
 

June 12-13, 2020 

Dearest Members and Friends, 

It’s hard for me to get behind Black Lives Matter. No, not my words, but the words of Barbara 
Reynolds, an African American activist and leader who was active in the civil rights movement 
in the 1960s. “What we have seen come out of Black Lives Matter is rage and anger,” she said, 
“justifiable emotions, but questionable strategy.”  

And last week, Walt Blackman, an African American state representative in Arizona, called Black 
Lives Matter a “terrorist organization”. He was criticized and condemned but has not withdrawn his remarks, nor 
has he apologized. 

Last Friday, a petition was circulated among the Jewish community in Los Angeles, issued by a student 
organization at UCLA calling itself “Justice for Black Lives”. A quick search on the internet reveals that this 
organization is synonymous or closely associated with Black Lives Matter, whatever that may mean. The main 
focus of the petition was to “demand an end to all university contracts with police on our campuses, the 
abolition of their departments, and the redistribution of their resources to provide for community members in 
need.”  

The fact that such anarchic goals have bled their way into the mainstream is in-and-of-itself extremely worrying, 
but far more worrying was the following shocking assertion, prominently included in the petition: “We also call 
on the UC to divest from companies that profit off of Israel’s illegal military occupation of Palestine, investments 
that uphold a system of anti-Black racism in the US. We know the Minneapolis police were also trained by Israeli 
counter-terrorism officers. The knee-to-neck chokehold that Chauvin used to murder George Floyd has been 
used and perfected to torture Palestinians by Israeli occupation forces through 72 years of ethnic cleansing and 
dispossession.” 

What? Are you actually kidding me? Are they actually suggesting that George Floyd’s killing was the fault of 
Jews and Israel? Is this some kind of Orwellian alternative universe? How is it possible for ordinary, concerned, 
humane citizens of the United States to support efforts to improve aspects of societal racism if it means we need 
to associate with this kind of insidious provocation? Sadly, what this means is that people shocked by the Floyd 
killing will not support what should be broad efforts to address the issues the killing raised. Because if supporting 
BLM means collective suicide, you can count me out.  

The problem is that Black Lives Matter is not really an organization as such. Rather it is an amorphous 
movement, essentially a collection of likeminded people who individually wish to highlight systemic racism 
towards African Americans in the United States. But as is the case with all such movements, it is the fellow 
travelers that you need to look out for. A number of organizations that have closely aligned themselves with 
BLM are at the radical end of the spectrum – anarchists and extremists whose agenda is anything but 
constructive.  

I don’t think anyone in America would deny the existence or even the prevalence of racism within society-at-
large. However, although racism is certainly a scourge, we need to realize that it is also a perennial, if 
regrettable, factor of human nature. People hate other people – or despise them, or disparage them, or 
discriminate against them – all of which, if it remains unchecked, inevitably leads to dehumanization and abuse. 
And while we can’t force or legislate people not to hate, we can certainly do our best to protect the people who 
are hated from the ill effects of hatred. As Jews we know all about this, because Jews have been at the wrong 
end of prejudice and discrimination for thousands of years.  

And before you get on your high horse, and condemn my sweeping observation, please take a long and 
penetrating look at the world around you. Surely you will admit that even the most refined people have 
prejudices, and that they will often allow their prejudices to cloud their behavior towards others. As Jews we are 
expected to see all humans in the image of God – but honestly, it is easier said than done. Nevertheless, we 
must aspire towards this ideal. And we must also try to educate others to do the same, or at the very least try to 
ensure that those who are most vulnerable to the human proclivity for prejudice are safe from its evil excesses. 

But as colorblind as we are, and as much as we would like to turn our individual aspirational feelings into a 
broad movement, we cannot fall into the trap of brushing aside intolerable views in a headlong rush into what 
can only be defined as willful self-destruction. This week, in my class on the Torah portion, I addressed the 
tension between the responsibilities of leadership and the corruption of power. In many instances, the fault line 
is one of association. Legitimate actions or grievances inevitably become tainted when one climbs into bed with 
troublemakers and agitators. In Behaalotecha, the Levites were appointed as the ritual and spiritual leaders of 
Jewish life, with one particular group, the family of Aaron, appointed to the priesthood. Soon afterward this 
resulted in a rebellion by Korach and his associates, who were annoyed by the concentration of power in the 
hands of Korach’s cousins, Moses and Aaron. 

