
 

Mazel Tov 
Rina and Daniel Lauchheimer  

on the birth of baby girl  
Leah Tzipporah  
Sister to Elkie  

Grandparents Hillel and 
Ruthie Kellerman  

Great 
grandmothers 

Sylvia Kellerman 
and Vicky Praw 

Dearest Members and Friends, 

In the late 1990s, Aaron Peckham was a nerdy computer studies undergraduate at “Cal Poly” in San Luis 
Obispo, California. Just over twenty years later he has an estimated net worth of $100 million and owns 
and runs a range of profitable technology businesses. But more than anything else, he is best known as 
the founder and owner of the trailblazing website Urban Dictionary, a crowd-sourced online dictionary 
specializing in definitions of popular slang words and phrases which he launched in 1999 while still a 
student.  

But while the idea of a web-based dictionary with volunteer contributors may sound innocent enough, the crowd-
sourcing model has caused Urban Dictionary no end of problems, and last month Peckham announced that the website 
would be putting safeguards in place to prevent contributors from uploading definitions that are offensive, or worse.  

Now you may be wondering – and rightly so! – how a dictionary website could ever be offensive. The answer, 
shockingly, is that although Peckham’s original concept was to create a less stuffy version of dictionary.com, a site which 
would allow users “to define the messier edges of language” using irony and satire, under the guise of irreverent humor 
Urban Dictionary has slowly evolved into what the respected technology magazine Wired recently described as a 
“harbor for hate speech”, while the UK’s Daily Telegraph described it as “a hotbed for racist and sexist rhetoric.” 

In February, Jewish News Syndicate reported that Urban Dictionary had been condemned for publishing “hurtful and 
disrespectful” definitions of the word “Auschwitz.” I never knew that Auschwitz is a popular slang word – ‘go figure!’ as 
we say in America – but in any event, included among twenty different definitions for Auschwitz on Urban Dictionary 
were: “a summer camp for Jews”, “a Disneyland for its time” and “the happy resort for Jews during WW2.” The 
Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum issued an outraged protest in which they pointed out that the Auschwitz 
definitions were far from an isolated aberration. To illustrate their point the press release included a screenshot showing 
an entry on the website for the word “Jews” describing them as “the people who hold all the world’s power, and who 
are responsible for everything bad that’s ever happened.” 

One might have thought that the shakeup in July would prevent any repetition of such clangers, but this week the row 
erupted again, this time over Urban Dictionary’s definition of anti-Zionism. Evidently, the online dictionary runs a service 
via its Twitter account that allows users to mention Urban Dictionary and list a word for definition. In response, a bot 
answers with a definition after locating the word in the Urban Dictionary database. And so, when asked to give the 
definition of “Zionism” the tweeted reply was “Anti-Zionism is in no way connected to antisemitism. To be anti-Zionist is 
to be anti-fascist… Zionists believe that they can turn up in a country and kick out the indigenous population, as did 
Hitler.”  

And lest you think that what happens on some fringe website where the audience “is predominantly male and aged 
between 15 and 24” is of little consequence in the real world, then you are living in an alternative reality, clearly not 
conscious of the impact this kind of hate-speech normalization is having on ‘Middle America’. For example, are you 
aware of the fact that last week, the California State Assembly adopted Assembly Bill 1460, an ordinance that will make 
ethnic studies a graduation requirement for California State University (CSU)? And if you’re thinking ‘so what’s the big 
deal?’ – let me quote from a letter signed by no less than 90 organizations that was sent to Governor Gavin Newsom 
earlier today (Thursday), urging him to veto the bill:  

“We fear that the anti-Zionist orientation of Critical Ethnic Studies … coupled with the willingness of many ethnic studies 
faculty to bring anti-Zionist advocacy and activism into their professional spaces, will foster a toxic climate for Jewish and 
pro-Israel students and foment harm against them… CSU does not have a policy that would prevent instructors in Ethnic 
Studies colleges and programs from using their classrooms for politically motivated and directed advocacy and activism, 
including the promotion of anti-Zionism and the anti-Israel Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) movement.” 

