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Dear Members & Friends, 
Earlier this month, Oscar Wilde’s iconic novel, The Picture of Dorian Gray, opened up as 
a play adaptation at a theater in Chicago. The new production – which sets the story in 
1970s New York instead of 1890s London – has been universally slated by critics, for its 
“flawed” script and “sluggish” cast. But most disappointing of all is its self-defeating 
depiction of the eponymous picture, about which I will say more in a moment. 
To have ruined this acclaimed masterpiece is quite an achievement. Perhaps Paul Edwards, to 
whom we owe this new stage adaptation, was unwittingly influenced by one of the book’s most 
famous lines: “to be popular, one must be a mediocrity.” After all, Dorian Gray is a literary work 
that transcends time and place, and Wilde’s razor-sharp prose is as fresh today as when it was 
written. 
Dorian Gray first appeared in the July 1890 edition of Lippincott’s Monthly Magazine, a semi-
annual literary journal published in Philadelphia. The premise of the story is simple. Dorian Gray, 
the book’s main character, is a hedonistic, handsome young man pursuing all the pleasures of life. 
Early on, Gray’s full-length likeness is painted by a famous artist. 
Enamored by how he appears in the portrait, Gray makes a wish for his exterior perfection to 
remain unaffected by the debauched lifestyle he leads, and for the portrait image to age and 
wither instead. 
His wish is granted, and the novel goes on to chart Gray’s libertine, selfish existence, with each 
passing episode resulting in further deterioration to his likeness in the painting, as it coldly records 
each of Gray’s sins in vivid visual detail. In the dramatic climax, Gray attempts to destroy the 
painting, resulting in his own grisly death. 
This compelling novella has been adapted dozens of times for both film and stage. The evolving 
portrait is always central to the drama, held up as a living reflection of Gray’s self-destructive 
decadence. In 1943, noted artist Ivan Albright was commissioned to paint Gray’s decaying image 
for the 1945 movie of Dorian Gray that later won an Academy Award. Albright’s painting, which 
can still be seen in the Art Institute of Chicago, stunningly depicts the degenerating decrepitude of 
Gray, and is shocking in its vileness. Which makes the decision to confine the picture’s changes to 
Gray’s psychotic mind in the Chicago play, with the image itself remaining static throughout the 
performance, all the more surprising. The entire story hinges on the contrast between picture and 
reality; without this contrast the narrative is lacking in both depth and dimension. 
Ironically, when the book first appeared Wilde was compelled to defend it against charges of 
immorality. But as he pointed out, this was a story with a powerful moral: “Dorian Gray, having led 
a life of mere sensation and pleasure, tries to kill conscience, and at that moment kills himself.” 
In any event, this was hardly an original storyline. As Wilde himself noted, Dorian Gray’s central 
premise was “an idea that is old in the history of literature, but to which I have given new form.” 
This was a reference to the medieval German legend of Johann Georg Faust, who makes a pact 
with the devil in exchange for a life of pleasure, but is ultimately bound for eternal servitude and 
oblivion. 
Although, in reality, the real origin of this storyline is not the legend of Faust; rather, it can be 
found in the spectacular nation-forming narrative at the dawn of Jewish history. 
One of the great puzzles of the Exodus narrative is the Israelite’s descent from relative freedom 
into hopeless slavery. Why was it necessary for them to suffer the misery of enslavement in order 
to experience Divine redemption? Another enigmatic aspect of the story is Pharaoh’s refusal to 
acknowledge his nation’s impending demise in the face of overwhelming evidence they were up 
against a force they could never overcome. Ancient Egypt was a culture obsessed with 
materialism.  To ancient Egyptians, a full-on materialistic life was not just the ultimate goal, it was 
the only goal. 
Even in death, their physical bodies were preserved, and then adorned with the best the material 
world had to offer, surrounded by a range of material accessories. The afterlife’s only value was as 
a continuation of the life lived in a material setting. 
In order to appreciate the futility of this outlook before becoming God’s chosen nation, the 
Israelites had to come face-to-face with everything that could be wrong with humanity, in order to 
ascend to the lofty spiritual heights of the Sinai revelation. The nascent Jewish nation, in their slow 
descent from invited and revered guests of Pharaoh, towards their wretched fate as despised 
slaves, evoke the deteriorating picture of Dorian Gray, while Pharaoh is Dorian, determined to 
celebrate and perpetuate his self-perceived omnipotence and invincibility. 
In his refusal to acknowledge Egypt’s fading powers, Pharaoh was setting himself up for the 
disastrous climax at the Red Sea, when instead of destroying the painting, the damage he had 
brought upon himself and his nation crystallized in Egypt’s devastating demise. 
The sixteenth century rabbinic luminary, Maharal of Prague, notes that the ten plagues of the 
Exodus story increased progressively in their severity. He interprets this as an ever intensifying 
message to the stubborn Pharaoh: unless he heeded the call from God, he was driving his nation 
over the abyss one sure step at a time. And while Pharaoh’s Dorian Gray portrait was in plain sight, 
for all to see, we all have our own Dorian Gray portrait hidden somewhere. We can either pay it 
attention, or hide it away in the attic, as Gray does in Wilde’s novel, and pretend at our peril that 
life is normal. The Torah is generally dismissed by non-believers as an irrational anachronism, with 
the argument that society has progressed beyond its morals and its messages. Really? To quote 
Oscar Wilde, “the books that the world calls immoral are books that show the world its own 
shame.” 
Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom, Chag Sameach and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner 

