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Dear Members & Friends, 
One of my most prominent early childhood memories involves the late Prime 
Minister of Israel, Menachem Begin. It was the late afternoon of December 1st, 
1977, and my parents suddenly appeared to pick me up from school, along with 
my brother Zev. “We’re going to see someone very special,” they told us. “Who is 
it?” we wanted to know. “The Prime Minister of Israel—he’s here in London, and 
we are going to watch him light the Chanukah candles.”  
The event was utterly overwhelming. Thousands of people crowded into St. John’s Wood 
Synagogue to catch a glimpse of Begin, who only a few months earlier had swept into 
electoral victory after 29 years as the leader of Israel’s parliamentary opposition, and who 
had just two weeks earlier hosted Egypt’s President Anwar el-Sadat for his historic 2-day visit 
to Jerusalem. London’s Jewish Chronicle breathlessly described the scene in an article 
published later that week: “Mr. Menachem Begin’s entry into the St. John’s Wood 
Synagogue this week to light the second Chanucah candle was described by an onlooker as 
‘a royal progress.’ His slow walk down the centre aisle was accompanied by loud applause 
and cheers from over 2,000 congregants watching him kindle the light.” 
Although I don’t remember anything Begin said that night, I still recall the hushed silence 
that gripped the audience as soon as he began his address, and how they all hung on his 
every word. Begin’s face was beaming, and the love for him was palpable. At just 7-years 
old, I knew I was in the presence of greatness – long before the never-ending standing 
ovation erupted when he concluded his remarks. 
The memory of that winter night in London so many years ago is still very fresh in my mind, 
but it was even more so earlier this week, when our community hosted the Los Angeles 
premiere of Upheaval: The Journey of Menachem Begin at the Harmony Gold Theater in 
Hollywood. This kaleidoscopic documentary reveals aspects of Begin’s life that are not only 
surprising, but also brilliantly researched. No aspect of Begin’s long public career is omitted, 
and what we discover is a man who was supremely confident in his Jewish identity, and in 
his conviction that the future safety of the Jewish people is intimately bound up with an 
unapologetic Jewish identity uncontaminated by low self-esteem. 
But truthfully, there was one aspect of Begin’s incredible life that I felt was absent from the 
film, no doubt because of the limitations of a 90-minute movie – but perhaps because the 
director didn’t quite get the importance of this facet in terms of who Begin was, not just as a 
person, but as a Jewish leader. Because for Menachem Begin, Jewish traditions and 
observing ritual mitzvot were not just window dressing, nor were they merely a Zionist 
punchline, but rather they were a crucial component of who Jews are, and who they 
should be. Unlike the founding fathers of the state, Begin recognized that without the fabric 
of Jewish faith practices, Jewish identity was hollow, and ultimately unsustainable. 
On one famous occasion Begin spoke passionately about the Shabbat-observant Jews of his 
youth, in his place of birth, Brest-Litovsk, the small Belarusian town better known in the 
Jewish world by its Yiddish name: Brisk. “There has never been a nation like this in the 
world,” he began, his eyes gleaming, “tradesmen, cobblers, tailors, waggoneers. [And yet 
on] Shabbat, each man became a king – a king! Children sitting around the table, the royal 
sabbath… while in town: no movement, no motion, no wagons, just total silence – even the 
gentiles respect the sabbath!” 
This rousing speech was part of Begin’s 1981 pitch to suspend El Al flights on Shabbat. How 
was it possible, he argued, for the Jewish state’s national airline to fly on Shabbat, if in Brisk 
the gentiles respected Shabbat, and in Salonika, Greece, the bustling port had historically 
closed on Friday afternoon and only reopened on Sunday, in consideration for the majority 
of its workers, who were Jewish? Begin’s bid to change the El Al flight schedules was 
successful, and ever since, for over 40 years, no El Al plane has taken off or landed on 
Shabbat, and so it will remain in perpetuity. And while this may not have been a political 
achievement at the level of Begin’s Nobel Prize-winning role in the Camp David Peace 
Accords signed with Egypt in 1979, it nonetheless shines a light onto Menachem Begin the 
Jew, as opposed to Menachem Begin the politician, or Menachem Begin the prime minister.  
At the beginning of Parshat Kedoshim, the Jewish people are instructed to “be holy!” and 
then, in the next sentence, they are told to revere their parents and to observe the Shabbat. 
Most of the commentaries are confounded by the correlation of these two seemingly 
unconnected directives – one regarding an essential component of civilized society, the 
other a ritual law that relates to commemorating the creation narrative. Most famously, 
Rashi quotes a passage in the Talmud (Bava Metzia 32a) which suggests that the association 
is deliberate and that the context is legal: if a father or mother tell their child to desecrate the 
Shabbat, the laws of Shabbat override one’s filial obligations. 
But I would like to offer another explanation, inspired by the profound words of Menachem 
Begin regarding Shabbat. No human being can deny the importance of respecting one’s 
parents. Since the dawn of history, in every society and culture, honoring one’s parents into 
old age is of paramount importance, recognized as a mark of human civilization. Our father 
and mother are not just some random man or woman – they are very special, and they must 
be treated as such. And perhaps this is what the verse wants to highlight regarding 
Shabbat. In Jewish tradition, Shabbat is no less important than this most basic aspect of 
broader human culture. For a Jew, treating the Shabbat with reverence and respect, and 
not just like any other day of the week, is at the center of who we are – indeed, it is the very 
essence of Jewish identity. 
Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom and a great week ahead,  
Rabbi Pini Dunner 

