
 

Dearest Members and Friends, 
Exactly a year ago, I traveled to Israel for a meeting with more than thirty Jewish leaders and 
activists, at the invitation of Israel’s President, Reuven Rivlin. The agenda of our two-day mini-
conference was to discuss a problem that is increasingly threatening the future of Jewish identity 
and of the State of Israel – the increasing divide between different groups of Jews, particularly but 
not exclusively over the subject of Israel and the direction it has taken under its current 
government. 
The meeting sponsor was a group called Our Common Destiny, which is funded by a philanthropic organization 
called the Genesis Philanthropic Foundation. This foundation was founded by a Russian Jewish oligarch called 
Mikhael Fridman, a proud Jew and strong supporter of Israel, in spite of the fact that he is not Jewishly observant 
and did not receive any meaningful Jewish education. 
Some years ago, the Genesis Foundation came up with the idea of the Genesis Prize – a kind of Jewish Nobel 
Prize – described on its website as follows: “The Genesis Prize fosters Jewish identity, inspires Jewish pride, and 
strengthens the bond between Israel and the Diaspora. The annual one-million-dollar award celebrates Jewish 
talent and achievement by honoring individuals for their professional accomplishments, commitment to Jewish 
values, and contribution to improving the world.” 
The first Genesis Prize laureate is international businessman and former New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
(2014), the second is Hollywood actor Michael Douglas (2015), the third violinist Itzhak Perlman (2016), and so 
on. Then, in 2018 the prize committee nominated Natalie Portman to receive the prize. Initially she accepted the 
honor, but when she heard that Binyamin Netanyahu was going to be presenting the prize she abruptly pulled 
out, citing her (and I quote) “distress” at recent events in Israel. 
To say that Mikhael Fridman was shocked by this development is an understatement, and it was as a direct result 
of Ms. Portman’s very public snub of the Genesis Prize that he decided he wanted to launch a project to prevent 
such a thing from ever happening again, and this was the catalyst that led to the launch of Our Common Destiny. 
Perhaps the vision of Our Common Destiny is utopian and unrealistic to the point of being fantasy, and the road 
to Xanadu is certainly laden with countless potholes and boulders, but nevertheless the idea is so wonderful and 
heartwarming – and it is worth celebrating. First and foremost, we are all Jews, so surely we can find enough that 
we share in common that we don’t need to use differences between us to act as a wedge to keep us completely 
apart. 
But the question we need to ask is this – what is it exactly that we share in common to the exclusion of anything 
that might keep us apart? And once we have found that “thing”, how can we use it as a platform to keep us 
together in every circumstance so that we can be strong together rather than weaker as a result of being a 
disparate collection of unconnected parts. 
Many years ago, I heard the apocryphal story about the creation of a ‘Tomb of the Unknown Soldier’ in Israel. 
Sometime after the creation of the state, the Prime Minister of Israel approached the Director-General of the 
Ministry of Defense to discuss the creation of a ‘Tomb of the Unknown Soldier’. 
“Every other country has a ‘Tomb of the Unknown Soldier’ that plays a central role on Memorial Day and military 
events,” he said, “and it is important for Israel to have one too.” 
The Director-General of the Ministry of Defense called in one of his senior officials and tasked him with the job of 
creating Israel’s ‘Tomb of the Unknown Soldier’. Some months went by and invitations went out to the President, 
the Prime Minister, Members of Knesset, government officials, foreign diplomats and senior military personnel – 
“You are cordially invited to the unveiling of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier” – with a date and time. 
The day arrived, and everyone took their seats at the designated location. The Ministry of Defense official 
straightened his tie, and slowly and solemnly walked up to the podium to begin his address: “Ladies and 
Gentlemen, I would like to welcome you to the unveiling of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, Chaim 
Shlapevarski. Chaim Shlapevarski was a very great man – a brilliant economist, a first-class historian, a wise 
philosopher, a profound scholar, a wonderful orator….” 
As this preamble progressed, as each word was uttered, the Director-General of the Ministry of Defense was 
turning every color under the sun. Unable to contain himself, he rushed up to the podium and whispered 
desperately into the official’s ear, “What in heaven’s name are you talking about? This is the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier! What is all this about Chaim Shlapevarski?!” 
The official looked at him quizzically – “What do you mean? You asked me to create a Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier! Chaim Shlapevarski was a great man – a brilliant economist, a first-class historian, a wise philosopher, a 
profound scholar, a wonderful orator – but as a soldier he was unknown!” 
In my many experiences around the Jewish community and with Jews all around the world – I have met many 
Chaim Shlapevarskis. They are all brilliant in their fields, whether they are in business, or in Hollywood, or in 
academia, or in politics. They write books, make films, make money, run governments, and much else. But as 
Jews, they are often totally unknown (only to themselves, of course). 
On Yom Kippur our primary task is to reconnect to the Jew in us, to drop everything else – as it is the “Jew” inside 
us that we all share in common, and it is that which we need to put front-and-center, to the exclusion of anything 
else that might keep us apart. The Jew inside us is the commonality that we can use as a platform to keep us 
united in all circumstances, making us strong together, instead of being weaker as a disparate collection of 
unconnected parts. 
That is why on October 7th, together with a number of dear friends and partner organizations, I will be leading 
the first-ever International Succah Hop, during which we will visit sukkot all over the world via a streaming 
platform, so that each of us can connect as Jews with Jews everywhere, and see how Jews celebrate Sukkot in 
Sydney, Mumbai, Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Jerusalem, London, Paris, Kampala, Maputo, Gibraltar, Casablanca, Rio de 
Janeiro, Bermuda, New York, Miami, and of course – Beverly Hills, as well as many other places I have not 
mentioned.  
I truly hope you will join me – and that after this Yom Kippur, none of us will remain unknown as a Jew ever 
again. If that is the one benefit we can all draw from the COVID crisis, let us embrace it with all our hearts, and 
thank God for the opportunity. 