 
THURSDAY, APRIL 14TH 
7:00am Shacharit 
4:00pm Deadline for selling 
chametz via Rabbi Dunner 
7:00pm Mincha/Maariv 
8:02pm Bedikat Chametz 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 15TH 
7:00am Shacharit  
7:30am Siyum Bechorim 
10:19am Latest time to finish 
eating chametz 
11:35am Latest time to 
burn/nullify the chametz  
*7:06pm Candle Lighting  
7:00pm Mincha/Kabbalat 
Shabbat/Maariv 
8:03pm Earliest time to start the 
Seder  
EAT AFIKOMAN BEFORE 12:53 AM 
*Make sure to light candles before 
7:06pm, as one would on a regular 
Friday night.  
*Brachot: “Le’hadlik ner shel 
Shabbat ve’YomTov” and 
“Shehecheyanu” 
*A 24hr candle should also be lit 
before 7:06pm 
 
SHABBAT, APRIL 16TH 
9:00am  Morning Services  
10:30am Mussaf with Tefillat Tal  
6:40pm Pirkei Avot Shiur with 
Rabbi Dunner  
7:10pm Mincha/Maariv/Sefirat 
Ha‘omer 
*8:05pm Candle lighting / Shabbat 
ends / Second Night Seder begins  
EAT AFIKOMAN BEFORE 12:53AM 
*Light should be taken from an 
existing flame. 
*Brachot on candles: “Le’hadlik ner 
shel YomTov” and “Shehecheyanu” 
 
SHABBAT, APRIL 17TH 
8:15am Gemara Shiur with Rabbi 
Dunner 
9:00am Shacharit (No Drasha) 
7:10pm Mincha 
7:20pm Shiur by Chazzan Nati 
Baram 
8:05pm Maariv/Sefirat Ha’omer 
8:10pm Yomtov Ends 

                 Shacharit      Mincha/Maariv 

Mon- Wed    7:00am              7:10pm 

Thursday     7:00am              6:45pm 

 

This week's Tefilla Notebook is sponsored by  

Cecile and Ed Gromis in memory of Ed’s father, 

Irving Gromis, Yisrael Tzvi ben Efraim HaLevi z”l, 

whose yahrtzeit is on 24 Nissan.   

See last days of See Last 
Days of Pesach Schedule 
and Kiddush Sponsors on 

Page 2 



 

Book Group 

April 26th at 7:30pm 
“People Love Dead Jews: Reports from a 

Haunted Present” by Dara Horn 

~~~ 
Bar Mitzvah of Micah Sostchen 

Shabbat, April 30th 

~~~ 

Movie “Upheaval” LA Premiere 

Sunday, May 1st 

~~~ 

Esther Mor,  

World WIZO President 

Guest Speaker 

Shabbat, May 7th 

~~~ 

Extended Kiddush Sponsored by  

Mark & Amy Kestenbaum 

Guest Speaker Rav Rimon 

Shabbat, May 16th  

~~~ 

Aurfuf of Daniel Gromis 

Shabbat, May 28th  

~~~ 

YINBH GALA BANQUET 

Tuesday, May 31st 

Happy Birthday 

Robin Broidy 

David Yamin 

Mitch Parver 

David Silvas 

David 
Hakakian 

Jonathan 
Soroudi 

Avi Elhiani 

Jaime 
Sohacheski 

Chaim Meyer 
Feigen 

Andrea 
Feldberg 

George 
Schaeffer 

Marian 
Merritt 

Sepideh Eliahoo 

Uri Dunner 

Noah Swartz 

Laurie Spencer 

Natalie Sudar 

Molly Boyer 

Elana Zeligman 

Happy Anniversary 

Raphy & Rivka Nissel 

 לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן  שמשון הלו

 

Join Rabbi Dunner for his 

Gemara shiur on Shabbat 

and Yom Tov 45 minutes 

before Shacharit. 

Paul Feder z’’l Gemara Shiur 

Rabbi Pini & Sabine Dunner  

for sponsoring the sponsoring the Siyum Bechorim on the  

Fast of the First Born (Friday, April 15th, at 7:30am)   

in memory of Rabbi Dunner’s late grandfather,  

Rav Yosef Tzvi Ha-Levi Dunner z”l,  

whose yahrtzeit is on Erev Pesach.   

Home made Pesach Cakes and soft drinks will be provided, after Eli Dunner has 

completed the last few lines of Masechet Chagiga.   
 

