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SHABBAT SCHEDULE
FRIDAY MAY 28TH
CANDLELIGHTING 7:38pm
FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICES 6:30pm
SATURDAY, MAY 29TH

GEMARA SHIUR: 8:30AM
SHACHARIT 9:15AM

MINCHA 7:50pm

MAARIV 8:40pm

SHABBAT ENDS 8:43pm

WEEKDAY DAVENING TIMES
SUN 8:00AM & 7:50PM
MONmemoriaLDAY) 8:00AM & 7:50PM
TUES - THURS 7:00AM & 7:50PM
FRI 7:00AM & 6:30PM
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Upside-down, back to front - and in

the wrong place! The passage in the

Sefer Torah described in this week's
article by Rabbi Dunner

HAVE A GRADUATE

MEMBERS - If you
have a child or grandchild
who is graduating this
year, please send their
information to
mkramer@yinbh.org.
Please include a photo,
where they are
graduating from, and the
degree they are receiving.

We will be listing all the
graduates in the June
26th Tefilla Notebook.
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Dear Members & Friends,

A couple of weeks ago, during our Torah reading on Shabbat, the Torah reader suddenly p
stopped in his tracks and bent down towards thé parchment of the scroll to take a closer look =
at one of the words he had just read. He noticed that there was ink missing in one of the letters 2
and was wondering whether this invalidated the Torah scroll, which meant it would need to ‘

be replaced with another scroll for the reading to continue. He called me over to the bimah,

and | peered at the word with total focus — glasses on, glasses off, glasses back on again. “No,

it's fine,” | told him. “The outer rim of the letter is still intact, and the letter is therefore

considered whole. You can continue using this Sefer Torah.”

We all breathed a sigh of relief, but | made a mental note to call a sofer;ritual scribe) after Shabbat, to make
sure that the letter was re-inked. As it turned out there were a couple of other letters in that column that had
also faded, and we needed to re-ink them too. I've decided to have this scroll — which has been in my family
for almost a century and was rescued from the Holocaust - fully checked using the state-of-the-art computer
program which has totally revolutionized this process.

But the incident reminded me of a story | heard about a year ago - a story that astounded me, and
serendipitously, it is a story connected fo Parshat Behaalotecha. My late father had a close friend, a Holocaust
survivor from Vienna. As a young man my father’s friend witnessed Nazis desecrating Jewish holy objects as
Eart of their campalﬁ_r: of persecution against the Jews of Vienna after the 1938 Anschluss. What disturbed

im most of all was the sight of Torah scrolls unfurled on the street, with Jews forced to walk on their sacred
scripture while Nazi onlookers laughed and shouted abuse. Then and there he made a vow that if he ever
became a man of means, he would underwrite the writing of new Torah scrolls and donate them to
synagogues and yeshivas.

He survived the Holocaust years, and with a combination of hard work and God’s blessings he became an
extremely successful businéssman, renowned for his philanthropy as well as for his piety and devotion.
Characteristically, he never forgot the vow he had made on the streets of Vienna in 1938, and over time
sponsored nineteen Torah scrolls, the majority of which he donated to various institutions and synagogues
around the world, although there were a couple he kept at his home.

Nineteen years ago, on Yom Kippur afternoon, while reading from one of the donated Torah scrolls during
mincha, the reader suddenly noticed a cracked letter. It was a scenario not dissimilar to the one that played
out at our synagogue: the rabbi went over and examined the damaged letter that had been spotted by the
reader. But unlike our situation, the rabbi confirmed the worst — theletter was no good, and the Torah scroll
was not fit to_use for public readinqs. But that wasn't the end of the story. The rabbi knew that their
synagogue’s Torah was not the only one my father’s friend had commissioned and donated. He approached
the family and suggested that all the donated scrolls be checked immediately.

But my father’s friend — already well in his seventies — would not hear of it. “Absolutely not, no way!” he told
his family, “every sin%le one of those Sifrei Torah was checked by four different soferim — there’s nothing
wrong with them.” “But a mistake was found,” the family insisted. He shook his head. “No. They were written
by the best; they were checked by the best — and they are the best. There’s absolutely no reason for any of
them to be checked.” He was adamant.

Despite his firm stance, the family decided to go ahead and get them all checked an¥wae/ — although, as a
mark of respect to their father, they decided to do everything to ensure that he wouldn't find out. This
strategy presented no problem for the Torahs at synagogues and institutions, but the ones at his home were
rather more problematic. After much deliberation; the family decided to carefully remove the scrolls for
checking while their father was out, and then to sneak them back without him éever realizing they were gone.

Remarkably, besides for the one cracked letter discovered in that one Torah on Yom Kippur afternoon, every
one of the Torah scrolls they checked was totally/ferfect — not one cracked letter and no missing letters or
words. All of the Torahs, that is, besides for one.” And there was a problem — it was one of those he kept at
home. The even weirder part was that the mistake they found wasn't a mistake anyone had ever seen before.

