
 

15 Adar • Tetzaveh  February 26-27, 2021 

This week's Tefilla Notebook is sponsored by 

Cecile & Ed Gromis in memory of Cecile’s 

brother, Arthur Silberspitz, Avraham Aba ben 

Yitzchak z”l, whose yahrtzeit is on 17 Adar.  

Dear Members and Friends, 

My late brother Benzi died in a car accident in 2008. Although he is principally 
remembered for his superlative philanthropy – and to be fair, his philanthropy was 
exceptional – my own recollections of him revolve around his incredible sensitivity and 
compassion. Truthfully, his phenomenal generosity – which amounted to many millions 
of dollars given away to charity every year – was merely a byproduct of his unlimited 
kindheartedness and his boundless empathy for the needs of his fellow human beings. And this 
characteristic was evident long before he had made his first millions, and even afterwards, his kindliness 
played out in how he distributed his money to those in need. 

In the mid-1980s my grandfather in Holland somehow got involved in the rescue of a group of Jewish 
boys from Iran. These traumatized teenagers, who had endured a challenging and life-threatening 
journey from Iran into Turkey, and then across Europe to Holland, were ‘temporarily’ housed in 
Amsterdam until their legal status could be resolved. For about a year Benzi flew from London to 
Amsterdam every weekend to spend Shabbat with them – to boost their spirits and keep them in touch 
with their Jewish heritage.  

A few years ago I bumped into one of the boys, who had since become a senior physician and lives in 
Los Angeles. He told me that some of the group were pretty wild and out-of-control, and at some point 
fell out with the supervising adult at the apartment where they were being housed. When Benzi arrived 
that weekend, he discovered that a few of the boys were missing. “Where are they?” he inquired. 
“They’re sleeping rough, we don’t know where they are,” was the reply. He immediately went out to 
find the boys, and eventually discovered them in a local park. He gave them food, chatted with them, 
sang with them, and told them amusing stories – he was a marvelous raconteur.  

After a couple of hours it was dark, and the boys told Benzi to go back to the apartment to get some 
rest, they would see him again in the morning. “Nonsense,” he said, “if you’re sleeping in the park, so 
am I. Actually, I’ve never slept in a park before – so it should be quite an experience.” He lay on a bench, 
and closed his eyes. “Why are you sleeping here?” the boys asked him, shocked – “you can sleep in the 
apartment!” “No, no, it’s good here. I want to be with you guys.” Benzi was firm, he was staying in the 
park, and the back-and-forth went on for a few minutes, until the boys insisted that he had to sleep in 
the apartment, and that they would sleep there too, just so that he wouldn’t sleep rough. Reluctantly, 
Benzi conceded, and they all went to the apartment to sleep the night. Even 30 years later, this story 
was fresh in the mind of the now forty-something ‘boy’ who had witnessed it. Tearfully, he told me that 
Benzi was one of his life’s greatest heroes. 

And here’s another story; it happened years later. Someone came to London from Israel to collect 
money for his son to have a lifesaving operation. He had heard that Benzi was generous, so he sought 
an appointment with him, and got to see him late one night. “How much money do you need?” Benzi 
asked. “We need $40,000.” “How much have you raised?” The fellow was embarrassed. “Er, about 
$3,000.” Benzi left the room and returned a moment later with a phone. “Here you are,” he said. The 
guy looked at him quizzically and Benzi smiled at him. “While I write you a check for $37,000, please call 
your wife and tell her you’ve just raised the rest of the money. She probably hasn’t slept for months 
because she is so worried about your son, and she is also worried whether or not you’ll be able to raise 
all the money you need for the operation. Every second she is worried and in pain is terrible for her. I 
don’t want you to wait to call her until after you’ve left my house with the money. So go on, call her 
now.”  

Benzi was an amazing person, but what is particularly special about this type of empathetic kindness is 
that it is intrinsic to the Jewish concept of tzedakah – which means so much more than just charity – 
and also, it is reflected in the rather curious narrative we read on Purim, about the rescue of the Jews 
from genocide via the intervention of Queen Esther and her cousin Mordechai. The story of Purim as 
recorded in Megillat Esther includes a variety of seemingly irrelevant details. Why, for example, is there 
such a comprehensive description of Ahashverosh’s parties and revelry? Who cares? Kings and princes 
party all the time – why give us every detail? And why is the description of how to celebrate Purim so 
detailed? And why are the Purim celebration obligations that are recorded in the Megillah so different 
to those of other Jewish festival celebrations? Why the feasting? Why the need to give charity and gifts?  

