Thank you to Barry Novack & Annie Baum for
sponsoring this week's Tefilla Notebook in memory
of Barry's mother, Jean Novack, Sheindel bat
Menachem Mendel a"h, whose yahrtzeit is on 5 Av.

August 2-3, 2019

2 Av ● Parshat Matot-Massei

GUEST ARTICLE FROM RABBI DAVID STAV, CHIEF RABBI OF SHOHAM & LEADER OF TZOHAR
FRIDAY, AUGUST 2
7:35pm
CANDLELIGHTING
6:30pm
MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT
SATURDAY, AUGUST 3
8:15am
RABBI’S GEMARA SHIUR
9:00am
SHACHARIT
7:00pm
PRE MINCHA SHIUR
7:35pm
MINCHA
7:55pm
SEUDAH SHLISHIT
8:35pm
MA’ARIV
8:37pm
HAVDALAH

Sun, August 4
Mon, August 5
Tues. August 6
Wed. August 7
Thu. August 8
Fri. August 9

8:00am & 7:35pm
6:20am & 7:35pm
6:30am & 7:35pm
6:30am & 7:35pm
6:20am & 7:35pm
6:30am & 6:30pm

YOUTH GROUP SHABBOS SCHEDULE

10:00

Free play, games & books.

10:40

Snack time, Parsha story &
questions

11:10

Into shul to kiss the Torah
Circle time - davening, singing,
Shabbat songs & games. (Ping pong,
foosball, basketball)

11:30

Kids service ends

Thank You
Seudah Shlishit sponsored by
Lee Samson in memory of his
father, Julius Samson,
Yehonatan ben Eliyahu
Menachem z"l, whose
yahrtzeit is on 6 Av.

Tisha B'av Schedule
SHABBAT AUGUST 10TH
6:00pm Mincha
THERE IS NO
COMMUNAL
SEUDAT SHLISHIT
One must stop all eating &
drinking by 7:45pm
8:31pm Havdalah
8:45pm Maariv
followed by Megillat Eicha
SUNDAY, AUGUST 11TH
8:00am Shacharit/Kinot
6:30pm Film Screening
(Amnesia) in the Samson
Family Social Hall
7:45pm Mincha with tefillin
& leining
8:20pm Maariv followed
by Havdalah

Dear YINBH Members and LA Friends,
There is no disputing that an election cycle in all countries – and Israel is certainly no exception to that rule –
brings out some of the worst traits in humanity. People who at other times can be the best of friends and
neighbors suddenly find themselves in heated debates, and screaming matches on street corners are almost
commonplace.
This is a sad reality and one that demands examination particularly during this time of year when Jewish
tradition mandates us to seek out unity so we can avoid the tragedies of the past. The period of the Jewish
calendar classically referred to as the “three weeks”, is a time of self-reflection, when tradition inspires us to
ask what we can do to limit such conflict within our societies so that similar tragedies need not repeat
themselves.
While division that results in destruction and death are obviously tragic, it is important to acknowledge that
within Jewish tradition, and indeed within human interactions in general, the very existence of differing
viewpoints are not a negative. It is the question of how we deal with them that transform them into a
positive.
The very fact that we live in a society that thrives on our ability to speak out and debate issues in public is
nothing short of a miracle and one that we deserve to celebrate. In ancient times it was commonplace that
disputes of all types were resolved in the most violent of means. In modern Israel, as heated as election
cycles and parliamentary debates might be, we can take pride in knowing that they are designed to be
concluded with our legal right to vote. And that the results of those elections will be respected. Or the
following elections as the case might be.
It is also important to understand that the objective of our political process is not to impose one way of life
over another. Even the most bitter left-right disputes in Israeli society are predicated upon the
understanding that we all have a desire to live together. Specifically how and where the limits of that
existence might be are up for debate but at the end of the day, we as a Jewish people share a common
desire for the others right to happiness and success.
As noted, much is spoken about unity as an ideal that needs to be strived for in Israeli society. That is
certainly true but we make a mistake when we confuse unity for uniformity.
The beauty of Jewish life throughout the ages is that that we recognize that differing viewpoints have the
right to exist without impinging upon our ability to thrive as one people with one heart.
The rabbinic scholar, Rabbi Naftali Zvi Berlin, commonly known as the Netziv, lived in 19th century Europe
and wrote that a main cause for the destruction of the Temples was that people tended to think that those
who thought differently were ignoramuses. All too many of us tend to believe that if someone disagrees
with us or lives differently then we might, then that is a legitimate reason for disunity. But the reality is that
we can and should think differently and still be able to live as brothers and sisters.
Certainly that is an ideal which is far easier to embrace in theory than in practice and contemporary society is
a very real example of that challenge.
But if there is any lesson that we can take as we approach yet another election cycle and one that has all the
potential to be particularly contentious it is that our people’s divisiveness must be recognized as a sign of our
individuality rather than our disunity. It is that character that has allowed us to thrive over history and one
which must be embraced as we continue to build a nation defined by all its people and communities.
Wishing you Shabbat Shalom from Eretz Yisrael, Rav Stav

