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Dear Members & Friends, 

There is a widely-circulated apocryphal story about the British philosopher Bertrand 
Russell (1872-1970) which purports that while he was the Professor of Ethics at 
Harvard University, he engaged in an adulterous affair with one of the other 
professor’s wives. Harvard’s Board of Overseers called him in to express their 
disapproval for his gross indiscretion, but Russell protested that his private life had nothing 
whatsoever to do with them, and in any event, he told them, his teaching was unaffected by the 
affair.  

“But you are Professor of Ethics!” one of the board members exploded, “how can you possibly 
suggest that your performance as an ethics professor is not affected by your extremely unethical 
private life?”  

“I was a Professor of Geometry at Cambridge,” Russell responded, “but no one ever asked me why 
I was not a triangle.” 

There are several problems with this story, not least of which is that Bertrand Russell was never a 
professor of ethics at Harvard University, nor was he a professor of geometry at Cambridge. And 
although he was in residence at Harvard during the spring term of 1914, when he conducted 
courses in the Logic and Theory of Knowledge, it is highly unlikely that any amorous misdeeds he 
might have committed during those few months would have resulted in him being hauled up in 
front of the senior leadership of the college. 

The story probably originates with something Russell may have told his students about Aristotle. 
There’s an anecdote about the Greek philosopher – with equally dubious provenance – that has 
him going out into the countryside with his students, and becoming overcome with hunger. He 
promptly catches a rabbit and rips off one of its legs while it’s still alive, and eats the leg raw. His 
students are shocked. “How is it that Aristotle, the greatest of all philosophers, can stoop to do 
something so low?” they ask him. To which he responds, blithely: “When I’m teaching, I’m 
Aristotle; but when I’m not teaching – I’m just a human being.” And in Russell’s version of the 
story, Aristotle’s response is simply: “Is a mathematician a triangle?”  

Russell was – at best – amoral when it came to his personal behavior. But to be fair, he never hid 
behind moral grandstanding in a way that might have led others to consider him a hypocrite. On 
the contrary, he actively advocated for a break from religious faith and for sexual liberation as part 
of his approach to metaphysics and the human condition, as evidenced in his seminal 1927 
lecture “Why I am not a Christian,” his 1929 book “On Marriage and Morals,” and his 1936 essay 
“Our Sexual Ethics.” In 1940, Russell was embroiled in a controversy over his appointment as a 
professor at New York’s City College, after the Episcopal Bishop of New York protested that he 
was unfit to serve as an educator, and a parent sued the college, claiming that her daughter’s 
morality would be irreparably damaged by being exposed to Russell. The furor dragged through 
the courts and Russell was ultimately denied tenure. 

I don’t want to be construed as a Bertrand Russell basher, particularly because – despite his 
progressive leanings – he was an outspoken defender of Israel’s right to exist. “I have come 
gradually to see,” he said, “that in a dangerous and largely hostile world, it is essential for Jews to 
have some country which is theirs, some region where they are not suspected aliens, some state 
which embodies what is distinctive in their culture.”  

Sadly, after the 1967 Six-Day War and already well into his 90s, Russell condemned Israel’s 
“aggression” and advocated an immediate return to pre-1967 borders. But as he once said 
himself, “the hardest thing to learn in life is which bridge to cross and which to burn,” and he was 
the first one to admit that he didn’t always get it right. Nevertheless, Russell said a great many 
very clever things, and was both sharp and wise in his observations of life and regarding the 
foibles of humanity. 

In which case, irrespective of whether the triangle story is true or not, the question remains: is it 
appropriate to learn important lessons about how one should behave from someone who is 
brilliant, but morally flawed? The definitive Jewish answer can be found in the second paragraph 
of the Shema prayer, in Parshat Eikev (Deut. 11:18-19), which we recite twice daily:  י ת ְדָברַׂ ם אֶּ ְמתֶּ ְושַׂ
ם  ת ְבֵניכֶּ ם ֹאָתם אֶּ ְדתֶּ ם ... ְוִלמַׂ ְבכֶּ ל ְלבַׂ ה עַׂ  you should place these matters on your heart… and you”-  ֵאלֶּ
should teach them to your children.”  

The message of the second verse’s proximity to the first is that it does not appear in a vacuum. On 
the contrary, the second verse is utterly contingent on the first. The Torah wants us to know that 
it is imperative for those who give moral instruction and encourage ethical behavior to be 
paradigms of morality and ethics, as well as exemplars of integrity and moral aspiration. Equally, it 
is incumbent on those who choose their teachers and mentors to choose only those who 
represent the values they impart. To do otherwise is merely to provide yourself with an excuse to 
give in to human frailty.  

Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom, and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner 

 
 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 19th 

CANDLELIGHTING: 7:17PM 
MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT: 6:30PM 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20th 

GEMARA SHIUR: 8:30AM 

SHACHARIT: 9:15AM 

PIRKEI AVOT SHIUR: 7:00PM 

MINCHA: 7:25pm 

MAARIV: 8:15pm 

SHABBAT ENDS: 8:19pm 

               

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosh Chodesh Elul is on  

Saturday, August 27th and 

Sunday, August 28th  

 Shacharit Mincha/Maariv 

Sun 8:00am 7:25pm 

Mon-Thurs 7:00am 7:25pm 

Friday 7:00am 6:30pm 

 

 

SIENNA TEBOUL 
On your Bat Mitzvah! 

 
 
 

To Daniel and Natalie Teboul 
for sponsoring the kiddush 
luncheon in honor of their 

daughter’s Bat Mitzvah 

MAZAL TOV 

THANK YOU 



 

 

 לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן  שמשון הלוי

Join Rabbi Dunner for his 

Gemara shiur on Shabbat 

and Yom Tov 45 minutes 

before Shacharit. 

Paul Feder z’’l Gemara Shiur 

August/September 

Getting close to the end of Summer  

Join us for some fabulous events 

 

Calling all music lovers! 

Do good while enjoying Tikvah Slifkin’s amazing 
musical performance along with Chazzan Nati Baram 

and Colin Schachat 

Shaare Zedek Benefit Concert 

Monday, August 22nd at 7:00 pm 

Get your tickets at  

beverlyhillssynagogue.org/concert 

 

Exploring Jewish History with Rabbi Pini Dunner  

NEW Episode this week Premiering on YouTube!  

More info at beverlyhillssynagogue.org/jewishhistory 

 

Annual Pre-Rosh Hashana shiur in memory of 
Anne Samson A”H 

“My Light and My Salvation”  

– What’s Psalm 27 All About? 

By Rabbi Yitzchak Etshalom Tuesday, September 
20th at 7:30pm RSVP: beverlyhillssynagogue.org  

Location TBD 

 

Shabbat Shalom,  

Cecile & Ruthie  

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

Sisterhood Corner 

Happy Anniversary 

Victor & Jacqueline 
Cohenca 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Leah Hazani 

Yaakov Cohenca 

Annie Baum 

Jordan Rubinstein 

YAHRTZEITS 

 

The Keilim Mikvah is now open for use.  You 

can buzz-in for access via the intercom at the 

entrance to the garage, during weekday 

office hours.    

It is customary to give tzedakah before doing 

to mitzvah of tovelling Keilim.  You can give a 

donation directly to the keilim mikvah by 

visiting beverlyhillssynagogue.org/keilim.   

STEVEN & VIVIAN DORFMAN  

KEILIM MIKVAH 

William Graysen 
Beil ben Moshe z”l 

Husband of 
Susan Graysen 
Yahrtzeit -  25 Av  

Victor E. Kaplan 
Yitzchok Avigdor ben 

Binyomin HaCohen z”l 
Father of 

Jay Kaplan 
Yahrtzeit -  26 Av  

 

All current members are invited to 

renew your membership for the 

upcoming year 5783.  Please visit 

yinbh.org/renewal   

You can also call the office at 310-276-

7650 or email office@yinbh.org.   

Membership Renewal 5783 

Reserve your High Holiday 

Seats!  Once you renew your 

membership, please reserve 

your High Holiday seats.   

Order your Arba Minim 

directly from the shul. 

Order by October 3rd  

Place Names in the Yizkor 

Booklet.  Please submit by 
September 19th 

Once you log-in to our website, you can... 

Sign up your children or 

grandchildren for Youth 

Groups during High Holiday 

Services 

Beverlyhillssynagogue.org 

Our next General YINBH 

Membership Meeting and 

Elections will be held on  

Tuesday, September 13th at 

7:15pm in the shul.   

The meeting and voting will take 

place in-person only.  The new 

slate will be sent to all members 

at least 2 weeks before the 

meeting.  In order to guarantee 

a quorum for the election, 

please RSVP at 

yinbh.org/meeting.  Only full 

members in good standing are 

permitted to vote.  

THANK YOU  
To everyone who has already renewed 

their membership.  

BAGEL BREAKFAST 

Sunday morning bagel breakfast 

following Shacharit is Sponsored 

by David Meller in memory of 

David’s mother, Anita Meller 

a”h as he is coming to the end of 

saying kadish.  David will be 

bringing kosher Scottish smoked 

salmon from England.   

Shacharit is at 8:00am followed 

by breakfast 

https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/keilim
https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/renewal
beverlyhillssynagogue.org
https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/event/general-membership-meeting-.html


 

LULAV & ETROG ORDER  
We are offering 4 levels of Kosher 

Certified Arba Minim Sets that can be 

purchased directly through the 

Synagogue.  Please visit 

yinbh.org/arbaminim to order your 

set(s) or call the office at 310-276-7650 

Please order by Monday, October 3rd 

Children Set $35 

*Standard $50  

*Mehudar $80 

*Mehudar Deluxe $125 

*With or without Pitom Options 

available 

https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/arbaminim


 


