
 

Dearest Members and Friends, 

A coalition of strictly-Orthodox Jews, devout Catholics, and elite private schools in New York are 
joining forces to oppose an initiative that would impose what they are required to teach in their 
educational establishments. 

A range of regulations from New York state’s Department of Education intends to ensure that all 
private schools will provide a level of education that is at least as good as that provided in public schools. Those 
who oppose the new regulations claim that not only are these regulations unnecessary, but that they also pose 
an unlawful threat to their autonomy. But a number of brave Jewish advocates vehemently disagree, pointing 
out that numerous graduates of strictly Orthodox yeshivas complain that they received inadequate secular 
education during their formative years, ultimately meaning that they were unable to financially support 
themselves and their families. 

There are approximately 160,000 students attending around 450 yeshiva schools in New York state, and, if the 
proposed regulations become the new reality, most of these schools will need to significantly alter their 
curriculums.  According to Chaim Dovid Zwiebel, public face of opposition to the changes, “the large majority of 
Jewish schools across New York state would have to make significant changes in their daily schedules and de-
emphasize considerably the Jewish studies part of the day and … compromise the very mission that these 
schools were created to carry forward.” Rather than across-the-board regulations, Zwiebel and those he 
represents believe that this matter should be addressed on a case by case basis.  

But Naftuli Moster, founder of the lobbying organization YAFFED, vehemently disagrees with this approach. 
“The yeshivas just want to continue doing what they’ve been doing, which in our view is mass educational 
neglect and depriving kids of an education, subjecting them to lives of poverty and dependence on government 
assistance,” he told JTA. 

I grew up in the Haredi world, and went to Haredi yeshiva schools in the UK. But unlike the institutions 
referenced by Moster, our schools, with the full support and encouragement of all the rabbis and parents – 
including mine – insisted that we receive a full secular education, which included sciences, languages, and 
English literature. I went on to spend several years in post-high-school yeshivas, studying Talmud and Jewish 
law, after which I entered college alongside gentile public and private school graduates, utterly unapologetic 
and completely firm in my Jewish faith, without feeling the slightest pressure to compromise either my 
observance or my beliefs. 

There are many such yeshivas in New York. Why they have chosen to align themselves with retrograde 
educational institutions that insist on short-changing their students is an utter mystery to me. Astonishingly, this 
week almost 250 orthodox mental health professionals signed a letter regarding the “current proposals by the 
New York State Education Department to restructure and closely regulate yeshiva education”, calling the move 
“ill-advised.” Privately, many of the signatories have admitted that they feel the state regulations are fair-minded 
and reasonable. Nevertheless, under pressure from forces within the community, they felt compelled to add 
their names to the protest. What strikes me as utterly dishonest is that the vast majority of these mental health 
professionals were not educated in the kind of orthodox educational institutions these regulations are aimed at 
improving. How do they have the right to deprive Jewish children of the very education that enabled them to 
reach their own educational goals? 

The portion of Va’etchanan records Moses pleading with God to be permitted entry into the Promised Land. The 
commentaries puzzle over Moses’ preoccupation with being allowed into Canaan. After all, he had done his 
duty by bringing the nation out of Egypt and delivering them safe-and-sound to the borders of Eretz Yisrael.  

According to the late dean of Mir Yeshiva in New York, Rabbi Shmuel Berenbaum, orthodox Jews in the modern 
world represent Judaism in its finest hour because of the many unique challenges they face. In his view, the fact 
that so many orthodox Jews are willing to lead a life of Torah and mitzvos, despite the allure of modernity and 
low-hanging materialism, is nothing short of a miracle.  

When our patriarch Jacob finally heard that his beloved son Joseph was alive, he said (Gen. 45:28):  ֵאְלָכה ְוֶאְרֶאנּו
 let me go and see him before I die. ” The commentaries puzzle over Jacob mentioning his death; he”- ְּבֶטֶרם ָאמּות   
could simply have said he wanted to see Joseph. What was the point of such a morbid condition? 

