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Dear Members & Friends, 
 

I learned some interesting facts about deserts this week. The first fact is probably the 
most astounding one of all – did you know that deserts cover about one-fifth of 
Earth’s land area? And here’s another astounding fact: considering that the word 
‘desert’ is derived from the fact that deserts are thought of as vast, ‘deserted’, empty 
spaces, it was a shock to discover that deserts across the world are inhabited by 
around 1 billion people, amounting to one-eighth of the Earth’s population.  
 

According to National Geographic, a desert is best defined as an area that consistently receives 
low annual precipitation – namely, no more than 10 inches (25 centimeters) of rain a year, and 
often much less. Deserts are usually thought of as “very hot”, but although it is true that some 
deserts are extremely hot, with temperatures that can exceed 130°F (54°C) – such as the Sahara 
Desert in North Africa – there are also vast deserts that have very cold climates, the best-known 
being Antarctic and the Arctic ice cap.  
 

Astonishingly – although perhaps not such a surprise, with what we now know about the 
dramatic effects of climate change – deserts today were not always deserts in the past. For 
example, in prehistoric times, the Sahara Desert enjoyed a mild, moist climate, and there is even 
archaeological evidence of human settlement, including art, burial locations, and manufactured 
implements. But now, in the very same parts of the Sahara that were once full of humans, fauna, 
and flora you will find windswept, sun-parched sand dunes – areas incapable of supporting life. 
Although, as it turns out – that is not quite true. 
 

Most deserts are not quite as uninhabited and as lifeless as they seem. In fact, they are home to a 
range of very specialized plants and animals, all of which have adapted to life in extreme 
conditions. And being so precisely calibrated for life in such a harsh environment, the slightest 
change can spell disaster for these creatures and organisms. One curious example is the Mohave 
tui chub, a fish originally native to the Mojave River that runs through the San Bernardino 
Mountains in California. This once vigorous waterway running through the arid Mojave Desert 
region was drastically diminished by the damming of its headwaters and reductions to the river’s 
underflow, which, in turn, resulted in the decline of the Mohave tui chub species. The final nail in 
the coffin came in the 1930’s, when non-native arroyo chub fish were illegally introduced into the 
Mojave River by anglers as baitfish. The arroyo chub was much more suited to the now much 
warmer and much shallower habitat conditions in the river and as a result quickly spread through 
the river, ultimately replacing the native Mohave tui chubs via competition and hybridization. 
 

And if it weren’t for the eccentric radio evangelist and self-proclaimed physician, Curtis Howe 
Springer (1896-1985), the Mohave tui chubs might have disappeared for good. In 1944, with the 
encouragement of his fiancée Helen, Springer purchased an old abandoned military outpost at 
Soda Springs, California, where he built a fake hot-springs resort at the now renamed town of 
Zzyzx – so named so that Springer’s “mineral springs resort” would always be “the last word” in 
health. Springer was convicted in 1974, and eventually imprisoned, for squatting on federal land 
and making the false claim that his health foods would cure everything “from sore toes to cancer.” 
Following his conviction, the former resort was given by the Federal government to California 
State University, who converted the area into a research station called the Desert Studies Center, 
and then introduced the Mohave tui chub into Lake Tuendae, an artificial pond excavated by 
Springer in the mid 1950s. 
 

The fourth book of the Torah is known as “Bamidbar”, which means “in the desert” – a reference 
to first verse of the book:  ר ה' ֶאל ֹמֶשה ְבִמְדַבר ִסיַני  God spoke to Moses in the Sinai Desert.” The” - ַוְיַדבֵּ
commentaries offer a range of explanations for this unusual mention of a geographic location, 
with the consensus among them being that during the entire first year after the Torah was given, 
all instructions from God to Moses were given on Mount Sinai, whereas once the Tabernacle 
temple was constructed, and over the next almost forty years, God’s communications with Moses 
occurred in the Tent of Meeting, wherever it was located in the Sinai Desert. 
 

