
 

Dearest Members and Friends, 

In a recent article I described my trip to Israel with our son Meir, who is drafting into the IDF. 
One thing I didn’t mention was that during our post-quarantine daytrip across the southern 
region, I was suddenly struck by the sight of a penetrating light on the horizon. The light 
was in completely the wrong place for it to be the sun, and seemed far too bright to be an 
electric illumination – particularly as we were some distance away, and it was bang in the 

middle of the day.  

Puzzled, I asked my cousin Shayke what it was. “Is it a mirage?” I inquired – after all this was the Negev 
desert. He smiled. “No, it’s not a mirage, it’s the Ashalim Solar Power Station.” And he began to tell me about 
this incredible new facility, which opened last year – a facility that is already powering 70,000 homes, and is 

eventually expected to power 50,000 more. 

Ashalim is a 4,000-acre solar-energy plant – the largest renewable-energy project in Israel and one of the 
largest in the world. It cost just under $1.2 billion to build and is a joint project of various investment funds 
together with the Spanish engineering giant TSK. I learnt later on that one of the primary movers-and-
shakers behind Ashalim is my good friend Naty Saidoff, an Israeli expat who lives in LA, whose success in 
business is more than matched by his wonderfully good nature and incredible generosity to numerous good 

causes. 

Of course, I knew none of this as we drove down Highway 6 toward Sde Boker, dazzled by the bright 
beacon of light that hovered on the horizon, almost like a second sun. Ashalim is made up of 16,000 
parabolic troughs and no less than 500,000 – you read that number correctly – concave mirrors, all of which 
convert solar energy into steam that is then used to generate electricity. Incredibly, Ashalim is also able to 
produce power at night – yes, it is a solar plant that can produce energy even when the sun isn’t shining. It 
does this by using a thermal-energy storage system based on molten salt, which allows the plant to operate 

for over four hours at full power after the sun has set. 

In the fullness of time about one percent of all of Israel’s energy needs will be generated at Ashalim, which 
means that this plant represents a big step towards realizing Israel’s goal of a future fully powered by 
renewable energy. Naty Saidoff told me that he’s “proud to have been given the opportunity to build 

meaningful mega-projects in Israel, and I plan to promote similar projects in the future.” 

But Naty is not just promoting a renewable energy project or merely helping generate jobs in the Negev 
region – actually, he and all those behind Ashalim are fulfilling biblical prophecy. The Haftara that we read 
for Parshat Ki Tavo is one of those referred to as “shiva di’nechemta” – the “seven-fold comfort” readings 
from scripture that we read each week for seven weeks following the three-week mourning period we have 
each year as the Jewish calendar reminder of our two lost temples, destroyed by the Babylonians and the 

Romans at the two darkest points of Jewish history. 

But rather than wallow in debilitating depression and grieving, we double up on hope and faith by reading 
portions of scripture that are upbeat and optimistic – a wonderful tradition that dates back as far as the 
destruction itself. The Haftara reading for Ki Tavo fits in well with this tradition; it is the entire sixtieth chapter 
of Isaiah, which includes a verse we are all familiar with, if not literally then at least conceptually: “And 
nations shall walk by your light, Kings, by your shining radiance” (Isa. 60:3). This verse and a couple of others 
in Isaiah are the original source for the idea that the Jewish nation is an “ohr lagoyim” – a light unto the 

nations.  

Of course this is usually understood to mean that God’s Chosen People must always be a shining example of 
faith and morality for the gentile nations. But as I watched the blazing light of Ashalim bobbing on the 
Negev horizon – so bright that you cannot even see the shape of the facility itself – I couldn’t help thinking 
that this was a physical example of the beacon of light that Israel has become for the world, leading the way 
in everything from technology to business, diplomacy to renewable energy, and – it goes without saying – 
the study of every facet of God’s Torah in ways that our prophets and sages could never have dreamed was 

possible as they worked so hard to preserve the texts and concepts of our unique faith heritage. 

The preceding verse describes an all-enveloping darkness that will mark the period before messianic 
redemption: “Darkness shall cover the earth, thick clouds [shall cover] the nations; but God will shine on you, 
and His presence will be seen over you” (Isa. 60:2). All of us currently feel that darkness, with the chaos and 
devastation that has caused such havoc in our world over the past few months. The commentaries struggle 
to explain how God’s light will ever be ‘seen’, trying to understand the point of this anthropomorphic 
metaphor, but I think none of the commentaries could have imagined Ashalim – a visible light that gives life 

to the desert, and a light that goes well beyond physical illumination. 

As Naty put it to me so beautifully, “We have the privilege of creating light for the country which was 
prophesied to be ‘a light unto the nations’ and we have the privilege of making the desert bloom as we turn 
the curse of the baking sun into a blessing of a cool oasis which powers Israel’s air conditioning. And, as you 
fly above Ashalim, you can see it shining proudly below without a single drop of smog – nothing but life 

sustaining green energy.” 

