnamon  
• ¼ cup sugar (optional) 
 
 
 
 
 
In a saucepan, combine apples, water, 
sugar, and cinnamon. Cover, and cook 
over medium heat for 15 to 20 minutes, or 
until apples are soft. Allow to cool, then 
mash with a fork or potato masher. 

Basic Potato Latkes Ashkenazi 

• 2 large russet potatoes, peeled and grated 

• 1 yellow onion, diced 

• 1/4 cup flour 

• 1 tsp.  baking powder 

• Salt and pepper, to taste 

• Oil, for frying 

 

1) Mix the potatoes, onion, flour, baking powder, salt, and 
pepper in a medium bowl until well combined. Form the 
mixture into patties about 3 inches in diameter. 

2) Heat oil in a frying pan over medium heat. 

3) Add the patties and fry until crispy & golden brown, 
about 5 minutes on each side. 

4) Transfer to a paper towel for a few minutes to 
absorb any excess oil. 

 
Serve with homemade applesauce and enjoy! 

Bimuelos, Buñuelos,  
Hanukkah donut holes, Sephardic  

• 1 package dry yeast 2 1/4 

teaspoons 

• 2 cups warm water divided 

• 1/2 tsp salt 

• 1 1/2 tsp sugar 

• 1 tbsp oil 

• 3 1/4 cups flour 14.6 ounces 

all-purpose 

• oil for deep frying 

• honey or powdered sugar 
 

Stir the yeast into 1 cup of the warm water and allow to proof.  

Mix in the remaining cup of water along with the salt, sugar and table-
spoon of oil. Slowly stir in the flour, and keep stirring until you have a 
smooth, wet dough. 

Cover and allow to rise in a warm spot for at least 1 hour.  

Put 3 inches of oil in a pot suitable for deep frying and bring to 370 de-
grees F. Line a tray with paper towels. Get a bowl of water ready. 

Moisten your hands in the bowl of water and grab about 3 tablespoons of 
the dough. 

Quickly form it into a rough ball and poke a hole through the center (for 
donut style or in a ball for fritter style). These are supposed to be rustic, 
don’t spend any time trying to make them perfect. 

Drop carefully into the oil. Repeat for as many as will fit comfortably in 
your pot without crowding. Fry until golden brown on one side, then flip 
and brown the other side. Use a slotted spoon to remove to paper towels. 

Drizzle with honey (or offer honey for dipping, or dust with powdered sug-
ar) and serve immediately 

Makes 15 servings 

For more Hanukkah recipes from around the globe check out The Tempest 

https://thetempest.co/2017/12/15/culture-taste/8-recipes-around-world-every-night-hanukkah/ 

 
SEASONAL TIDBITS 
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  Hunter Segal will be 
called to the Torah as a 
Bar Mitzvah on 
December 4, 2021. 
Hunter is the son of 
Sascha and Ross Balan, 
and big brother to 
Oakleigh. He is the 
grandson of Fred and 
Terry Segal of Roswell, 
GA.  

Hunter is a 7
th
 grader at 

Northwestern Middle 
School. He loves sports 
and has, since he was 
old enough to pick up a ball. Hunter has been 
playing baseball at Wills Park since he was four 
years old. He recently accepted an offer from the 
Hopewell Hawks travel team.  

For his Mitzvah project, Hunter is raising money 
for Pitch In for Baseball & Softball. This 
foundation gives others the opportunity to play 
baseball that they otherwise might not have.  

Hunter and his family would like to thank Rabbi 
Shuval-Weiner, Cantor Nancy Kassel and Amy 
Peskin for all their support, encouragement, 
guidance and patience in preparing for this very 
special milestone.  

Noah Lawson Weiskopf 
will be called to the Torah 
as a Bar Mitzvah on 
November 20, 2021. Noah 
is the son of Renée and 
Steven Weiskopf, and 
younger brother to Max.  

Noah is a seventh grader 
at Saint Francis Middle 
School. He participates in 
the robotics and 
engineering club and is on 
the baseball team. He also 
played baseball for The 
Roswell Select/Renegades. He enjoyed going to 
Cooperstown this summer with his team as well as 
being at Camp Barney Medintz. 

In his spare time, Noah loves to bake. During the 
pandemic, he learned to make challah and has 
been getting rave reviews ever since. He decided to 
put his passion for making challah into his mitzvah 
project. Noah is collecting the ingredients needed to 
make challah and will be making them for the senior 
members of our temple.  

Noah and his family would like to thank Rabbi 
Shuval-Weiner, Cantor Kassel and Rachel Wilson 
for their support and guidance in preparation for this 
special day. 

  

Digital Learning Series: Bad@$$ Biblical Babes 

Open to All Who Want to Learn! 

From decapitating dames and femme fatales to prophesying paragons of piety, our 

scriptural tradition is rich in surprising biblical heroines. Come join Student Rabbi 

Taylor Baruchel for this digital Text Study to dive into their stories. All sessions will 

start @12 PM! 