Praying for your safety and health and Shabbat Shalom! Rabbi Pini Dunner 
 

For details of the time and login for the International Succah Hop where you are, please email Carly Einfeld: 
carly@yinbh.org 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH 
Both Locations 
Kol Nidre – 6:35pm 
Drasha 6:50pm 
Maariv 7pm 
Service concludes 8:15pm 
  
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH 
Nissel Tennis Court 
Shacharit 8:30am 
Kriat HaTorah 9:10-9:30am 
Yizkor Service 9:30am 
Musaf 9:45am 
Service Concludes 11am 
  
Mercedes Benz Parking Lot 
Shacharit 9am 
Kriat HaTorah 9:40am- 10:00am 
Yizkor Service 10:00am 
Mussaf 10:15am 
Service Concludes 11:30am 
  
Both Locations 
Mincha 5:15pm 
Neila 6:20pm-7:26pm 
Fast Ends 7:26pm 
Break the fast “to-go bags” will be 
available after Maariv 
 
All service times are approximate 

This weeks Parsha & Haftorah 

Stone Chumash (Artscroll) 

Ha’azinu p. 1100 

Haftorah Ha’azinu p. 1205 

 

Tuesday - Friday  7:00am &  6:25pm 
 

Join us on zoom 

https://zoom.us/j/226829899 

8 Tishrei ● Ha’azinu ● Shabbat Shuva ● Yom Kippur September 26-28 2020 

 Thank you to George & Irina Schaeffer for 
sponsoring this week's Tefilla Notebook in memory 

of George's mother, Rose Schaeffer, Reizel bat 
Yaakov a"h, whose yahrtzeit is on 12th of Tishrei 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
5:50pm        KABBALAT SHABBAT  VIA ZOOM 
6:26pm                               CANDLELIGHTING 
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
7:29pm                                    SHABBAT ENDS 

Hatarat Nedarim 
Annulment of vows 

Sunday Morning, Sept. 27th at 9am 
In person following morning 

services 
Zoom link is: 

https://zoom.us/j/226829899 
We will have 3 judges 

 

http://zoom.us/j/226829899
https://zoom.us/j/226829899


 

Mazel Tov 

Mazel Tov to proud 
grandparents Bob 
Zeller and Nadine 
Gerson on the birth 
of a new 
granddaughter, 
Lucinda Jane 
Zeller, born 
September 21st to 
their children 
Stephen 
and 
Rebecca 
Zeller 

11 Tammuz ● Chukat Balak  

 YAHRTZEITS 

Check out our facebook page for all upcoming 
events, photos, livestreams, and more! 

https://www.facebook.com/YoungIsraelOfNorthBeverlyHills 

 
September 

 

As Yom Kippur 

approaches we wish 

you an easy, meaningful 

fast. May you be 

inscribed and sealed for 

good in the Book of Life. 

 

Tune in to the Live Virtual 

Yizkor Service 

Sunday, September 27th  

Erev Yom Kippur 

At 11:00am via Zoom 

 

 

G’mar Chatima Tovah 

& 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents  

Sisterhood Corner 

 

Carly Einfeld 

Hannah Fogelman 

Avital Louie 

Lila Perl 

Lief Rosenblatt 

Sammy Shaked 

Those who are going to be 

attending our in-person 

minyanim  

must pre-register.   

Services are open to 

MEMBERS ONLY at this time.  

Space is limited.    

ALL services are being held 

at a private residence tennis 

court in Beverly Hills.   

Gerald Aronowitz 
Joseph ben Shalom Joel z"l 

Father of 
Joel Aronowitz 

Yahrtzeit— 8 Tishrei 

Rose Schaeffer 
Reizel bat Yaakov a"h 

Mother of 
George Schaeffer 

Yahrtzeit— 12 Tishrei 

Estelle Abelson 
Eshka Leba bat Yitzhak 

Veyenatal a"h 
Mother of 

Joan Lopatin 
Yahrtzeit— 14 Tishrei 

Gabriel  Steinert 
Gavriel ben Avraham z"l 

Sister of 
Michal Rambod 

Yahrtzeit— 14 Tishrei 

https://www.facebook.com/YoungIsraelOfNorthBeverlyHills


 



 


