
 

Dearest Members and Friends, 

In the midst of the holiest time in the Jewish year, on Rosh Hashana, we read a piece of 
scripture that relates the shocking story known as ‘The Akeida’ – God’s instruction to 
Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, which Abraham follows to the letter, until at the very last minute 
he is told by God, “Hey, I was only kidding – don’t actually kill your son!”  

I’m not entirely sure how it’s possible, but until a few years ago I was ok with this story. I 
think many of us are ok with it, possibly because we are lulled into believing that because the story has a 
happy ending – Isaac didn’t die, Abraham passed the test, and everyone lived happily ever after – that 
what happened was not actually so bad. But truthfully, it is one of the most frightening stories in the whole 
Torah raising countless challenging questions. Why did God give Abraham this gruesome instruction? Why 
would He test Abraham in this shocking way? More puzzlingly, why doesn’t Abraham resist? Has he got no 
feelings for his beloved child? Would it really have tainted his faith if he would have challenged God just a 
bit? It almost seems inhuman. 

And what about Isaac? What was going through his mind as his father tied him to an altar and then raised 
a knife to cut his throat? How did he feel toward his father? How did he feel toward God? And how did 
everyone feel toward each other after it was all over? Did they look at it as a fairytale happily-ever-after 
ending? The Midrash informs us that Sarah’s death is recorded immediately after the Akeida to let us know 
that she was informed of the sacrifice instruction without being told that Abraham hadn’t gone through 
with it, so she assumed Isaac had been killed and consequently died from grief. That being the case, and if 
we assume Abraham passed the test as a result of his willingness to go through with it, does that mean 
Sarah failed the test because she was not on board?  

And finally, why do we read this story on Rosh Hashana? The traditional answer is that it ends with the 
sacrifice of a ram, and a ram’s horn is used as a shofar. But to be perfectly frank, I find it hard to believe that 
the Torah reading for one of the holiest days of the year was chosen on the basis of such a tenuous 
connection. 

Perhaps if we unpack the Akeidah we can see things slightly differently and offer an alternative perspective. 
Abraham is undoubtedly one of the most admired heroes of the Torah – both for discovering God in the 
first place, and then for his willingness to stand up for his belief in God in a hostile pagan world. He is also 
celebrated for his incredible kindness. He was even willing to plead for Sodom and Gomorrah, bargaining 
with God to spare them from destruction. But in the story of the Akeida, something goes awry – suddenly 
he was ready to offer up his son as a sacrifice on the altar, akin to the pagan culture he had rejected. What 
exactly went wrong? 

There is an incredible passage in the Talmud (Berachot 32a) that offers an insight which helps explain why 
we read this story on Rosh Hashana, but even more importantly – it can help us understand the 
significance of the Akeida story itself. The Talmud recalls Moses’ incredible efforts to convince God to spare 
the Jewish nation from annihilation after they committed the sin of the Golden Calf. Moses is relentless, 
using every possible form of persuasion. At one point, Moses even challenges God with a charge of 
dishonesty – “You promised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that their descendants would proliferate like the 
stars in the heavens,” he says, “and now you would destroy them? God, how can you lie?” 

Moses’ shocking challenge is characterized in a seemingly critical statement by Rabbi Abahu: “Were the 
verse not written in this manner, it would be impossible to utter it, in deference to God.” And yet, despite 
this veiled censure, Moses’ efforts were completely successful, the Jewish people survived, and it was Moses’ 
abrasive approach that ensured they would.  

It would appear that our biblical forefathers were great people with incredible characters and personality 
traits, but that ultimately, they lacked something which only Moses had. They may have been the patriarchs 
of our nation, but it was Moses who was the founder of Judaism and of the nation that emerged from 
Egypt. The reason for this is because Moses did not subscribe to the kind of blind faith which demanded 
existential self-destructive sacrifices. And although no one would have faulted him for allowing the entire 
nation to die for the sin of the Golden Calf he was having none of it. He knew that he held the key to their 
survival or demise, and decided he was not going to be a bystander and watch them perish. And it was as 
a result of his spirited if impudent advocacy that the nation survived to live another day. Not just then, but 
time and again under his leadership.  

Traditionally, the Akeida is believed to be a test that Abraham passed with flying colors. But perhaps that 
was not the case at all. Perhaps the reason it was his final test was because he didn’t pass it at all, and God 
needed to step in – like a driving instructor with his foot on the brake – so that the horrific potential 
outcome could be averted. Think about it. Abraham was presented with an incredible paradox: listen to 
what God is instructing you to do right now, or defy this instruction based on previous communications 
you have had with Him. But rather than try to contextualize it, Abraham passively accepted a new reality. 
And so, it would appear, did Isaac. Had God not intervened at that crucial moment, none of us would be 
here today. In that situation, Abraham and Isaac’s blind faith did not win the day, rather it let them both 
down. In fact, maybe it was Sarah’s reaction that was most correct – shrinking in horror from an instruction 
that meant all promise for the future was over. 

