30 Kislev ● Parshat Miketz ● Shabbat Chanukah

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27
4:32pm
CANDLELIGHTING
4:35pm
MINCHA/KABBALAT SHABBAT
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28
8:15am
RABBI’S GEMARA SHIUR
9:00am
SHACHARIT
3:55pm
PRE MINCHA SHIUR
4:30pm
MINCHA
4:50pm
SEUDAH SHLISHIT
5:35pm
MA’ARIV
5:37pm
SHABBAT ENDS

Sun. December 29
Mon. December 30
Tue. December 31
Wed. January 1
Thu. January 2
Fri. January 3

8:00am & 4:30pm
6:15am & 4:30pm
6:30am & 4:30pm
8:00am & 4:30pm
6:20am & 4:30pm
6:30am & 4:35pm

YOUTH GROUP SHABBOS SCHEDULE
10:00

Free play, games & books.

10:40

Snack time, Parsha story &
questions

11:10

Into shul to kiss the Torah
Circle time - davening, singing,
Shabbat songs & games. (Ping pong,
foosball, basketball)

11:30

Kids service ends

Special Chanukah
Program This Shabbat
During Children’s Youth
Groups
This Shabbat Day
Starting at 10am

Dreidel
Prizes
Trivia
Latkes
Gelt

Join us Next Shabbat,
January 4th
Kiddush Luncheon sponsored by
Moshe & Helen Sassover in gratitude
to Hashem and in celebration of the
birth of their grandson
Teddy (Mordechai Yaacov) Zeligman,
son of
Noah & Elana Zeligman
and the Siyum of the Daf Yomi Cycle
Rsvp to rsvp@yinbh.org

