
 

12 Sivan • Nasso June 10-11, 2022 

Dear Members & Friends, 
 

This week, I debated radio show host and author Dennis Prager in what was dubbed 
“The Great Debate.” We engaged in a vigorous exchange of views regarding the 
vexed topic of human behavior, trying to establish whether humans are inherently 
good. I believe they are, and that Jewish tradition backs me up; Dennis disagrees.  
 

Dennis has several well-worn arguments to support his position. According to him, 
selfishness – which all humans are, unless they are educated and trained to be selfless – is the 
antithesis to goodness. Or, to put it another way, fixated self-interest is more-or-less equivalent to 
evil. And to prove his point, Dennis uses a rather jarring example. “Take babies,” he says – “babies 
are lovable and innocent, but they’re not good. Babies are entirely self-centered: ‘I want mommy!’ 
‘I want milk!’ ‘I want to be held!’ ‘I want to be comforted!’ – ‘And if you don’t do all these things 
immediately – I will ruin your life.’”  
 

“That's not goodness,” says Dennis, “that's narcissism.” In summary, according to Dennis humans 
cannot be inherently good, because we all start off as babies, and babies are not inherently good. 
But is that actually true? Personally, I think it’s not. Babies cannot fend for themselves. We are the 
ones who brought them into the world and now, in their helpless state, they want to eat – 
because otherwise they’ll die. And so they cry. What else would you expect them to do? Why is 
that “not good”? Does Dennis really think that it is evil to be concerned with your own survival? 
My view is that to equate a baby’s survival instincts with evil – in other words all babies are 
somewhere on the same spectrum as Adolf Hitler and Osama bin Laden – is about as 
disingenuous an argument you can come up with. 
 

In 1943, Isabel Paterson (1886-1961), a noted journalist who was also a highly respected political 
philosopher, published The God of the Machine, a libertarian manifesto promoting individual 
rights, limited government, and economic freedom. Inter alia, Paterson tackled the problem of 
evil: “Most of the harm in the world is done by good people, and not by accident, lapse, or 
omission” she wrote. “It is the result of their deliberate actions, long persevered in, which they 
hold to be motivated by high ideals toward virtuous ends. This is demonstrably true; nor could it 
occur otherwise. The percentage of positively malignant, vicious, or depraved persons is 
necessarily small, for no species could survive if its members were habitually and consciously bent 
upon injuring one another.” 
 

Dennis often poses the question: why would “basically good” people commit acts of violence and 
genocide? If Germans were good, how could they have been Jew-murdering Nazis? If ISIS 
terrorists are good, how can they chop off people’s heads? But the truth is, he’s missing the point. 
In the first instance, even the most evil acts are justified by their perpetrators as being for the 
greater good, however warped that rationale may be.  
 

And secondly, on a societal level, the reason Germans did not oppose the Nazi regime, or why 
they may even have gone as far as actively supporting the Nazi regime — was sociological. It’s a 
sad truth that survival often trumps altruism. The result may be evil, and a weak person may have 
evolved into an evil person – but at their core, every human wants to be good. Our job for 
ourselves as well as in our role as educators and mentors is to ensure that true goodness always 
prevails, and that it never becomes warped by life’s circumstances or for shabby expedience.  
 

Parshat Nasso contains a section dealing with the Nazirite vow. An individual who takes on this 
vow cannot drink wine and cut their hair, nor can they come into contact with a human corpse. 
The Torah gives no reason for the adoption of the vow, and neither encourages it nor 
discourages it. But the Talmud adds context and background, with one opinion going as far as to 
say that the Nazirite vow is not a good thing, deeming the self-imposed restrictions as sinful.  
 

A fascinating Midrash sheds light on what may have motivated individuals to become Nazirites. 
Simeon the Just, a pious Second Temple-era high priest, declares that he had never eaten the 
guilt-offering of a bad Nazirite, except for on one occasion. On one occasion he encountered a 
handsome Nazirite with beautiful hair – hair that would be completely removed once the period 
of Nazirite abstention concluded.  
 

“My son,” said Simeon, “why would you want to destroy such beautiful hair?” The Nazirite 
explained that he had felt compelled to become a Nazirite after coming face-to-face with his 
material weaknesses. One fine day he had spotted a reflection of himself in a brook, he told 
Simeon, and had been very taken by his good looks. Almost immediately he regretted this 
moment of self-indulgence, and, after realizing how transient his good looks were, resolved to 
take the Nazirite vow upon himself, so that he could ground himself thoroughly and properly 
before his physical ever gained a foothold over his spirit.  
 

“I immediately arose and kissed him on his head,” says Simeon the Just. “I said to him ‘my son, may 
there be many more like you who take Nazirite vows among the Jewish people.” 
 
