22 Av • Parshat Eikev

FRIDAY JULY 30
CANDLELIGHTING 7:37pm
FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICES 6:30pm

SATURDAY, JULY 31
GEMARA SHIUR 8:30AM
SHACHARIT 9:15AM
MINCHA 7:40PM
MAARIV: 8:35PM
HAVDALAH: 8:39PM

SUN

8:00AM & 7:35PM

MON -- THUR

7:00AM & 7:35PM

FRI

7:00AM & 6:30PM

Welcome Nathan Hochman

Nathan will be speaking
following services and at the
Kiddush Luncheon. He is
running for CA District
Attorney in 2022.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Thank You
Elliott & Robin Broidy for
sponsoring Kiddush Luncheon.

Thank You!
Next week’s Parsha Shiur is
sponsored by
Dr. Susan Graysen
in memory of her husband,
William Graysen,
Beil ben Moshe z”l, whose
yahrtzeit is on 25 Av.

July 30-31 2021

Dear Members & Friends,
The noted American gossip columnist Earl Wilson (1907-1987) was the author of
countless pithy one-liners – far too many to quote. But just to give you a taste, here’s
one: “This would be a much better world if more married couples were as deeply in
love as they are in debt.” And here’s another: “Experience is what enables you to
recognize a mistake when you make it again.” And one more: “Gossip is when you
hear something you like about someone you don't.”
And so they go on – Wilson nailed it on the head time after time, relentlessly exposing us to the
human condition as it truly is: rarely flattering, always rather less dignified than we would hope. But
this week, it was this quote that caught my eye, perhaps because it is rather less accurate than so
many of his other observations: “Success is simply a matter of luck. Ask any failure.” The premise of this
statement is straightforward enough – those who don’t succeed rarely acknowledge that the fault
lies with them; instead they credit others’ success to luck, which they have never had. Or has the
Jewish journalist and newspaper publisher Harry Golden (1902-1981) once put it: “The only thing
that overcomes hard luck is hard work.”
The thing is, while this notion sounds like the kind of advice we all need to give our kids, in reality the
correlation between success and hard work is much more tenuous than the correlation between
success and luck. A 2018 article titled Talent vs Luck: the role of randomness in success and failure
saw three distinguished Italian academics based at Catania University in Sicily forensically dismantling
the myth of brains and hard work as the route to success. As they noted, intelligence and a
willingness to work hard is far more evenly distributed than success, however success may be
measured.
“Sometimes,” they wrote, “we are willing to admit that a certain degree of luck could also play a role
in achieving significant material success. But, as a matter of fact, it is rather common to underestimate
the importance of external forces in individual successful stories.”
Here are some random examples cited in the article, all diligently footnoted and referenced: scientists
with earlier surname initials are more likely to receive tenure at top university departments;
positioning in an alphabetically sorted list gives you a better chance of accessing over-subscribed
public services; people with easy-to-pronounce names are generally judged more positively than
those whose names are difficult to pronounce. And here’s a couple that will likely shock you:
individuals with noble-sounding surnames are more likely to end up as managers than employees,
and women with men’s first names are more successful in their legal careers than women with girl’s
first names. The point of all this is – none of the aforementioned factors have anything to do with
either intelligence or hard work.
In a 2017 article for American Scientific, scientist Michael Shermer – a determined atheist who
founded The Skeptics Society to expose “pseudoscience, superstition and irrational beliefs” – further
expands on this idea by relating it to the factors of time and place. For example, he says, a person
needs to have the “luck of being born at a time in history when your particular aptitudes and passions
fit that of the zeitgeist.” After all, “would Google’s co-founders Larry Page and Sergey Brin be among
the richest and most successful people in the world had they been born in 1873 instead of 1973?”
Although, while I accept Shermer’s observation as well as the underlying thesis of the Talent vs Luck
article, without wishing to offend Shermer’s atheist sensibilities – the idea of random luck as the
precursor to or determining factor for success simply doesn’t cut it for me. Random factors certainly
propel events forward and can have a significant effect on the circuitous journey of life, often in ways
we are not even aware of – but people of faith have an explanation that takes into account both our
own efforts, and the arbitrary impact of “luck”.
The Talmudic sage, Rabbi Hanina, points out (Ber. 33b): – “הַ כֹּל ִּבידֵ י ָׁשמַ יִּם חּוץ ִּמיִּ ְראַ ת ָׁשמַ יִּםeverything is in
the hands of Heaven, except for the fear of Heaven,” a statement based on a verse in Parshat Eikev
(Deut. 10:12) that has inspired countless ethical treatises and underpinned faith messages for rabbis
ever since. Essentially, very little – if anything – is ever in our hands, and all that remains for us to
control is what is in our minds, here implied via the idea of “fear of Heaven”, or more accurately our
awareness of the awesomeness of God’s omnipotence, even as He relates to us all individually.
The seminal twentieth-century Jewish ethicist and theologian, Rabbi Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler (18921953), was very taken with the tension between our own efforts and God’s intervention in and
involvement with our lives, as the factors underpinning our success or otherwise. In his view Rabbi
Hanina’s statement represents a paradox that is the pulsating heart of faith.
Ultimately, the potent belief that we must be proactive in order to succeed is both true and false. In
terms of our material success, “everything is in the hands of Heaven.” While we are obligated to try
our best, in the end success or failure is always in the hands of Heaven – whether that comes in the
form of your place on an alphabetical list or names that are easy to pronounce, or whatever. But
when it comes to the spiritual realm – namely, the “fear of Heaven” dimension – it is only us who can
ever determine our connection to God, not God, and it makes no difference what our name is or
where we appear on the list. It’s certainly not luck, and there’s never any room for failure.
Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom and a great week ahead,