This entire issue has been further complicated by a countermeasure passed by CSU, who resent the state legislature’s 
interference. But faculty and students oppose the CSU version, saying it is ‘watered down’, “because it broadens the 
requirement to include courses on other oppressed groups” (including Jews) “and conceivably allows for a student to 
graduate without taking an ethnic studies course as defined in the assembly bill.” Can you imagine that? Getting your 
medical or law degree without ever having been through a Critical Ethnic Studies course? Meanwhile, the bill awaits 
Governor Newsom’s signature. 

Unchecked, whatever exists on the fringes ultimately winds its way into the mainstream, and before you know it the 
extremist views of radicals and weirdos, as represented by an overwhelming number of angry tweeters and news 
website commenters, suddenly threaten to contaminate the education of the next generation, and more worryingly, the 
safety of law-abiding communities who have cherished beliefs and views, such as the right of Jews to self-determination 
in the country of their religious heritage.  

In warning the Jewish nation to beware of the malign influence of idolatry in Parshat Re’eh, Moses seems to be 
stretching feasible outcomes to the limit. The Jewish nation, having been through the purgative experience of forty 
years in the wilderness, after falling foul of God on several occasions, and in particular for their ill-advised worship of the 
Golden Calf and their imprudent acceptance of the false report given by the spies, had surely learnt their lesson good 
and proper – don’t fall for dazzling rhetoric delivered by those on the margins, nor should one ever be swayed by the 
false promise of fringe-ideas and ideals. And yet, Moses warns them in the starkest of terms (Deut. 13:4): “Do not heed 
the words of such a prophet or dreamer; God is testing you to see whether you really love God with all your heart and 
soul.” 

As inconceivable as it seems to us, idolatry was hugely attractive to those first generations of Jews who carried out the 
conquest of the Promised Land, becoming the norm for many despite Moses’ dire warnings, and despite the experience 
of their forebears in the wilderness – just as the most ridiculous ideas and seemingly fringe views have crept their way 
into the mainstream in the twenty-first century. The warnings from history are there time and again – never take ‘normal’ 
for granted – and yet we easily forget what has happened countless times before. Blink and you’re faced with a deluge 
of belligerent anarchy, intent on replacing sensible and conventional ideas with the idolatry of modernity – namely, an 
urgent desire to uproot the stable society which is the foundation of western life. And it is fair to say that unless we 
proactively oppose these insidious trends now, we will all suffer the dreadful consequences.   

Praying for your safety and health, and for only good news, with God’s help. and Shabbat Shalom!  

Rabbi Pini Dunner 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14 
6:30pm         KABBALAT SHABBAT     

IN SHUL & VIA ZOOM 
7:22pm           CANDLELIGHTING 

 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15 

8:24pm                 SHABBAT ENDS 

Guidelines for Praying at home: 

When davening at home, it is best to 
daven at the same time that you 
would have davened when in shul.  
Although you cannot *hear* the kriat 
Hatorah, you should still read the 
torah portion and haftorah aloud, 
using the tunes if you know them. 

Stone Chumash (Artscroll) 

Re’eh p. 998 

Haftorah Re’eh p. 1199 

 

Sunday                   8:00am &  7:20pm 

Mon - Friday          7:00am &  7:20pm 

We are continuing to stream via zoom. 

https://zoom.us/j/226829899 
 

Rosh Chodesh Elul begins 
Wednesday evening and continues  

Thursday & Friday. 
Shofar blowing begins Friday. 

24 Av ● Parshat Re’eh ● Birkat Hachodesh August 14 - August 15, 2020 

 Thank you to Howie & Shirin Fialkov for sponsoring 

this week's Tefilla Notebook in memory of Howie's 

mother, Teddy Fialkov, Yona Tovah bat Sarah a"h, 

whose yahrtzeit is on 1 Elul 

Siyum of the 6 Orders of Mishnah 

For the Shloshim of Jeffrey Gilson, 
son of Shawney Fine 

Monday, August 17th 11am PST 

Joey Wagner and his son Avromi 
will give a siyum for shloshim in 

memory of Jeffrey Gilson,  
the beloved son of Shawney Fine 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/29148
26223?pwd=S25YZ2F3b292TEtCM

