Mar 13-14, 2020

18 Adar ● Parshat Ki Tissa

FRIDAY, MARCH 13
6:41pm
CANDLELIGHTING
SATURDAY, MARCH 14
7:45pm
SHABBAT ENDS
The shul will be closed this
Shabbos for services and we
will reassess next week

There will not
currently be
davening in the shul
during the week. We
will be reassessing the
situation early next
week and will update
the membership
when things change.

See back page
for an update
on the current
situation and
the plans
currently in
place.
SAVE
THE
DATE
JUNE
7TH
2020

YINBH
GALA

Dearest Members and Friends,
The rapid spread of coronavirus has shocked us all, a shock only surpassed by the fierce
reaction by international governments and local authorities, who have imposed
draconian restrictions on an ever-increasing number of people. Last week I emailed a
friend who is a professor at Heilongjiang University in Harbin, a remote city in the far
north-east of China, and almost 1,500 miles from Wuhan, the epicenter of the outbreak.
He wrote to me: “We are under tight closure here in Harbin. The streets are empty, and
everything has been shut down including offices, schools and universities, workplaces
and shops. I have been at my home for over a month now and was able to go out briefly (with a police
pass) to stock up on food only 4 times.”
At that point, I thought to myself: “the Chinese have gone crazy, this is overkill.” But fast forward just
one week, and an entire country in Western Europe – Italy – is in total lockdown, as are parts of
Westchester County in New York. One hastily produced news documentary out of Australia showed
astonishing footage of the Chinese authorities welding the doors of apartment buildings shut, so that
no one inside them can leave, such is the fear of the new virus. Just think about that for a moment –
basic fire code compliance and fire safety concerns have been discarded in favor of measures aimed at
reducing the impact of a virus that until December did not even exist for humans. And cause for fear is
not unfounded. Based on what I have read in the past few days, COVID-19 can kill people who catch it
within hours, resulting in scenes that another friend of mine quipped were reminiscent of Hollywood’s
tackiest disaster movies.
But this is not a Hollywood movie, it is really happening. We are watching the world around us change
rapidly and forever, with some basic aspects of life we all take for granted being torn away from us,
affecting millions of people and thousands of businesses. We must all pray that this madness will soon
resolve itself, which of course it ultimately will, but in our heart of hearts we know that the post-COVID19 world will never – and can never – be the same again. Over the next few weeks and months, we
will have learned things about the way we live our lives as opposed to the way we ought to live our
lives that we will be compelled to remember and act upon forever.
And in the meantime, as we watch ordinary day-to-day activities being curtailed or totally halted – at
the top of the list: air travel and public gatherings – we are being forced to evaluate what life is going
to be like, at least over the period of the next few months, without those aspects of our lives which,
truthfully, we may never have properly appreciated. You know, things like vacations, sports games,
restaurants, and even family weddings and other milestone celebrations. Not that we don’t value
them, rather our appreciation is underscored by a sense of entitlement, and a belief that they are there
by default – limited only, if at all, by our resources, and determined by the calendar. They are
certainties, and nothing and no one can take them away from us. Until now. Just over the past few
days I have been notified of one wedding, two conferences, and one concert that have been
postponed, along with several charity dinners that were canceled. Hotels are empty, a number of
people I know personally here in Los Angeles are in self-quarantine, and it has never been easier or
faster to get to LAX during the day.
As Jews of faith, what are we to make of this new world? What lessons are there to be learnt from this
evolved reality? Rabbi Naphtali Zvi Yehuda Berlin (‘Netziv’), powerhouse of the nineteenth-century
Volozhin yeshiva, points out an interesting anomaly in Ki Tissa. The lesson he draws from this anomaly
poses a powerful religious message that can help us bring meaning in the midst of the current chaos.
At the end of Exodus 31, Moses receives the two tablets from God, and the final verse of that chapter
(Ex. 31:18) describes the tablets quite cursorily as having been written “by the finger of God”. The next
chapter begins with the story of the Golden Calf, in the middle of which Moses descends the mountain
with the tablets in hand – but here the chapter breaks to describe them in vivid detail: (Ex. 32:15-16):
“Moses turned and went down from the mountain bearing the two tablets of the covenant, tablets
inscribed on both their surfaces, both on one side and on the other; the tablets were God’s work, and
the writing was God’s writing, engraved upon the tablets.” The narrative then returns to the Golden
Calf, describing how Moses discovers what has happened along with his reaction, which includes
shattering the tablets he had only just received from God.
The Netziv wonders why it is necessary to add a new layer of description regarding the tablets right in
the middle of the Golden Calf narrative rather than include it earlier, when the tablets were first
mentioned. His intuitive answer is that the Torah consciously held back on any detailed description
until just before the tablets were going to be destroyed by Moses. It was precisely when the nation was
about to experience its first major knock, he says, that Moses revealed the matchless uniqueness of the
tablets. And then, as soon as the majesty of the tablets was revealed for all to see, they were gone
forever. Indeed, it was the shock-and-awe of this startling moment that allowed Moses to get the
nation’s attention, enabling him to turn things around and direct the nation back on track.
Perhaps it is the loss of those things we take for granted and expect as a norm, features that enhance
our lives immeasurably, that will prompt us all to understand the gravity of the current situation, not in
terms of the personal difficulties, but in terms of how we must throw ourselves into doing whatever it
takes, collectively and individually, to overcome this horrific threat to our world. We must follow the
guidance of professionals willingly and diligently, and demonstrate to God that we value life above all.
And with God’s help we will prevail, emerging from the crisis with our faith renewed and our religious
commitment strengthened.
Wishing you Shabbat Shalom, and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner

Sisterhood Corner
March
Thank you to all who have
participated in making this
year’s Mishloach Manot a
success!
Many thanks to the Sisterhood
Purim Committee for all their
hard work. June Brenner, Judith
Garshofsky, Nadine Gerson,
Cecile Gromis, Ruthie Kellerman,
Toni Rochelle, Roz Rothman,
Galina Samuel, Irina Schaffer,
and Arleen Tanenbaum
And a Special Thank You to
Darryl Kam.
Due to the current coronavirus
the Shiur & Schmooze that was
schedule for March 25th has
been postponed.
Shabbat Shalom,
Cecile & Ruthie
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Andre Rosenblatt
Ariel Richter
Edward
Tanenbaum
Jacqueline Cohenca
Jesse Shaked
Johanna Rosenblatt
Joshua Flaum
Lauren Broidy

Mahnaz Levin

Victor Samuel
Yitzchak ben Yaakov z"l
Brother of
Joseph Samuel
Yahrtzeit— 18 Adar

Etta Cohen
Yehudit bat Yisroel a"h
Mother of
Arleen Tanenbaum
Yahrtzeit— 18 Adar

Solomon Aizenstein
Zalman Ben Isser z"l
Husband of
Shirley Aizenstein
Yahrtzeit— 19 Adar
Leon Epstein
Aryeh ben Yitzchak Zev z"l
Father of
Natan Epstein
Yahrtzeit— 19 Adar
Samuel Michaels
Simcha ben David z"l
Father of
Denise Richter
Yahrtzeit— 21 Adar
Yaghoub Soroudi
Yaakov ben Mari z"l
Father of
Behrouz Soroudi
Yahrtzeit— 23 Adar

Thank You to all our
members and friends who
participated in our YINBH
Purim Festivities!
A big thank you to Margaret Bayer,
Sabine Dunner, Georgette Dunst,
Cecile Gromis, Bracha Hassid,
Caroline Hassid, Ruthie Kellerman,
Judy Raykoff, Maryjo Schnitzer, and
Arleen Tanenbaum for packing and
assembling our Mishloat Manot.
Thank you to our delivery drivers
Nadine Gerson, Evan Greenspan,
Cecile Gromis, Galina Samuel, Moshe
& Helen Sassover, Avrumie
Schnitzer, David & Michelle Silver,
Arlene Tanenbaum, and Benjamin
Thompson.
A very special thank you to June
Brenner, Cecile Gromis, and Ruthie
Kellerman for all that you do.
Thank you to Darryl Kam, Madeline
Kramer & Carly Einfeld for all they
contributed to this year’s Mishloat
Manot.
Shabbat
Shalom,
The Sisterhood

Join Rabbi Dunner each Wednesday
morning at 9am for the weekly ladies
Parsha Shiur as he explores the weekly
Torah portion through the eyes of the
classic commentators.
The weekly in person classes are currently
on hold. We will advise when they resume.

Simon & Susy
Rubinstein

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY
RABBIS ABOUT THE CURRENT SITUATION
Dear Members & Friends,
After lengthy conversations with many medical advisers locally and nationally, as well as with the directors of
local hospitals, we have decided that at the moment the most prudent approach for us to take to help stem the
tide of the Coronavirus in our community is to take the drastic action of closing our Shuls beginning Friday
afternoon through Monday evening March 16th, at which time we will re-evaluate our decision and decide how
to proceed.
What has been made abundantly clear to us in all our many conversations is that this new virus is both highly
contagious and it spreads rapidly via social interaction. In order to reduce the possibility of you being infected
we are recommending in the strongest possible terms that you and your families refrain from being part of any
public gathering, and that you limit your social interactions to only the most essential situations like grocery
shopping.
Due to our Shuls closing we recommend the following:
a) Try to daven at the same time when your Minyan would have met. This has the effect of at least combining
all of those who daven together even though they may be in separater places.
b) Although Kriat HaTorah requires both a Minyan and reading from a Sefer Torah, one should still read the
Parsha and this week Parshat Parah from a Chumash.
If you wish to pick up your Talit and Tefillin from Shul, please do so on Friday morning. Going forward no
Minyanim and Shiurim will be taking place in our Shuls. There will be online learning opportunities and we will
be in touch with you separately in this regard.
If you are in need of any help or assistance during this stressful time -- with shopping, errands, or any other
situation that requires another person, please reach out to the shul office, and we have a number of our
members who have volunteered to take care of those needs and alleviate any difficulty.
Please note that it is with a very heavy heart that we are taking this unprecedented action. We are doing this
only because of the compelling nature of the circumstances and the Halakhic mandate to protect our health as
our most important priority. While we will not have Tefilah B’Tzibur, we encourage you to utilize this time for
introspection and reflection. Please intensify your Tefilot and pray that all those who are ill will be healed, and
that our community will be shielded from any harm.
Sincerely,
Rabbi Pini Dunner, YINBH Beverly Hills Synagogue
Rabbi Yosef Kanefsky, Bnai David Judea
Rabbi Elazar Muskin, Young Israel of Century City
Rabbi Kalman Topp, Beth Jacob Congregation
Rabbi Jason Weiner, Knesset Israel
Rabbi Yehuda Moses, Kehilat Mogen David

