
 

13 Iyyar • Emor  May 13-14, 2022 

Dear Members & Friends, 
In January 1961, Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (1895-1986) was approached with a 
strange and somewhat disturbing halakhic question. At the time, Rabbi Feinstein 
was renowned as one of the greatest living experts in the field of traditional Jewish 
law, with an encyclopedic knowledge of every available source, coupled with the 
courage to chart an original halakhic course when the need arose, and a fresh 
approach was possible. 
 

The question concerned a Jewish man married to a woman who had converted to Judaism. 
After the wedding, it emerged that the newly-wedded man was a “cohen” – a Jew of priestly 
descent – which meant he was forbidden to marry a convert, a Torah law derived from a verse 
in Parshat Emor (Lev. 21:7; Yevamot 6:5). The halakhic position is clear: if a cohen marries a 
convert, whether the marriage was an innocent mistake or the couple hid the groom’s status 
from the rabbi who performed the ceremony, although the marriage is valid, Jewish law 
compels the couple to get divorced. 
 

In a few short lines, Rabbi Feinstein dismissed the idea of a forced divorce in this case, and ruled 
that the man could remain married to his wife (see: Iggerot Moshe EH 4:11). The reason he 
gave for his lenient ruling was very simple: the husband’s cohen status was based on unreliable 
evidence. The only indication had emerged at his barmitzva many years earlier, when his father 
– from whom he was now estranged – declared that he was a cohen, insisting that his son be 
called up to the Torah for the cohen’s blessing. But his father was not an observant Jew, while 
his father’s paternal uncle had never mentioned that he was a cohen, nor had he ever done 
anything that remotely suggested he considered himself of priestly descent.  
 

According to the Shulḥan Arukh (EH 3:1), if someone walks into a synagogue and claims to be a 
cohen, we reject his claim unless he can bring at least one reliable witness to support it. But 
curiously, this stringent view of the Shulḥan Arukh is rejected by Rabbi Moshe Isserles (1530-
1572), who observes quite simply that the ruling “is not the custom of our communities.” As 
there is no financial benefit to being a cohen nowadays, with the suspension of all the biblically 
required priestly tithes, the only relevant implication to a claim of priestly descent are restrictions 
– such as not marrying a convert. Meanwhile, giving a non-cohen the cohen-designated Torah 
blessing is not considered a significant enough benefit for us to reject a claim of priestly descent.  
 

Rabbi Yehudah ben Shimon Ashkenazi (1705-1745), in his commentary on Shulḥan Arukh Ba’er 
Hetev, initially takes issue with Rabbi Isserles’ assertion about the lack of financial benefit for a 
self-declared cohen. How about money gained from a pidyon haben – the ritual ceremony 
whereby an Israelite father and mother redeem their firstborn son by giving a cohen five silver 
shekels? Surely that is a financial benefit akin to tithes? But after posing the question, Rabbi 
Ashkenazi sets it aside, with the wry observation that the newcomer cohen is unlikely to be 
chosen to receive a pidyon haben payment, and in any event pidyon haben ceremonies are a 
rare event. 
 

Rabbi Yaakov Emden (1697-1776) mentions a custom he had observed among some Cohanim 
he knew to return the pidyon haben payment once the ceremony was over. He thoroughly 
approved of this practice, as no cohen could ever be certain that they were patrilineally 
descended from Aaron the High Priest of the Torah, and while we must go through the 
motions of the redemption ritual, if the cohen kept the money and was not actually a cohen – it 
would be theft. Remarkably, Rabbi Emden even suggests that the baby’s father should redeem 
his eldest son to as many Cohanim as possible, in the hope that at least one of them is a cohen! 
(See: She’ilat Yaavetz 1:155) 
 

Rabbi Yehudah Ashkenazi’s great nephew, Rabbi Moshe Sofer (1762-1839), best known by the 
name of his magnum opus Chatam Sofer, takes the discussion about a self-declared cohen in a 
slightly different direction. At the beginning of Parshat Emor, the Torah instructs us to treat each 
and every cohen as holy (Lev. 21:8):   ְקִריב ָקֹדש ִיְהֶיה ָלְך ְשּתֹו ִכי ֶאת ֶלֶחם ֱאֹלֶהיָך הּוא מַּ  you must” - ְוִקדַּ
consider him holy, since they offer God’s bread; they shall be holy to you.” Indeed, the reason 
we reserve the first Torah blessing for a cohen is as a direct result of this verse. In which case, 
says Rabbi Sofer, how can Rabbi Isserles suggest that we allow a cohen whose status is 
unconfirmed to fulfill this role of being called up to the Torah as a cohen, by which we 
discharge our duty to treat a cohen as holy, if there are Cohanim in our community whose 
lineage is confirmed? We have a rule in Jewish law that when there is a choice between 
something certain and something uncertain – certainty always takes precedence over 
uncertainty. 
 