Rabbi Pini Dunner

Sisterhood Corner
July
We hope you are enjoying your
last weeks of summer!
Stay tuned for details on our
next YINBH Book Group
meeting
which will occur in October after
the Yomim Tovim!
Book suggestions welcome!!
There’s still time to sign up!
YINBH UAE Tour
October 21st-28th
For more information visit
www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/
dubai
Shabbat Shalom,
Cecile & Ruthie
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

YAHRTZEITS
William Graysen
Beil ben Moshe z”l
Husband of
Susan Graysen
Yahrtzeit - 25Av

Victor E. Kaplan
Yitzchok Avigdor ben
Binyamin HaCohen z”l
Father of
Jay Kaplan
Yahrtzeit - 26 Av

Faye Kellerman Roberta Kimmel
Ethan Fialkov

Simon Rubinstein

Victor Cohenca

Ittai Louie

Amy Kestenbaum

Julie Boyer

Elie Gindi

Aidan Beeri

Happy Anniversary
Michael & Ariella Novack
Behrouz & Nora Soroudi

Membership Renewal 5782
All current members are invited to renew your membership for the
upcoming year 5782. This year to make it easier, you can log-in to your
account to view your invoice and you can pay online or send a check. You
can also call the office at 310-276-7650 or email mkramer@yinbh.org
~~~
If you are not yet a member and would like to join, you can fill out a
membership application (on the table in the lobby) or you can find it on our
website.
Also on our website, you can:
Order your Arba Minim
directly from the shul.

Order by Aug 30th

Important Dates
Erev Rosh Hashana - Monday Sept 6
Rosh Hashana Day 1 - Tuesday Sept 7
Rosh Hashana Day 2 - Wednesday Sept 8
Fast of Gedalia - Thursday Sept 9

Place Names in the
Yizkor Booklet.

Shabbat Shuva - Saturday Sept 11

Submit by Sept 2nd

Erev Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre - Wed Sept 15
Yom Kippur Day - Thursday, Sept 16

TO OUR NEW MEMBERS:

Mark & Jeanette Herskovitz
Michelle Singer

Reserve your High
Holiday Seats. Once
you renew your
membership, please
reserve your seats for
the High Holidays

Erev Sukkot - Monday, Sept 20
Sukkot Day 1 - Tuesday, Sept 21
Sukkot Day 2 - Wednesday, Sept 22
Shabbat Chol Hamoed - Sat Sept 25
Hoshana Raba - Monday Sept 27

Pay an outstanding
pledges. View past
transactions.

Shemini Atzeret - Tuesday Sept 28
Simchat Torah - Wednesday Sept 29