Upcoming sessions: 

 11/19/21  Audacious Hope in the Darkest Times: Miriam prepares for the 
wilderness. 

 12/03/21  Cutting your Enemy Off: Judith’s Story (A Hanukkah Special.) 

Click Here for Zoom Link  

Meeting ID: 812 5134 2552     Passcode: SISMAH 

 

SIMCHAS 

ADULT EDUCATION 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81251342552?pwd=cGZITW50MktDLzJWengxb0g3RGxMZz09
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 Temple Beth Tikvah and Congregation Dor Tamid (CDT) will join together for two nights: Friday night at CDT 

(see above), and Saturday night Havdalah at TBT, with a discussion led by Rabbi Mecklenberger, “Creator, King, Rock, 

Eagle and More: the Reality Behind Divine Metaphors.” Did a loving Parent give us COVID, or, for that matter, cancer 

and earthquakes? Many Jews over the ages have understood God in ways which moderns may find more credible. In 

this scientific era we need to dig deeper to strengthen or restore our faith.  

RSVP for Saturday night https://www.bethtikvah.com/event/scholar-in-residence---rabbi-ralph-mecklenburger.html 

Congregation Dor Tamid is located at 11165 Parsons Rd, Johns Creek, GA 30097  

 

https://www.bethtikvah.com/event/tbt-golf-tournament
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HOW DO YOU SPELL IT?  

As you can see in this issue, our 

Winter holiday can be spelled in a 

variety of ways: most are acceptable! 

We strive for consistency, but often 

must make allowances. Thanks for 

your understanding!  

The Editors 

https://www.bethtikvah.com/payment.php
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RSVP today by clicking here! 

https://www.bethtikvah.com/event/casino-night
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Zoom call Dec. 5 @ 5 PM 
https://www.bethtikvah.com/event/tbt-israel-trip---zoom-info-session  

https://www.bethtikvah.com/event/tbt-israel-trip---zoom-info-session
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IN MEMORIAM 

Temple Beth Tikvah acknowledges  

with sorrow the passing of: 

 

 

Alyson Mari Quintana  

Toby Levine 

Linda Haskins 

Jeffrey Golden 

Karel Copenhaver 

Edward Hopkins 

Andy Alterman 



TBT Needs You—Get Involved! 

 

9955 Coleman Road 
Roswell, GA 30075 

www.bethtikvah.com 

Budget & Finance 
Ron Swichkow 
ron@dspccpa.com 
 
Camp/Israel Scholarship 
Marcia Haber 
marciahaber@yahoo.com  
 
Chavurot/Affinity Groups 
Brian Rubenstein 
brianrubenstein@yahoo.com 
 
College Outreach 
Jules Salinas 
gatordiva90@yahoo.com  
 
Communications 
Marlene Cohn 
marlene@thecohns.us  
 
Family Promise 
Tony Rosenberg 
trosenberg860@gmail.com  
 
House 
Ted Nathan 
tnathan@baldwinscheduling.com  

Human Resources 
Seth Zimmer 
sz4941@att.com 
 
Kehillat Chesed (Caring) 
Leslie Swichkow 
lswichkow@comcast.net  
 
Library 
Ilana Zalkin 
ilanaz@att.net  
 
Membership Recruitment & Retention 
Jaime White 
butcherj15@gmail.com 
Samantha Mitman 
smitman7978@gmail.com 
 
Nominating Committee 
Jenni Trebon 
jennirun@yahoo.com 
 
Fundraising 
Mark Rudel 
mrudel2018@gmail.com  
 
 

Ritual 
Rick Winer 
rsw@drrickwiner.com 
 
Security 
Jay Sausmer 
jsausmer@gmail.com 
 
Seniors 
Bonnie Walkes, RoseAnn Gerson, Joan Marks 
 
Sisterhood 
Stephanie Joseph 
Carol Schemo 
sisterhoodtbt@gmail.com  
 
Social Action/Social Justice 
Maggie McAuliffe 
mmcauliffe248@gmail.com 
Backpack Buddies 
Manda Turetsky and Leslie Zlotnick 
 
Website Development 
Scott Povlot 
spovlot@yahoo.com  

Rabbi Alexandria Shuval-Weiner 

Cantor Nancy Kassel 

Rabbi Emeritus Donald A. Tam 

Preschool Director Linda Siegel 

Religious School Director Suzanne Hurwitz 

Youth Director Bobbee Griff 

President Joseph Dunn 

Vice President John Restler 

Vice President Todd Boehm 

Vice President Mark Greenspan 

Treasurer Karen Korshak 

Secretary Dalia Faupel 

Board of Education Deirdre Kinoshita 

Immediate Past President Rhonda Povlot 

TBT COMMITTEES AND CHAIRPERSONS 
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