But while this very literal understanding of the “desert” reference offers a practical explanation for 
the inclusion of the geographic location in the opening verse, it does not explain why the Torah’s 
foundational instruction had to occur in a desert environment rather than in the Land of Israel. A 
clue to the answer can be found in the Talmud (Eruvin 54a), which offers an explanation for a 
verse later on in Bamidbar (Num. 21:18):  נָּה ר ַמתָּ  and from Midbar (‘desert’) to Matana” ּוִמִמְדבָּ
(‘gift’).” The Talmud informs us that this verse contains a profound lesson: if someone humbles 
themselves like a desert, then their Torah study will endure and be given to them as a gift. But if 
not, says the Talmud, their Torah will not endure. 
 

In numerous places, traditional sources compare Torah to life-nourishing water – without which 
we would perish from thirst. But nowhere is this analogy more resonant than in a desert, which is 
where water is so scarce – so much so, that the slightest change in the availability of water can 
alter our prospects or doom us into oblivion. The Torah, which is the binding constitutional 
document of the Jewish people, is a spiritual water source. Utilized properly and treated as a 
precious resource not to be tampered with, the Torah can be a never-ending source of life. But if 
there is the slightest change, the impact on us can and will be devastating. 
 

Unlike the rather lucky Mohave tui chub, those who find themselves in a precariously water-
reduced environment won’t have a weird savior like Curtis Howe Springer to rescue them from 
extinction. And remarkably, the Talmud is clear on this point, in its commentary on a verse in 
Habakkuk (1:14) that describes how God “made mankind like the fish of the sea.” Why are human 
beings compared to fish, asks the Talmud? Simple, it explains – just as fish cannot survive without 
water, people who separate themselves from the words of Torah and from doing mitzvahs are 
similarly fated. Which is precisely the powerful message of Bamidbar, a book which fittingly 
begins on the Shabbat before Shavuot, the festival anniversary of God giving us the Torah so 
many thousands of years ago. 
 

Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom, Chag Sameach, and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner 

 
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 3RD 

CANDLELIGHTING: 7:42PM 

MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT: 6:30PM 
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 4TH 

GEMARA SHIUR: 8:30AM 

SHACHARIT: 9:15AM 

PIRKEI AVOT SHIUR: 7:25PM 

MINCHA: 7:55pm 

SEUDAH SHLISHIT 8:15PM IN THE BEIT MIDRASH  

MAARIV: 8:40pm 

 

 

LEIL SHAVUOT JUNE 4TH 

**CANDLELIGHTING: 8:46PM 

DINNER IN SOCIAL HALL: 9:00PM 
SHIUR BY CHAZZAN NATI BARAM: 9:30PM 

CHEESECAKE BREAK: 10:15-10:30PM 
SHIUR BY RABBI PINI DUNNER: 10:30PM 

ICE CREAM DESSERT: 11:15PM-11:30PM 

See Shiurim topics on page 3 

SHAVUOT DAY 1 -SUNDAY, JUNE 5TH 

SHACHARIT: 9:00AM 

MINCHA/MAARIV: 7:55PM 

**CANDLELIGHTING: 8:46PM 
 

SHAVUOT DAY 2- MONDAY, JUNE 6TH 

GEMARA SHIUR: 8:15PM 

SHACHARIT: 9:00AM 

YIZKOR(APPROXIMATELY) 10:30AM 

MINCHA: 7:55PM 

MAARIV 8:45PM 

SHAVUOT ENDS: 8:47PM 
 

**Light candles using an existing flame.  

Bracha is l’hadlik ner shel Yom Tov and 

Shehecheyanu 

                 Shacharit      Mincha/Maariv 

Tues- Thurs  7:00am            7:55pm 

Friday          7:00am               6:30pm 

 

Welcome to all those joining for the TEEN 
MINYAN this Shabbat at 10:00am in the 

beit midrash 

Teen-led services and participation 
followed by a teen-only kiddush 

MAZAL TOV 
Ernie Goldberger on his 95th 

Birthday! 
 עד מאה כעשרים שנה!