We need to understand that the world we live in is dominated by the material. All our senses are tuned 
in to the physical, material world. Materialism is instinctive. We are programmed that way and it is 
literally in our DNA. Oddly enough, it is this aspect of the human condition that dominates the 
unfolding narrative at the beginning of the Megillah. Ahashverosh reacts to his success and power by 
partying and having a good time – he throws a party to end all parties. Then, when his wife doesn’t 
listen to him, he simply gets rid of her and finds another one. And when someone offers him cash to 
murder a bunch of people – he says “no problem, let’s kill some people and make some money.” 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 

 

Sunday               8:00am & 5:40pm 

Mon- Fri            7:00am &  5:40pm 
 

Services are also on zoom 

https://zoom.us/j/226829899 

Passcode: yinbh 

 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 26TH 

CANDLELIGHTING 5:28pm 

FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICES 5:35pm 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH 

PESUKEI D’ZIMRA 8:45AM 

MORNING SERVICES 9:00AM 

MINCHA 5:40pm 

SHABBAT ENDS 6:33pm 

MAZAL TOV 
Mark & Jennifer Smith  

on the birth of a baby girl,  

Emily Fela 
 

Mazal Tov to grandparents  

Barry Novack & Annie 
Baum 

THANK YOU 

Raphy & Rivka Nissel for 

sponsoring kiddush in 

celebration of a year of 

davening in their 

gardens and tennis 

court. 

 

http://zoom.us/j/226829899


 

 

 
 

Happy  
Anniversary 

Aaron & Lillian Fuchs 

Marty & Eva Feldberg 

 

February 

 

Happy Purim! 

We would like to extend a heartfelt 
thank you to all who  

participated in this year’s Mishloach 
Manot  and helped us to fulfill the 

mitzvah of Matanot L’evyonin  

Tomchei LA and Friends of Nahal 
Haredi (Lone IDF Soldiers)! 

 

Chag Purim Sameach!  

& 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

 

 

Adina Sadeghi 

Adiela Sadeghi 

Bob Zeller 

Samantha Weiner 

Lillian Cohanzad 

Jason Fuchs 

Michal Czuker 

Etta Cohen 
Yehudit bat Yisroel a”h 

Mother of 
Arleen Tanenbaum 
Yahrtzeit - 18 Adar 

Solomon Aizenstein 
Zalman ben Isser z”l 

Husband of 
Shirley Aizenstein 
Yahrtzeit - 18 Adar 

 YAHRTZEITS 
Benzi Dunner 

Benzion ben Avraham Moshe 
Halevi z”l 
Brother of 

Rabbi Pini Dunner 
Yahrtzeit - 16Adar 

Victor Samuel 
Yitzchak ben Yaakov z”l 

Brother of  
Joseph Samuel 

Yahrtzeit - 18 Adar 

Esther Samuel 
Esther bat Dovid a”h 

Mother of  
Joseph Samuel 

Yahrtzeit - 16 Adar 

Arthur Silberspitz 
Avraham Aba ben Yitzchak z”l 

Brother of  
Cecile Gromis 

Yahrtzeit - 17 Adar 

Samuel Michaels  
Simcha ben David z”l 

Father of 
Denise Richter 

Yahrtzeit - 21 Adar 

Sisterhood Corner 

The sad thing is that at that early point in the story the Jews were no different. 

They were also slaves to the physical, material world, totally obsessed with their 
needs and desires. The question that hovers in the background is this: how 
would they differ from Ahashverosh if they came out on top, and were as 
victorious and as successful as he was? The answer to this question would surely 
be a defining moment. If the Jews used their material triumph as a route to the 
Divine, that would prove they were not mere materialists, like Ahashverosh and 
Haman. Not that feasting is bad, but if it is only done to experience material 
pleasure, what is the point of being the Chosen People? If we feast to show our 
thankfulness to God, if we give food gifts to our friends to acknowledge Divine 
benevolence, if we give money to the poor to reflect God’s love of charity – then 
our materialism is not a demonstration of how great and mighty and powerful 

we are, but rather it is a reflection of how we recognize that all of our success is 

God’s success.  

It is for this reason that the details of Ahashverosh’s parties and revelry are so 
crucial to the Purim story. Without them we could not begin to understand the 
end of the story, which details how the Jews reacted to their victory and success, 
using the very same material aspects of the human condition to get closer to God 
rather than to abandon Him. Ahashverosh’s mindless parties are 

counterbalanced when we turn our material success into vehicles of spirituality 

and Godliness.  

And how can we best reflect this ideal? Everything about Purim revolves around 
using materialism to connect people to each other – even though all of our Purim 
obligations could be done while staying aloof. We could feast on our own – or 
we can party together in harmony and affection, connecting with each other for 
the sake of God. We can give gifts to patronize or impress others, or we can give 

them because we want other people to have what we have, and we want to 
show that what God gives us we can share with others. We can give charity 
merely by sending a check in the mail, or we can find someone with an 

outstretched hand and give them the money personally.  

