
 

Mar 6-7, 2020 

Dearest Members and Friends, 

Over the past few weeks, I have noted a major shift in the Jewish world, a shift that relates to 
the Haredi (ultra-orthodox) community in America and the startling decision by their most 
respected leaders to put up a slate for election to the World Zionist Organization (WZO). But 
before I delve into this astonishing development, let me give you some background history. 

Since the advent of the Zionist movement in the late nineteenth-century, the Haredi Jewish 
world has been at best suspicious, and at worst openly and aggressively hostile towards 
Zionism. In 1900, just three years after the First Zionist Congress, a book called Ohr Layesharim was 
published by ultra-orthodox activists in Warsaw. This book articulated a firm rejection of Zionism, which the 
authors contended was just another version of Reform Judaism. Ohr Layesharim also contained dozens of 
letters condemning Zionism, written by a broad spectrum of the most prominent rabbis of the era, including 
Rabbi Chaim Soloveitchik of Brisk, and Rabbi Sholom Dovber Schneersohn of Lubavitch.  

Antipathy towards Zionism, and particularly towards Zionist leaders, formed the backbone of the Haredi 
attitude during the pre-state era. And although there were different factions among Haredim, each with 
their own approach – such as Agudat Israel, who were willing to work with Zionists without formally 
recognizing them as authentic representatives of Judaism, and others, such as the Munkatcher Rebbe, Rabbi 
Chaim Elazar Shapira, who would not contemplate showing Zionism or Zionists any kind of recognition or 
even acknowledgement – broadly speaking, the Haredi world maintained its stance, namely, that Zionism 
was created by heretics, and therefore, in every iteration, it continued to be an outgrowth of heresy.  

To be fair, the secular Zionist leadership were no less antagonistic. They considered Haredim to be backward 
obscurantist reactionaries, and worked ceaselessly to undermine the influence of traditional rabbis and 
leaders across the Jewish world, hoping to realign Jewish identity with secular Zionist nationalist ideals. 

The first years after the creation of the State of Israel did nothing to repair this rift. Although Agudat Israel 
were signatories to Israel’s Declaration of Independence in 1948, by the early 1950s it became clear that 
Israel’s leaders, such as David Ben Gurion, had little respect if any for the needs and concerns of the small 
but very determined ultra-orthodox community, and every issue that came up quickly evolved into an 
existential battle, compounding the Haredi view that openly endorsing the State of Israel was a dereliction of 
the Jewish faith.  

In 1952, Agudat Israel’s elected representatives resigned from Ben Gurion’s government, and subsequently 
refused to join any coalition government with secular Zionists, preferring to advocate for the interests of 
their constituents as outsiders within the system, rather than as full-fledged members of the Zionist project. 
But that all changed in 1977, when Menachem Begin, scion of Zev Jabotinsky’s Revisionist Zionist ideology, 
won the Israeli elections after almost 30 years as leader of the opposition. 

Immediately after his stunning victory, the Prime Minister–designate was asked what style of leadership he 
intended to pursue in his new job, to which he immediately responded, “a Jewish style.” True to his word, 
Begin wooed the Haredim, with whom he had sat in opposition for decades, and correspondingly, the 
Haredim, guided by their remarkable rabbinical mentor, Rabbi Eleazar Menachem Man Schach, agreed to 
join a Zionist-led government. The precedent was set, and since that time the Haredim in Israel have become 
ever more deeply embedded into Israel’s mainstream. But what had become the norm for Israel was not 
reflected in the Diaspora – at least, until now.  

Which leads me to the WZO. The WZO was founded in 1897 at the First Zionist Congress in Basel, for the 
purpose of promoting the Zionist agenda across the Jewish world. In order for it to be democratically 
inclusive, the WZO included an elected body called the World Zionist Congress (WZC), made up of 
representatives of Jewish groups spanning the spectrum of Jewish identity. Since 1897 the WZC has gone 
through various phases, today comprising of 500 delegates who meet in Jerusalem every five years. The 
WZC meeting enables elected delegates, two thirds of whom are not Israeli citizens, to exert ideological 
influence on Israeli society and to further a global Jewish agenda, and, of course, to allocate financial and 
other resources to various organizations and projects in Israel. The 38th WZC meeting is scheduled to meet 
in Jerusalem this coming October, and current ongoing online elections, which end March 11, will 
determine the size of the various delegations. 

At some point last year, it dawned on Haredi leaders in America, as it had already some years earlier on 
American Religious Zionists, that the secular and progressive Jewish world in the Diaspora, and particularly 
the United States, had been able to overrepresent itself within the WZC, thereby determining the use of 
funds for projects in Israel, pushing an insidious agenda that has as its openly articulated aim the destruction 
of Torah-true Judaism and traditional Jewish values in Israel. Although this group do not have a significant 
constituency in Israel, as a result of their disproportionate numbers on the WZC, they can, for example, 
influence educational programs all over the country, either to block projects they disagree with, or to 
promote and fund programs that are in keeping with their progressive agenda. 