Here and now, we are truly a ‘light’ unto the nations. The prophet Isaiah foresaw it 2500 years before it 

happened, and now it is our turn to see it. May that light continue to shine, and let it get ever brighter. 

Praying for your safety and health and Shabbat Shalom!  

Rabbi Pini Dunner 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 
6:15pm         KABBALAT SHABBAT     

VIA ZOOM 
6:59pm           CANDLELIGHTING 

 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

8:03pm                 SHABBAT ENDS 

Guidelines for Praying at home: 

When davening at home, it is best to 
daven at the same time that you 
would have davened when in shul.  
Although you cannot *hear* the 
kriat Hatorah, you should still read 
the torah portion and haftorah 
aloud, using the tunes if you know 
them. 

Stone Chumash (Artscroll) 

Ki Tavo p. 1068 

Haftorah Ki Tavo p. 1201 

 

Sunday                   8:00am &  7:05pm 

Monday (labor day) 8:00am & 7:05pm 

Tuesday - Friday  7:00am &  7:05pm 

 

Services are on 

zoom only 

https://zoom.us/j/226829899 

16 Elul ● Parshat Ki Tavo September 4-5, 2020 

 Thank you to Sol and Giselle Dunst for sponsoring 

this weeks Tefilla Notebook in memory of Sol’s 

father, Joseph Dunst, Yosef Dovid ben Yaakov 

Shlomo z”l, whose yhartzeit was on the 14th of Elul 

HIGH HOLIDAYS 

We are now accepting 
bookings for the High 

Holidays for members only. 

The details and signup form 

can  

be found at  

beverlyhillssynagogue.org/hh 

Please note There is limited 
space at each location due 

to social distancing 
protocols. 

All requests must be 

made by  

Next week, 

Wednesday, 
September 9th 

http://zoom.us/j/226829899
https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/hh


 

11 Tammuz ● Chukat Balak  

 YAHRTZEITS 
 

September 

 

 Tuesday September 15th at 8pm 

Annual Anne Samson a”h 

memorial lecture 

Given by Geri Wiener  

More details to follow 

~ 

As we approach the New Year, 

we want to thank our YINBH 

community 

for staying dedicated and 

compassionate through these 

tough times. 

 

Although, this will be an unusual 

holiday season, we look forward 

to 

remaining connected and 

strong as we move into the New 

Year. 

 

K’tiva V’Chatima Tova! 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

Sisterhood Corner 

Benjamin Ross 
Benyamin ben Meir z"l 

Father of 
David Ross 

Yahrtzeit— 19 Elul 

 

Chava Czuker 

Alex Masket 

Mark Herskovitz 

Eva Hogan 

Michael Silver 

Paulie Kramer 

David Azouz 

Andrew Fischmann 

Evan Greenspan 

Louis Magenheim  
Asher ben Dov z"l  

Father of  
Margaret Bayer 

Yahrtzeit— 22 Elul 

CLASS SCHEDULE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 7 -11 

THE ZOOM CODE FOR ALL CLASSES IS 310 276 7650 

The log-in link is https://zoom.us/j/3102767650  

DATE TIME TOPIC 

Wednesday September 9 11:00am Parsha Shiur with Rabbi Dunner 

Wednesday September 9 1:00pm Pirkei Avot with Rabbi Pini Dunner 

Friday September 11 6:15pm Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 

Joseph Dunst 
Yosef Dovid ben Yaakov 

Shlomo z"l 
Husband of  

Georgette Dunst 
Yahrtzeit— 14 Elul 

Clara Kest 
Chaya bas Zvi Halevi 

a"h Mother of 
Ezra Kest 

Yahrtzeit— 18 Elul 

Order your Luluv and Etrog through 
the shul 

 

4 levels of Kosher Certified Arba Minim Sets 
 

Children’s Sets $30 

*Standard Set $45 

*Mehudar Set $75 

*Mehudar Deluxe Set $120 

Carrying Bag $5 

*with or without pitom 
available 

 

You can order online at 
beverlyhillssynagogue.org/arbaminim 

or mail your checks made out to “YINBH”.  
Please include “Arba Minim” on the memo 
line along with the completed order form. 

ALL ORDERS MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY SEPTEMBER 15th  

SAVE THE DATE - Tuesday, September 15th  - 8pm 

Annual Anne Samson a”h memorial Pre-Rosh Hashana 

lecuture. Given by Geri Wiener.  Introduced by Rabbi 

Dunner. Sponsored by Lee Samson. More details coming soon.   

https://zoom.us/j/3102767650
http://beverlyhillssynagogue.org/arbaminim


 

 
 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eh8ml865a76e36c4&oseq=&c=&ch=


 



 



 