The Talmud in Shabbat (115b-116a) states that there are actually seven books in the Torah, not five. For
reasons | won't delve into here, this startling idea is based on thé fact that there are two verses in Parshat
Behaalotecha which are separated from the rest of the Book of Numbers by a pair of reversed, upside-down
“nun” letters, which turns what is one book into three. The two verses are very familiar to us, as we recite
them when we take and return Torah scrolls from and to the ark wUm. 10:35-36): nnip nwin IQN'] [IRD V012 'l
71! 1978 N1 N N21Y RN NN 71910 'RIWN 1021 912K 1x9'1 D - “"When the Ark [of the Covenant] began to
Jjourney, Moses would say: “Advance, God, may your enemies be scattered, and may Your foes flee béfore
you!” And when it rested, he would say: “Return, God, you who are Israel’s myriads of thousands!”

The two upside-down “nun” letters are an arresting sight, stuck in the middle of blank spaces before and after
the text of these two verses. But astonishingly, in the Torah in which the mistakes were found, these two
upside-down “nun” letters were missing, and instead there two upside-down “nun” letters in the text itself,
one at the beginning of the first of the two verses, and the second in the first verse of Chapter 11. The sofer
who checkedthe Torah was very clear: while there had been a custom to write the “nun” letters this_wa){]
centuries ago, there was no way any contemporary scribe engaged to write a Torah scroll would write them
this way, and if they did, the Torah was automatically invalidated and could not be used.

The family were in a quandaTry. What were they to do? How could they inform their father that they had
disobeyed him and had the Torah checked? But silence was not an option — this was a Torah that he used,
and the sofer was unequivocal: it was not fit for use! After some discussion, the family decided to gently tell
their father what they had done, and to exPIain that the original cracked letter had convinced them that
despite all of his precautions when orlﬁma ly requisitioning the Torahs, it was still possible for ink to peel awa
over time, and they wanted to be totally sure all of them were in good condition. And now - they had foun
this glaring error! Nervously, they met with their father to tell him what had been discovered.

He listened to them ﬁatiently. Then he smiled. “Let me tell you the story of this Sefer Torah,” he said. He sat
back in his chair, with a faraway look in his eyes. “l can’t remember exactly when, but it was during the 1950s
— the Jewish museum in London had an exhibition of European Jewish artifacts. | visited the exhibition and
was shocked to see that there was a Torah open in one of the display cases — it was unrolled, a few columns
were visible through the glass, totally against the halacha. My experience in Vienna, seeing Sifrei Torah
desecrated on thestreets — | just couldn't allow a Torah scroll to be desecrated in front of my eyes again, and
in a Jewish museum of all places!”

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)




Continued..

“I approached the curator and asked him to close the Sefer Torah. He refused, telling me | couldn’t tell him how to run his museum. So | said to him:
I'll buy it — that will solve the problem. He laughed. You couldn’t afford it, he said. Try me, | replied. He gave me a number, it was very high — much
higher than the market value of the Torah. But without pausing for even a second, [ took out my checkbook and paid for it. The staff at the museum
removed the Torah from the display case and gave it to me, and | took it home. It's an early eighteenth-century Torah, | had it restored and then
checked b%the best soferim, and they all assured me that it is 100% kosher. So you're worried about the upside-down “nun” letters? Talk to the
experts — they will explain it to you.” And the discussion was over.

And as it turned out, m% father’s friend was right. In a detailed response to a que? posed by Rabbi Pinchas Katzenellenbogen of Boskowitz (1691-
17657), the hea eight halakhist Rabbi Yechezkel Landau of Prague (1713-1793) took an earlier rabbinic giant — Rabbi Shlomo Luria of Lublin
(“Maharshal”; 1510-1573) - to task for suggesting that the correct way to separate the two verses from the Book of Numbers was to insert upside-
down “nun” letters in the text itself, rather than in spaces before and after, on the basis of his interpretation of the relevant Talmudic passage and his