But while such grievances might have been legitimate, Korach’s revolution was tarnished by his association with 
Dathan and Abiram, two quarrelsome brothers from the tribe of Reuben with a history of seditious behavior. As 
Rashi puts it, quoting the Midrash:   אֹוי ָלָרָשע אֹוי ִלְשֵכנֹו - ”woe to the wicked and woe to their associates.” 

After the disastrous Treaty of Versailles of 1919, a top-down diplomatic initiative that imposed borders and 
solutions on countries that were on the losing side at the end of the First World War, Germany’s citizens were 
somewhat justified in feeling that they had been railroaded into accepting draconian consequences for the sins 
of the Kaiser and his minions. But this legitimate grievance was cunningly exploited by bitter extremists and 
manipulative fanatics, and by 1933 Germany was in the grip of a Nazi regime intent on a campaign of wanton 
destruction. The mayhem that resulted from this sleepwalk into extremism still reverberates to this day; indeed, it 
is a warning from history. 

Whatever the truth may be about Black Lives Matter or Antifa as organizations, or indeed their shady corporate 
backers, we must ensure that we are extremely careful not to be sucked into supporting lawless extremism, by 
falling into lockstep with destructive revolutionaries and reactionaries as a result of a sentimental zeitgeist that 
fails to take into account the long-term effects of the agenda of those currently taking advantage of the chaos 
caused by the dreadful killing of George Floyd.  

Praying for your safety and health, and for only good news, with God’s help. and Shabbat Shalom!  

Pini Dunner 

21 Sivan ● Parshat Beha’alotcha 

FRIDAY, JUNE 12 
7:47pm        CANDLELIGHTING 
 
SATURDAY, JUNE 13 
8:51pm  SHABBAT ENDS 

Guidelines for Praying at 
home: 

When davening at home, it is best 
to daven at the same time that 
you would have davened when in 
shul.  Although you cannot *hear* 
the kriat Hatorah, you should still 
read the torah portion and 
haftorah aloud, using the tunes if 
you know them. 

Stone Chumash (Artscroll) 
Beha’alotcha -- p. 774 
Haftora Beha’altocha- p. 1182 

COMMUNITY CONNECTION 

During this time of social 

distancing, we are keeping 

our community connection. 

Connect with our 

Whatsapp Groups 

 YINBH Community 

 Daily Daf Yomi Shiur 

 Parsha Shiurim 

 YINBH Videos 

Thank you to Robert Zeller & Nadine Gerson for sponsoring this 

week’s Tefilla Notebook in memory of Robert’s father, Herbert 

Zeller, Hershel ben Shmuel z”l, whose yahrtzeit is on 27 Sivan. 

 

Sun                                 8:00am &  7:50pm 

Mon - Friday                 7:00am &  7:50pm 

 

We are continuing to stream or 

services on zoom for those who cannot 

attend in person  

Those who are going to be 

attending our in-person minyanim 

must pre-register.  Services are 

open to MEMBERS ONLY at this 

time.  Space is limited.  We will 

continue to have our services via 

zoom for those who cannot yet 

attend in person.    

This is our first week with 

Shabbat morning services being 

held at a private residence tennis 

court in Beverly Hills.   

https://chat.whatsapp.com/DT23DTrGuVeIe9IeR3diur?utm_source=YINBH+FULL+LIST&utm_campaign=9487626128-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_13_01_36_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9b10e89cc8-9487626128-333294137
https://chat.whatsapp.com/F0Bu0GFHgscAvdId10o64J?utm_source=YINBH+FULL+LIST&utm_campaign=23183b8848-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2016_11_30_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9b10e89cc8-23183b8848-&utm_source=YINBH+FULL+LIST&utm_campaign=9487626128-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_
https://chat.whatsapp.com/LKeHj2rgHY2IjOUEgFe6rU?utm_source=YINBH+FULL+LIST&utm_campaign=9487626128-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_13_01_36_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9b10e89cc8-9487626128-333294137
https://chat.whatsapp.com/B4knwCcjT1LDUVdRSue9eO?utm_source=YINBH+FULL+LIST&utm_campaign=9487626128-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_13_01_36_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9b10e89cc8-9487626128-333294137


 

MISSED A CLASS?       Visit Our                  Channel  

 

 

 

 

June 

 

Our next Ladies Night In will be taking 

place June 15th at 8:30pm 

 via Zoom. This week we will discuss 

the silver lining  

of quarantine & venturing out! 