Rav Berenbaum recalled that his teacher, Rabbi Elchanan Wasserman, renowned founder of Baranovich 
yeshiva, would constantly encourage his students to visit his own teacher, Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan, saintly 
author of numerous halachic and ethical works, most notably Chofetz Chaim. “Right now,” he would say, “for 
the price of a train ticket you can see a great rabbi like the Chofetz Chaim. Who knows whether that will be 
possible in the next world?” 

That is what Jacob was saying. He wanted to see Joseph in this world, while he still could. Even the foremost of 
our forefathers, Jacob, felt that Joseph was a cut above the rest. Despite being thrust into a foreign culture, he 
had confronted the challenges and temptations of Egypt and remained true to his heritage and tradition, the 
only one of Jacob’s children referred to as “HaTzadik” – “the righteous”. Moses, too, wanted the opportunity of 
living a Jewish life beyond the idyllic cocoon of the wilderness generation. Only in Eretz Yisrael, deeply 
embedded in the midst of external influences, can the true greatness of Judaism be experienced, and Moses 
coveted that opportunity with all his heart. 

Our generation has a unique challenge, but undoubtedly it is one we can readily overcome. We may be 
surrounded by a host of hostile influences, but rather than hiding in a hole and failing our destiny, we can rise to 
the challenge and excel in our faith, support our families, and be a shining example of God’s mission – not by 
rejecting knowledge, but rather by embracing it with the confidence of our heritage and our traditions. Yes, all 
of us can rise to the greatness of Joseph – the kind of greatness that even his father Jacob envied, and Moses 
wanted too. 

Wishing you Shabbat Shalom and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner 

16 Av ● Parshat Va’etchanan ●  Shabbat Nachamu August 16-17, 2019 

YOUTH GROUP SHABBOS SCHEDULE  

10:00 Free play,  games & books.  

10:40 Snack time, Parsha story &  
 questions  

11:10 Into shul to kiss the Torah  

 Circle time - davening, singing,     
 Shabbat songs & games. (Ping pong, 
 foosball, basketball) 

11:30 Kids service ends 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 16 
7:21pm          CANDLELIGHTING 
6:30pm          MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT 
 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17 
8:30am          RABBI’S GEMARA SHIUR 
9:15am          SHACHARIT  
6:45pm          PRE MINCHA SHIUR 
7:10pm          MINCHA 
7:40pm          SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
8:20pm          MA’ARIV  
8:23pm          SHABBAT ENDS 

 

Sun, August 18           8:00am & 7:20pm 

Mon, August 19          6:20am & 7:20pm 

Tues. August 20         6:30am & 7:20pm 

Wed. August 21          6:30am & 7:20pm 

Thu. August 22           6:20am & 7:20pm 

Fri. August 23             6:30am & 6:30pm 

 

 

 

Mazal Tov to 

Rabbi Alan & 

Sandy 

Kalinsky on 

the bar mitzvah of their 

grandson, Yehuda 

Kalinsky in New York.  

Mazal Tov to parents 

Rabbi Dr. Josef & 

Elisehva Kalinsky.  Mazal 

Tov to great-grandmother,  

Harriet Kalinsky. 

FOLLOW US 
 

Photo Galleries, live streaming of 

classes and events, behind the scenes 

clips, and more!  Updates every week! 

Join in the Social Networks 

   @beverlyhillssynagogue 
 

   @YoungIsraelOfNorthBeverlyHills 

    @BHSynagogue  

https://www.instagram.com/beverlyhillssynagogue/
https://www.facebook.com/YoungIsraelOfNorthBeverlyHills/
https://twitter.com/BHSynagogue


 

 

Victor & Jacqueline Cohenca 
Elie & Sharon Gindi 

Scott & Naomi Richter 
David & Michele Silver 

Aaron & Sarah Sperling 

 

The Sisterhood proudly 
presents the following 

upcoming events! 

*See flyers for additional info 
 

August 

Wishing all of you a 

celebration of love 

HAPPY TU B’AV ! 

( Israel’s Jewish version of 

Valentine’s Day ) 

o 
Have a wonderful 

Shabbat! 