view that adding “extra” letters to a Torah scroll would render the scroll unusable.
Rabbi Landau - best known by the title of his halakic work Noda BiYehuda — offered a respectful but erudite refutation of Maharshal's view, but then
groposed a stunmn&gonc_essnon, clearly on the basis that there were many existing Torah scrolls in the mid-eighteenth century which would have
ecome unusable if his ruling was followed unconditionally. “From today onwards,” Rabbi Landau said, “if a sofer is engaged to write a Sefer Torah,
they should do it in this way.” From now on, he was saying(,/it_would have to be upside-down “nun” letters in spaces béfore and after the verses, not
in the text - lf(%/ou wanted your Sefer Torah to be kosher. Which meant that those Torah scrolls written in earlier times following Maharshal’s opinion
remained valid to use until aﬁe, wear and tear would confine them to genizah. Once these older scrolls were all in genizah, every remaining Torah
scroll in circulation would follow the Noda BiYehuda’s opinion and the problem would be resolved.
But I'm guessing that the Noda BiYehuda hadn’t reckoned with m?/ father’s friend, whose rescue and spare-no-expense restoration of the early
eighteenth-century Torah meant that Rabbi Landau’s exception allowing a Maharshal Torah to be considered kosher could still be applied to at least
one Sefer Torah — well into the twenty-first century!
My father’s friend died a few years ago, but the Maharshal Torah scroll remains very much in use. The famH% sent me photos of the “nun” anomaly in
this kosher-to-use Torah — and | consider it a unique example of the rich range and variety within the halakhic system, a system that has kept us going
as Jews for millennia, and which continues to sustain us and guide us in every aspect of our lives.

Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom and a great week ahead,
Rabbi Pini Dunner
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May . Shirley Gittler ) Katie Kest
Shlrley&attﬁvra?am a’h Rabbi Al Kalinsky
Happy Memorial Day! oLaer 0 Jonathoww Zucker
Gregg Gittler N
We are remembering and honoring Yahrtzeit - 20 Sivan Nat Rodew
those who guarded our freedom and Nicole Schaeffer
peace. Betty Kramer Jonathaw Gromis
Batya a”’h Nadine Gersow
Tune in to Rabbi Dunner’s New Mother Of: Sidney Stoll
Series Shhawney Flsne Mawty Feldberg
Yahrtzeit - 22 Sivan :
Treasure’s from the Rabbi’s Library Sag&m\?“’ng
anwv Vauw
The next Episode is airing June 21st || Leah Schleisinger-Ben Tovim
at 5pm! ° Rabbanit Chaya Leah bat Rebeccaw Grabel
0 e : HaRav Dovid a”h Stephew Zeller
Email office@yinbh.org for more Mother of
information Simi Feigen

Yahrtzeit - 23 Sivan QW /%mwewau/

Fred Baum

Reserve a seat or table now

for our YINBH Annual Gala! Ephraim David ben Elimelach Pﬁiﬁﬁ & Janice 7<mfl[ ler
7’1
Thursday, June 17th Mother of Mark & Amy Kestenhaum
Ads purchased can be submitted to Michael Baum
banquet@yinbh.org Roberta Kimmel Patrick X Ginetts Hodnra
Anna Baum
Yahrtzeit - 24 Sivan
Shabbat Shalom, ~ -
Cecile & Ruthie PAUL FEDER Z"L : v lw{nw =L Dm.g "
Sisterhood Co-President > Join Rabbi Dunner for his Gemara
Sieiniolee] AR Fisliels s GEM&RASH[UR shiur on Shabbat mornings 45

72 minutes before Shacharit.




TREASURES —
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Live Worldwide Premiere
8PMEST - JUNE7,2021
ABRAMORAMA

y

Facebook Live Worldwide Premiere of “"Upheaval: The
Journey of Menachem Begin” June 7, 2021, at 8 PM
Eastern. Menachem Begin's incredible life story plays
out in this captivating documentary film from

producer, writer and director Jonathan Gruber.

i3 Imprisoned by the Soviets. Orphaned by the

Wi SERIES Holocaust. Elected Prime Minister. Crowned
2nd EPISODE peacemaker by the Nobel Prize Committee.
Disgraced by the Lebanon War. Menachem Begin was

MONDAY a pillar of the State of Israel and a tireless fighter for
June 21st the Jewish people.
Spm PST This is a one-time viewing event, and the film will not
' ~ be available on Facebook after this date and time!
July 19th + August 23rd RSVP Today!
Join the zoom at
beverlyhillssynagogue.org/zoom Sign up at :
‘q]y, BEVERLY HILLS SYNAGOGUE facebook.com/events/297309961962132
YOUNG ISRAEL OF NORTH BEVERLY HILLS
EEREH UAE Tog
E &
WITH
SHABBAT DAY DETAILS COMING SOON
JUNE 12TH AT 10AM
TEEN MINYAN IS BACK!

Teen led services and participation
in the shul patio

Followed by a teen only kiddush to-go
(f catered by Jeff's Gourmet

Sponsorship welcome

RSVP to office@yinbh.org
to attend
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BEVERLY HILLS SYNAGOGUE koshero
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https://www.facebook.com/events/297309961962132

YINBH GALA
BANQUET

marking the full re-opening of our
synagogue and the resilience of our
community over the past year

HONORING

e . NN E

IN PERSON & VIRTUAL

PRIVATE HOME IN BEVERLY HILLS
ADDRESS PROVIDED UPON RSVP

www.bhsbanquet.com