 

We are grateful for the reopening of 

our Shul & our community’s  

hard work that has enabled us to 

begin safely gathering again. A very 

special thank you to the Reopening 

Committee, Rabbi Pini Dunner,  

& Cantor Nati Bar-Am for all your 

efforts. 

Onward and upward! 

 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

Sisterhood Corner 
Betty Kramer 

Batya a”h 
Mother of 

Shawney Fine 
Yahrtzeit— 22 Sivan 

CLASS SCHEDULE - WEEK OF JUNE 14 - 20  
THE ZOOM CODE FOR ALL CLASSES ARE 310 276 7650 

The log-in link is https://zoom.us/j/3102767650  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE TIME TOPIC 

Sunday June 14 8:30pm 
Tzurva MeRabanan with  

Chazzan Nati Baram 

Monday June 15 12:00pm Shiur with Chazzan Nati Baram 

Tuesday June 16 12:00pm Tanach Shiur with Chazzan Nati Baram 

Wednesday June 17 11:00am Parsha Shiur with Rabbi Dunner 

Wednesday June 17 1:00pm Pirkei Avot with Rabbi Pini Dunner 

Thursday June 18 12:00am Shiur with Chazzan Nati Baram 

Friday June 19 6:30pm Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 

Saturday June 20 9:15pm Havdalah 

Leah Schleisinger 
Rabbanit Chaya Leah bat 

HaRav Dovid a”h 
Mother of  

Simi Feigen 
Yahrtzeit— 23 Sivan 

youtube.com/beverlyhillssynagogue                                  

Fred Baum 
Ephraim David ben Elimelech z”l 

Father of  
Annie Baum 

Michael Baum 
Roberta Kimmel 

Yahrtzeit— 24 Sivan 

Herbert Zeller 
Hershel ben Shmuel z”l 

Father of  
Robert Zeller 

Yahrtzeit— 27 Sivan 

 

Judith Garshofsky 

Evan Brenner 

Andrea Richter 

Meir Naim 

Shirley Aizenstein 

Ravit Brenner 

Ezra Boyer 

Allison Sostchen 

Nasrim & Manucher 
Mostadim 

Jonathan & Julie  
Boyer 

This past week was our first week 
back in shul for weekday services 
since the stay at home orders took 

effect.  We are happy to see our 
friends in real life again! 

Services are open to members only at 
this point and pre-registration is 

required.  Space is limited.  You can 
fill out the pre-screening questions 

and sign up for services on our 
website at beverlyhillssynagogue.org   

https://zoom.us/j/3102767650
https://www.youtube.com/beverlyhillssynagogue


 



 

  

Isabelle graduated with honors from 

the Gallatin School at NYU with a 

degree in individual study.  She is 

the daughter of David & Caroline 

Azouz.  

ISABELLE AZOUZ 

Jaron graduated from YULA Boys 

School.  He is the son of Victor & 

Jacqueline Cohenca 

JARON COHENCA 



 

 

  

Meir graduated from YULA Boys 

School.  He is joining the IDF as 

Chayal Boded.  He is the son of 

Rabbi Pini & Sabine Dunner 

MEIR DUNNER 

Uri graduated from the 8th grade 

Yavneh Hebrew Academy.  He is 

going to YULA Boys High School.  He 

is the son of Rabbi Pini & Sabine 

Dunner 

URI DUNNER 

 

Leah graduated with a Bachelors of 

Science from Sy Syms School of 

Business in marketing with a minor in 

Political Science.  Leah is the daughter 

of Rabbi Yehuda and Simi Feigen 

LEAH (FEIGEN) BOOKSTABER 

Eli graduated with a Bachelor’s of 

Science from Sy Syms School of 

Finance with a minor in management.  

He is the son-in-law of Rabbi Yehuda 

and Simi Feigen and husband of Leah 

Bookstaber 

ELI BOOKSTABER 



 

 

 Hannah graduated from De Toledo 

with honors and on the Dean's list. 

