30 Av ● Parshat Re’eh ● Rosh Chodesh Elul

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30
7:03pm
CANDLELIGHTING
6:30pm
MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT
SATURDAY, AUGUST 31 - ROSH CHODESH ELUL
8:15am
RABBI’S GEMARA SHIUR
9:00am
SHACHARIT
6:25pm
PRE MINCHA SHIUR
7:00pm
MINCHA
7:30pm
SEUDAH SHLISHIT
8:05pm
MA’ARIV
8:06pm
SHABBAT ENDS

Sun. September 1
Mon. Labor Day
Tues. September 3
Wed. September 4
Thu. September 5
Fri. September 6

8:00am & 7:10pm
8:00am & 7:10pm
6:30am & 7:10pm
6:30am & 7:10pm
6:20am & 7:10pm
6:30am & 6:30pm

Thank you
To this week's Extended
Kiddush Co-Sponsors:
Jeff Gross & Gina Raphael
in honor of welcoming the
Israel Consul General
Hillel Newman


Samuel & Esther
Thompson in honor of their
daughter Talia Miriam, Ella
& Benjamin's first
grandchild


Howie & Shirin Fialkov in
memory of Howie's
mother, Teddy Fialkov,
Yona Tovah bat Sarah a"h,
whose yahrtzeit is on 1 Elul


Susan & Michael Baum in
memory of Susan's father,
Earl Katz, Yehudah Matyas
ben Yosef HaCohen z"l,
whose yahrtzeit is on 1 Elul

August 30-31, 2019

Dearest Members and Friends,
One of the primary sources of information at any trial is the testimony of witnesses who
“were there”, who saw an event take place in front of them with their own eyes. The legal
term for this is “eyewitness testimony”, and, in particular, this kind of testimony is considered
the most convincing form of evidence at a criminal trial, superseded only by a full
perpetrator confession. That dramatic moment during a trial, when a prosecutor asks the
witness whether they can see the person who committed the crime in the courtroom, and the witness
points to the defendant, is very often the moment that convinces the jury to find the defendant guilty.
The reason why eyewitness testimony is so convincing is that we all see ourselves as good witnesses, and
place great trust in our own perception of what we see. It may be a cliché, but we all instinctively
suppose that “seeing is believing”, and that if someone sees something happening in front of them, what
they say they saw must actually be what happened. It is as simple as that.
But is it really so simple? Eyewitness testimony is not as reliable as we might assume. In fact, it is
notoriously unreliable. Since the introduction of DNA evidence some thirty years ago, the identity of
criminal perpetrators, as proved by forensic science, has often been at odds with the evidence presented
by eyewitness testimony. Indeed, as a result of DNA testing, many previously convicted criminals – who
more often than not were jailed as a direct result of eyewitness testimony – have been released.
According to the organization Innocence Project, “to date, 365 people in the United States have been
exonerated by DNA testing, including 20 who served time on death row.” Of these, more than two thirds
were convicted as a result of eyewitness misidentification and served an average of 14 years in prison
before being exonerated.
As it turns out, the idea that eyewitness testimony is reliable and accurate is empirically testable, and
notwithstanding our instinctive views on the matter, the research is clear – eyewitness testimony is
frequently distorted, usually without the witness even knowing it. The notion that a person’s memory is
accurate, and that our memory records information like a video camera, is simply incorrect. Without
delving into the psychology and neurology behind it, memory is entirely subjective, even when we
believe we are entirely detached and objective. We are all biased to see and exaggerate some
experiences, while we minimize or ignore others.
Jewish law factors this anomaly into the laws regarding evidence, and, for example, forbids witnesses
testifying at the trial of a close relative, on the assumption that such testimony is bound to be tainted by
bias. The laws of those who can be witnesses at a trial are extremely restrictive, and the ability of Jewish
courts to disqualify witnesses extremely powerful. And while the Torah prescribes capital punishment for
a whole range of iniquities, including murder, idol worship and Sabbath-law desecration, in reality the
death sentence was rarely carried out.
The Mishna in Makkot (1:10) records that a Jewish court which sentences a criminal to death once every
seven or possibly seventy years, is considered a homicidal court. Most famously, the same Mishna records
the statement of Rabbi Tarfon and Rabbi Akiva, two of the foremost Talmudic sages, who declared that
were they members of a Sanhedrin, “no person would ever be put to death.” According to the
commentaries this would be achieved by asking the kinds of questions to witnesses that would
undermine the veracity of their testimony, easily done once one realizes the fallibility of eyewitness
testimony.
The portion of Re’eh begins with the verse: ּוקלָ לָ ה
ְ ֹתן ִלפְ נֵיכֶם הַ ּיֹום ְב ָרכָה
ֵ  ְראֵ ה אָ נֹכִ י נ- “see, I give before you
today a blessing and a curse.” Moses, launching into his most significant speech before his passing, and
before the nation embarked on the expedition to take over Canaan, exhorted the Israelites to “see” the
blessing and curse that was laid out before them. All the commentaries take issue with the rather strange
use of the word “see”. The context is wrong, as Moses was not showing them anything. Rather, Moses
should have asked the nation to “listen” to the choices he was about to present, as he articulated them
verbally.
Moses’ message was actually a subtle reminder regarding the fickle nature of sight. Two people can see
exactly the same thing, but while one sees it as a blessing the other might see it as a curse. For the Jewish
nation entering the Promised Land, with all the challenges this dramatic change of circumstances posed,
some might end up seeing the land of the covenant as a curse, even though with informed vision the
reality was that it was a blessing. Moses wanted to crystallize this consciousness and bring it to the
forefront of the nation’s mind. Don’t ever forget, Moses was telling them, that eyewitness testimony is
subjectively biased, but ultimately the only truth is this: that God promised us the land as a blessing. Make
sure to open your eyes to that blessing, and disregard anything that distracts you from this positive
image.
Our lives are replete with countless images, many of which we perceive negatively, seeing them as
burdens and insurmountable challenges. But God’s promise is that everything is good, we just need to
try and see it that way and take it from there. Particularly when it comes to Israel, the land of our heritage
and destiny, there are many who choose to see it as a curse, both within the Jewish world and outside it.
Our job is to remember that sight is unreliable, and we must look to see the blessings and to ensure that
this is the eyewitness testimony we deliver to the world at large. It must be the choice we make.
Wishing you Shabbat Shalom and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner

