
 

Feb 28– 29, 2020 

Dearest Members and Friends, 

Oscar Wilde said, “The very essence of romance is uncertainty.” Perhaps, but I am fairly 
certain that if you are looking for romance, you won’t turn to the Talmud. Let’s face it – if 
you need inspiration before going out on a date or asking someone to marry you, it is 
unlikely that you will look for such inspiration in a collection of volumes containing Jewish 
law and a range of idiosyncratic narratives – and there is nowhere in the Talmud where you 
can find love-inducing poetry or compelling romantic prose.  

Although, there may be at least one exception. A story in Ketubot (62b) records the first meeting between 
Rabbi Yehudah Hanassi’s son and his prospective in-laws. In order to gain their daughter’s hand in 
marriage, he proposed to them that he would remain a Torah student for at least twelve years before the 
wedding. At exactly that point, the young girl in question entered the room. When her aspiring fiancé saw 
her, he suddenly changed his tune. Turning to her parents, he said, “Actually, how about making it six 
years, not twelve?” Even before they could answer, the young lady came in again, and upon seeing her for 
the second time, he was so smitten, he said to her parents, "Forget the wait, how about we just get married 
right away, and then I will go off and study?”   

The Talmud records that the boy was a little embarrassed to tell his father what had happened, but his 
father just smiled, and told him not to worry. “God did exactly the same thing as you did,” he told him. The 
young man must have looked a bit confused, so his father explained. After the Israelites crossed through 
the Red Sea, he said, they sang a song of praise, during which they included the following prophetic 
statement (Ex. 15:17): “You will bring them and plant them in Your own mountain, the place You made for 
yourself to dwell in, the sanctuary, God, which Your hands established.” This was a reference to the fact 
that the Temple would only be built once the nation had entered the Promised Land, which seems to have 
been the original plan, and at that stage everyone seemed very happy with it. 

But suddenly, out of the blue, in Parshat Terumah we read that God decided to speed things up and give 
the nation a Temple long before their arrival in the Land of Israel. “By all appearances,” said Rabbi Yehudah 
Hanassi to his son, “just like you, God was no longer ready to wait – He wanted an immediate marriage.”  
This story about the great rabbi and his haplessly romantic son is certainly cute, and the idea that he 
pacified his lovestruck son by making such an analogy is both charming and heartwarming, but surely he 
could not have been serious? Is it not bordering on blasphemy to say that God changed his mind like an 
anxious young lover thrown off his game by the appearance of a pretty girl? 

As it turns out, the analogy is borne out by the facts – down to the last detail. According to the Midrash, 
when the Jewish nation proclaimed “we will do, we will listen” at Sinai, God gifted them with the task of 
building a Temple. But the Midrash begins its exposition with a cautionary note taken from scripture (Prov. 
4:2): “I have given you a fine acquisition” – namely the Temple – “so do not desert my Torah.”  The Temple 
was a gift that would exemplify commitment to Torah knowledge and Torah study, and clearly God had 
originally conceived for the Temple to be built only after the Israelites had immersed themselves in the 
study and observance of Torah over an extended period of time. On that basis, it was only possible for the 
Temple to be built after they reached the Promised Land. But then the Israelites confounded God’s 
intentions by saying “we will do, we will listen.” This startling proclamation demonstrated that they were 
already in love with the Torah, even if they barely knew it, in which case there was really no need to wait.  
 

The Talmud in Berahot records a fascinating incident involving Rabbi Yohanan, who, after being informed 
that there were elderly Jews in Babylon, simply refused to believe it. “Are you kidding?” he exclaimed, “it is 
completely impossible for Jewish people to reach old age outside Israel – the Torah explicitly says so (Deut. 
11:21): ‘your days and the days of your children will be multiplied on the land’, in other words not outside 
the land of Israel!” He was then told that the Jews of Babylon always got up early to go to Synagogue and 
stayed there until late, which seemed to calm him down.  

