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Dear Members & Friends, 
Over the past week we have witnessed incredible scenes, as the United Kingdom bids farewell 
to Elizabeth II, Queen for over 70 years – making her the second-longest reigning monarch in 
history. Yes, you read that correctly – the second-longest. Although, it is worth noting that 
while Louis XIV may have been king of France for 72 years, his reign began when he was just 
4, and his mother, Ann of Austria, ruled as regent in his place until he was 13. Queen 
Elizabeth’s 70-year reign began when she was already 26 – well into adulthood – and she 
reached an incredible 96-years-old on the job with undiminished faculties. Which means, in practical terms, 
that Queen Elizabeth was an active monarch for far longer than Louis XIV.  

Alongside her carefully choreographed final journey, and amidst dazzling displays of pomp and ceremony, as 
well as incredible displays of public sympathy and acclamation, the late Queen’s eldest son was declared King 
Charles III. And in the few days since his new role began, he has started transitioning the UK, along with the 
many other countries for whom the British monarch serves as head of state, to the next stage – easing his 
many subjects out of the Queen’s lengthy reign and into a new era, over which he will preside as sovereign. 

The Queen’s passing has brought the British royal family – and its role as the figureheads of a constitutional 
monarchy in a modern democratic country – into sharp focus. One question I have been asked several times 
in recent days is whether it remains appropriate to say the required Jewish ritual blessing over a monarch for 
the British sovereign. After all, the British king or queen has no real power; he or she is merely a figurehead for 
the UK’s democratically elected government – a nominal signatory on laws that are passed by elected 
lawmakers. And while “high treason” – a criminal offense defined as “disloyalty to the Crown” – remains 
almost the only capital crime under British law, royal power is in reality nonexistent. Which makes the idea of 
saying a blessing when one sees the British monarch – a blessing that is recited to acknowledge the 
monarch’s status as an arbiter over life and death, and as the emanation of God’s power in human form – 
seem quite ludicrous. 

But the clue is in the blessing itself: “Blessed are you God, our God, king of the universe”- ם ר וָּדָּ שָּ בָּ בוֹדוֹ לְּ תַן מִכְּ נָּ   שֶׁ
“who has given of His glory to flesh and blood.” As someone pointed out to me this week, “no one in the 
world does pomp and circumstance like the British royal family!” Hollywood directors and producers must 
have salivated as they watched the flawless execution of sumptuous grandeur and majesty unfold for the 
Queen’s final journey, against the backdrop of castles, cathedrals, and palaces, all of them of another age and 
of a standard that even computer-generated imagery would struggle to reproduce.  

If we are to imagine the glory of God’s majesty and envisage what the Heavenly realm might feel like in terms 
of the awesome countenance of a royal presence, there are probably no earthly examples in modernity left 
for us to observe except for the British monarchy. The pageantry surrounding British royal events is perhaps 
the last existing instance of this once ubiquitous model – offering us just a tiny taste, in this world, of celestial 
glory and the magnificence of God’s majesty. That is surely worthy of a blessing which includes God’s name – 
and indeed, the rabbinic consensus in the UK is that the blessing over royals is recited whenever one sees the 
monarch in person. 

But in addition to the extraordinary attraction of the royal pageantry that surrounds the British monarchy, 
there is also something that is particularly compelling about the late Queen herself. As diminutive as she was 
in physical stature, she possessed an extraordinary characteristic which set her head-and-shoulders above 
every other world leader during her extended reign, many if not all of whom had far greater power than her. 
And I believe that it is this quality which has resulted in the widespread attention from across the world, 
drawing so many hundreds of millions of people from every walk of life to watch her end-of-life ceremonies 
and rituals – people for whom the British monarch plays no real role, and yet nonetheless feel drawn to her, 
and are inexplicably saddened by her death. 