His answer is surprising. If we give honor to this self-declared cohen of uncertain ancestry, says 
Rabbi Sofer, even if he is an imposter, we will nonetheless have discharged our duty of showing 
deference to the holiness of Cohanim. After all, the reason we call him up to the Torah as a 
cohen is because we believe him to be one, which means that even if we are wrong about his 
identity — we have still satisfied our obligation. And if the man deliberately misidentified himself 
as a cohen, he is the one who has done something wrong; those who show him esteem are 
doing so for the right reasons, and can still benefit from having done their mitzvah.  
 

The late Rosh Yeshiva of Torah Vodaath, Rabbi Avraham Yaakov Pam (1913-2001) – himself a 
cohen – adds another dimension to this novel idea. He says that Rabbi Sofer’s explanation of 
Rabbi Isserles’ lenient ruling can be a source of solace for rabbis who know they don’t deserve 
the acclaim and veneration they get. While they may not be as spiritually elevated as their 
acolytes think they are – that’s just fine, because anyone who shows them honor is doing the 
mitzvah of honoring a Torah scholar, even if those they honor are not worthy, just as someone 
who honors a cohen receives the merit of the mitzvah, even if the cohen is not actually a cohen. 
In the final analysis, we always have to do our duty – and the rest we must leave to God. 
 

Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner 

 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 13 

CANDLELIGHTING: 7:28PM 

MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT: 6:30PM 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 14 

GEMARA SHIUR: 8:30AM 

SHACHARIT: 9:15AM 

PIRKEI AVOT SHIUR: 7:05PM 

MINCHA: 7:35pm 

MAARIV: 8:30pm 

SHABBAT ENDS: 8:32PM 

Guest Speakers: 

 Rav Yosef Zvi Rimon, Chief Rabbi 
of Gush Etzion and Rosh Yeshivah 

of Lev Academic Center (JCT).  
He will speak on the halachic and 

spiritual aspects of Shemitta in 
Modern Day Israel. 

 
And Dr. Tzvi and Sue Muslow, 

Israeli farmers from Moshav Beit 
Gamliel, who are practicing 

Shemitta kehilchata.  They will 
speak on their challenges and 

dedication of keeping the mitzvah.  

They will speak at the kiddush luncheon 

  WELCOME 

                 Shacharit      Mincha/Maariv 

Sunday         8:00am              7:35pm 

Mon- Thurs  7:00am            7:35pm 

Friday          7:00am               6:35pm 

 

THANK YOU  
This week’s Kiddush 

Luncheon is sponsored by 
Mark & Amy Kestenbaum in 

memory of Mark’s father, Emil 
Kestenbaum, Menachem 

Mendel ben Mordechai 
Gimpel z”l, whose yahrtzeit is 

on the 15th of Iyyar; 
 

And by Shari & Michael 
Weiner in memory of Shari’s 

mother, Kitty Elsie 
Finkelstein, Esther Rachael 

bat Avraham Yaakov a”h,  
whose yahrtzeit is on 13th of 

Iyyar.  



 

May / June 

 

Join us for a fun dinner and 
entertainment! 

YINBH GALA Banquet 

Tuesday, May 31st at 6:00pm 

Maybourne Hotel 

bhsbanquet.com 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Shavuot Learn-a-thon and Dessert 

Saturday, June 4th  

More details to follow! 

 

Join Us at the Great Debate Between 
Rabbi Dunner and Dennis Prager 

The Great Debate 

Saban Theater 

Wednesday, June 8th at 7:00pm 

thegreatdebate.brownpapertickets.com 

 

Holiday Hopper, Shabbat Edition! 
Sunday, June 12th  

Big Fun for Little People ages 1-5yrs 

 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents  

Sisterhood Corner YAHRTZEITS 
Jan Czuker 

Yosef ben Menachem Mendel z”l 
Husband of 

Susanne Czuker 
Father of 

Mark Zucker 
Edward Czuker 

Yahrtzeit -  14 Iyyar  

Emil Kestenbaum 
Menachem Mendel ben Mordechai 

Gimpel z”l 
Father of  

Mark Kestenbaum 
Yahrtzeit -  15 Iyyar  

Kitty Elsie Finkelstein 
Esther Rachael bat Avraham  

Yaakov a”h 
Mother of 

Sharon Weiner 
Yahrtzeit -  13 Iyyar  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Joey Baum 

Stephen Samuel 

Daniel Soroudi 

Mark Kestenbaum 

Flora Yamin 

 —Save The Dates— 
Guest Speaker M.K. Dov Lipman 

Shabbat, May 21st 

~~~ 

Aufruf of Daniel Gromis 

Members and Invited Guests Only 

Shabbat, May 28th  

 

YINBH GALA BANQUET 

Tuesday, May 31st 