The commentaries all puzzle over this story – why would the early arrival and late departure from 
synagogue help Babylonian Jewry overcome what the verse says? In order to explain Rabbi Yohanan’s 
strange reaction, they quote another Talmudic source. The Talmud in Megilla proposes the idea that all 
synagogues and Torah-centers outside the Land of Israel will be transported there at the moment of 
Messianic redemption. If a location outside Israel is connected to God and Torah, it is transformed into a 
part of the Holy Land. On that basis, every synagogue in Babylon was already in the “land that God 
promised your patriarchs,” and those who spent time in them were in a virtual Israel, similar to when you 
are in a foreign country and enter your nation’s embassy – it is as if you are on home soil. Which explains 
why Babylonian Jews lived such long lives. 

It is this concept that clarifies Rabbi Yehudah Hanassi’s analogy. “Plan A” was for the Temple to be 
built when they reached the Land of Israel, and not before, as God thought that the Torah could only ever 
be fully appreciated in the Land of Israel. But when everyone declared at Sinai “we will do, we will listen,”  
they were virtually transported to Israel – even before they got there, and Torah was able to establish its 
home at an “embassy” in the Sinai wilderness, even though the Israelites had not yet physically reached the 
Promised Land.  

The romantic sentiment underpinning this story is simply stunning. When you fall in love, the impossible 
becomes possible, and your aspirations are met even before you get there. Indeed, that is the power of 
love. And even more stunning than that is the fact that this is a message embedded in the Torah and the 
Talmud. All you need to do is look for it. 

Wishing you Shabbat Shalom, and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner 

4 Adar ● Parshat Terumah 

YOUTH GROUP SHABBOS 
SCHEDULE  

10:00 Free play,  games & books.  

10:40 Snack time, Parsha story &  
 questions  

11:10 Into shul to kiss the Torah  

 Circle time - davening, singing,     
 Shabbat songs & games. (Ping 
pong,  foosball, basketball) 

11:30 Kids service ends 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

5:30pm          CANDLELIGHTING 
5:35pm          MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT 
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29 
8:30AM          GEMARA SHIUR 
9:15am          SHACHARIT  
4:50pm          PRE MINCHA SHIUR 
5:25pm          MINCHA 
5:45pm          SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
6:30pm          MA’ARIV  
6:34pm          SHABBAT ENDS 

 

Sun. March 1                 8:00am & 5:30pm 

Mon. March 2                 6:20am & 5:30pm 

Tue. March 3                           6:30am & 5:30pm 

Wed. March 4                         6:30am & 5:30pm 

Thu. March 5                 6:20am & 5:30pm 

Fri. March 6                   6:30am & 5:35pm 

VOLUNTEERS  

WE NEED YOUR HELP 

PACKING THE MISLOACH MANOT 

ON                                                 

THURSDAY MARCH 5TH AT 10AM                                 

AND DRIVERS TO DELIVER THE 

PACKAGES ON                       

TUESDAY MORNING MARCH 10TH 

PLEASE EMAIL OFFICE@YINBH.ORG 

TO SIGNUP 

 
SAVE  

THE  

DATE 

JUNE 

7TH 

2020 

YINBH 

GALA 



 

Aaron & Lillian Fuchs 
Marty & Eva Feldberg 

 

February 

The deadline for ordering  

our annual Mishloach Manot Basket 

has been extended until March 3rd.  
 

If you have not yet ordered  

Please join our YINBH Community  

in performing this joyous mitzvah 

& contribute to the Sisterhood’s  

biggest fundraiser of the year! 
 

March 

Bring a friend to our next Shiur & 

Schmooze! 

 Wednesday, March 25th, at 9am 

Rosh Hodesh Nissan 

Parshat Vayikra 
 

Breakfast will be sponsored by  

Cecile Gromis & Roz Rothman 
 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

Sisterhood Corner 

EXPLORING HALACHA 
Join Nati Baram every Shabbat 

afternoon 35 minutes before mincha 
as he explores an interesting topic 

of Jewish law with the aid of 
ancient  and contemporary texts. 

Shiur for Ladies 

 לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן  שמשון הלוי

Join Rabbi Dunner for 

his Gemara shiur on 

Shabbat mornings 45 

minutes before Shacharit. 