In the past few months the Haredi community in the United States has mobilized itself in an unprecedented 
way. Previous concerns about joining a primary Zionist organization such as the WZO have been discarded 
in favor of participation, to ensure that the structure of Jewish life in Israel, a country that is home to roughly 
half of all Jews in the world, and upon whom the future of Jewish life and identity depends, is not 
compromised. Haredim are being actively encouraged by their most senior rabbis in Israel and the United 
States to vote for the first ever WZC Haredi slate – Eretz Hakodesh – led by my dear friend Rabbi Pesach 
Lerner, formerly the Executive Vice President of the National Council of Young Israel, currently president of 
the Coalition for Jewish Values. Fired up to fight off the threat from WZC slates backed by J-Street and other 
such groups, the Haredi leadership has decided that after more than 120 years of sitting on the sidelines, the 
future of Judaism and Jewish life is too precious, and hiding in an ivory tower is no longer a viable option for 
anyone who cares about Jewish continuity and the safety and integrity of Jewish identity in the State of 
Israel – whether you are a Haredi living in Israel or a Haredi living in the Diaspora.        (Cont’d on Page 2) 

11 Adar ● Parshat Tezaveh ● Zachor ● Purim 

FRIDAY, MARCH 6 

5:35pm          CANDLELIGHTING 
5:40pm          MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT 
 
SATURDAY, MARCH 7 
8:30AM          GEMARA SHIUR 
9:15am          SHACHARIT  
4:55pm          PRE MINCHA SHIUR 
5:30pm          MINCHA 
5:50pm          SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
6:35pm          MA’ARIV  
6:40pm          SHABBAT ENDS 

 

Sun. March 1                 8:00am & 5:35pm 

Mon. March 2                 See Below 

Tue. March 3                           See Below 

Wed. March 4                         6:30am & 5:35pm 

Thu. March 5                 6:20am & 5:35pm 

Fri. March 6                   6:30am & 5:40pm 

 
SAVE  

THE  

DATE 

JUNE 

7TH 

2020 

YINBH 

GALA 

PURIM DAVENING TIMES 

Monday March 9 - Taanit Esther  

Fast Begins                                                 5:39am 

Shacharit                                                    6:15am 

Purim Carnival                                        6:00pm 

Mincha (with Kriyat HaTorah)         6:35pm 

Ma’ariv                                                         7:30pm 

Fast Ends                                                    7:36pm 

Megilla (w. Chazzan Baram)               7:36pm 

Tuesday March 10 

Shacharit                                                     6:30am 

Megilla (w. Chazan Baram )                6:45am 

2nd Megilla (w. Chazan Baram )     10:00am 

Mincha                                                         2:00pm 

NO MAARIV AT THE SHUL 

                 Spring  
                       FORWARD 

                     ADUST YOUR  

CLOCKS AHEAD  

               1 HOUR 

SATURDAY NIGHT 



 

Benjamin & Hannah 
Shlomi 

 
 

March 

Bring a friend to our next Shiur & 

Schmooze! 

 Wednesday, March 25th, at 9am 

Rosh Hodesh Nissan 

Parshat Vayikra 
 

Breakfast will be sponsored by  

Cecile Gromis & Roz Rothman 
 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

Sisterhood Corner 

 

Join Rabbi Dunner each Wednesday 
morning at 9am for the weekly ladies Parsha 

Shiur as he explores the weekly Torah 
portion through the eyes of the classic 

commentators.  
The next class will meet on 

Wednesday, March 25, 2020 at 9:00am  

Moritz Rosenfeld 
Moshe ben Naftali Zeev z"l 

Father of 
Robert Rosenfeld 
Yahrtzeit— 13 Adar 

Benzi Dunner 
Benzion ben Avraham Moshe 

Halevi z”l 
Brother of 

Rabbi Pini Dunner 
Yahrtzeit— 16 Adar 

 

 

Howie Fialkov 

Janice Levy 

Jennifer Halimi 

Leah Rebecca 

Bookstaber 

Raphy Nissel 

Rena Perl 

 

Use this link to join https://tinyurl.com/yinbhdafyomi    

Arthur  Silberspitz 
Avraham Aba ben Yitzchak z"l 

Brother of 
Cecile Gromis 

Yahrtzeit— 17 Adar 

Esther Samuel 
Esther bat Dovid a"h 

Mother of 
Joseph Samuel 

Yahrtzeit— 16 Adar 

Lillian Foster Becker 
Leah bat Leib a"h 

Mother of 
Lois Hirt 

Yahrtzeit— 17 Adar 

(Cont’d from page 1) 

The festival of Purim is often painted as a 

Jewish victory over genocide, with Haman’s 

planned holocaust being miraculously 

thwarted by Mordechai and Esther’s 

intervention. But this superficial reading 

misses the point entirely. Before her 

dangerous liaison with King Ahashveirosh, 

Esther appealed to Mordechai to gather 

together all the Jews of Shushan, without 

any differentiation, and to unite them into a 

cohesive group that prayed together and 

toiled together for Jewish survival. Only by 

joining up with each other, with all of them 

working for the same purpose, and 

addressing the crisis side-by-side with other 

Jews doing the same thing, could the threat 

from Haman be averted.  