The Akeida is read for us on the most important faith day of the year to keep us all on our toes – to tell us 
that even as we aspire to faith perfection, we can still make mistakes. Evidently, even the greatest people 
make mistakes. And if great people like Abraham and Isaac can make mistakes by being on autopilot, we 
can certainly make mistakes.  

This year, more than any other, our faith has been challenged. The ordinary day-to-day existence of our 
faith lives has been tested as never before. There are those who have blindly continued to follow the 
hallowed path, ignoring evolving realities, in the belief that the most important thing in the world is to just 
continue doing exactly the same things as we always did – as if nothing has changed. That, to them, means 
passing the test.                                                                                                                                 Cont’d on page 2 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 
6:36pm   CANDLELIGHTING 
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 
RH Day 1 
Nissel 
8:30am Shacharit   
9:00am Kriat Hatorah/Maftir  
9:30am Mussaf 
SBE 
10:00 Shacharit   
10:30am Kriat Hatorah/Maftir 
11:00am Mussaf  
 

7:38pm Earliest time for candlelighting 
 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20 
RH Day 2 
Nissel 
8:30am Shacharit   
9:00am Kriat Hatorah/Maftir 
9:20am Shofar 
9:30am Mussaf 
 SBE 
10:00 Shacharit   
10:30am Kriat Hatorah/Maftir 
10:50am Shofar 
11:00am Mussaf  
 

7:37pm Yom Tov Ends 
  
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 21 
Fast of Gedalia 
5:27am Fast Begins 
7:38 pm Fast ends 
 

All service times are approximate 

 

Tuesday - Friday  6:45am &  6:50pm 
 

Services are on zoom only 

https://zoom.us/j/226829899 

1 Tishrei ● Rosh Hashanah September 18-22 2020 

 Thank you to Barry Novack & Annie Baum for 
sponsoring this weeks Tefilla Notebook in memory 

of Barry's sister, Barbara Novack, Batya bat 
Menachem Mendel a"h, whose yahrtzeit is on 7 

Tishrei 

 

http://zoom.us/j/226829899


 

11 Tammuz ● Chukat Balak  

 YAHRTZEITS 

 

September 

  

This unusual year has 

been different from 

anything we have ever 

experienced.  

 

At this challenging time, 

the bonds that connect 

us have become even 

more meaningful. 

 

We wish you a sweet 

and happy Rosh 

Hashana-good health, 

peace, hope, much 

love, and fulfillment in 

the year ahead. 

 

Chag Sameach & Ktiva 

V’Chatima Tova! 

Shabbat Shalom 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood  

Co-Presidents 

Sisterhood Corner 

 

Rabbi Dunner 

Shani Elhiani 

Simon Elhiani 

Nava Evron 

Andrea Fischmann-Dadon 

Jonas Herskovitz 

Dylan Kestenbaum 

Jessica Samuel 

Sara Silkin 

Scott Silver 

Ildiko Lieberman 
Pessl bat Yoel a"h 

Mother of 
Rikva Nissel 

Yahrtzeit— 5 Tishrei 

Lynn Zeller 
Leah bat Yosef a"h 

Wife of 
Robert Zeller 

Yahrtzeit— 7 Tishrei 

Barbara Novack 
Batya bat Menachem 

Mendel a"h 
Sister of 

Barry Novack 
Yahrtzeit— 7 Tishrei 

Important Information for 

those who have signed up for 

Yom Kippur  

We are mandating that you receive 

a negative COVID-19 test 

within 5 days of Kol Nidre.  

We have scheduled testing at the 

synagogue on Wednesday 

September 16th | 9am - 2:30pm.  

To sign up please go to 

beverlyhillssynagogue.org/covid 

You are welcome to get a test 

elsewhere but your results must be 

submitted to covid@yinbh.org  

by 1pm 25th September 

Cont’d from page 1 

But in reality, had we all stuck rigidly to how life was conducted until March of this year, there would 
have been countless unnecessary infections and deaths – and we would have failed the test 
miserably. Indeed, there are many in the Jewish community who trod this path, with devastating 
consequences.  

That is exactly why the Akeida is read on Rosh Hashana – to wake us up, so that we know how 
important it is to adapt to an ever-evolving situation and not fail the test,  so that our faith can survive 
beyond our lifetimes, into the lives of our children and grandchildren, and so that all that we treasure 
and have fought for so hard will not disappear in senseless acts of whimsical folly and misplaced 
dedication. 

Praying for your safety and health and Shabbat Shalom!  

Rabbi Pini Dunner 

 

For those not attending services the Shofar 

will be blown at the following times and 

locations 

Between 12:15 & 12:30 - Next to the shul - 
9247 Alden Drive 

1pm - Will Rodgers Park (across from the 
Beverly Hills Hotel) 

2pm - Nissel Tennis Court - 717 Crescent 
Drive 

 

Thank you to everyone who sent 
messages, food and good wishes 
while I was recovering from my 

sickness. 

  תודה רבה

Nati Baram & Family 

beverlyhillssynagogue.org/covid
mailto:covid@yinbh.org


 



 