 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 6 

CANDLELIGHTING: 7:22PM 

MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT: 6:30PM 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 7 

GEMARA SHIUR: 8:30AM 

SHACHARIT: 9:15AM 

MINCHA: 7:30pm 

MAARIV: 8:25pm 

SHABBAT ENDS: 8:26PM 

                 Shacharit      Mincha/Maariv 

Sunday         8:00am              7:30pm 

Mon- Thurs  7:00am            7:30pm 

Friday          7:00am               6:30pm 

 

Welcome to all those joining for 
the TEEN MINYAN this Shabbat at 

10:00am in the beit midrash 

Teen-led services and 
participation followed by a teen-

only kiddush 

THANK YOU  

This week’s extended 
kiddush is co-sponsored by  
Larry & Judith Garshofsky 

in memory of Larry’s 
father, Samuel Garshofsky, 
Shmuel ben Chaim Eliezer 
z”l, whose yahrtzeit is on 

the 6th of Iyyar and in 
honor of Yom Ha’atzmaut 

v 
And by Aviva Harari in 
memory of her father, 

Jacob Fisher, Yaakov ben 
Yisroel z”l, whose yahrtzeit 
was on the 23rd of Nissan.  

JOIN US FOR THE YINBH 2022  

GALA BANQUET  
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! 

TUESDAY, MAY 31ST 2022 
6:00 PM AT THE  

MAYBOURNE HOTEL 
RSVP AT BHSBANQUET.COM  

See flyer with details on page 3 



 

May / June 

We wish to thank our fellow book lovers who 
attended last week’s in-person book group! 

We had a spirited and meaningful discussion.  

Thank you Rabbi Dunner and Nadine Gerson 
for contributing insightful questions which 
added so much depth to the conversation. 

Our next meeting will be in September.  

Until then, read like your life depends on it! 

 We welcome any great book recommendations. 

Stay tuned… 

 

Reserve Your Seats Now! 

YINBH GALA Banquet 

Tuesday, May 31st at 6:00pm 

Maybourne Hotel 

http://bhsbanquet.com 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Shavuot Learning and Dessert 

Saturday, June 4th  

 

Join Us at the Great Debate Between Rabbi 
Dunner and Dennis Prager 

The Great Debate 

Saban Theater 

Wednesday, June 8th at 7:00pm 

thegreatdebate.brownpapertickets.com 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents  

Sisterhood Corner YAHRTZEITS 
Samuel Garshofsky 

Shmuel ben Chaim Eliezer z”l 
Father of 

Larry Garshofsky 
Yahrtzeit -  6 Iyyar  

Isadore Finkel 
Oyzer ben Pinchas HaLevi z”l 

Father of  
Harry Finkel 

Yahrtzeit -  8 Iyyar  

Nisen Ganz 
Nisen ben Sholom z”l 

Father of 
Tuvia Ganz 

Yahrtzeit -  7 Iyyar  

  —Save The Dates— 
Extended Kiddush Sponsored by  

Mark & Amy Kestenbaum 

Guest Speaker Rav Rimon 

Shabbat, May 16th  

~~~ 

Guest Speaker M.K. Dov Lipman 

Shabbat, May 21st 

~~~ 

Aurfuf of Daniel Gromis 

Shabbat, May 28th  

 