This story of Simeon the Just and the Nazirite is so beautiful. It demonstrates just how deeply we 
desire to do the right thing – simply because at our core we are good. And yet, it is only too easy 
to fall into the traps set for us by our animal instincts and personality weaknesses. The rabbinic 
luminaries who disparage the Nazirite vow are of the view that we can easily prevail over our 
base animal desires without becoming hermits and ascetics. Judaism rejects asceticism for the 
simple reason that we are both good at our core, and because we are capable of great good, 
without having to resort to hiding away from society.  
 

To paraphrase Plato, “good people do not need laws to act responsibly, while those who want to 
be bad will always find a way around the laws.” 
 
Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom, and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner 

 
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 10th 

CANDLELIGHTING: 7:45PM 
MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT: 6:30PM 

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 11TH 

GEMARA SHIUR: 8:30AM 

SHACHARIT: 9:15AM 

PIRKEI AVOT SHIUR: 7:25PM 

MINCHA: 7:55pm 

MAARIV: 8:45pm 

SHABBAT ENDS: 8:49pm 

              Shacharit      Mincha/Maariv 

Mon - Thurs  7:00am             7:55pm 

Friday            7:00am              6:30pm 

 

Welcome to all those joining for 
the TEEN MINYAN this Shabbat at 

10:00am in the beit midrash 

Teen-led services and participation 
followed by a teen-only kiddush 

MEMBERS- If you 
have a child or 

grandchild who is 
graduating this year, 

please send their 
information to 

mkramer@yinbh.org 
by Monday, June 13th.  
Please send a photo, 

where they 
are 

graduating 
from, and 
the degree 

they are 
receiving.  



 

Happy Anniversary 

Hart & Debbie  
Cohen 

 לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן  שמשון הלו

Join Rabbi Dunner for his Gemara 

shiur on Shabbat and Yom Tov 45 

minutes before Shacharit. 

Paul Feder z’’l Gemara Shiur 

June 
 

Bring Your Little Ones  

for a Fun Time! 

Holiday Hopper, Shabbat Edition 

Sunday, June 12th 9:30am 

 Big Fun for Little People  

Ages 1-6yrs 

See flyer for details 

 

For All You Gourmands  

Out There! 

The Biblical Feast of  

Exotic Legends 

The Annual Benefit for The 

Biblical Museum of  

Natural History 

Monday, June 13th at 6:30pm 

See flyer for details 

 

Save the Date! 

Summer Concert 

Sunday, June 19th 11:30am 

Get your tickets at  

www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/

event/summerconcert 

 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents  

Sisterhood Corner 
HAPPY  

BIRTHDAY 

Shirley Aizenstein 

George  Fischmann 

Ben Richter 

Andrea Richter 

Judith Garshofsky 

Waverly Laksman 

YAHRTZEITS 

Bluma  Lewkowicz 
Bluma Chana bat Yehuda  

Aryeh a"h 
Mother of 

Rita Lewkowicz 
Yahrtzeit -  15 Sivan  

Latsi Fischmann 
Chaim Yehudah ben Yaakov z"l 

Father of 
George Fischmann 
Yahrtzeit -  12 Sivan  

 
 

@YouingIsraelofNorthBeverlyHills 

@beverlyhillssynagogue 

@BHSynagogue 

FOLLOW US ON 

SOCIAL MEDIA!   

Keep up to date 

on what’s 

happening at our 

Synagogue in 

real time! 

The Great Debate— “Are Humans Inherently Good?” 

Celebrate someone you love or 
commemorate a Yahrtzeit  

Kiddush with Cholent………………$650     

Kiddush w Cholent & Sushi………$775 

Extended Kiddush…………………$1250 

Kiddush Luncheon…………………$3000 

Seudah Shlishit…………………………$360 

Tefilla Notebook Sponsorship.……$180 

Siddur……………………………….…..….$50 

Chumash……………………………………$75 

Yahrtzeit Wall Plaque……………$1,800 

Seat Dedication (main floor)……$5000 

Seat Dedication (risers/balcony)…$3000 

 Who matters in your life?  

http://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/event/summerconcert
http://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/event/summerconcert
https://www.facebook.com/YoungIsraelOfNorthBeverlyHills
https://twitter.com/BHSynagogue


 

 

The Keilim Mikvah is now open for 

use.  You can buzz-in for access via 

the intercom at the entrance to the 

garage, during weekday office hours.    

It is customary to give tzedakah 

before doing to mitzvah of tovelling 

Keilim.  You can give a donation 

directly to the keilim mikvah by 

visiting 

beverlyhillssynagogue.org/keilim.   

STEVEN & VIVIAN DORFMAN KEILIM MIKVAH 

SEEN AT THE YINBH GALA BANQUET  

https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/keilim


 