She will attend U.C. Berkely in the 

Fall. She is the granddaughter of 

Dr. Richard & Mrs. Shawney Fine  

HANNAH RAY FAHUMA 
 

Rocky graduated with an MSW from 

NYU.  She is the daughter of Joanne 

Sacks and Tuvia Ganz.  

ROCKY SOLOMON 

Raquel graduated with a Master’s of 

Design, Interior Architecture from 

Rhode Island School of Design.  She 

is the daughter of Larry & Judith 

Garshofsky.  

RAQUEL GARSHOFSKY 

SWARTZ 
 

Daniele graduated from the Fashion 

Institute of Design and Merchandising 

with a Bachelors of Science in Business 

Management.  She is the daughter of 

Jeff Gross & Gina Raphael 

DANIELE JADE GROSS 



 

 Batya graduated from Toras Emes 

middle school.  She is the 

granddaughter of Chavi Hertz and 

the daughter of Rabbi Yosroel & 

Sandy Gordon 

BATYA GORDON 
 

July graduated from University of 

Southern California with a master’s 

of Cinematic Arts. She is the 

daughter of Dr. Patrick & Dr. Ginette 

Hodara 

JULY HODARA 

 

Elisabeth graduated with an MD 

from Sackler School of Medicine.  

She is the daughter of Dr. Patrick & 

Dr. Ginette Hodara 

ELISABETH HODARA 

 
Sydney is graduating from Harvard 

Westlake High School.  She is the 

daughter of Eva Hogan.  

SYDNEY HOGAN 



 

 

Shlomo Kalinsky is graduating from 

Yeshodia High School.  He is the 

grandson of Rabbi Alan & Sandy 

Kalinsky.  He is son of Yosef & 

Elisheva Kalinsky  

SHLOMO KALINSKY 
 

 

Yehuda Kalinsky is graduating from 

Bruer’s Middle School.  He is the 

grandson of Rabbi Alan & Sandy 

Kalinsky.  He is the son of Yosef & 

Elisheva Kalinsky  

YEHUDA KALINSKY 

 

Daniel Kellerman graduated from 

UCLA School of law.  He is the son of 

Hillel & Ruthie Kellerman 

DANIEL KELLERMAN 

Abigail graduated from 8th grade 

at Hillel Hebrew Academy.  She is 

the daughter of Amy & Mark 

Kestenbaum.  

ABIGAIL KESTENBAUM 



 

 

Natalie is graduating from 8th grade 

at Milken Middle School.  She is the 

daughter of Allyson Kimmel & Jeffrey 

Golden and the granddaughter of 

Roberta & David Kimmel 

NATALIE SUDAR 
 

Yoni is graduating from YULA Boys High 

School and will be spending next year at 

Reishit and then Yeshiva University. Yoni is 

the son of Dani & Rivkie Samson and the 

grandson of Lee & Anne (a”h) Samson. 

YONI SAMSON 

 Eleanor is graduating from 5th 

grade at Crossroad school.  She is 

the granddaughter of Joseph & 

Galina Samuel  

ELEANOR SAMUEL 

 Barbara is graduating from Stanford 
University Graduate School of Business with 
a Masters Degree in Business.  Barbara will 
be a Senior Technical Product Manager at 
Amazon working on Scout, an autonomous 
last mile delivery robot.    Barbara is the 
granddaughter of Stephen Schloss.  

BARBARA SCHLOSS 



 

 

Daniel graduated summa cum laude 

from USC.  He obtained his bachelor 

of Science in Business Administration.  

He is the son of Behrouz & Nora 

Soroudi 

DANIEL SOROUDI 
 

Micah is promoting to middle school for the 

coming school year having completed Pre-Nursery 

through Elementary School at Gindi Maimonides 

Academy! Micah is looking forward to being a 

Maimo middle school student next year!   Micah is 

the son of David & Allison Sostchen 

MICAH SOSTCHEN 

 Ilan is graduationg from Beverly 

Vista Middle School and will be 

going to Milken High School in the 

fall.  He is the son of Daniel & 

Natalie Teboul 

ILAN TEBOUL 
 

Alyssa is graduating from Shalhevet 

High School.  She will be doing her 

gap yar at Bar Ilan College and then 

attending USC Annenbarg.  She is the 

daughter of JJ & Wendy Wallack.  

ALYSSA WALLACK 


