
 

17 Tammuz • Balak  July 15-16, 2022 

Dear Members & Friends, 

This week marks the seventh anniversary of the passing of Sir Nicholas 
Winton, a great and righteous man who, in December 1938, canceled a ski 
vacation in Switzerland and traveled to Prague to join a friend who was 
helping Jews flee Czechoslovakia. 

Winton was born in London to German-Jewish refugees who converted to Christianity 
and changed their name from Wertheim to ensure smooth assimilation into British 
society. Despite seeing himself as Christian, Winton was drawn to the plight of Czech 
Jews and his hotel room in Prague became a haven for Jewish families seeking to leave 
mainland Europe. The British government had just passed a law allowing any child 
under 17 to enter Britain as a refugee, provided they had somewhere to stay and a £50 
warranty to pay for their eventual repatriation. 

The law was aimed at Jewish immigrants who were already naturalized, enabling them 
to take in younger relatives who wished to escape the growing peril of Nazi anti-
Semitism. But Winton resourcefully used the law to create an organization called 
Operation Kindertransport, which he used as a vehicle to match Czech-Jewish children 
with Jewish and non-Jewish host families in Britain who were not their relatives. The 
first eight months of 1939 were a frenzy of activity as Winton managed to save 669 
Jewish children, the vast majority of whom never saw their families again. Had it not 
been for him, this would have been the fate of those children as well. 

I find it horrifying and inexplicable that were not hundreds or thousands of Nicholas 
Wintons who, when exposed to the horrifying reality of Nazi brutality, acted to save 
Jews. But despite the singularity of his example, this is not why I consider Winton to 
have been a very great and righteous man. On the contrary, it’s because no one — not 
his wife, not his children, nor even the 669 children he had saved, which included 
three of my father-in-law’s siblings — knew anything about his role in Operation 
Kindertransport until many years later. 

Winton never spoke about his role in saving Jewish children. In 1940, he joined the 
Royal Air Force and when the war was over, he started a family and led an eventless 
life as a financial director for various companies. Had it been up to him, no one would 
have ever found out. But his humble anonymity was not destined to last. In 1988, his 
wife discovered a meticulously detailed scrapbook in their attic. Put together by Winton 
in 1939, it documented Operation Kindertransport in full, with the names and 
photographs of each child plus all the related documents. She decided to share the 
information with a friend, and the story ultimately ended up being featured on a 
popular TV show. 

The producers of the show invited Winton to describe his role in the rescue project 
without telling him that the studio audience was made up of the children he had 
saved. In the final segment, the presenter asked any member of the audience who 
personally owed their life to Winton to stand up. Dozens of audience members rose to 
their feet and spontaneously applauded the man who had saved their lives. Winton 
had until then been very composed, but in the face of this outpouring of gratitude he 
was suddenly, and for the first time, exposed to the profound impact of his efforts. He 
began to cry.  

The anniversary of Winton’s passing occurs in the same week that we read the Torah 
portion of Balak. In this portion, we read about Balak, the king of Moab, who tries to 
enlist the non-Jewish soothsayer Balaam to curse the Israelites. En route to meet Balak, 
Balaam’s donkey sees an angel along the road and refuses to go further. Speaking to 
him through the donkey, God tells Balaam not to curse the Israelites but to bless them 
— and he does, using the famous phrase (Num. 24:): ָרֵאל ֶתיָך ִישְׁ נֹּ כְׁ ב ִמשְׁ ָהֶליָך ַיֲעקֹּ בּו אֹּ  - ַמה טֹּ
”How goodly are your tents Jacob, your sanctuaries Israel.” 

The passage from the Prophets read alongside Balak comes from the Book of Micah. 
The passage contains a very strange reference to the story of Balak: “So that you 
recognize God’s righteousness, remember what King Balak of Moab plotted to do, and 
how Balaam responded.” This verse is puzzling. Surely God’s righteousness could be 
demonstrated in countless other ways. How does the episode of Balak and Balaam 
prompt an awareness of God’s righteousness?  

Perhaps the Nicholas Winton story can help us understand this cryptic reference. Balak 
and Balaam plotted the obliteration of the Jewish nation via the medium of magical 
curses, but God thwarted their intentions. However, unlike all the other wonderful 
things that God did for the Jewish nation during that early period in Jewish history, this 
act occurred without any Jew being aware of it. They were only informed of it only 
long after it was over. Micah is teaching us that true righteousness is demonstrated 
when a benefactor takes care of you even though you are totally unaware of his 
benevolence. That is why Sir Nicholas Winton was a very great and righteous man.  

Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom, and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner 

 
 

FRIDAY, JULY 15 

CANDLELIGHTING: 7:47PM 
MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT: 6:30PM 
 

SATURDAY, JULY 16 

GEMARA SHIUR: 8:30AM 

SHACHARIT: 9:15AM 

PIRKEI AVOT SHIUR: 7:25PM 

MINCHA: 7:55pm 

MAARIV: 8:45pm 

SHABBAT ENDS: 8:50pm 

               

  

 

 

 

 

**Sunday - 17th of Tammuz 

Fast Begins 4:26am 

Fast Ends 8:44pm 

 

David & Gloria Frankel for 

sponsoring Seudah Shlishit in 

memory of David’s father, 

Naftali Tzvi Frankel, Naftali Tzvi 

ben Chaim Yaakov z”l, whose 

yahrtzeit is on the 17th of 

Tammuz  

THANK YOU 

 

 

 לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן  שמשון הלוי

Join Rabbi Dunner for his 

Gemara shiur on Shabbat and 

Yom Tov 45 minutes before 

Shacharit. 

Paul Feder z’’l 
Gemara Shiur 

REMINDER 
Statements have been emailed 

to everyone with an 
outstanding invoice.  Please 
make sure to pay any open 
balances to the Synagogue.  

You can log-in to your account 
at beverlyhillssynagogue.org 

or call 310-276-7650 

Thank you to an anonymous 
member who contributed 
towards this week’s kiddush in 
the merit that Alisa bat Yaffa 
gets married to the right man.  

 Shacharit Mincha/Maariv 

**Sun 8:00am              7:50pm 

Mon-Thurs 7:00am 7:50pm 

Friday 7:00am 6:30pm 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKkgO06bAZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKkgO06bAZk
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/mah-tovu-a-reminder-of-the-jewish-mission/
https://www.sefaria.org/Micah.6.5?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/


 

July / August 

We hope you are summering well! 

 

Come expand your mind this summer! 

Exploring Jewish History  

with Rabbi Pini Dunner 

Monday, July 18th at 7:00pm and 

Monday, August 1st at 7:00pm 

Premiering on YouTube! 

More info at beverlyhillssynagogue.org/jewishhistory 

 

Special preview! 

Girl N0. 60427 

British Academy of Film and Television Arts Finalist 

Wednesday, July 20 at 7:30pm 

Lumiere Music Hall 

9036 Wilshire Blvd, Beverly Hills 

 

Wishing you an easy fast and 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents  

Sisterhood Corner 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Elisabeth Mann 

Gabriel Hazani 

Henry Novack 

Max Spencer 

Oliver Azouz 

Elliott Broidy 

Joseph Kalinsky 

Alastair Fenner 

Sandy Kalinsky 

Gina Raphael 

Arnold Schlesinger 

Gae Kam 

Emmanuelle Hodara 

Julia Baum 

Bruce Schloss 

Ilana Stoll 

YAHRTZEITS 

Dovid Oved Sochaczewski 
Dovid Oved ben Dov z”l 

Father of 
Jaime Sohacheski 

Yahrtzeit -  22 Tammuz  

Naftali Tzvi Frankel 
Naftali Tzvi ben Chaim Yaakov z”l 

Father of 
David Frankel 

Yahrtzeit -  17 Tammuz  

Anita Bernstein 
Hinda a”h 
Mother of 

Barbara Bernstein 
Yahrtzeit -  17 Tammuz  

RESERVATIONS:  https://forms.gle/akqnUo2DsDcEw2sF8  

https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/jewishhistory
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd80Mgd_XraoFSN6AJSZV0gY-_FZPaW8RTb8Z6CaYHYAQhcrQ/viewform


 

 

The Keilim Mikvah is now open for use.  You 

can buzz-in for access via the intercom at the 

entrance to the garage, during weekday office 

hours.    

It is customary to give tzedakah before doing 

to mitzvah of tovelling Keilim.  You can give a 

donation directly to the keilim mikvah by 

visiting beverlyhillssynagogue.org/keilim.   

STEVEN & VIVIAN DORFMAN KEILIM MIKVAH 

On the back walls of our Sanctuary, we have two gorgeous 

displays of marble yahrtzeit plaques.  This is a beautiful 

way of visibly showing the names and dates of our dearly 

departed loved ones. All members can add names to this 

yahrtzeit wall as a way to embed a lasting memory.  

Yahrtzeit plaques cost $1,800.   

If you would like to add a yahrtzeit plaque to our memorial 

wall, please contact Madeline at mkramer@yinbh.org  

FREE FOR YINBH MEMBERS THANKS TO A SPONSORSHIP BY A GENEROUS MEMBER 

OF OUR SYNAGOGUE.  EMAIL RSVP@YINBH.ORG TO RSVP OR CALL 310-276-7650 

https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/keilim
mailto:mkramer@yinbh.org


 