Dec 27-28, 2019

Dearest Members and Friends,
A couple of weeks ago, during the early hours of Saturday morning, Anton Redding, a 24year-old man from Pennsylvania, allegedly rampaged through Nessah Synagogue, just a few
blocks away from our own synagogue, and home to a flourishing Persian Jewish community,
some of whose members are also members of our shul. Redding, who has been variously
described as being from Millersville, Mohnton, and Lancaster – all suburban towns south-east
of Harrisburg PA – was arrested in Kona just a few days later and arraigned in court, where he entered a
plea of not guilty, and is now in jail until his next court hearing on January 30.
Almost immediately after the incident was discovered that Shabbat morning, our synagogue security team
was informed by BHPD. We naturally took all the necessary precautions, as at that stage he was still on the
loose and no one could be sure of his next move. But news soon filtered through that this outrage was the
act of a “crazy guy” who was not necessarily an antisemite, and although he had undeniably trashed
furniture as well as desecrated Torah scrolls and prayer books at Nessah, there seemed to have been no
premeditation, and he had also left certain unmistakable Jewish icons, such as Israel’s flag, completely
undisturbed. Additionally, he had not spray-painted swastikas or profanities, the staple indicator of
antisemitic vandalism acts in synagogue and Jewish cemetery attacks.
The senior rabbi of Nessah, Rabbi David Shofet, has since gone on the record to say that “although this
vandalism and crime … may prove to be the act of a lone man of disturbed mind, we should all be vigilant,
united, and responsive to the rise of antisemitism in our country.” His statement projects the idea that
somehow we might think the behavior of a solitary madman is not connected to the issue of rising
antisemitism in the United States, and we need to be warned not to sigh with relief if Anton Redding proves
to be suffering from a mental illness that resulted in his nocturnal act of sabotage at one of our local
synagogues.
Truthfully, and with respect, Rabbi Shofet is only half-right, and besides, the issue is too important to leave it
at that. Because Rabbi Shofet did inadvertently hit upon a very important point – a point that we must all
become acutely aware of, take very much to heart, and absorb into the fiber of our beings: namely, that
antisemitism, and, indeed, racism or prejudice of any kind, is a mental condition.
In the 2016 book “Are Racists Crazy?”, the authors – historian Sander Gilman and sociologist James Thomas
– consider the question of whether a psychological or psychiatric diagnosis is a useful way of dealing with
racism or antisemitism, or whether addressing it this way simply shields racists and antisemites from any
blame? Their book is not the first attempt to address this particular issue; it is a debate that has been raging
for decades and proven to be highly controversial.
In 1934, the American Jewish Congress organized a public mock trial of Adolf Hitler at Madison Square
Garden in New York City. According to the eminent medical professor Lewellys Barker, acting as chief
witness for the prosecution, Nazism had to be defined as a “psychic epidemic,” and, as he told the audience
of 20,000, “to understand Hitler and Hitlerism, one is compelled to enter the domain of psychopathology.”
Once again, as was noted then and since, the problem with this thesis is that it somehow gets Hitler off the
hook, and indeed this argument was quickly dropped once Nazi hostility to Jews turned violent – after all,
no one wanted Nazi murderers to be exonerated on the basis of an insanity plea.
Unfortunately, however, the problem did not disappear. In 1981, an elderly white man in Kansas, Anthony
Simon, shot his Chinese American neighbor Steffen Wong. Charged with two counts of aggravated assault
using a deadly weapon, Simon’s defense claimed he suffered from “anxiety neurosis” as he was afraid of
“Orientals”, whom he considered to be a deadly threat because of their “expertise in martial arts”. Even
though the court acknowledged that this was a “distortion of reality” – in other words patent nonsense –
Simon was acquitted on both counts, and his case has consequently become a legal precedent used to
defend racists claiming mental illness.
But as far as Jewish law is concerned, there is no practical difference if someone commits a violent act
because they are suffering from a ‘racism mental condition’ or not. If a person objectively understands that
violence is wrong, then they are liable for any violent act they commit, whether or not their target is, in their
warped worldview, an undesirable or some kind of perceived but misplaced threat. And the proof for this
can be found in the way rabbinic literature refers to the antihero of Chanukah – Antiochus IV Epiphanes,
king of the Seleucid Greeks, and antagonist of the Jews in Judea in the period leading up to the Hasmonean
Revolt.
Known as Epiphanes, which means “God Manifest” in Greek, he was also called Antiochus Epimanes, Greek
for “the Mad”, a wry play on words. Apparently, he would often disappear from the palace only to be found
later reveling with ordinary folk, or in artisanal shops, chatting and discussing art with metalworkers.
Courtiers would frantically search for him to no avail, eventually finding him wandering around in disguise
or drinking with common people whom he had never previously met. But all this bonhomie camouflaged an
evil sociopath, who thought nothing of murdering and persecuting thousands of Jews simply for practicing
their faith.
Rather than giving him a pass because he was Antiochus “the Mad” who could argue that he was not in
control of his actions because he suffered from “anxiety neurosis” whenever he saw a Jew, rabbinic literature
refers to him simply as  אַ נְ ִטיוֹכוּס הָ ָר ָשע- ”Antiochus the Wicked”. If he could function in daily life as an ordinary
human being, then he must be judged by his actions, not by some specious psychological evaluation. So too,
if Anton Redding or any other antisemite attack Jews or their property, then notwithstanding the fact that
they may be crazy, they are nonetheless responsible for their antisemitism, and will be punished accordingly.
As it turns out, this is one of the intrinsic messages of Chanukah.
Wishing you Shabbat Shalom, Happy Chanukah, and a great week ahead, Rabbi Pini Dunner

Shiur
for Feder
Ladies z’’l Gemara
Paul

Sisterhood Corner
January
Our next Shiur & Schmooze
On Wednesday January 29, at 9am
Rosh Chodesh Shevat
Parshat Bo
Shiur with Rabbi Dunner
Followed by breakfast
Shabbat Shalom,
Cecile & Ruthie
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Join Rabbi Dunner each Wednesday morning
at 9am for the weekly ladies Parsha Shiur as
he explores the weekly Torah portion through
the eyes of the classic commentators.
The class will NOT meet this week and
will meet next on
Wednesday, January 8th 2019 at 9:00am

Sheldon Raphael
Solomon z"l
Father of
Gina Raphael
Yahrtzeit— 2 Tevet
Joel Bernstein
Yosef Yitzhak ben Yechiel z"l
Brother of
Barbara Bernstein
Yahrtzeit— 3 Tevet

לע''נ פנחס אליהו בן שמשון הלוי
Join Rabbi Dunner for his Gemara
shiur on Shabbat mornings 45
minutes before Shacharit.

Dalia Wizman
Daniel Varon
David Ross
Edward Czuker
Ethan Ruimy
Galina Samuel

Leonard Stoll
Chaim Aryeh ben Moshe z"l
Father of
Seymour Stoll
Yahrtzeit— 4 Tevet

Judi Fogelman

Eliahu Gaba
Eliahu ben Mordechai z"l
Father of
Ruth Gaba
Yahrtzeit— 6 Tevet

Farid & Elena
Kohanbash

Helen Sassover
Jasmin Naim