Shiur
forFeder
Ladies z’’l Gemara Shiur
Paul

Sisterhood Corner

The Sisterhood proudly presents the following
upcoming events!
August
Can you believe summer is coming to
an end? We can’t!!!
September
The High Holidays are
approaching...get your spiritual “fix”
and join us for our annual
Pre-Rosh Hashanah Shiur,
Thursday, September 26th 7:30pm,
given this year by
Rabbi Pini Dunner.
Have a great Labor Day and enjoy the
holiday weekend!
Have a wonderful Shabbat!
Cecile & Ruthie
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

The new Art Installation in the
Synagogue Lobby has been
commissioned by

Larry and Judith Garshofsky.

From the ashes of the
Holocaust to the
reunification of
Yerushalayim: “We must
never forget the six million!
May HaShem always bless
Medinat Yisrael with peace
and prosperity.”

Natalie & Daniel
Teboul

Maureen Murad
Miriam bat Yonatan a"h
Mother of
Caroline Azouz
Yahrtzeit— 30 Av

Join Rabbi Dunner for his Gemara
shiur on Shabbat morning 45 minutes
before Shacharit.

לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן שמשון הלוי

EXPLORING HALACHA
Join Nati Baram every Shabbat afternoon
35 minutes before mincha as he explores an
interesting topic of Jewish law with the
Teddy Fialkov
Yona Tovah bat Sarah a"h
aid of ancient and contemporary texts.
Mother of
Howie Fialkov
Yahrtzeit— 1 Elul
Joseph Hirt
Yosef ben Zev z"l
Husband of
Lois Hirt
Yahrtzeit— 1 Elul

Join Rabbi Dunner each Wednesday morning
at 8:30am for the weekly ladies Parsha Shiur
as he explores the weekly Torah portion
through the eyes of the classic commentators.
The class will not meet for 2 weeks
and will meet next on
Wednesday, September 18th 2019 at 8:30am.