There are even opinions that view Mordechai 

as partly to blame for Haman’s plans, which 

only came about as a result of Mordechai’s 

extremism, namely Mordechai’s refusal to 

bow down to Haman, an overly zealous act, 

as according to Jewish law there was no 

problem doing so. To be clear, the 

implication that Mordechai’s zealotry 

triggered the catastrophe is a minority 

opinion; nonetheless, it teaches us that self-

indulgent zealotry which sets one apart from 

others is ultimately counterproductive. In the 

end, we are all in this together, and as 

someone who was born and brought up in 

the Haredi world, seeing this seismic shift in 

the Haredi world has been a formative 

moment, and it is certainly a moment I feel 

we must all acknowledge and celebrate. To 

modify a hardened view that has been 

embedded in a collective psyche for well 

over a century requires bravery and vision. 

And if it results in more unity of purpose 

among Jews who love Israel and care for its 

Jewish future, then just like the almost 

undetectable miracle of Purim, it is truly the 

Hand of God. 

Wishing you Shabbat Shalom, and a great 

week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner 

 

We are delighted to 

inform you that JNF 

has planted 112 trees 

in Israel from 

donations collected in 

the JNF box every 

morning at Shacharit. 



 

 

 

Matanot La’Evyonim is one of the four designated mitzvot on Purim, along with hearing 

the Megilla, Mishloach Manot and Seudat Purim.  

As part of the unifying theme of the Purim festival, it is a mitzva to give money to 

needy families in the community, so that they too can afford to celebrate this festival 

properly, and have some welcome respite from their difficult financial circumstances, 

both on Purim, and after Purim. 

This year, as in past years, I will be distributing the money raised from our membership 

for Matanot La’evyonim to needy families here in LA and elsewhere. 

You can either donate by cash, check, or credit card.  

The cutoff date is Monday March 9th 

Checks can be made payable to “YINBH” and make sure to mark the checks as  

“Purim Appeal” 

A Message from Rabbi Pini Dunner 

 

Purim Security 
Announcement 

We want to ensure everybody enjoys a 

wonderful and safe Purim. To that end, if 

you intend to attend the Purim Carnival or 

Purim services, we ask you and your 

families to comply with two simple 

requests: 

  

1) Please do not approach or enter the shul 

wearing a mask. If you wish to put on a 

mask once you have entered the building, 

please do so. Should you leave the building 

again, please remove it until you return. 

  

2) Please do not bring anything resembling 

a firearm or other weapon to synagogue. 

Even if it may appear harmless, we must 

reserve the right to refuse entry. 

  

3) Please note that all bags, jackets, and 

personal items will be checked by security 

guards before entering the Synagogue.  We 

acknowledge that it is required to hear the 

full Megillah reading.  With that in mind, in 

order to ensure that you fulfill the mitzvah, 

please make sure to allow enough time for 

parking and security checks.  

Machatzit HaShekel 
On Taanit Esther before Mincha 
it is customary to give Machatzit 
HaShekel, a custom that dates 
back to our time in the Sinai 
Desert, when each coin was 

used to get a count of military 
aged Jewish men. Later on in 

our history the Machatzit 
HaShekel money was used to 
support the daily sacrifices in 

the Beit Hamikdash.  
 

There will be half-dollar coins 
available at the shul 

Wednesday afternoon before 
and after mincha, and again on 
Purim Day, both in the morning 

and in the 
afternoon. All 
the money 

raised will be 
distributed on 
Purim by Rabbi 
Gradon of the 

Merkaz HaTorah 
Kollel to needy families in Los 

Angeles. 

Important Information 
The current outbreak of COVID-19 or 
coronavirus is potentially a serious health 
issue, especially for our older people. The 
Talmud teaches  ,חמירא סכנתא מאיסורא
health issues demand greater diligence 
than any other halachic issue. For this 
reason, we must always exercise great 
care on matters of health and safety.  

  

We ask that all members of the shul 
follow the guidelines below: 

  

●    Wash your hands regularly with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds. 

●    Cover your cough or sneeze with a 
tissue or sleeve. 

●    Avoid touching your eyes, nose and 
mouth with unwashed hands. 

●    Avoid close contact with people who 
are sick. 

  

Most importantly, the Halacha is clear that 
one must stay home and not go to shul if 
one is sick with a potentially contagious 
respiratory illness, whether or not it is 
COVID or the Flu. 

For more information about COVID 19, 
please consult the CDC website. 

Thank you to our  

Purim Carnival Sponsors  

Aaron & Lilian Fuchs  
for a Refuah for all the cholim; 

Franck & Claudia Ruimy  
in memory of Franck's father, 

Yitzchak ben Yaakov z"l, 
whose yahrtzeit is on 6 Adar. 



 


