
On Tuesday night April 6 and Tuesday night April 13, Temple Beth Tikvah will offer a fun and fascinating 
online seminar – “Grateful Jews – Exploring Jewish connections to the world of the Grateful Dead.”  

Jews might be fans of any rock and roll band, but we seem to have a particular affinity for the Dead. 
What draws Jews to the Dead’s music, lyrical themes/philosophy, and experience?  “Grateful Jews” 
explores that relationship and offers an opportunity to engage in a way that you may have never 
thought of.   

“Grateful Jews” takes Kabbalah’s Four Worlds approach: 

• Physical – Jews in the Grateful Dead Universe (Which well-known Dead song was inspired by a 
Jewish musician?) 

• Intellectual – Jewish connections in songs & lyrics (Was lyricist Robert Hunter aware of a 
beloved midrash?) 

• Emotional – Jewish connections to/in Dead culture (Which band member hosts a seder that 
attracts hundreds?) 

• Spiritual – The Dead experience 

There is plenty to delve into, so “Grateful Jews” is two sessions, two hours each. (Four hours – like a 
good Dead show.) Attendance is also limited, to allow a more interactive experience. Whether you know 
the Dead’s greatest hits or you love debating the merits of Jerry’s guitars Tiger and Wolf, you can 
connect with the Dead through other Jews, and connect with other Jews through the Dead. 

The seminar leader is Scott A. Tepper, a/k/a Reb Zisha, from Boston. Scott has been a lay ba’al tefilla, 
darshan, and teacher in Boston’s Jewish community and beyond for decades. Scott sang with the 
renowned Zamir Chorale of Boston and was a founding member of two Boston-area chavurot. For 12 
years, he was the lay religious leader of United Brothers Synagogue in Bristol RI (Rhode Island’s second-
oldest synagogue.) Scott received a BA in Near Eastern and Judaic Studies from Brandeis University, and 
a Master’s degree from the Harvard Graduate School of Education. His first Grateful Dead show was at 
the Boston Garden May 7 1977. His most memorable Dead experience was 3 nights July 1982 at the Red 
Rocks Amphitheater in Colorado, in the rain. 

To sign up for “Grateful Jews” … 

“People joinin’ hand in hand, while the music plays the band…” – “The Music Never Stopped” (Lyrics: 
John Perry Barlow; Music: Bob Weir) 

 