Td3NjNmVkZLdz09 
 

Meeting ID: 291 482 6223 
Passcode: 428449  

http://zoom.us/j/226829899
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F2914826223%3Fpwd%3DS25YZ2F3b292TEtCMTd3NjNmVkZLdz09&data=02%7C01%7Crichard.fine%40stonybrookmedicine.edu%7C9a48c016606549801e4508d83f7e9a80%7Ceafa1b31b194425db36656c215b77
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F2914826223%3Fpwd%3DS25YZ2F3b292TEtCMTd3NjNmVkZLdz09&data=02%7C01%7Crichard.fine%40stonybrookmedicine.edu%7C9a48c016606549801e4508d83f7e9a80%7Ceafa1b31b194425db36656c215b77
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F2914826223%3Fpwd%3DS25YZ2F3b292TEtCMTd3NjNmVkZLdz09&data=02%7C01%7Crichard.fine%40stonybrookmedicine.edu%7C9a48c016606549801e4508d83f7e9a80%7Ceafa1b31b194425db36656c215b77


 

11 Tammuz ● Chukat Balak  

 YAHRTZEITS 

August 

 

Make sure to preregister for 

Deborah Thompson’s lecture 

August 14th at 2:30pm  

The Double Peh in Our Torah 

Scroll & other Extraordinary 

Letters. 

 

Remember to vote in the 

August 20th election. 

Voting will take place at 

8:00pm via Zoom! 

  

Come join Rabbi Pini Dunner, 

Cantor Nati Baram,  

& Steve Rothstein  

of the Jewish Sacred Music 

Foundation  

August 30th at  

11:00am on Zoom 

as they serenade us with a 

symphony of High Holiday 

favorites. 

 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

Sisterhood Corner 

Those who are going to be 

attending our in-person 

minyanim  

must pre-register.   

Services are open to 

MEMBERS ONLY at this time.  

Space is limited.    

ALL services are being held 

at a private residence tennis 

court in Beverly Hills.   

Maureen Murad 
Miriam bat Yonatan a"h 

Mother of 
Caroline Azouz 
Yahrtzeit— 30 Av 

David & Michele  
Silver  

 

Moriah Chalom 

Max Fogelman 

Lillian Fuchs 

Josh Ruimy 

Samantha Zucker 

Teddy Fialkov 
Yona Tovah bat Sarah a"h 

Mother of  
Howie Fialkov 

Yahrtzeit— 1 Elul 

CLASS SCHEDULE WEEK OF AUGUST 16 –  AUGUST 22 

THE ZOOM CODE FOR ALL CLASSES IS 310 276 7650 

The log-in link is https://zoom.us/j/3102767650  

DATE TIME TOPIC 

Tuesday August 18 12:00pm Tanach Shiur with Chazzan Nati Baram 

Wednesday August 19 11:00am Parsha Shiur with Rabbi Dunner 

Wednesday August 19 1:00pm Pirkei Avot with Rabbi Pini Dunner 

Thursday August 20 12:00pm Shiur with Chazzan Nati Baram 

Friday August 21 6:30pm Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 

Saturday August 22 9:00pm Havdalah 

Joseph Hirt 
Yosef ben Zev z"l 

Husband of  
Lois Hirt 

Yahrtzeit— 1 Elul 

Victor E. Kaplan 
Yitzchok Avigdor ben 

Binyamin HaCohen z"l 
Father of 

Jay Kaplan 
Yahrtzeit— 26 Av 

Earl  Katz 
Yehuda Matyas ben Yosef 

HaCohen z"l 
Father of  

Susan Baum 
Yahrtzeit— 1 Elul 

Philip Raykoff 
Feivel ben Chuna z"l 

Father of  
Howard Raykoff 
Yahrtzeit— 1 Elul 

Order your Luluv and Etrog 
through the shul 

 

4 levels of Kosher Certified Arba Minim Sets 
 

Children’s Sets $30 

*Standard Set $45 

*Mehudar Set $75 

*Mehudar Deluxe Set $120 

Carrying Bag $5 

*with or without pitom available 
 

You can order online at 
beverlyhillssynagogue.org/arbaminim 

or mail your checks made out to “YINBH”.  
Please include “Arba Minim” on the memo 
line along with the completed order form. 

https://zoom.us/j/3102767650
http://beverlyhillssynagogue.org/arbaminim


 



 



 



 



 