THANK YOU 
Ernie & Regina Goldberger for hosting 

the kiddush luncheon in honor of 
Ernie’s Birthday and for Sponsoring 

the Shavuot flowers.   
Luncheon is for members and invited guests  



 

 

Happy Anniversary 

Patrick & Ginette Hodara 
Bart & Arleen Tanenbaum 

 לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן  שמשון הלו

Join Rabbi Dunner for his Gemara 

shiur on Shabbat and Yom Tov 45 

minutes before Shacharit. 

Paul Feder z’’l Gemara Shiur 

June 

 

Wishing you and your loved ones a very 

happy Shavuot full of Torah learning and 

delicious cheesecake! 

 

Mazal Tov to Ernie Goldberger on his 

95th Birthday!  Until 120 with health 

and happiness.   

Welcome to all members and invited 

guests who are joining for the milestone 

Birthday. 

 

You don’t wanna miss it!  

Throwdown with Rabbi Dunner and 

Dennis Prager! 

The Great Debate 

Saban Theater 

Wednesday, June 8th at 7:00pm 

thegreatdebate.brownpapertickets.com 

 

Bring your little ones for a fun time! 

Holiday Hopper, Shabbat Edition 

Sunday, June 12th  

 Big Fun for Little One ages 1-7yrs  

 

For All You Gourmands Out There! 

The Biblical Feast of Exotic Legends 

The Annual Benefit for The Biblical 

Museum of Natural History 

Monday, June 13th at 6:30pm 

 

Chag Sameach and  

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents  

Sisterhood Corner 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Stephen Zeller 

Rachelle Aronowitz 

Avital Slifkin 

Jonathan Sassover 

Ruth Kahn 

Dani Samson 

Ernie Goldberger 

MEMBERS- If you have a 
child or grandchild who is 

graduating this year, please send 
their information to 

mkramer@yinbh.org by Monday, 
June 13th.  Please send a photo, 
where they are graduating from, 

and the degree they are receiving.  

YAHRTZEITS 

Yosef Goldberger 
Yosef ben Yishayahu z”l 

Father of 
Ernie Goldberger 
Yahrtzeit -  6 Sivan  

Shmuel Goldberger 
Shmuel ben Yosef z”l 

Brother of 
Ernie Goldberger 
Yahrtzeit -  6 Sivan  

Violet Sadeghi 
Tova bat Moshe a”h 

Mother of 
Faramarz Sadeghi 
Yahrtzeit -  5 Sivan  

Mazal Tov 
Danny Gromis and Tanner Strommen on 

their wedding last week.  Mazal Tov Ed & 

Cecile Gromis and Dellon & Lisa Strommen 

Jozef Goldberger 
Jozef ben Yosef z”l 

Brother of 
Ernie Goldberger 
Yahrtzeit -  6 Sivan  

Adina Goldberger 
Adina bat Yosef z”l 

Mother of 
Ernie Goldberger 
Yahrtzeit -  6 Sivan  

Baruch Goldberger 
Baruch ben Yosef z”l 

Brother of 
Ernie Goldberger 
Yahrtzeit -  6 Sivan  

 
@YouingIsraelofNorthBeverlyHills 

@beverlyhillssynagogue 

@BHSynagogue 

FOLLOW US ON 

SOCIAL MEDIA!   

Keep up to date 

on what’s 

happening at 

our Synagogue 

in real time! 

thegreatdebate.brownpapertickets.com
https://www.facebook.com/YoungIsraelOfNorthBeverlyHills
https://twitter.com/BHSynagogue


 

 

The Keilim Mikvah is now open for 

use.  You can buzz-in for access via 

the intercom at the entrance to the 

garage, during weekday office hours.    

It is customary to give tzedakah 

before doing to mitzvah of tovelling 

Keilim.  You can give a donation 

directly to the keilim mikvah by 

visiting 

beverlyhillssynagogue.org/keilim.   

STEVEN & VIVIAN DORFMAN KEILIM MIKVAH 

https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/keilim


 