Earl Katz
Yehuda Matyas ben Yosef
HaCohen z"l
Father of
Susan Baum
Yahrtzeit— 1 Elul
Philip Raykoff
Feivel ben Chuna z"l
Father of
Howard Raykoff
Yahrtzeit— 1 Elul

New Members
Yehudah and Simi Feigen
Sidney Stoll

Rabbi Tzvi Roszler

Rav Tzvi Elimelech ben Meir z"l

Father of
Esther Kandel
Yahrtzeit— 6 Elul

If you would like to join the
Mincha/Maariv WhatsApp Group,
please send a message to the
Rabbi on Whatsapp at
310-499-3407

Ilana Kellerman

Alex Masket

Aliza Kellerman

Nilly Shecter Evron

Sarah Kellerman

Daniel Shlomi

Jesse Kellerman

Jaden Silver

Emil Kestenbaum

Sean Silver

Harrison Kestenbaum

Dana Szfrankski
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SAVE THE DATE - SEPTEMBER 21ST

Rav David Stav
Scholar in Residence September 13 - 14

R

abbi David Stav is the Chief
Rabbi of the city of Shoham
and the co-founder and
chairman of Tzohar, an Israel
organization hat fosters vibrant and
inspiring Jewish identity in order
toguarantee the Jewish future of the
State of Israel. Tzohar provides an
array of Jewish lifecycle programs and
services for hundreds of thousands of
Israelis every year, shapes Jewish life in Israel through
advocacy and legislation, and cultivates an influential and
responsive Religious Zionist leadership. With over 1,000
volunteers and a firm commitment to Jewish Law, Tzohar is
a socially conscious movement securing an ethical,
inclusive, and united Jewish society.
Rav Stav is a graduate of Yeshivat Mercaz Harav and holds
semicha for dayanut from the Chief Rabbinate of Israel. He
is a leading rabbinic figure in the Religious Zionist
community in Israel, and was recently a front runner to
become Israel's Chief Rabbi. He is a noted posek who has
written halachic works which address cutting-edge issues
at the intersection of Jewish law and modern life. He and
his wife, Aviva, live in Shoham and have nine children.

JONATHAN DAVIS
Jonathan Davis is Vice-President for External
Relations at the Interdisciplinary Center,
Herzliya, Israel’s first private university. He
heads the Raphael Recanati International
School and is a Member of the Advisory Board
of the International Institute for CounterTerrorism. Mr. Davis also serves as a
Lieutenant Colonel (Res) in the IDF Spokesman’s office.
Jonathan served in a paratrooper reconnaissance unit that was
commanded by former Minister of Defense Shaul Mofaz. This unit
executed many behind-the-lines missions, including a mission on the
Syrian-Iraqi border during the 1973 Yom Kippur War. He served as
a reservist paratrooper during the first Lebanon war. He was an
IDF Spokesperson during the intifada and the 2nd Lebanon war.
Mr. Davis was an active participant in the rescue of Ethiopian
Jewry during “Operation Solomon”. In 1978 he served as an
emissary of the Prime Minister’s office in the Former Soviet Union,
visiting Stalingrad, Moscow and Uzbekistan, while meeting Jewish
activists. Mr. Davis also served as emissary for the Jewish Agency
for Israel in Cape Town, Boston, and Rome.
Born in England and raised in the United States, Mr. Davis was
educated at Columbia University, the Jewish Theological Seminary,
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Tel Aviv University.
Mr. Davis is married with four children and 7
grandchildren. He lives in Kochav Yair, a community
located in the Sharon region. His hobby is mountain
biking, and he rides extensively with the IDC
Executive Education CEO biking group.

ADDITIONAL FORMS AND INFO
See the literature table in the shul lobby to pick up the below
forms. They can also be found in your membership renewal
packets that have been mailed out or at
beverlyhillssynagogue.shulcloud.com

Arba Minim Order Form

Yizkor Booklet Form

Youth Groups Sign Up Form

Feel free to call the
shul office with any
questions at
310-276-7650

Vaccination Policy

High Holiday Schedule
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