King Charles III expressed it beautifully in his address to the nation soon after his mother’s passing: “In her life 
of service, we saw [her] abiding love of tradition, together with [a] fearless embrace of progress.” In these few 
words he encapsulated his late mother’s greatest attribute. The Queen succeeded in doing something that is 
a cherished aspiration for so many but is sadly achieved by so few. People with a conservative inclination balk 
at the idea of progress and change, fearful of what the unknown and untried might bring to the world, while 
those who are devotedly progressive and modern are only too eager to embody the ideal of “out with the old 
and in with the new.” But neither has it right. Because the kind of stability and attainment we all crave is only 
ever achieved by finding a carefully calibrated balance between evolution and revolution, and between 
maintaining the momentum of past achievements even as we embrace innovation and advancement. 

As it happens, Judaism has this skill honed down to a tee. Throughout a rollercoaster history over millennia, 
during which Jews and Judaism have been written off countless times, what has enabled Jewish survival has 
been an unshakeable awe for the past offset by a willingness to adapt to the present and a readiness to 
embrace the future. And it is exactly this quality which made the late Queen Elizabeth so breathtakingly 
unique and special. The Queen certainly represented and revered the past – indeed, she was of the past, 
having been born and become active as an adult in a long bygone era – and yet, she was very much in the 
present: always curious, always informed, and always ready to try something new. 

In his commentary for the Torah portion of Ki Tavo, the late Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks addresses the 
miraculous return in modern times of the Jewish people to the Land of Israel, after a dispersion of almost 
2,000 years: “The return of Jews to Israel marks the start of an old-new era in the life of the people of the 
covenant. Once again, as in the days of Joshua, Jews are faced with the challenge and opportunity of 
constructing a society on the principles of the covenant.” I am so drawn to his turn of phrase: “old-new era” – 
in which being faithful to an ancient and cherished way of life is not just, as he puts it, a “challenge”, but is 
also an “opportunity”. For Queen Elizabeth II this glorious ideal was a lifelong leitmotif. And with God’s help, 
even in her absence, she can be an inspiration for us all to do the same.  

Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom, and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner 

 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

CANDLELIGHTING: 6:40PM 
MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT: 6:30PM 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

GEMARA SHIUR: 8:30AM 

SHACHARIT: 9:15AM 

PIRKEI AVOT SHIUR: 6:25pm 

MINCHA: 6:50 pm 

MAARIV: 7:40pm 

SHABBAT ENDS: 7:42pm 

               

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Shacharit Mincha/Maariv 

Sun 8:00am 6:50pm 

Mon -Thurs 7:00am 6:50pm 

Friday 7:00am 6:30pm 

Welcome to all those joining for 
the TEEN MINYAN this Shabbat at 

10:00am in the beit midrash 

Teen-led services and participation 
followed by a teen-only kiddush 

LAST CHANCE TO RESERVE 

YOUR HIGH HOLIDAY SEATS 

If you have not yet submitted 

your request for High Holiday 
Seats, please do so ASAP.  We 

have started assigning the seats 
and are near capacity.  If you 

have any last minute High 

Holiday seat requests, please 

send it to the office ASAP.  
Rosh Hashanah - Sept 25-27 

Yom Kippur - Oct 4-5 
Please contact the office to 

renew/join and submit your 

request for seats.  

Email: office@yinbh.org 

Call: 310-276-7650 

Welcome New Members 

Barry & Laurelle Wolfe 

This week's Tefilla Notebook is sponsored by  

Maggie & Michael Bayer in memory of Maggie’s 

father, Louis Magenheim, Asher ben Dov Beer z”l, 

whose yahrtzeit is on the 22nd of Elul  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi114PF5evLAhXCMyYKHQ7rA6AQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgwinnettschoolofdance.com%2Fwelcome-and-welcome-back%2F&bvm=bv.118443451,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHuKsSfzSwWfnGiwEz1X_h9yyKApg&ust=1459


 

REMINDER 
 

Statements have been 
emailed to everyone 
with an outstanding 

invoice.  Please make 
sure to pay any open 

balances to the 
Synagogue before the 

New Year.  You can log-
in to your account at 

beverlyhillssynagogue.org 
or call 310-276-7650 

Happy Anniversary 

Jacques & Natalie Wizman 

 

 לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן  שמשון הלוי

Join Rabbi Dunner for 

his Gemara shiur on 

Shabbat and Yom Tov 45 

minutes before 

Shacharit. 