Evan & Liz Greenspan  

for sponsoring kiddush following services on the first day of Passover  

(Shabbat Day, April 16th) in memory of Evan’s father,  

Robert Greenspan, Reuven Feivel ben Chaim z”l,  

whose yahrtzeit is on 13 Nissan;  

and in memory of Liz’s father,  

Nathan Sweetbaum, Natan ben Yitzchok z”l,  

whose yahrtzeit is on 14 Nissan. 
 

Janice and Philip Kaufler  

for sponsoring kiddush on the 7th Day of Passover, (Friday, April 22nd ) 
In Honor of the recent Marriage of Adam and Eliana Kaufler; 

In honor of the birth of a new granddaughter to  
Alex and Sarah Masket, Sophia Rose/Gitel 

And In Honor of Philip’s Birthday 
 

Irina Schaeffer  

for sponsoring an extended Kiddush on the 8th day of Passover,  

(Shabbat Day, April 23rd) in honor of George’s birthday.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 21ST 
7:00am Shacharit (includes hallel and 
mussaf) 
*11:00am Yizkor on zoom    
6:45pm Mincha/Maariv/Sefirat 
Ha’omer 
**7:11pm Candle Lighting 
*Code: 310 276 7650   Pwd: yinbh 
**Do “Eruv Tavshilin” BEFORE 
CANDLELIGHTING so that you can eat 
food on Shabbat prepared on Yomtov 
**24 Hour candle should be lit before 
**Bracha on candles: “Le’hadlik ner 
shel YomTov” – NO “SHEHECHEYANU” 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 22ND 
8:15am Gemara Shiur with Rabbi 
Dunner 
9:00am Shacharit (no drasha) 
6:45pm Mincha/Maariv 
*7:12pm Candle Lighting  
 
*Candles must be lit before 7:12 pm, 
as one would do on a regular Friday 
night.  
*Yizkor should be lit before  
*Light should be taken from an 
existing flame. 
*Bracha: “Le’hadlik ner shel Shabbat 
ve’YomTov” - NO “SHEHECHEYANU”  
 
SHABBAT, APRIL 23RD 
8:15am Gemara Shiur with Rabbi 
Dunner 
9:00am Shacharit 
10:10am Megillat Shir Hashirim 
10:45am (approx.) Yizkor 
6:50pm Pirkei Avot Shiur with Rabbi 
Dunner 
7:20pm Mincha 
7:40pm Seudah Shlishit/Neilat 
haChag 
8:10pm Maariv 
8:11pm Shabbat/Yomtov Ends 
8:20pm Chametz sold by Rabbi 
Dunner is available to use/eat 
also be lit before 7:06pm 

THANK YOU 

 

Reminder: Start 

Counting The Omer in 

the Evening After 

Ma’ariv beginning on 

the Second Night of 

Passover, April 16th 

Through April 29th 



 

April 

Save the date! 
Sisterhood’s next Book Group will be held 

Tuesday, April 26th  at 7:30pm  
We will be reading People Love Dead Jews by 

Dara Horn 
Bring your questions and comments, and be 

prepared for a robust discussion! 

 
Upheaval Premiere 

Join us for the premiere documentary about the life 
and legacy of former Israeli prime minister: 

Menachem Begin 
Sunday, May 1st 

Reception 6:30pm / Screening 7:30pm 
 

Reserve Your Seat Now! 
YINBH GALA Banquet 

Tuesday, May 31st at 6:00pm 
Maybourne Hotel 

 

We wish you and your family a happy and healthy 
Pesach.  We hope you have joyous and meaningful 

Seders surrounded by family and friends. 
Chag Kasher V’Sameach! 

 & 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

Sisterhood Corner YAHRTZEITS 

Gene Thompson 
Yosef ben Avraham z”l 

Father of 
Benjamin Thompson 
Yahrtzeit -  21 Nissan  

Margaret Feder 
Malka bat Yisrael a”h 

Mother of 
Donald Feder 
Steven Feder 
Helene Feder 

Yahrtzeit -  22 Nissan  

Ilse Halberstadt Schloss 
Miriam bat Meir a”h 

Mother of 
Stephen Schloss 

Yahrtzeit -  33 Nissan  

Sam Deutsch 
Shmaya ben Moshe Leib z”l 

Father of 
Galina Samuel 

Yahrtzeit -  23 Nissan  

Irving Gromis 
Yisrael Tzvi ben Efraim 

HaLevi z”l 
Father of 

Ed Gromis 
Yahrtzeit -  24 Nissan  

Harry Brandt 
Hersch ben Chaim z”l 

Father of 
Ruth Brandt 

Yahrtzeit -  19 Nissan  

Rabbi Alter Yosef Feigen 
Reb Alter Yosef ben HaRav 

Menachem Mendel z”l 
Father of 

Rabbi Yehuda Feigen 
Yahrtzeit -  26 Nissan  

Sam Hirt 
Shmuel Yishaya ben Zeev z”l 

Husband of 
Diana Hirt 

Yahrtzeit -  27 Nissan  

Sara Tanenbaum 
Sara Henya bat Moshe a”h 

Mother of 
Bart Tanenbaum 

Yahrtzeit -  28 Nissan  

Through April 29th 



 