 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

Sisterhood Corner 

Anna Baum 

Moriah Chalom 

Yaakov Lev Cohenca 

Max Fogelman 

Elizabeth Schlesinger 

Samantha Zucker 

EXPLORING HALACHA 
Join Nati Baram every Shabbat afternoon 
35 minutes before mincha as he explores an 

interesting topic of Jewish law with the 

aid of ancient  and contemporary texts.  

Shiur for Ladies 

Join Rabbi Dunner for his Gemara 

shiur on Shabbat morning 45 minutes  

before Shacharit. 

 לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן  שמשון הלוי

Paul Feder z’’l  Gemara Shiur 

Eugen Nissel 
HaRav Yechiel ben HaRav 

Chaim Menachem z”l 

Father of 
Raphy Nissel 

Yahrtzeit— 18 Av 

Frances Fay  Cohen 
Faygie bat Zev Wolf a"h 

Mother of 
Hart Cohen 

Yahrtzeit— 19 Av 

 

Join Rabbi Dunner each Wednesday 
morning at 8:30am for the weekly ladies 
Parsha Shiur as he explores the weekly 

Torah portion through the eyes of the classic 
commentators. The next class will meet on 
Wednesday, August 21st 2019 at 8:30am.   

Membership renewal 

packets have been sent 

out to all current 

members. If you have 

any questions please 

contact the office. We 

recommend returning 

your packets as soon as 

possible to ensure that 

all high holiday seating 

requests can be 

accommodated.  

 

Please note—even if 

your membership 

category includes seats 

you must advise the 

office how many seats 

you will be using over 

the high holiday period. 

 

 

New Member 

 Joseph Shaposhnik 

Yaakov Gindi 
Yaakov Eliyahu ben Elie z"l 

Father of 
Elie Gindi 

Yahrtzeit— 20 Av 

David  Kellerman 
David ben Ephraim HaLevi z"l 

Father of 
Jonathan Kellerman 

Hillel Kellerman 
Yahrtzeit— 21 Av 
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MEMBERS 

TOWN HALL MEETING 

 

THIS SUNDAY, AUGUST 18TH 
6:30PM 

• Results of the Member 

Surveys 

• Security Briefing on new 

security improvements 

• Review of the Gala 

• Address from the Treasurer 

• Address from the President 

Rav David Stav  

Scholar in Residence September 13 - 14 

R 
abbi David Stav is the Chief 

Rabbi of the city of Shoham and 

the co-founder and chairman of 

Tzohar, an Israel organization 

hat fosters vibrant and inspiring Jewish 

identity in order toguarantee the Jewish 

future of the State of Israel. Tzohar 

provides an array of Jewish lifecycle 

programs and services for hundreds of 

thousands of Israelis every year, shapes Jewish life in Israel 

through advocacy and legislation, and cultivates an 

influential and responsive Religious Zionist leadership. With 

over 1,000 volunteers and a firm commitment to Jewish Law, 

Tzohar is a socially conscious movement securing an ethical, 

inclusive, and united Jewish society. 

Rav Stav is a graduate of Yeshivat Mercaz Harav and holds 

semicha for dayanut from the Chief Rabbinate of Israel. He is 

a leading rabbinic figure in the Religious Zionist community 

in Israel, and was recently a front runner to become Israel's 

Chief Rabbi. He is a noted posek who has written halachic 

works which address cutting-edge issues at the intersection 

of Jewish law and modern life. He and his wife, Aviva, live in 

Shoham and have nine children. 

ADDITIONAL FORMS AND INFO 

See the literature table in the shul lobby 

to pick up the below forms.  They can also 

be found in your membership renewal 

packets that have been mailed out or at 

beverlyhillssynagogue.shulcloud.com 

Feel free to call the shul office with any 

questions at 310-276-7650 

Arba Minim Order Form                Year in Review Booklet 

Yizkor Booklet Form                   Youth Groups Sign Up Form 

Vaccination Policy                          High Holiday Schedule 

https://beverlyhillssynagogue.shulcloud.com
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