~~~ 

Ernie Goldberger’s 95th Birthday 

Luncheon  

Members and Invited Guests Only 

Shabbat, June 4th  

~~~ 

Shavuot Learn-a-thon and Dessert 

Saturday Evening, June 4th 

~~~ 

Dennis Prager Debate 

Wednesday, June 8th 

~~~ 

Holiday Hopper, Shabbat Edition 

Sunday, June 12th 

~~~ 

Graduation Shabbat 

June 18th 

~~~ 

Aufruf of Jonathan Sassover  

June 25th 

 לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן  שמשון הלו

Join Rabbi Dunner for his Gemara shiur on 

Shabbat and Yom Tov 45 minutes before 

Shacharit. 

Paul Feder z’’l Gemara Shiur 

Jacob Samuel 
Yaakov ben Moshe z”l 

Father of 
Joseph Samuel 

Yahrtzeit -  13 Iyyar  

Laszlo Weiss 
Shmuel ben Yosef HaLevi z”l 

Father of 
Suzi Weiss 

Yahrtzeit -  17 Iyyar  

MEMBERS- If you have a child or grandchild who is graduating 
this year, please send their information to mkramer@yinbh.org by 

Monday, June 13th.  Please send a photo, where they are graduating 
from, and the degree they are receiving.  

A Note from Eva and Sydney Hogan 

Thank you for all your kind 
words and heartwarming 

support following the passing 
our mother and grandmother, 

Eva Liskova.  It made a big 
difference to us during this 

difficult time.  Your kind words 
and presence at the memorial 
reception are appreciated and 

cherished.   
 

With Love, 
Eva Hogan and Sydney Hogan 

https://bhsbanquet.com/index.html
https://thegreatdebate.brownpapertickets.com/


 



 

 

The Keilim Mikvah is now open for use.  You 

can buzz-in for access via the intercom at 

the entrance to the garage, during weekday 

office hours.    

It is customary to give tzedakah before 

doing to mitzvah of tovelling Keilim.  You 

can give a donation directly to the keilim 

mikvah by visiting 

beverlyhillssynagogue.org/keilim.   

STEVEN & CHAVI DORFMAN KEILIM MIKVAH 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      APRIL 16TH 

COUNT 1 

APRIL 17TH 

COUNT 2 

APRIL 18TH 

COUNT 3 

APRIL 19TH 

COUNT 4 

APRIL 20TH 

COUNT 5 

APRIL 21ST 

COUNT 6 

APRIL 22ND 

COUNT 7 

APRIL 23RD 

COUNT 8 

APRIL 24TH 

COUNT 9 

APRIL 25TH 

COUNT 10 

APRIL 26TH 

COUNT 11 

APRIL 27TH 

COUNT 12 

APRIL 28TH 

COUNT 13 

APRIL 29TH 

COUNT 14 

APRIL 30TH 

COUNT 15 

MAY 1ST 

COUNT 16 

MAY 2ND 

COUNT 17 

MAY 3RD 

COUNT 18 

MAY 4TH 

COUNT 19 

MAY 5TH 

COUNT 20 

MAY 6TH 

COUNT 21 

MAY 7TH 

COUNT 22 

MAY 8TH 

COUNT 23 

MAY 9TH 

COUNT 24 

MAY 10TH 

COUNT 25 

MAY 11TH 

COUNT 26 

MAY 12TH 

COUNT 27 

MAY 13TH 

COUNT 28 

MAY 14TH 

COUNT 29 

MAY 15TH 

COUNT 30 

MAY 16TH 

 COUNT 31 

MAY 17TH 

COUNT 32 

MAY 18TH 

COUNT 33 

MAY 19TH 

COUNT 34 

MAY 20TH 

COUNT 35 

MAY 21ST 

COUNT 36 

MAY 22ND 

COUNT 37 

MAY 23RD 

COUNT 38 

MAY 24TH 

COUNT 39 

MAY 25TH 

COUNT 40 

MAY 26TH 

COUNT 41 

MAY 27TH 

COUNT 42 

MAY 28TH 

COUNT 43 

MAY 29TH 

COUNT 44 

MAY 30TH 

COUNT 45 

MAY 31ST 

COUNT 46 

JUNE 1ST 

COUNT 47 

JUNE 2ND 

COUNT 48 

JUNE 3RD 

COUNT 49 

 

Count in the 

evening or 

after Maariv. 

CALENDAR FOR COUNTING THE OMER 

Sign up for 

the OU daily 

Sefirah 

reminder 

email at 

www.ou.org/

sefirah-email 

https://www.beverlyhillssynagogue.org/keilim
https://www.ou.org/sefirah-email/
https://www.ou.org/sefirah-email/