Paul Feder z’’l  Gemara 

 

Join Rabbi Dunner each Wednesday 
morning at 9am for the weekly ladies Parsha 

Shiur as he explores the weekly Torah 
portion through the eyes of the classic 

commentators.  
The next class will meet on  

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 at 9:00am  

Mohtaram Soroudi 
Mohtaram bat Chaim Yitzchak a”h 

Mother of 
Behrouz Soroudi 
Yahrtzeit— 4 Adar 

ISRAEL HEADLINES 

Each week, YINBH Beverly Hills 
Synagogue produces a weekly 

bulletin titled "Israel Headlines.”  
You can find them on the tables in 

shul every Shabbat. The idea 
behind this is to make us  aware of 

current events in Israel. 
Sponsorship for Israel Headlines is 
available for $100 per issue. If you 

are interested in sponsoring a 
weekly bulletin please email 
israelheadlines@gmail.com 

Yaakov Rambod 
Yaakov ben Ovadia z"l 

Father of 
Edmond Rambod 
Yahrtzeit— 6 Adar 

 

 

Adiela Sadeghi 

Adina Sadeghi 

Hannah Shlomi 

Jamie Spencer 

Jason Fuchs 

Karen Fisher 

Michal Czuker 

Bob Zeller 

Samantha Weiner 

Sean Cohen 

Isaac Jack Ruimy 
Yitzchak ben Yaacov z”l 

Father of 
Franck Ruimy 

Yahrtzeit— 6 Adar 

Rose Block 
Shoshana bat David a"h 

Mother of 
Eva Feldberg 

Yahrtzeit— 4 Adar 

Robert Rosenthal 
Brother of 

Karen Fisher 
Yahrtzeit— 8 Adar 

PURIM SCHEDULE  

March 9th  

Fast Begins 5:39am 

Carnival 6:00pm  

Mincha 6:35pm. 

Maariv/Megilla 

7:30pm.  

Fast Ends 7:36pm    

March 10th   

Shacharit 6:30am 

followed by Megilla.  

Second Megilla 

10:00am  

Mincha 2:00pm   

NO MAARIV 



 

Thank you to the 

following members who 

have ordered          

Mishloach Manot. 

Order yours now! 

DEADLINE EXTENDED  

TO MARCH 3RD 

  Michael & Susan Baum 

 Michael & Margaret Bayer 

 Barbara Bernstein 

 William & June Brenner 

 Hart & Debbie Cohen 

 Steven & Vivian Dorfman 

 Pinchas & Sabine Dunner 

 Simon Elhiani & Rita Lewkowicz  

 Marty & Eva Feldberg 

 Howie & Shirin Fialkov 

 Shawney & Richard Fine 

 Harry Finkel &  Shirley Aizenstein  

 Jerry & Jean Friedman 

 Aaron & Lillian Fuchs 

 Jason Fuchs 

 Larry & Judith Garshofsky 

 Ernie & Regina Goldberger 

 Evan & Liz Greenspan 

 Edwin & Cecile Gromis 

 Jonas Herskovitz 

 Jay & Karine Kaplan 

 Hillel & Ruth Kellerman 

 Jonathan & Faye Kellerman 

 Ezra & Lauren Kest 

 Mark & Amy Kestenbaum 

 Hillel Laks 

 William & Linda Levin 

 William & Joan Lopatin 

 Vera Markowitz 

 Isaac Meier & Sarah Kissel  

 Stuart & Fran Miller 

 Nasrin & Manucher Mostadim 

 Sam & Diba Mostadim 

 Barry Novack & Anna Baum  

 Mitchell & Karen Parver 

 Laurence & Sara Richards 

 David & Leah Ross 

 Rosalyn & Stephen Rothman 

 Joanne Sacks &  Tuvia Ganz  

 Faramarz & Sheilagh Sadeghi 

 Joseph & Galina Samuel 

 Stephen & Jessica Samuel 

 Moshe & Helen Sassover 

 George & Irina Schaeffer 

 Arnold & Sheri Schlesinger 

 Avrumie & Maryjo Schnitzer 

 David & Michele Silver 

 Jaime & Marilyn Sohacheski 

 Norman & Virginia Solomon 

 Seymour & Grace Stoll 

 Barton & Arleen Tanenbaum 

 Daniel & Natalie Teboul 

 Samuel & Susan Varon 

 Michael & Sharon Weiner 

 Robert Zeller & Nadine Gerson 

***YOUR NAME HERE*** 



 