Paul Feder z’’l Gemara 
Shiur 

September 

 

Come celebrate the Chagim with our 
community!  Don’t forget to register for your 

High Holidays seats. 

 

Selichot Service 

Saturday, September17th at 9:45pm 

Inspiring message by Rabbi Dunner followed 
by Selichot service led by  

Chazzan Nati Baram. 
 

“Let My People Know” 

Book Event with author  

Rabbi Arye Lightstone 

Rescheduled to January 2023 

Stay tuned for more updates…! 

 

Mazal Tov 

Congratulations to the newly elected YINBH 
board. 

Wishing them much success leading our shul as 
we forge ahead into the future. Thank you for 

being willing to serve.  

 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents  

Sisterhood Corner 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Joshua Weisman 

Isaac Hertz 

Sandy Gordon 

Auralee Ring 

Andrea Fishmann-Dadon 

Jessica Samuel 

Paulie Kramer 

Shani Elhiani 

Skylar Yamin 

YAHRTZEITS 

Louis Magenheim 
Asher ben Dov Beer z”l 

Father of 
Maggie Bayer 

Yahrtzeit -  22 Elul  

Samuel Cohen 
Shalom ben Yisroel Chaim 

v’Yocheved z”l 
Father of 

Jean Friedman 
Yahrtzeit -  26 Elul  

Kol HaKavod to Tuvia 

Ganz for arranging much-

needed medical supplies 

for the Jewish community 

of Cuba this summer.  

Former US Middle East envoy and 

Abraham Accords architect Jason 

Greenblatt spoke at the home of YINBH 

members Jacques & Natalie Wizman 

about the historic leadup to the most 

significant Middle East diplomatic 

breakthrough in decades. 

https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/


 

 

All current members are invited to renew your membership 

for the upcoming year 5783.  Please visit yinbh.org/renewal   

You can also call the office at 310-276-7650 or email 

office@yinbh.org.   

Membership Renewal 5783 

Reserve your High Holiday Seats!  Once you renew 

your membership, please reserve your High Holiday 

seats.  LAST CHANCE!  

Order your Arba Minim directly from the shul. 

Order by October 3rd   (See separate flyer for details) 

Place Names in the Yizkor Booklet.  Please submit 
by September 19th 

Once you log-in to our website, you can... 

Sign up your children or grandchildren for Youth 

Groups during High Holiday Services 

Beverlyhillssynagogue.org 

THANK YOU  
To everyone who has already renewed their membership.  

LULAV & ETROG ORDER  
We are offering 4 levels of Kosher 

Certified Arba Minim Sets that can be 

purchased directly through the 

Synagogue.  Please visit 

yinbh.org/arbaminim to order your 

set(s) or call the office at 310-276-7650 

Please order by Monday, October 3rd 

Children Set $35 

*Standard $50  

*Mehudar $80 

*Mehudar Deluxe $125 

*With or without Pitom Options 

available 

https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/renewal
beverlyhillssynagogue.org
https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/arbaminim


 

 

The Keilim Mikvah is now open for use.  

You can buzz-in for access via the 

intercom at the entrance to the garage, 

during weekday office hours.    

It is customary to give tzedakah before 

doing to mitzvah of tovelling Keilim.  

You can give a donation directly to the 

keilim mikvah by visiting 

yinbh.org/keilim.   

STEVEN & VIVIAN DORFMAN  

KEILIM MIKVAH 

https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/keilim

