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Dear Members & Friends, 

Over the past week, schools across the United States reopened for in-person learning, 
anticipating the first uninterrupted academic year since 2018-19. But while just a few weeks 
ago the horizon seemed clear, with no hurdles or pitfalls in sight, the Delta variant has 
thrown a curveball, and some states have decided to continue offering virtual learning, at 
least until under-12s are vaccinated. This unexpected setback has once again brought into 
focus the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has had on the ordinary day-to-day lives of ordinary 
families. In the spring and early summer, we all imagined the worst was behind us, as we slowly and 
carefully lifted restrictions, only to see our lives upended once again, and uncertainty set back in. 

As long ago as June 2020, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
issued a preliminary report on the long-term impact of school closures across the world as a result of 
COVID. At that time, according to the report, COVID-19 had “forced school closures in 188 countries, 
disrupting the learning process of more than 1.7 billion children, youth, and their families.” This 
staggering statistic is unparalleled in the full span of human history.  

At that early stage of the pandemic, OECD envisaged the imminent reopening of schools – a prediction 
that proved to be both premature and imprudent. But what struck me most about the report at the time, 
and has been weighing on my mind ever since, was the attempt to define the long-term effect of an 
interrupted education on the emerging generation. This week, a new report by the Northern Ireland 
Commissioner for Children and Young People (NICCY) recorded that over half of the 16-year-olds who 
participated in the research felt that their mental and emotional health had deteriorated as a result of the 
pandemic. The BBC quoted the report as saying that “the long-term impact of the pandemic on children 
and young people’s mental health has the potential to be significant, particularly if appropriate support 
and intervention is not provided.” 

The OECD report referred to the effects of school closures on children as “hysteresis,” a term usually used 
to describe the impact of long-term unemployment on a workforce. In June 2020, hysteresis for school-
age kids was expected to be limited: “The effects of 2 months of disrupted learning may fade out by the 
time students complete their school education.” Now, after well over a year of sustained disruption, it is 
clear that the trauma will reverberate for years, probably decades.  

In a comprehensive article in the latest issue of the British Medical Journal – one of the world’s oldest and 
most respected medical publications – the range of experts authoring the article readily acknowledged 
that not enough useful data has been gathered to help map the future for children affected by the 
pandemic. They added that while “many children and adolescents remain resilient over time and may 
recover rapidly after disasters such as a pandemic … their experiences and the burden of sustained, 
multiple stressors – including prior trauma, illness, attachment disruption, grief, isolation, closed borders, 
and home confinement – may result in a range of challenges to their mental health and wellbeing, both 
short and long term.” 

All of this only reinforces what we already know, but which has become so much clearer over the past 
eighteen months – that the full effects of incidents and disruptions in our lives plays out over time, and 
sometimes over a very long period of time. Particularly when it comes to education, the knowledge we 
gain and the experiences we have while at school play a significant role in our ongoing development, 
even years later, and missing out on those experiences may harm our progress immeasurably and 
irreparably. 

There is a very powerful reference to this idea in Parshat Ki Tavo, albeit from the opposite perspective. 
During one of his final public addresses to the Jewish nation as they prepared to enter the Promised 
Land, Moses made the following jarring statement (Deut. 29:3): ְולֹא ָנַתן ה' ָלֶכם ֵלב ָלַדַעת ְוֵעיַנִים ִלְראֹות ְוָאְזַנִים
 ”.God didn’t give you a heart to know, eyes to see, and ears to hear, until this day - “ִלְשֹמַע ַעד ַהיֹום ַהֶזה 
Considering the fact that the Jewish nation had just completed forty years of living in the wilderness 
under God’s personal supervision after He liberated them from Egypt and gave them the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, to suggest they had somehow been clueless and uninformed until now seems hyperbolic, to say 
the least. 

But Moses wanted to convey the value of time when it comes to education and knowledge. Educators 
and teachers often find their work frustrating, convinced that they are getting nowhere with their 
students. The hard work of teaching is often unrewarding in the moment, offering no immediate 
indication that you are having any impact. And then, years later, you’ll meet a former pupil, and they will 
repeat some nugget of information you taught them years before, and then they tell you that the 
experience of learning from you had enhanced their lives.  

Parents experience the same doubts as teachers, looking for instant indicators that their efforts with their 
children are achieving the desired results. Usually, such expectations are futile. But as your children 
progress into adulthood and begin building their own lives and families, your input all those years earlier 
– all the sweat and the many tears – begins to surface. Sometimes your kids will acknowledge it, often 
they do not – but either way you will quietly check the boxes, as long-forgotten lessons and ideals you 
thought had simply gone over your kids’ heads emerge as ideals that underscore their lives. 

If there is one lesson we should all learn from the COVID pandemic, it is that the value of education can 
never be overestimated. With what we already know about how the lives of our children have been 
affected by disrupted schooling, and how it will continue to affect them well into the future, and in the 
knowledge that even the loftiest generation of Jews in all of history had to wait forty years before the full 
impact of their communion with God gave them “a heart to know, eyes to see, and ears to hear,” we 
must redouble our efforts to ensure that we don’t casually abandon the next generation to oblivion. The 
message from Moses is clear – the effects of what we do today will still be felt forty years into the future. 

Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner 

 

SUN         8:00AM & 7:15PM 

MON -- THUR        7:00AM & 7:15PM 

FRI                         7:00AM & 6:30PM 

 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 27 

CANDLELIGHTING 7:07pm 

FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICES 6:30pm 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28 

GEMARA SHIUR 8:30AM 

SHACHARIT 9:15AM 

MINCHA 7:15PM 

MAARIV: 8:05PM 

SHABBAT ENDS: 8:09PM 

WELCOME 
David Siegel is the President 

of the Friends of ELNET 

(European Leadership 

Network), the most important 

organization strengthening the 

relationship between Europe 

and Israel. David is a former 

Israeli diplomat involved in foreign policy 

formulation at the highest levels. He served 

as Consul General to the Southwest United 

States, Chief of Staff to Israel’s Deputy Minister 

of Foreign Affairs, Director of the Foreign 

Ministry’s International Organizations 

Department, and Chief of Staff to three of 

Israel’s Ambassadors to the United States. He 

holds an MA in international relations from the 

Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy and a BA in 

political science from the University of Vermont.  
 

He will speak following services.  

MAZAL TOV 

Aaron and Judy Lampert  

on the engagement of their son 
Yosef to Tal Politi.  

Mazal Tov to  
Grandfather 

Dr. Stephen Schloss  

MAZAL TOV 

With gratitude to Hashem,  

Moshe and Helen Sassover  

are delighted to announce the 
engagement of their son  

Jonathan Sassover  

to Debbie Snitcovsky,  

daughter of  

Judy and Julio Snitcovsky.  



 

August 

 

Join us for an evening honoring  

The Soldiers of Nahal Haredi! 

Tuesday, August 31, 2021 at 6:00pm 

 Sponsorship opportunities available! 

For more information contact 
jenna.griffin@fidf.org 

 

Save the date! 

Our annual Pre-Rosh Hashana Shiur  

in memory of Anne Samson A”H  

featuring Rabbi Arye Sufrin  

Strengthening Our Community:  

Teshuva Bein Adam L’Chaveiro  

will be held on Wednesday, September 1st at 
8:00pm at a private residence in Beverly Hills 

Register to office@yinbh.org 

 

Coming Soon! 

Our Rosh Hashanah Luncheon 

Tuesday, September 7th at 1:00pm 

Catered by Pat’s!  

RSVP at beverlyhillssynagogue.org 

 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

 

Nathaniel Broidy 

Mark Goldenberg 

Sarah Matanky 

Ilana Kellerman 

Aliza Kellerman 

Emil Kestenbaum 

Harrison Kestenbaum 

Jesse Kellerman 

Jaden Silver 

Sean Silver 

Sisterhood Corner 

Happy  Anniversary 
Shawney & Richard Fine 
Michael & Maggie Bayer 
Michael & Susan Baum 
Gary & Nava Dordick 

Natalie & Daniel Teboul 

 YAHRTZEITS 

 Membership Renewal 5782 
All current members are invited to renew your 

membership for the upcoming year 5782.  This year, to 

make it easier, you can log-in to your account to view 

your invoice and you can pay online or send a check.   

You can also call the office at 310-276-7650  

or email office@yinbh.org.   

Rosh Hashanah is less than 2 weeks away! 

 

SAVE THE DATES 
Selichot Service  

 Motzei Shabbat, August 28th at 9:45pm 

Deadline for Ordering Arba Minim  

 Mon, Aug 30th at 3pm 

Pre-Rosh Hashanah Shiur 

 Wednesday, September 1st at 8:00pm 

Yizkor Booklet Submission Deadline  

 Thursday, September 2nd 

Rosh Hashana  

 Mon, September 6th - Wed, September 8th 

Rosh Hashana Luncheon  

 Tuesday, Sept 7th at 1:00pm 

Fast of Gedalia  

 Tuesday, September 9th 

Shabbat Shuva Drasha  

 Shabbat, September 11th at 6:15pm 

Virtual Yizkor  

 Wednesday, September 15th at 11:00am 

Yom Kippur  

 Wed, September 15th - Thurs, Sept 16th 

Arba Minim Pickup  

Sun Sept19th 9am-1pm & Mon, Sept 20th 10am-1pm 
 

Sukkot   

 Monday, Sept 20th - Wed, Sept 22nd 

Shabbat Chol Hamoed  

 Sat, September 25th 
Hoshana Raba/Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah  

 Mon, Sep 27th - Wed, September 29th  

 

 

 

 

Beverlyhillssynagogue.org 

Order your Arba Minim directly 

from the shul.  

Order by Aug  30th   

Place Names in the Yizkor Booklet.   

Submit by Sept 2nd 

Reserve your High Holiday Seats!  Once 

you renew your membership, please 

reserve your seats for the High Holidays.   

Also on our website, you can: 

Pay an outstanding pledges.  View 

past transactions.   

Louis Magenheim 
Asher ben Dov z"l 

Father of  
Maggie Bayer 

Yahrtzeit - 22 Elul 

THANK YOU 

Next week’s Parsha Shiur is 
sponsored by  

Maggie & Michael Bayer 

 in memory of Maggie's father, 
Louis Magenheim, Asher ben Dov 
z"l, whose yahrtzeit is on 22 Elul 

MANDATED VACCINATIONS 
As a result of the dramatic rise in 
infections in LA County due to the 

Delta variant, those attending 
YINBH services over High Holidays 

will need to be vaccinated.  
Children under 12 may not attend 

high holiday services. 

OUTDOOR SERVICES FOR 

ROSH HASHANA & YOM 

KIPPUR 

We are arranging for parallel 

services at an outdoor location, 

at a tennis court in the home of 

one of our members (Arden 

Drive, close to Sunset Blvd). 

Masks will not be required at the 

outdoor services, although they 

remain recommended. Rabbi 

Dunner will attend both the 

indoor and outdoor services, and 

both Chazan Nati Baram and 

Rabbi Alan Kalinsky will be in 

attendance, ensuring that every 

aspect of our davening will be as 

it should be.  

If you have not already done 

so, please advise the office 

staff which venue you would 

prefer, and how many seats 

will be required so we can 

plan accordingly. 

beverlyhillssynagogue.org


 



 