YINBH GALA BANQUET 

Tuesday, May 31st 

~~~ 

Ernie Goldberger’s 95th Birthday 

Kiddush Luncheon 

Shabbat, June 4th  

~~~ 

Shavuot Learning and Dessert 

Saturday Evening, June 4th 

~~~ 

Dennis Prager Debate 

Wednesday, June 8th 

~~~ 

Holiday Hopper, Shabbat Edition 

Sunday, June 12th 

~~~ 

Graduation Shabbat 

June 18th 

~~~ 

Aufruf of Jonathan Sassover  

June 25th 

 

Suzi Weiss 

Karen Parver 

Behrouz Soroudi 

Sonya Kest 

Ava Brenner 

 לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן  שמשון הלו

Join Rabbi Dunner for his Gemara 

shiur on Shabbat and Yom Tov 45 

minutes before Shacharit. 

Paul Feder z’’l Gemara Shiur 

YINBH hosted the Los Angeles 
Documentary Movie Premiere of  

Upheaval: The Journey of 
Menachem Begin this past 

Sunday, May 1st at Harmony Gold 
Theater.  The program included a 
wine & cheese reception and an 
introduction from the producer 

Rob Schwartz, who also shared 
some thoughts on the film. 

The Keilim Mikvah is now open for use.  

You can buzz-in for access via the 

intercom at the entrance to the garage, 

during weekday office hours.   Fob 

holders may access it at their disposal. 

It is customary to give tzedakah before 

doing to mitzvah of tovelling Keilim.  

You can give a donation directly to the 

keilim mikvah by visiting 

beverlyhillssynagogue.org/keilim.   

STEVEN & CHAVI DORFMAN 

KEILIM MIKVAH 

https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/keilim


 



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      APRIL 16TH 

COUNT 1 

APRIL 17TH 

COUNT 2 

APRIL 18TH 

COUNT 3 

APRIL 19TH 

COUNT 4 

APRIL 20TH 

COUNT 5 

APRIL 21ST 

COUNT 6 

APRIL 22ND 

COUNT 7 

APRIL 23RD 

COUNT 8 

APRIL 24TH 

COUNT 9 

APRIL 25TH 

COUNT 10 

APRIL 26TH 

COUNT 11 

APRIL 27TH 

COUNT 12 

APRIL 28TH 

COUNT 13 

APRIL 29TH 

COUNT 14 

APRIL 30TH 

COUNT 15 

MAY 1ST 

COUNT 16 

MAY 2ND 

COUNT 17 

MAY 3RD 

COUNT 18 

MAY 4TH 

COUNT 19 

MAY 5TH 

COUNT 20 

MAY 6TH 

COUNT 21 

MAY 7TH 

COUNT 22 

MAY 8TH 

COUNT 23 

MAY 9TH 

COUNT 24 

MAY 10TH 

COUNT 25 

MAY 11TH 

COUNT 26 

MAY 12TH 

COUNT 27 

MAY 13TH 

COUNT 28 

MAY 14TH 

COUNT 29 

MAY 15TH 

COUNT 30 

MAY 16TH 

 COUNT 31 

MAY 17TH 

COUNT 32 

MAY 18TH 

COUNT 33 

MAY 19TH 

COUNT 34 

MAY 20TH 

COUNT 35 

MAY 21ST 

COUNT 36 

MAY 22ND 

COUNT 37 

MAY 23RD 

COUNT 38 

MAY 24TH 

COUNT 39 

MAY 25TH 

COUNT 40 

MAY 26TH 

COUNT 41 

MAY 27TH 

COUNT 42 

MAY 28TH 

COUNT 43 

MAY 29TH 

COUNT 44 

MAY 30TH 

COUNT 45 

MAY 31ST 

COUNT 46 

JUNE 1ST 

COUNT 47 

JUNE 2ND 

COUNT 48 

JUNE 3RD 

COUNT 49 

 

Count in the 

evening or 

after Maariv. 

CALENDAR FOR COUNTING THE OMER 

Sign up for 

the OU daily 

Sefirah 

Reminder 

email at 

www.ou.org/

sefirah-email 

https://www.ou.org/sefirah-email/
https://www.ou.org/sefirah-email/