The message of Purim is that we need to really connect unselfishly with our 
friends, with our neighbors, with our community, and with those in need. Purim 
is about warmth towards others and concern for others – the exact opposite of 
Ahashverosh and Haman. That is what Purim is all about, and that is also the 

legacy of my late brother Benzi z”l, whose yahrzeit each year just after Purim 

forever connects his memory with this pivotal Jewish message. 

Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom and a great week ahead,   

Rabbi Pini Dunner 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael & Susan Baum 

Michael & Maggie Bayer 

Nati & Carmit Baram 

Barbara Bernstein 

Ruth Brandt 

Bill & June Brenner 

Hart & Debbie Cohen 

Steve & Vivian Dorfman 

Rabbi Pini & Sabine Dunner 

Simon & Rita Elhiani 

Donald Feder 

Yeudah & Simi Feigen 

Marty & Eva Feldberg 

Howie & Shirin Fialkov 

Richard & Shawney Fine 

Harry Finkel & Shirley Aizenstein 

George & Suzi Fischmann 

John & Sherri Fogelman 

David & Gloria Frankel 

Jerry & Jean Friedman 

Jason Fuchs 

Aaron & Lillian Fuchs 

Tuvia Ganz & Joanne Sacks 

Larry & Judith Garshofsky 

Elie & Sharon Gindi 

Ernie & Regina Goldberger 

Reuven & Becky Grabel 

Evan & Liz Greenspan 

Susan Graysen 

Daniel Gromis 

Ed & Cecile Gromis 

Chavi Hertz 

Jonas Herskovitz 

Patrick & Ginette Hodara 

Sam & Diana Hirt 

Rabbi Alan & Sandy Kalinsky 

Hillel & Ruthie Kellerman 

Jonathan & Faye Kellerman 

Ezra & Lauren Kest 

Mark & Amy Kestenbaum 

David & Roberta Kimmel 

Hillel Laks 

Bill & Linda Levin 

Bill & Joan Lopatin 

Vera Markowitz 

Isaac & Sarah Meier 

Stuart & Fran Miller 

Manucher & Nasrin Mostadim 

Sam & Diba Mostadim 

Raphy & Rivka Nissel 

Barry Novack & Annie Baum 

Michael & Ariella Novack 

Mitch & Karen Parver 

Howard & Judy Raykoff 

Laurence & Sara Richards 

Weston & Denise Richter 

David & Leah Ross 

Steve & Roz Rothman 

Simon & Susy Rubinstein 

Franck & Evelina Ruimy 

Faramarz & Sheilagh Sadeghi 

Lee Samson 

Joe & Galina Samuel 

Stephen & Jessica Samuel 

Moshe & Helen Sassover 

George & Irina Schaeffer 

Stephen Schloss 

Arnold & Sheri Schlesinger 

Avrumie & Maryjo Schnitzer 

Adam & Jesse Shaked 

David & Michele Silver 

Myrtle Sitowitz 

Jaime & Marilyn Sohacheski 

Norm & Virginia Solomon 

Seymour & Grace Stoll 

Benjamin & Ella Thompson 

Bart & Arleen Tanenbaum 

Sam & Sue Varon 

Michael & Shari Weiner 

Tammy Weisman 

Jonathan & Dalia Wizman 

Elyse Wolf 

Rosalie Zalis 

Bob Zeller & Nadine Gerson 

MISHLOACH MANOT 2021  
THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FAMILIES FOR TAKING PART IN THE MISHLOACH MANOT THIS YEAR: 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

We would like to extend our deep appreciation to all of those who made this year’s Mishloach Manot a huge 
success.  

 
A special thank you to Sabine Dunner for her home baked challah as well as sharing her recipe with us! 

 
We would like to thank Bart Tanenbaum, Cecile Gromis, Fran Miller, June Brenner,  Maryjo Schnitzer, Rose 

Kemps, Evan Greenspan, and Ruthie Kellerman for packing and helping with this year’s Purim baskets! 
 

Thanks to Rabbi Dunner for his beautiful meaningful message and all of his help in putting the project 
together.  

 
Many thanks to Carly Einfeld, Madeline Kramer, and Darryl Kam for being our behind the scenes trio that 

made it happen!  
 

A very special thanks to Ruth Brandt for her generous contribution of Israeli food items to the basket. 
 

May we have the opportunity to celebrate in many Jewish festival together in the future. 
 

With Gratitude, 
Cecile & Ruthie 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents  



 

 

MISHLOACH MANOT PACKING 

PURIM 2021 -  IN-PERSON MEGILLA & ON ZOOM 