R

abbi David Stav is the Chief Rabbi of the city of Shoham and the cofounder and chairman of Tzohar, an Israel organization hat fosters
vibrant and inspiring Jewish identity in order toguarantee the Jewish
future of the State of Israel. Tzohar provides an array of Jewish lifecycle
programs and services for hundreds of thousands of Israelis every year, shapes
Jewish life in Israel through advocacy and legislation, and cultivates an influential
and responsive Religious Zionist leadership. With over 1,000 volunteers and a
firm commitment to Jewish Law, Tzohar is a socially conscious movement
securing an ethical, inclusive, and united Jewish society.
Rav Stav is a graduate of Yeshivat Mercaz Harav and holds semicha for dayanut
from the Chief Rabbinate of Israel. He is a leading rabbinic figure in the Religious
Zionist community in Israel, and was recently a front runner to become Israel's
Chief Rabbi. He is a noted posek who has written halachic works which address
cutting-edge issues at the intersection of Jewish law and modern life. He and his
wife, Aviva, live in Shoham and have nine children.
Rav Stav will be joining us as a Scholar in Residence September 13-14.

Shiur
forFeder
Ladies z’’l Gemara Shiur
Paul

Sisterhood Corner
August
Beauty & Beasts: J. Paul Getty Center
Museum Tour
A giant thank you to Deborah B.
Thompson for leading a wonderfully
engaging tour of the beautiful
collection highlights of the Getty
Center and the tranquil central
garden. Thank you to Madeline for your
administrative assistance and many
thanks to all those who joined us!
We all had a chance to share our
thoughts on, “What makes something
beautiful?” We had a variety of artistic
favorites from Rembrandt’s the Girl in
Blue to works by Bernini, van Gogh,
Monet, Cézanne, Thompson and
Vermeer and many more! Beauty is in
the eye of the beholder!
We saw ‘beauty in beasts’ when
viewing the vibrant and fascinating
images of the bestiary, a popular
medieval book. The stunning images of
animals tumbling, soaring and racing
truly brought real and fantastical
creatures to life. Deborah’s
incorporation of Biblical themes and
Jewish history gave us a deeper
understanding of the bestiary.
We are looking forward to seeing new
and familiar faces at the next museum
event!
Have a wonderful Shabbat!
Cecile & Ruthie
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Jean Novack
Sheindel bat Menachem
Mendel a"h

Mother of
Barry Novack
Yahrtzeit—5 Av

Julius Samson
Yehonatan ben Eliyahu
Menachem Samson z"l
Father of
Lee Samson
Yahrtzeit— 26 Tammuz

Elie Gindi
Simon Rubinstein

Join Rabbi Dunner for his Gemara
shiur on Shabbat morning 45 minutes
before Shacharit.

לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן שמשון הלוי

EXPLORING HALACHA
Join Nati Baram every Shabbat afternoon
35 minutes before mincha as he explores an
interesting topic of Jewish law with the
aid of ancient and contemporary texts.

Join Rabbi Dunner each Wednesday
morning at 8:30am for the weekly ladies
Parsha Shiur as he explores the weekly
Torah portion through the eyes of the classic
commentators. The next class will meet next
on Wednesday, August 7th 2019 at 8:30am.

Ittai Louie
Reuben Grabel
David Silver
Chavi Hertz
Jonathan Kellerman

Behrouz & Nora
Soroudi

Saturday, August 10- Sunday, August 11
Fast Begins (Sat): 7:45pm Shachrit/Kinnot: 8:00am Mincha: 7:45pm Maariv: 8:20pm

FILM SCREENING: AMNESIA

Film Begins at
6:30pm

AMNESIA combines the personal,
political, and historical, tracing the
horror of a pogrom committed
against the Jewish residents of
the Polish city of Kielce on the 4th
of July, 1946. This atrocity was
committed by their neighbors,
fellow Poles of Kielce. This film
seeks to gain some perspective
on the Kielce Pogrom, an event
that has been all but scrubbed
from the history of Poland. The
filmmaker searches for answers,
even reflecting on his own family's
complicity (and perhaps more) in the event.

MEMBERS
TOWN HALL MEETING
AUGUST 18TH 6:30PM
• Results of the Member
Surveys
• Security Briefing on
new security
improvements

• Review of the Gala
• Address from the
Treasurer
• Address from the
President

Please return all surveys to the office by August 5th

